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PREFACE.
I AM well aware that the pages which follow will
satisfy neither the "higher critics " nor their extreme.
opponents, and that every effort will be made to
dispute or minimise the archceological evidence which
they contain. But the great body of the religious
public happily consists neither of." higher critics" nor
of uncompromising "apologists," and is honestly desirous of knowing what is the actual testimony which
the marvellous discoveries of oriental archceology are
giving to the antiquity and historical character of the .
Old Testament. I have therefore endeavoured as it
were to take stock of them, and to indicate the conclusions to which they point. I have aimed at writing
as an archceologist rather than as a theologian, treating the books of the Hebrew Bible as I should any
other oriental literature which laid claim to a similar
antiquity, and . following the archceological evidence
whithersoever it may lead. Whether I have been
successful in ~hus putting aside all thos€! prepossessiqns in· favour of a peculiarly divine origin which an
Anglican priest might be expected to feel for the
Script,ures of his Church is for my readers to decide.
That the evidence is imperfect the archa!ologist
wiU he the first to admit. But so too is the eviden,ce
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of Geology and other branches of science, not to
speak of history in the ordinary sense of the word.
To this imperfection of the record must be ascribed
the frequent cases in which we are obliged to use
terms like " probable " and " it seems," and to suggest an inference instead of proving it mathematically.
No doubt future research will diminish the number of
such cases; nevertheless there must always remain
instances in which the amount of certainty really
attainable in historical investigations as in common
life can never be arrived at. We must be content
with probability only. Still probability is better than
the bare possibility which the critic so often extra~ts
from his inner consciousness.
A typical example of the "cdtical" method has
just been brought under my observation. Dr. Chaplin has in his possession a small h;ematite weight
found on the site of Samaria and inscribed with letters
of the eighth century B.C. (see p. 449). The letters
are very clear, though one of the two lines of which
they consist is somewhat worn. Dr. N eubauer ·and
myself found that one of the words occurring in them
is sh(e)l "of." The" critics," however, had determined·
that this was a word of late date, and had used it as
an argument for denying the early date of the Song
of Songs. Consequently it became necessary to get
rid of the arch;eological evidence which had so inconveniently turned up. First of all the genuineness of
the inscription was denied, and when this argument
failed it was as~erted that the reading' given by Dr.
NeubaU:er and myself was false. The assertioh was
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based on an imperfectly-executed cast in which the
letters of the word shel-the first of which happens
to be a good deal rubbed-are only partially reproduced. It might have been thought that before denying the reading of those w}:lo had handled the original
stone, the "critics" would at least have waited until
they could have seen the weight itself. But such a procedure is not in accordance with "the critical m'ethod,"
and so shel and the Song of Songs are alike pronounced to be post-Exilic. Ex hoc dz'sce omnz'a I
I cannot do better than conclude with a quotation
from an interesting and pertinent article) by Prof.
Hoinmel, the illustrious orientalist, in the Sunday
School Times. for March 5, 1893: "It is'the whole
perception of history that divides all Old Testament
theology into two opp0sing camps. The genuineness
and authenticity of an account like that in Gen. xiv.
involves a sweeping and destructive criticism of the
now fashionable view as to the trustworthiness of the
Old Testament traditions, and therefore this chapter
will ever be a stumbling-block to those critics who
will not allow a single line to be Mosaic, not even the
Decal0gue and the so-called Book of the Covenant;
and accordingly these men for a long time to come
will bend their utmost energies, though with little
success, to remove this stone of offence from their
path."
A. H. SAYCE.
Queen's College, Oxford,
Oct. 9, 1893.

PREFACE OF TRACT COMMITTEE.
THE Tract Committee of the S.P.C.K. wish it to
be understood that in publishing this work, which
throws so valuable a light on much of the Old Testa•
ment, they do not commit the Society to an agreement with all the. opinions expressed in it. The
Author alone is responsible for them. But they do
not think it fair to hold back any of the conclusions
arrived at by one of the most distinguished Archreologists of the day, whose views, founded on the
evidence of monumental inscriptions, must carry
great weight, though possibly they may be hereafter
modified, as he himself observes in these words (p. 5 54):
H In some instances the facts are still so imperfectly
known as to make. the conclusions the orien,tal
arch<eologist draws from them probable only. It is
also true that in some cases a conclusion which seems
certain and evident to one student may not seem
equally certain and evident to another." It may prevent misunderstanding in regard to his remarks upon
the Book of Daniel to quote also his own words as to
the Historical Records of the Old Testament. He
says: "The facts contained in them are trustworthy,
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and have been honestly copied from older and in
many respects contemporaneous documents. It is
only their setting and framework, the order in which
they are arranged, and the links of connection by
which they are bound together, that belong to the
later compiler."
And throughout the work it is important to bear
in mind (as the Author repeatedly reminds us) that
he is "writing as an Archreologist, not a Theologian,
and · that therefore all questions of Inspiration or
Revelation lie quite outside his province." When, for
jnstance, he tells us that the Sabbath and week of
seven days had its first home in Babylon, or that the
narrative of the Creation is ultimc:tely of Babylonian
origin, there is nothing in these statements inconsistent with a belief in a Primitive Revelation. They
merely assert that the earliest mention of them is to
be found in Babylonian inscriptions, and that we
have no equally early documents among the Mosaic
records; but, as the Author says in another place,
they" may go back to an immemorial antiquity, when
the ancestors of the Israelites and the Semitic Babylonians lived side by side." The great similarity and
at the same time diversity between the Babylonian
and Hebrew stories are evidence of a common
kinship and pot of conscious borrowing.
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THE "I-IIGHER CRITICISM"
AND THE

VERDICT OF THE MONUMENTS.

CHAPTER I.
THE HIGHER CRITICISM AND ORIENTAL
ARCHJEOLOGY.
WHAT do we mean by the "higher criticism" of
the Old Testament? It is a phrase which has passed
from books of a forbiddinglyscientific nature, to the
popular literature of a railway bookstall and the
articles of a monthly review. We hear it over the
dinner-table; it is used not only in the lecture-room;
but in the drawing-room as well. Like several other
modern importations from Germany, it has been
found to supply a want, and has accordingly made its
way into the current language of England.
But, like many current expressions, it does not
always call up a clear and definite idea in the minds
of those who hear it, or even in the minds of those
B
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who employ it. It is used to shelter opinions about
the Bible which are at variance with those of traditional ''orthodoxy," and is too often invoked to
defend paradoxes which none but their author is
likely to accept. Whoever rejects the popular views
about the authority and credibility of Scripture
considers he has a right to appeal to the "higher
criticism" in support of his assertions. It is easier to
invoke the aid of a phrase than to establish one's
conclusions by solid arguments.
By the "higher criticism" is meant a critical
inquiry into the nature, origin, and date of the
documents with which we are dealing, as well as into
the historical value and credibility of the statemeqts
which they contain. The two lines of inq\-Iiry depend
a good deal one upon the other. The degree of
credibility we may assign to a particular narrative
will largely depend upon · the length of time which
has elapsed between the period when it was written
and the period when the event it records actually
took_ place, and consequently upon the date of the
document in which it is found ... A contemporaneous
document is more trustworthy than one which belongs to a later age; the statement of an eye-witness
is always more valuable than that of a writer who is
dependent on the evidence of others. On the other
hand, an examination of the contents of a narrative
'w·i!l often throw 'light on the age to which the narrative itself must be assigned. The statement in
Gen. xxxv; 31, that "these are the kings that reigned
in the land of Edom before there reigned any king
over the children of Israel," shows that the list of
'Edomite kings which follows co~ld not have been
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incorporated into the Book of Genesis until after the
rise of the Israelitish monarchy. The reference to the
destruction of No-Amon or Thebes in Nahum iii. 8
indicates the date to which the prophecy in which
it occurs must be referred. The cuneiform monuments have told us that the old capital of Egypt was
destroyed by tlie Assyrian armies about 663 B.C., and
it must therefore have· been shortly after this event
-when the recollection of it was still fresh in the
memory of the Jews-that Nahum pronounced the
approaching doom of Nineveh.
A critical examination of a narrative will also help
us to discover whether the document which embodies
it is of a simple or a composite nature. It may
often happen that the ancient book we are examin.
ing may be, in its present form, of comparatively late
date, and yet· contain older documents, some of
them indeed being earlier than itself by several
centuries. Modern research has shown that a considerable part of the most ancient literature of all
nations was of composite origin, more especially
where it was of a historical or a religious character.
Older documents were incorporated into it with only
so much change as to allow them to be fitted together into a continuous story, or to reflect the point
of view, ethical, political, or religious, of the later
compiler, The most ancient books that have come
down to us are, with few exceptions, essentially
compilations.
·
In this investigation, however, into the nature an_d
origin of the do~uments with which it deals, the" higher criticism" is largely dependent on the aid
of the "lower criticism." By the "lower criticism 11
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is meant what we have been accustomed to call.
"textual criticism," .a method of criticism which is
wholly philological and palceographical, busied with
minute researches into the character and trustworthi- ·
ness of the text, and the exact signification of its.
language. It is . by means of philology that the
higher critics have endeavoured to separate the Pentateuch into its original parts, and determine the
various fragments which belong to each; and it is
again mainly to philology that an appeal is made by
those who would assign the later chapters of the
Book of Isaiah to the age of the Babylonian Exile.
The occurrence of Greek words in the historical
chap.ters of the Book of Daniel forms an important
argument irtdetermining its date.
.
The "lower criticism," accordingly, can be called.
'' lo;vei·" only in so far as it is, as it were, the hand-:
maid. of the "higher criticism," without whose help
the ''higher criticism" cotild not advance very far.
Moreover a large part of the most certain facts upon
which the "higher ct:iticism" has to rely are. furnished
by the "lower criticism.". A philological fact, once
ascertained, is a fact which cannot be overturned or
explained a\vay; it does not depend on the taste or
sentiment or pl'ejudices of an individual critic, but
tnust he admitted by all scholars alike. Of cout:se it
may be denied by those who are not scholars:-an
easy method of answering uriwelcome arguments
which has often been adopted-but in the end the
opinion of the scholars will always .prevail. . So far,
therefore, from occupying a subordinate place, the
'' lower criticism " is indispensabl~ to. the " higher
criticism," and the scholar who would be a "higher"
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critic must begin by being a "lower" critic as well.
His philology nmst be sound before he can be trusted
to speak oil _matters which involve the balancing of
evidence and an appeal tO questions of taste.
~ · Unfortunately, it has sometimes been forgotten that
the "higher" ~nd the "lower" criticis~ are alike
cb.rartches ~of tM' same. study, and that in science.there
h:iglie~;; . 0~ "low~r," except .in a conventional
. i~.
·sehse. ·The'critic '~ho has devoted himself to balanc·ing. the c::vJclehce of historical ~r religiou~ facts has
sometimes fancied himself on a higher pedestal than
. the' critic. who confines himself to philological facts.
It is true th~t he requires a more delicate appreciation
of pmbabiliti.es-ai:t appreciation, however, which he
dqes , not al:wa:ys possess-and a wider and more
catholic survey of facts; but the method pursued by
both' qught to· be one .and the same, the difference
betwec::n; th~m being. in degree only and notjri kind.
}h~ artog·ancy of. tone adopted at times . by the
'" highet' qjtici!ltn :• has been productive of nothing
but mischief; it has aroused distrust e~etJ of its
most certain results, and has betra,yed t!1e critic into
·a d()g.matism as unwat:ranted as i.t is t{nscientific.
Baseless assumptions have been placed on a level
with ascertained facts, hasty conclusions. have been
put .forward. as pdn~iples of science, a.nd we have
b~en called upon to accept the. prepossessions and
·fancies of the individual critic as the re~elation of a
·newgospet If the arch<l:ologist ventur~d. tos~ggest
t·h~t .the .facts he had &;;covered did not ;nipport the
~views ·of the critic, he was told tbat he _,vas no
·,philologist. The . opinion of a modern German theologian was worth mor~, at all events in the eyes of

no ,,

6

THE HIGHER CRITICISM

his "school," than the most positive testimony of
the monuments of antiquity.
But the fault lay not with the "higher criticism"
but with the "higher critic." He had closed his eyes
to a most important source of evidence, that· of
arch::eology, and had preferred the conclusions he had
arrived at from a narrower circle of facts to those
which the :wider circle opened out. by oriental .discovery would have forced him to adopt. It was the
old story ; it is disagreeable to unlearn our knowledge,
and to resign or modify the beliefs for which we have
fought and laboured, because of the new evidence
which has come to light. The evidence must be
blinked and discredited; we refuse to accept it because
certain unimportant details in regard to it have n·ot
yet been settled, or because we do not know whether
It may not be supplemented by future discovery. We
adopt the anti-scientific attitude of those who condemned Galileo, because our old beliefs have become
convictions, and we do not wish them to be disturbed.
There are popes in the "higher criticism " as well as
in theology.
·
It is because these popes have of late been pro·
claiming somewhat loudly the doctrine of their infallibility, that it is desirable to test the conclusions
of the "higher criticism," so far at least as the Old
Testament is concerned, by the discoveries of oriental
arch::eology. During the last half-century a new
world has been opened out before us by the excavators and decipherers of the ancient monuments of
the East, the great civilisations of the past have risen
up, as it were, from their grave, and we find ourselves
face to face with the contemporaries of Ezekiel and
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Hezekiah, of Moses and of Abrahctm. Pages of
history have been restored to us which had seemed
lost for ever, and we are beginning to learn- that the
old empires of the Orient were in many respects as
cultured and literary as is the world of to-day. The
Old Testament has hitherto stood alone; the litera~
ture which existed by the side of it in the oriental
world seemed to have perisl-ied, and if we would test
and verify, illustrate or explain its statements, we
had nothing to fall back upon except a few scattered
fragments of doubtful value, which had come to us
through Jewish and Christian apologists, C?r the misleading myths and fables of Greek writers. The
bool~s of the Old Testament Scriptures could be
explained and interpreted only through themselves ;
they were what the logicians would call "a single
instance " ; there was nothing similar with which they
could be compared, no contemporaneous record which
could throw light on the facts they contained. From
a" single instance" no argument can be drawn; we
may analyse and dissect it, but we cannot make it
the basis and starting-point for conclusions of an
affirmative, and still less of a negative, character. To
assume, for example, that writing was unknown for
literary purposes in the Palestine of the age of Moses
was to commit a logical fallacy, and recent oriental
discovery has shown that it was the reverse of fact.
The presumptions of the ''higher -criticism" were too
often founded on want of evidence and the imperfection of the historical record.
- The two lines of research, in fact, with which the
"higher critic" is concerned, although they converge
tothe same point, hevertheless move along different
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planes, and 'are dependent on different kinds of evidence. On the one side the business of the "higher
critic" is to analyse the documents with which he
deals, to determine their origin, character, and relative
age. The literary analysis implied by this sort of
work is to a large extent of a philological nature, and
it is not necessarily cqmpelled to go beyond the
documents themselves for the materials on which it
relies. The evidence to which it appeals is mainly
internal, and the facts by which it is supported are
facts which have little or nothing to do with external
testimony. The literary analysis of the Pentateuch,
for example, is independent of the facts of history
properly so called. But on the other side, the "higher
critic" is also required to determine the .authenticity
or credibility of the historical narratives which the
documents ·contain. For this part of his work his
documents will not suffice ; he must compare their
statements with those of other ancient records, and
ascertain how far they are in accordance with the
testimony derived from elsewhere. It is, in short, in
his historical analysis that he is called upon to seek
for external evidence; and if he neglect to do so he
will be in danger of drawing conclusions from a
"single instance." It is here that he must seek the
aid of arch;eology, and test the results at which
he may arrive by the testimony of the ancient
monuments.
As I have 'already said, the two lines of research
cannot be wholly separated from one another. Before
we examine ·into the historical character of a narra'tive we ought to know ~hat literary analysis has to
teH us. about the records in which it is found. We
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ought to know whether these are comp~site or simple,
what is their age in relation to the events they narrate,
and what are the characteristics of their writer or
writers. It makes a good deal of diffet:ence to our
estimation of a historical narrative whether or not the
writer was under the influence of a religious, political,
or ethical theory.. The impartiality of Grote's History
of Greece has been impaired by the political theory it
was written to support, and we have only to turn to
ecclesiastical history to see what wholly ··contrary
aspects will be assumed by the same facts it1 the
works' of two writers of opposite theological schools.
On the other hand, the literary analyst cannot
afford to neglect the help of historical criticism. Not
only will. a difference in the contents of the narrative
assist him in distinguishing the documents which he
finds to have been used or fused together ·in the
ancient writing he is investigating ; the historian will
sometimes be able to. verify or overthrow the results
to which his literary analysis may seem to have led
him~
Let us take, for instance, the tenth chapter of
Genesis. The view that this chapter did not assume
its present form until the age of Ezekiel is supported
by the evidence of the Assyrian inscriptions. We
learn from them that Gomer or the Kimmerians did
not emerge from their primitive homes in the far
north and' co~e wi'thin the geographical horizon of
the civilised nati~m's, of Western Asia until the seventh
century before our era, and that the name of Magog
can hardly be separated from that of Gog, who was
none other than the Lydiaq king Gyges, the contem~
porary of Jeremiah.
Literary analysis paves the way for historical
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criticism. It is fitting, therefore, that the "higher
criticism" of the Old Testament Scriptures should
have done its best, or its worst, before oriental
archa::ology enters the field. Let us hear all that
the "higher critics" have to tell us after nearly a
century of incessant labour and discussion, of minute
examination of every word, if not of every letter, in
the sacred records, and of subjecting the language
of Scripture to almost every possible mode of interpretation. In the literary analysis of the Old Testament certain general results have been arrived at,
about which critics of the most various schools are
agreed, and if in details there is still room for doubt
and disputation, this is only what might be expected.
Philology has already settled a good many questions
which bear on the internal structure of the Biblical
books.
But the historical analysis of the Old Testament
has necessarily lagged far behind its literary analysis.
The critic has endeavoured to argue from a "single
instance," and the result has necessarily been unsuccessful. Before we can accept his conclusions we
must test them, and this ,can only be done by the
help of the monuments of the ancient oriental world.
Here alone can we find contemporaneous records
which present us with a living picture of the world of
the day, and inform us whether the picture 'presented
by the Biblical records or by their critics is the more
correct. It will be found more than once that the
critics have been too ingenious, and have arranged
past events more cleverly than they actually arranged
themselves.
The first and necessary result of the application of
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the critical method to the 'records of ancient history ·
was scepticism. On the one hand, it was demonstrated
by the literary analyst that documents hitherto
supposed to be coeval with the events recorded in
them were really centuries later, and that instead of
being the work of eye-witnesses they were merely
compilations embodying materials of very different
age and value. On the other hand, a new spirit and
mode of inquiry were at work in the educated world.
It was the spirit of inductive science, cautious,
tentative, and sceptical. It was a spirit which would
no longer accept a belief because it_ was traditional,
which demanded reasons, and insisted upon working
back from the known to the unknown. Nothing was
sacred to it; everything had to be brought before the
bar of human reason. Man became, as he had never
become before, the measure of all things; but it was
as educated man, as a member of the scientificallytrained society of Europe. ,
Between this new spirit df inquiry and the spirit
which presided over the composition uf most of the
books and records of antiquity there was a gulf which
could not be passed. The frame of mind which saw
history in the myths of Greek deities and heroes, or
with Livy placed showers of stones and impossible
births on a_ level with Punic wars and Roman legislation, was a frame of mind which had not only passed
away, but seemed impossible even to conceive. The
literature in which it was enshrined was a literature
which refused to stand the tests demanded from it by
the modern canons of critic,ism. The age of faith had
been succeeded by an age of scientific scepticism, and
the' tests of truth required by the age of scientific
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scepticism had not been anticipated, and therefore
had not been provided, by the age of faith. The
earlier history of Greece and Rome was filled with
legends which we of to-day can see at a glance must
have been the product of fancy and superstition, and
the historical character of the narratives with which
these legends are associated was at first suspected and
then denied. We know that gods nev~r fought with
men on"the plains of Troy ;_it was therefore an easy
step to take to deny the historical existence of Troy
or the occurrence of its famous siege, and to point in
proof of the denial to the want of contemporaneous
record _of the event. Greek prose literature does not
begin until the sixth, or at most the seventh, century
before our era ; how then can we be called upon to
believe that a dynasty of powerful princes had ruled,
centuries before, over Mykence, and had led a conquering fleet to the shores of Asia Minor ? The
legends connected_ with the names of Agamemnon and
Menelaos were interwoven with the actions of deities
in whom we no longer believe, and with miracu.lous
occurrences which those deities were asserted to have
occasioned. The historical critic, accordingly, rejected
them all ; to seek in them for grains of history, it was'
alleged, would be as useless a task as to seek in the
sunshine for grains of gold. The myths and legends
of early Greece or of early Rome were bound together
in an indissoluble union ; to select a fragment here
and there and declare it to be historical would be to
ignore the rules of scientific evidence, and to lay claim
to a power of divination. We must either accept the
legends as a whole, like the historians of previous
centuries, or reject them as a whole. And historical
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criticism had little difficulty in deciding which it was
its duty to do.
Twenty years ago little was left us of what had
been handed down as the earlier history of civilised
m.an. Historical criticism had been ruthless in its
iconoclasm. ·First one portion of ancient history had
been relegated to the land of myth and fable, and
then another. The destructive method of Niebuhr
had- been accepted ; the constructive side of his work,
in which he had attempted to substitute a new history
of his owri for the history he had demolished, was
rejected.·. Narratives, the historical _truth of which
had. been a,dmitted by the earlier critiGs, vvere eventually condemned ; whatever did not satisfy the most
stringent requirements of criticism was expunged
from the pages of history. In the hands 'o(Sir George
Cornewall Lewis the history of Rome was made to
begin with its capture by the Gauls ; the Greek
history ofSir George Cox knows of scarcely anything
that is historical before the age of Solon. and Peisistratos. Havet not only threw doubt on the Egypt!a!1
and· Babylonian histories of Manetho and Ber6ssos;
he denied 'the literary existence of Manetho and
Ber6ssos themselves. 1 The scepticism of historical
criticism could hardly go any further.
It was based on and supported by certain general
assumptions. One of these was the unlikeness .of the
ancient oriental world to. the Greek and, Roman
world of the classical age. The inferiority of the
ancient oriental world in culture and ~ducation was
assumed as a matter of course. It was taken for
~ E. Bavet : "Memoire sur la Date des Ecrits qui. portent
les noms de Berose et de Manethon," Paris r873. .
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granted that no literature worthy of the name existed
before Herodotos and .LEskhylos, and that the idea of
composing a history of contemporaneous events was .
a Greek invention. Writing, if known at. all, was
confined to the few, and was used chiefly for monumental purposes. That there was a literary age in
the East long before there was a literary age in the
West never entered the mind of the critic; or if it
did, it was dismissed with contempt. Anything,
therefore, which seemed to imply the existence of
such a literary age, or which appe<ded to it for confirmation, was at once ruled out of court. The very
fact that the authenticity of a particular narrative
pre-supposed a widely-extended circle of readers and
writers in the time of Moses was considered sufficient
for its condemnation. Whatever ran counter to the
dominant assumption had to be explained away,
philology notwithstanding ; and so " the pen of the
scribe" in the song of Deborah and Barak (Judges
v. 14) became "the marshal's baton."
There was yet another assumption by which criticism was largely, if unconsciously, biassed. This was
the belief in the limited geographical knowledge of
the ancient eastern world. The existence of regular
high-roads, and the possibility of transporting large
bodies of men to distant localities, were held to be
among the dreams and fancies of an uncritical age.
That Babylonian armies could have marched into
Palestine in the days of Abraham, much less that
Babylonian kings could have established their empire
there, seemed wholly impossible. The documents
in which such statements occurred appeared selfcondemned.
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Still more prevalent was the assumption that the
language and statements of an ancient oriental writer
must be measured by the standard of a modern
European. An exactitude was required of them
which would not. and could not be demanded of many
modern writers of history. A single error. in detail,
a single inconsistency, a single exaggeration, a,single
anachronism,· was considered sufficient to overthrow
the credit of a whole narrative. And it sometimes
happened that the error or inconsistency was of the
critic's own creation, due to a false interpretation or a
mistaken combination of the narratives before him.
But even where this was not the case, it was expected
that an ancient oriental annalist should express himself with the sobriety of a Western European and the
precision of a modern man of science.
It is true that the critic would have been the first
to disavow any such expectation. But it is also true
that he has frequently acted ,on the tacit assumption
that such must have been the case, A good deal of
the historical criticism which has been passed on the
Old Testament is criticism which seems to imagine
that the compiler of the Book of Judges or the Books
of Kings was a Germah scholar surrounded by the
volumes of his library, and writing in awe of the
reviewers. What may be called historical hair-splitting
has been the bane of scientific criticism: It has been
mainly due to a want of sympathy with the age and
writers of the documents which are criticised, and to a
difficulty of realizing the conditions under which they
lived, and the point of view from which they wrote.
Even more frequent and more fatal than historical
hair-splitting has been the habit of arguing from the
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ignorance of the. critic himself. Time after time
statements have been assumed to be untrue because
we cannot bring forward other evidence in support of
the facts which they record. The critic has made his
own ignorance the measure of the credibility of an
ancient document. The earlier history of Jerusalem before the Israelitish conquest of Canaan was
unknown; the story of the priest-king Melchizedek
stood alone, unsupported by any fragment of antiquity
that had come down to us; and accordingly it was
~sserted to be unhistorical. The mention of "the
kings of the Hittites " in the account of the siege of
Sarnaria by the Syrians (z Kings vii. 6) was declared
_ to be an error or an invention ; but it was only the
ignorance of the critic himself that was at fault. ·
It was to the histories of Greece and Rome that
scientific criticism first applied its scalpel, and it was
in the demolition of the legends and narratives with
which they commenced that its method was formed,
and the rules and principles laid down by which it
has since been guided. From the histories of Greece
and Rome it passed on to the history of ancient
Israel. The method and principles of inquiry which
were applicable to profane history were equally applicable to sacred history, and from the point of view of
the .historian no difference could be made between
them. The critical standard was necessarily the same
in both cases; we cannot admit that an argument
which would be just and conclusive in the case of
Herodotos would be unjust and inconclusive in the
case of the .Pentateuch. In so far as the critical
analysis of Greek and Roman . history had been
a success, it was right to expect that the same
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ctitical analysis of Israelitish history would also be a
-success.
Inevitably, therefore, the scientific criticism of the
Old Testament followed upon the scientific criticism
of the Greek and Roman historians, and if its tendency
was destructive in the case of the one, it was only
because it had already been destructive in the. case of
the other. The same canons of criticism that had
relegated the story of Mykena!an power or of the
Trojan war to mythland, relegated also the earlier
narratives of the 13ible to the same unhistorical region.
Abraham only followed Agamemnon ; and if the
reputed ancestor of the Hebrew race was resolved
into a myth, it was because "the king of men" had
already submitted to the same fate.
.
As it was in the early traditions of Greece that
destructive criticism found its first materials and first
elaborated its method and principles, so it was these
same traditions which formed the starting-point for
that reconstruction of the history of the past which
has built up anew what criticism had destroyed, and
corrected the extravagances of an over-confident
scepticism. With the excavations of Dr. Schliemann
a new era began for the study of antiquity. Criticism
had either demolished the literary tradition or thrown
such doubt upon it as to make the scholar hesitate
before he referred to it. The ages before the beginning of the so-called historical period in Greece had
become a blank or almost a blank. They were like
the maps of Central Africa made some forty years
ago, in which the one-eyed monsters or vast lakes
which had occupied it in the maps of an earlier epoch
were swept away and nothing was put in their place,
'
c
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It has been reserved for modern exploration to supply
the vacant space and to prove that, after. all, the
Motmtains of the Moon and the lakes of the Portuguese map-makers had a foundation in fact. It has
similarly been reserved for the excavators and arch<e·qlogists of the last twenty years to restore the lost
pages of the ancient history of civilisation, and to
make it clear that the literary tradition,. imperfect
though it may have been, and erroneous in its details,
was yet substantially correct.
The spade of Dr. Schliemann and his followers has
agairi brought to light the buried empire of Agameinnon. Our knowledge of the culture and power
of the princes of Mykenre and Tiryns in the heroic
age of Greece is no longer dependent ori the question.able memory oftradition. We can examine with our
.own eyes arid hands the palaces in which they lived,
the ornaments they used, the weapons with which
they were armed. 'vVe can trace their intercourse
'vith the distant lands of the East and North, with
the Egyptians of the Delta, the Phcenicians of
Canaan, the Hittites of Asia Minor, and that northern
population which collected the amber. of the Baltic.
The voyag.e of a Menelaos to Egypt or of a Paris to
Sidon has ceased to be a historical anachronism
which the critic can dismiss without further argument.
We now know that although the heroic age of Hellas
has left us no literary monument, it was nevertheless
an age of culture and civilisation, the recollection of
which lingered with astonishing accuracy down to
the later ages of literary Greece. Excavation has
proved that the "higher" critic was not justified in
cJenying. the ·credibility of the general picture pre-
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sented by· the Greek tradition of the -heroic age
bec<;~.use in certain details it co~ld not -bear the test
of criticism. The outlines of the picture were true ;
it was only the colouring which reflected the ideas
and fa:ndes of a later day.
The reconstruction of primitive Greek history was
followed by the reconstruction of primitive Oriental
history. Schliemann was followed by Petrie, as he
had been preceded by Layard and Botta and the
other great pioneers of excavation in the East. But
the excavator in Egypt or Assyria or Babylonia had
assistance which was denied to his colleague in the
lands of the old Greek world. The culture of the
East had been literary from the remotest epoch to
which we cart trace it back. The monuments it has
yielded to us are for the most part written monu·
ments. Babylonia and Assyria were filled · w!th
libraries, and the libraries were filled with thousands
of books, while the Egyptian could not even hew a
tom'b out of the rock without covering its walls with
lines of writing. In the East the decipherer of the
hieroglyphics of Egypt and the cuneiform characters
of Assyria and Babylonia walks hand in hand with
the excavator. The one assists and supplements the
work of the other.
Greek archceology has benefited in part from the
work of the oriental archceologist. The discoveries
of Dr. Petrie in the FayC1m and at Tel el-Amarna have
settled the date of the remains found at Myk~nce and
Tiryns, by showing that the pottery which characterises them belongs to the age of the eighteenth and
nineteenth Egyptian dynasties. They have further
made it probable that colonists from the A:<:gcan, and
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even it may be from the southern shores of Italy,
were settled in the kingdom of the Pharaohs as far
back as the era of the Twelfth dynasty.! Indeed at a
still older epoch, in the days when the Egyptian
monarchs of the Sixth dynasty were erecting their
pyramids, the Mediterranean was already known as"
"the great circle of the Uinivu" or Ionians. 2 A
Yivana or "Ionian," a name which corresponds letter
for letter with the Hebrew Ja van, is referred to in
one of the cuneiform tablets found at Tel el-Amarna,
and written in the century before the Exodus, as
being on a mission in the country of Tyre. We need
not wonder any longer that objects of Egyptian
manufacture have been disinterred at Myken~, or
that Greek tradition remembered the intercourse
which existed between the Peloponnesos'and the Delta
in the heroic age of Hellas. 3
But if Greek archceology, and therewith the recon1 See W. M. Flinders Petrie : "Kahun, Gurob and Hawara,"
London 1890, and" Illahun, Kahun and Gurob," Londo11 r891.
This careful observer has since found Mykemean pottery among
the ruins of the capital of Khu-n-Aten at Tel el-Amarna, As
the city existed for only about thirty years (cir. B.C. 1400-1370)
and was deserted after the death of its founder, we can fix the
date of the pottery with astonishing precision.
2 Erman in the Zeitschrijt fiir iigyptische Sprache, xxix. i.
p. 39·
3 The passage in which the Ionian is mentioned is as follows
(Winckler and Abel : " Mittheilungen aus den orientalischen
Sammlungen," Pt. 2, Berlin 189o, No. 42): "This year (certain)
men have come into the presence of the king who is like the
God Assur and the Sun-god in heaven ; they have reported to
him : The sons of Ebed-Asherah have taken two horses of the
king and chariots, according to their desires, and the men whom
he sent have given them up; and the Ionian is on a mission to
the country of Tyre, doing this deed in it eight days."
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struction of early Greek history, has benefited by the
discoveries that have been made in the East, how
much more important have those discoveries been to
the student of the Old Testament Scriptures ! The
criticism which spared so little of early Greek history
was inclined to spare still less of early Biblical hi~tory.
The vei·y fact that this history was popnlarly placed
on a different footing from classical history, and regarded as peculiarly free from errors, gave the crit.ic
an unconscious bias against it. It had, too, been
written by orientals whose modes of thought were
less in harmony with those of the European critic
than the modes of thought of a Greek writer. He
could less readily understand and sympathise with
the one than he could with the other. The pages of
the Old Testament were accordingly ransacked for
arguments against itself. No point, however minute,
which could tell against it was overlooked, no interpretation was neglected which could assist in the work
of destruction. The accuracy of language and expression demanded from the sacred historians was
mathematical in its exactness; it was an accuracy
which could not with fairness be demanded from any
ancient writer, more especially one whose home was
in the East.
It is true that the " higher critic " was no v~orse an
offender in this respect than the so-called "apologist,"
who presumed to apologise for the apparent imperfections and inconsistencies of Scripture. The verbal
hair-splitting of the one was matched by the ~erbal
hair-splitting of the other. Unimportant details. were
pl<;tced on a level with the main facts of a narrative,
worqs were tcn:tured into senses which they ~ou]q
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never have borne, and meanings were read into passages of the Old Testament which belonged to the
nineteenth century, and not to the age when the
documents were originally composed. · The "apolo~
gist" showed himself only too ready to rival the
''higher critic" in demanding from the Biblical writet:s
a mathematical accuracy of expression, and in order
to support his views had recourse to arguments which
sinned against the first principles of common sense.
They were, at all events, argUI:nents which would not
have peen admitted in the case of any other literature,
and had· they been .Produced. on qehalf of the Hindu
Rig-Yeda or the Qoran 9f Mobammed, the ''a polo_·
gist" would himself have been the first to deQy their
validity. The ·''higher critic'' and the" apologist''
alike obscured the main point at issue by a micro~
scopic attention to unimportant particulars, the one
maintaining that small errors of details vvere sufficient
to cast doubt on the credibility of a historical na,rrative or to determine its age and character, the other
that equally small matters of detail could be proved
to be in accordance with . the latest hypothesis of
science. They were both alike the true descendants
of the Jewish Massoretes, who considered counting
the words and letters of the Old Testament a
weightier business than ascertaining what they actually
meant.
The reaction against the extreme scepticism to
which the method and principles of scientific criticism
had led began, as I have said, in the field of classical
history. It was here that the work of reconstruction
was commenced by the excavator and the arch;:eologist\ BibHca,l history followed in the wake qf
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classical history. Criticisin had rejected the larger
part of the earlier history of the. Old Testament,
indeed in thehands of Havet and Vernes-the first
of them, be it observed, being an eminent Greek
scholar-it had gone further, and declared that before
the Babylonian Exile there was little of it which could
be believed. But meanwhile discoveries were being
made in the Biblical lands of the East, which enable
us to test these conclusions of the "higher criticism,"
and see how far the scepticism embodied in them can
be justified. Discovery has been crowding on dis·
covery, each more marvellous than the last, and bear~
ing more or. less directly on the Old Testament
records. So rapidly has the work of the excavator
and the decipherer been proceedit1g, that it has been
difficult even for the oriental arch..eolog·ist to follow it,
and estimate its consequences for the study of ancient
history. Still less can it be expected that either the
'' high~r critic" by profession or tlie public a;t large
has been able to follow it and realise the complete
revolution it must make in our conceptions of the
ancient oriental world. The assumptions and preconceptions with which the "higher criticism" started,
and upon which so many of its conclus.ions are built,
have been swept away either wholly or in part, and
iri place of the scepticism it engendered there is pow
a danger lest the oriental arch..eologist should adopt
too excessive a credulity. The revelations of the past
which have been made .to him of late years have
inclined him to believe that thete is nothing· impossible in history any more than there is. in ·science,
and that he is called upon to believ~ rather than ~o
(ioubt,
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We are but just beginning to learn how ignorant
we have been of the civilised past, and how false our
ideas have been in regard to it. We are but just
beginning to realise that the fragments of Hebrew
literature contained in the Old Testament are the
wrecks of a vast literature which extended over the
ancient oriental world from a remote epoch, and that
we cannot understand them aright except in the light
of the contemporaneous literature of which they
formed a portion. We now know that this Hebrew
literature was no isolated phenomenon, for the explanation of which extraordinary causes are required,
and that the history embodied in it was based on
literary records, and not on the shifting evidenc<': of
fantasy and tradition. The veil that .has so long
concealed the innermost shrine of the past has been
lifted at last, and we have ,been permitted to enter,
though it be as yet but a little way.
It may seem, perhaps, that we ought still to wait
before applying the results of oriental discovery to the
historical records of the Old Testament, and testing
by means of them the current conclusions of the
"higher criticism." But enough has already been
achieved in oriental archceology not only to let us see
what must be its general bearings on our conceptions
of the Old Testament records, but also what is its
direct relation to individual portions of them. Enough
has been brought to light and interpreted by the
student of oriental antiquity to enable us to test and
correct the conclusions of the critic, and to demonstrate that his scepticism has been carried to an
extreme. The period of scepticism is over, the period
qf re~onstrqction has be~un. We sh,all find that thy
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explorer and deCipherer have given back to us the old
documents and the old history, in a new and changed
form it may be, but nevertheless substantially the
same.
Moreover it is a good thing to take stock from time
to time of the knowledge we have acquired. It is
only in this way that we can tell how far we have
advanced: and build as it were a platform for further
research. To know how much has been accomplished
is a spur to accomplish more. It is only lately that
the results of the "higher criticism" have made their
way to the mind of the general public, creating alarm
in some quarters, satisfaction in others; the results of
recent oriental discovery, so far as they bear upon this
" higher criticism," are either not known at all, or else
only in a vague and indefinite way. The arguments
of the "hig:her critic" seem so much more conclusive,
so much more in accordance with the scientific requirements of the day, than the counter argument;; of the
"apologist," that the ordinary educated reader finds
it difficult to resist them. It is well for him to learn,
therefore, how far they are supported by the facts of
archceology. A single fact has before now upset a
dozen arguments which had appeared to be incontroveitible.
But let us not forget that in one important respect
at least, both the "higher critic" and the archceologist
are agreed. Both alike are seeking for. the truth, and
this truth is historical and not theological. It is as
historians and not as theologians that we must
investigate the records of the Old Testament, if we
are to obtain results that will satisfy the great mass of
reasoning- men, With questions of inspiration anq
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the like we have nothing to do. As long· as our
researches are historical and archa~ological, the
Scriptures of the Old Testament mus! be for us
merely a fragment of that ancient oriental literature,
other fragments of which are being exhumed from the
mounds of Egypt, of Assyria, or of Babylonia. They
are historical documents which must be examined
according to the same method a1id upon the same
principles as other documents which claim to be
historical. We niust not apply to them a different
measure from that which we should apply to the
Chronicles of Froissart or the Histories of Herodotos.
The arguments which are sound in the one case will
be sound in the other, those which are unsound in ~he
one case will be equally unsound in the other. We
cannot grant the benefit of an argument t'o the author
of the Books of Chronicles which we deny. to
Holinshed or Geoffrey of Monmouth.
, Old Testament history has been treated unfairly,
alike by friend and foe. They have both sought to
defend a thesis, instead of endeavouring to discover
what it actually has to tell us. Any arg·ument, how'-·
ever trivial, which would throw discredit on it has
been acceptable to the one, while the other has too
often undertaken to defend the impossible. Ha<;l
any other history been treated in the same way, the
educated world would have protested long ago. But
the Biblical records have been put into a category
by themselves, to their infinite harm and abuse.
Commentators have been more anxious to discover
their own ideas in them, than to discover what the
statements contained. in them really mean. It is
indeed strange how seldom we think of even trying
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to understand what a passage of Scripture must have
originally signified to the author and his readers, or
to realise its precise meaning. It may: be due to a
want of historical imagination, or to .over-great .
familiarity with the mere language of the Bible;
whatever be the cause, the fact remains. We read
the Old Testament as we should tead a fairy-tale,
seldom realising that its heroes were men of flesh
arid blood like ourselves, and that the world in which
they lived and moved was the same world as that
into which we were born. Nothing is so striking
as the way in vvhich an unintelligible passage of the
Authorised Version is passed over, not only by the
.ordinary English reader, but even by the commentator.
It is to both ".a tale of little meaning, though the
words are strong," and the strength of the words seems
completely to conceal the want of meaning. It is
s'ufficient if they attach to it some vague sense, though
they niay be quite sure that the sense they attach is
the last which it could originaily have borne.
It must not be supposed that oriental arch;:eology
·and the "higher criticism" are irreconcilable foes.
On the contrary we shall see that in many respects
the .learning and acumen of· the long line of critics
who have laboured and fought over the words of
~Scripture have not been altogether in vairi.
Much
has been established by them, which the progress of
oriental research tends more and more to confirm.
There are narratives and statements in the Old
Testament as to which the scepticism of the critic
has been shown to be justified. The judgment he
hqs passed on the so-called historical'chapters of the
Book of Paniel has been abundantly verified by the
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recent discoveries of Assyriology. · The sam·e evi·
dence and the same arguments which have demon•
strated that the scepticism of the '' higher criticism"
was hasty and unfounded in certain instances
have equally demonstrated that it was well fotuided
in others. We cannot accept the evidence in one
case and refuse to accept it in the other. If once we
appeal to the judgment of oriental archceology we
must abide by its verdict, whatever it may be. The
archceologist is happily attached to no party; he has
no theories to defend, no preconceived theory to
uphold. He is bound to follow the facts brought to
light by the progress ·of discovery and research,
wherever they may lead him. vVhether they support
the views of the "higher critic" or of the upholders
of traditional opinions is no concern of his. His duty
is to state and explain them regardless of their consequences for theological controversy. All he is
bound to do is to point out clearly where practical
certainty ends and mere probability begins, where
the facts tell their own tale and where their broken
and dislocated character demands the hypothesis of
the interpreter.
·But it is important to observe that at those points
at which the "higher ci"iticism" is brought into contact
with oriental archceology, .even the theories of the
archceologist differ, or ought to differ, from those of
the critic and of his "apologetic" antagonist. They
are based oil that essentially necessary foundation of
all scientific truth, the comparison of at least two sets
offacts which have been studied independently one of
the other. The vice of all attempts to explain the
:Bible through itself is that the student is here dealing-
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with one set of facts only, with what I have already
described in logical phraseology as a'' single instance."
The theories so formed may be very ingenious and
very learned, bU.t they are too largely dependent on
the "inner consciousness" of their author to corn·
mand universal consent_. Indeed it has not unfrequently happened that consent has been granted to
them by their author alone.
Controversies have raged, and are still raging, over
matters which could be settled at once by the discovery
of a single inscription, or even it may be of a single
potsherd. They have been raised where the materials
at hand were insufficient to allow of more than a
barely possible interpretatfon, and where accordingly
the arguments urged on either side were equally
inconclusive and unconvincing. All at once the
spade of the excavator has disinterred some ancient
monument, or the decipherer of lost languages has
revealed the true sense of some hitherto unexplained document, and the problem is solved forthwith. Light is poured in upon it from outside, and
the ineffectual attempts to light it from within have
been superseded for ever.
It is time that the large section of the public which
takes an interest in the history of the past, and more
esp,ecially in that portion of the past which is recorded
in the Old Testament, should know how widely the
light has now begun to shine. The defenders of traditional beliefs have been appealing with confidence to
the testimony .ofthe ancient monuments, and maintain~
ing that the vindication it has already afforded of the
truth of the old records is an earnest of what is yet in
store. The "higher criticism " has in many quarters
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adopted a more arrogant tone, and refused to listen
to arch<eological science except where its results are
in accordance with its own. The object of the following· chapters will be to determine how far the
confidence of the "apologist" is justified, and the
arrogance of the critic condemned:

CHAPTER II.
THE ANTIQUITY OF ORIENTAL LITERATURE.

ONE of the most assured results of the literary
analysis of the Old Testament records has been the
existence of documents of different age and authorship
in the Pentateuch. Opinions may differ widely as to
the authorship of certain passages and the dates to
which the several documents are to be assigned, but
about the general fact of the composite character of
the Pentateuch competent critics of all schools are
now agreed. The literary foundation upon which the
history and religion of Israel tested is, in its present
form, a composite work.
The fact is fully in accordance with the teachings
of oriental arch.:eology. The place occupied by the
Pentateuch in the sacred literature of Israel was substantially occupied by the so-called Book of the
Dea,d in the sacred literature of Egypt, as well as by
the religious hymns and the ritLtal of which they
formed part in the sacred literature of Babylonia.
The Book of the Dead was a collection of prayers
and my3tical formul.:e by means of which the soul
of the dead was enabled to secure its final rest and
happiness ii1 the next world. Thanks to the labours
of Mr. Naville we can now trace its history, from the
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days of the pyramid-builders down to the age of the
Persian conquest of Egypt.! Its form changed from
age to age. New chapters were embedded in it, old
chapters were modified ; glosses added in the margin
to explain some obsolete word or phrase made their
way into the text, and even glosses upon these glosses
met with the same fate. The sacred book of the
Egyptian, which the pious care of his friends caused
to be buried with him and its chapters painted on
the walls of his tomb o1• the sides of his sarcophagus,
was an amalgamation of documents and beliefs of
various ages and localities. As Professor Maspero
has shown, more than one contrary belief is embodied
in it, one belief being contained in chapters which
emanated from one part of Egypt, and another belief
in those which emanated from another part of the
country. 2 The same diversity of view which criticism
has indicated to exist between the two accounts of the
Creation given in the two first chapters of Genesis has
been shown to exist between different portions of the
Egyptian "Book of the Dead."
The same fact meets us again when we turn to
Babylonia. Here, as Lenormant was the first to point
out,3 two great collections of sacred literature existed,
one of them consisting of magical charms by which
the spirits of heaven and earth could be compelled
to obey the will of the priestly sorcerer, the other of
1 E. Naville: "Das agyptisches Todtenbuch der 18-zo
Dynastie," Berlin I 886, and Maspero : "Le Livre· des Morts"
in the Revue de l'Histoire des Religiotts, 1887.
2 Maspero: "Les Hypogees royaux de Thebes" and "La
Mythologie egyptienne" in the Revue de l'Histoire des Religiom,
r888, r889.
3 "La Magie chez les Chaldeens," Paris 1874.
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hymns to the gods. Both collections were embodied
in an elaborate ritual, the rubrics of which contain
minute directions for the correct recitation of the
charms and hymns. Not only were the individual
charms and hymns necessarily of different authorship
and date, an examination of their language and con~
tents makes it clear that many of them are of composite origin. We find passages in them which can
be shown to be of later date than the rest of the
poem into which they have been incorporated, as well
as statements and points of view which are mutually
inconsistent. 1
Perhaps the clearest example of the growth of a
literary work, as yet afforded by the clay t?-blets of
Babylonia, is the great Epic of primitive Chald;ea. It
centres round the adventures of the hero Gilgames,
the prototype of the Greek Perseus and Herakles,
and assumed its present form in the age of the literary
revival under King Khammurabi (B.C. 2356--2301).
The adventures have been woven together into a
poem in twelve books, the subject of each book corresponding with the name of the Zodiacal sign which
answers to it in numerical order. Thus it is in the
second book that Gilgames slays the. winged bull sent
by Anu, the god of heaven, to avenge the slight done
to the beauty of the goddess Istar, and it is in the
eleventh book, corresponding with Aquarius, the
eleventh sign of the Zodiac, that the Babylonian story
of the Deluge is introduced as an episode. In its
present form, in fact, the Epic has been arranged upon
an astronomical principle; and older poems, or frag•
1 .Sayee : Hibbert Lectures on "The Religion of the Ancient
Babylonians" (r887), pp. 317 sqq. See also p. 447·
D
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ments of older poems, have been interwoven into it
in accordance with this arrangement. In one place,
for example, we find a number of lines which have
been taken bodily from another old Chalda::an poem,
that which described the Descent of Istar into the
world of the Dead. The story of the Deluge in the
eleventh book, again, is not only an episode, plainly
extracted by the author from elsewhere, but is itself
an amalgamation of at least two earlier poems on the
same subject. In this way we can explain how it
is that the Flood is ascribed in it to two different
deities; in one passage it is Bel, in another Samas
the Sun-god who is spoken of as its author.
The composite character of the Pentateuch, therefore, is only what a study of similar contemporaneous literature brought to light by modern research
would lead us to expect. The "higher" criticism of
the Old Testament has thus been justified in its
literary analysis of the Books of Moses. The questions involved were mainly philological, and the critic
consequ~ntly had sufficient materials before him for
guiding and checking his conclusions. It was only
when he was compelled to step i_nto the field of the
historian and determine the age of the several documents he had discovered, that his IJ1aterials failed him,
and. his results became a matter of dispute.
The critic has usually started with a conviction of
the modernness of the application of writing to literature in the true sense of the word. Classical scholars
had impressed upon him the belief'that literature as
such had no existence before the age of Solon, or
even of the Persian wars. It therefore became impossible to conceive of a Samuel, or still less of a Moses,
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sitting down to compile a history and a code of
laws.
Moreover the exploration of Eas1.ern lands had
tended to strengthen this conviction. It was known
that the Hebrews, like the other nations of Syria,
used a form of the Phcenician alphabet. Now no inscription in the letters of the Phcenician alphabet
had been found which went back even to so early
a date as the time of Solomon. Multitudes of such
inscriptions had indeed been discovered, but most of
them belonged to the epoch of the Ptolemies. The
shapes of the letter~, furthermore, indicated that they
were employed for purely monumental purposes.
They were composed of angles, such as would be
necessitated by theii· incision on stone or metal or
wood, not of the curves which would be substituted
for the angles in writing on parchment and papyrus.
It seemed obvious to conclude that the application.
of the Phcenician alphaJ.>et to other than monumental
uses was of comparatively late date.
And yet we "now know that such a conclusion is
not really warranted by the facts. A Jewish inscription has been found, of the period of the kings, the
letters of which, though engraved on stone, nevertheless have rounded instead of square angles. The
people Who employed them must have been accustomed to write with a pen on papyrus and parchment rather than with the chisel on wood and
stone. The earliest Hebrew text of which we know,
a text which is probably contemporary with the reign
of Ahaz or Hezekiah, thus points in the clearest
possible way to the existence at the time of a true
literature. What other conclusions may be drawn
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from the inscription of Siloam must be reserved till
we come to the period to which it properly belongs.
For the present it is sufficient that the oldest Hebrew
inscdption yet discovered indicates the employment
G-f alphabetic writing at Jerusalem in the age of the
kings for literary, and not monumental, purposes.
The comparative~y late date to which we must
assign the first text yet known to us which is written
in the letters of the Phcenician alphabet is a fact
which should not be pressed too far. On the one
hand it must be remembered that no systematic
excavations have as yet been undertaken either in
Phcenicia or in Syria or the larids eastward of the
Jordan, and within the limits of Palestine itself the
excavations begun by Dr. Flinders Petric in 1890 for
the Palestine Exploration Fund, and which resulted in
the discovery of Lachish, are the first scientificallyconducted excavations that have been made. 'vVc
are still quite ignorant of what lies buried beneath the
soil. Before Botta and Layard brought to light the
palaces of Assyria and the hundreds of wi·itten tablets
which constituted the library of Nineveh, the cuneiform inscriptions known to the world were not only
far fewer than the Phcenician inscriptions with which
we are at present acquainted, but Assyrian cuneiform
inscriptions were not known at all. A· small glass
case in the British Museum was sufficient to contain
the whole collection of Assyrian and Babylonian
antiquities, and the greater part of them had come
from Babylonia. No one could even dream that a
vast literature was lying under the mounds of Assyria,
waiting only for the spade of the excavator.!
1

Mr. l3liss's recent excavations at Lachish (Tell el-Hesy)
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Then on the other hand, the origin and history of
the Phcenician alphabet-that alphabet from which
most of the existing alphabets of the world have
been derived-are by no means so easy to settle as
appeared to be the case two or three years ago. For
a long while past the view has prevailed that the
Phcenician alphabet is derived from the alphabet of
ancient Egypt. The suggestion was first made by
Champollion, the father of Egyptian philology, and
was adopted by Drummond in this country and
Salvolini in Italy. 1 But it was the famous Egyptologist Emmanuel de Rouge who first brought
forward arguments in behalf of it which could be
accepted by other scholars.2 He showed that the
number of letters in the alphabet of Phcenicia and
Palestine agreed substantially with that which had
been used by the Egyptians from time immemorial,
and formed by them out of the vast body of hierohave brought to light the fragment of a flat dish on which the
word b-l-' a "swallow ! " is incised in Phcenician letters, the first
letter (Mtit) being of a peculiarly archaic form. As the fragment
was found at a depth of 300 feet, it would seem to be a good
deal older than the ninth century B.C. (see my article in the
Quarterly Stattmmt of the Palestine Exploration Fund, January'
I893, p. 3I).
1 See Sir William_ Dnumnond's "Origines" (I825), vol. ii. pp.
34I sqq. Drummond, however, had the "Tsabaists" on the
brain, and would seem to have thought that these imaginary
people had invented the hieroglyphics out of which the
Phcenician letters were originated on the one hand and the
hieroglyphs of Egypt on the other.
2 In a Paper read before the Academie des Inscriptions in
I 8 59·
It was edited by his- son J acques de Rouge in I 87 4 under
the· title " Memoire sur !'origine egyptienne de !'Alphabet
phenicie11,"
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glyphic characters they continued to employ by the
side of it. He further showed that many of the
Phmnician letters presented a surprising likeness in
shape to the "hieratic" or cursive forms of the
corresponding Egyptian alphabet as found in a
papyrus of the age of the Twelfth dynasty. The
argument of De Rouge was clinched by Lenormant
and Canon Isaac Taylor, the latter of whom, in his
book on ''The Alphabet," pointed out that the one
Phcenician character which has no representative ~in
the alphabet of Egypt is that which denotes the
peculiarly Semitic sound of 'a;,t'n, and that it has
manifestly been originally a picture of the eye of
which 'ayin is the Semitic name. 1
The theory of De Rouge was supported by· the
fact that the discovery of Phcenician inscriptions of
earlier date than those he was acquainted with brought
to light forms of the letters which bore a closer resemblance to their supposed hieratic prototypes than
the forms which he had been able to compare vvith
them. But it was not universally accepted. Prof.
Hommel endeavoured to show that the Phcenician
letters were derived from ancient forms of certain
Babylonian cuneiform characters? while Prof. Eduard
Meyer suggested for them a Hittite parentage. One
of the chief difficulties in the theory was the long
interval of time between the earliest known example
of Phcenician writing and the age of the Hyksos
kings of Egypt, when the hieratic characters were
supposed to have passed into the Phcenician letters.
Between the Moabite Stone of Mesha, the contem1

2

"The Alphabet'' (I883), vol. i. pp. I I 5, I I6.
"G('!schichte Babyloniens uncl Assyriens" (I 885),

PP· 54, 5$·
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pot·ary of Ahab, or the dedication to the Baal of
Lebanon which is believed to be about half a century
older, and the epoch of the Twelfth Egyptian dynasty
is a space of more than r 500 years. We know how
rapidly the forms of letters change, especially when
they are transported _from one people to another,
and we may therefore well ask how it happened
that the Phcenician letters continued to bear so close
a resemblance to their supposed Egyptian prototypes
during that long interval of time? We may also ask
how it is that no inscriptions have been discovered in
Egypt or elsewhere which serve to bridge over the
gulf between the epoch of the 1-Iyksos and that of the
dedication to Baal-Lebanon?
But the explorations of Dr. Glaser in Southern
Arabia have lately put the question in a new and
unexpected light. 1 Dr. Glaser has re-copied a large
part of the numerous inscriptions found on the rocks
and ancient monuments of Yemen and 1-Iadhramaut,
and has added more than a thousand fresh ones to their
number. The inscriptions were long known as 1-Iimyaritic, but as they are in two different dialects, one of
which is more archaic than the other, and belong _to
the two separate kingdoms of Ma'in and Saba, it is
better to distinguish them as Mir.cean and Sabcean,
Saba is the Sheba of the Old Testament whose queen
came to visit Solomon, and~ the people of Ma'in are
th'e Minceans of the classical'writers, and, as Glaser and
1-Iommel believe, the Maonites of Judges x. 12. At
1 "Skizze der Geschichte Arabiens von den altesten Zeiten bis
zum Propheten Muhammad" (Munich r889), besides various
Papers contributed by him and Prof. Hommel to different
periodicals.
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any rate in the Septuagint Zophar, the friend of Job,
is called "king of the Minceans" (Job ii. r r). ·it has
hitherto been imagined that the kingdoms of Ma'in
and Saba were contemporaneous one with the other.
But against this view Dr. Glaser has brought forward
arguments which are difficult to answer. He points
out that the Min<:ean inscriptions are scattered through
the territory of the Sab;:eans, like the fragments of
the county of Cromarty in Scotland, and that consequently it is as impossible to believe them to be of
the same age. as it would be to believe that one
dynasty of kings could rule in London and Oxford,
while another dynasty was ruling in Reading and
Banbury. And even supposing the possibility of
such an occurrence, we should still have to expl'ain
why it was that the subjects of the one dynasty
always used a particular dialect, while the subjects of
the other, who were dispersed here and there among
them, invariably used another. Dr. Glaser acc<O rdingly concludes that the kingdom of Ma'in preceded
that of Saba, and that we can thus explain why the
Min<:ean people were· known to the geographers of
the classical age, though not the Min<:ean kingdom.
Now if the kingdom of Ma'in had already .fallen
before the rise of that of Saba, historical consequences
of great importance will follow. The existence of
the kingdom of Saba can be traced back to a considerable antiquity.· In the time ofTiglath-pileser Ill.
(R.C. 733) the power of its princes extended to the
extreme north of Arabia and brought them into contact with Assyria. Ithamar, the Sabcean monarch,
paid tribute to Sargon as his predecessor had done to
Tiglath-pileser. If the account of the visit of the
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Queen of Sheba to Solomon is historical,-and, as
we shall see hereafter, archceological discovery tends
more and more to dissipate the doubts that have
been cast upon it,-Saba was already a kingdom
three centuries before the time of Tiglath-pileser, and
its northern frontier was sufficiently near the borders
of Palestine for its ruler to have heard of the fame
of Solomon. Yet the researches of Dr. Glaser have
shown that the sovereign princes of Saba had been
preceded by Makarib or" Priests." Like the Highpriests of Assur who preceded the kings of Assyria,
as we have learnt from the cuneiform inscriptions, or
like Jethro " the Priest of Midian" according to the
Old Testament, the first rulers of Saba had been
priests rather than kings. It was only in course of
time that the Priests had transformed themselves into
kings.
The fall of Ma'in is thus pushed back far into
the centuries. Nevertheless the monuments make it
clear that Ma'in had not only been a powerful kingdom, it had also been a kingdom which enjoyed a
long term of existence. The names of thirty-three of
its kings are already known to us from the inscriptions. And these kings were obeyed throughout
the larger part of the Arabian peninsula. Doughty,
Huber, and Euting have discovered Mincean records
in the north, in the neighbourhood of Teima, the
Tema of the Old Testament (Isa. xxi. 14), which
mention three of these kings, and show that Mincean
rule extended as far north as the territories of Midian
and Edom.1 In days which, if Dr. Glaser is right,
~ Prof. D. H . .MUller: "Epigraphiscl~e Denkmaler aus Ar8,,
bien" (Vienna 1889), pp, 2, ~·
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were contemporaneous with the Exodus of Israel,
Ma'in was a cultured and prosperous realm, the mart
and centre of the spice merchants of the East, whose
kings founded settlements on the frontiers of Edom,
and whose people practised the art of alphabetic
writing.
Dr. Glaser has drawn attention to two Mincean
inscriptions which confirm the other indications we
possyss of the northward extension of Mina~an rule.
In one of these Gaza is referred to as tributary to
the king of Ma'in; in another, a ·war is mentioned
between the rulers of Northern and Southern Egypt,
which he believes to be the war of independence
waged by the· Theban princes against the Hyksos,
since it led to the flight of the Mincean governo1; of
Zar on the eastern frontier of Egypt. The inscriptions will thus be far earlier than the earliest known
to us that are written in Phrenician characters.
The silence of the Old Testament in regard to the
kingdom of Ma'in will be difficult to explain if we
do not adopt Dr. Glaser's belief in its antiquity. We
hear repeatedly of Sheba or Saba, but rarely if at
all of Ma'in. The merchants of Sheba are singled
out by the prophets and the psalmist, and according
to Gen. xxv. 3 Sheba was the brother of Dedan, and
thus occupied that very district of Teima in which
Mincean inscriptions have been found (comp. Isa.
xx. 13, r4, and Gen. x. 7). It is only in the Book of
Judges (x. 12) that we meet with a possible reference
to Ma'in ; perhaps, also, in the obscure Meunim of
the Chronicler (2 Chr. xxvi. 7). But in either case
the reference is to a people and not to a kingdom.
Admitting the antiquity of the kingdom of Ma'in 1
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and along with this the antiquity of its written monuments, a wholly new light is shed· on the early
history of the Phcenician alphabet. Instead of deriving the Mincean alphabet from the Phcenician, it
becomes necessary to derive the Phcenician alphabet
from the Mina::an. The Phcenician alphabet ceases
to be the mother-alphabet, and becomes the daughter
of an older one. Now an examination of the· two
alphabets goes to show that this view of the matter
is right. Philology has taught us that all the Semitic
la11guages once possessed certain sounds which were
subsequently lost in the dialects of Canaa.n, and accordingly have no symbols to represent them in the
Phcenician alphabet. But the sounds were preserved
in the languages of Arabia, including those of
Ma'in and Saba, and in the alphabet of these two
ancient kingdoms they are denoted by special symbols. Had this alphabet been derived from that of
the Phcenicians, analogy teaches us that the additionar symbols would either have been modified
forms of existing .letters, or else would have been
borrowed from the system of writing used by some
neighbouring people. But the additional letters of
the South-Arabian alphabet can be traced back
neither to other already existing forms, nor to the
written characters of Egypt; they possess as independent an existence as the symbols which express
the sounds of a, b, or c. It is evident that they
belonged to the primitive Semitic alphabet, and
whatever theory is proposed to explain the origin of
the latter must take note of the fact.
. But there is another fact which equally goes to show
that the Phcenician alphabet is not that primal)' source
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of alphabetic writing we have been accustomed to
believe it to be. Every Phcenician letter had a name,
and our very word alphabet is but a combination of
the names of the two first letters in a Greek dress.
In most instances the names bear little or no relation
to the earliest forms yet discovered of the Phcenician
letters. No amount of ingenuity for instance has been
able 'to find any plausible resemblance bebveen the
earliest known forms of the letter k or 7Z and the
meaning of their names kaph "the palm of the hand,"
and mm "a fish." But when we turn to the forms as
they appear in the alphabet of Ma'in, the riddle is
fi·equentty solved. We begin to understand why the
populations of Palestine gave the names they did to
the letters they had borrowed from the merchants ·of
Arabia. The problem is no longer so hopeless as it
seemed to be a short while ago.
It is not probable that a change of opinion as to
the primitive form of the Semitic alphabet and a
shifting of alphabetic primacy from Phcenicia to
Yemen will oblige us to look elsewhere than to Egypt
for the ultimate source of the alphabet itself.· In
fact Egypt and the hieroglyphic script of Egypt were
nearer to Yemen than they were to the cities of the
Phcenician coast. Intercourse between Egypt and
the southern shores of Arabia went back to prehistoric times, and it is more than possible that the
Egyptians themselves were emigrants from Yemen
and Hadhramaut. At any rate Egypt stood in a
closer relation to the people of Ma'in than Babylonia,
the only other country from which the Mincean
alphabet could have been derived.
But though the sqbstitution of Southern Arabia for
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Phcenicia as the prirri.:eval home of. our alphabet need
not shake our belief in its derivation from the hieratic
script of the Egyptians, it will make a considerable
difference in the views which we must hold about
its use in the ancient Semitic world. We need no
longer be smprised at not finding Phcenician inscrip~
tions of an earlier age than that of Solomon, or at not
discovering in the Delta the intermediate links which,
according to the current theory, ought to attach the
hieratic alphabet of Egypt to the monumental
alphabet of Phcenicia. Above all, we shall no longer
be required to regard the Israelites and their Semitic
neighbours in the period of the Exodus or of the
Judges as necessarily illiterate. On the contrary they
were in immediate contact with a people of their own
race, whose merchants were constantly passing and
repassing through the countries occupied by the
Hebrews, and who were at the same time a reading
and a writing people. At no great distance from the
Edomite frontier private individuals were erecting inscriptions in alphabetic characters, while men who
had actually lived in the border-fortress of Egypt
were leaving written records behind them.
So far, therefore, from its being improbable that the
Israelites of the age of the Exodus were acquainted
with writing, it is extremely improbable that they
were not. They had escaped from Egypt, where the
art of reading and writing was as familiar as it is in
our own days, and had made their way into a desert,
which was traversed by Min<ean traders and which
touched on one side upon Midian and on the other
upon Edom. Midian and Edom were both of them.
st:.:ttled countries, long in contact with the subjects of
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Ma'in, and therefore necessarily also with the alphabet
·which they used. How can we refuse to believe that
this alphabet had been handed on to the kinsmen
of Jethro and the children of Esau, and that if ever
the excavator can upturn the soil in Midian and
Edom he will find beneath it inscriptions which rival
in age those of the Minxans? We no 'longer have
any apriori reason for rejecting the history of Jethro
on the ground that tradition alone could have transmitted it, or for refusing to believe that the list of
the "kings that reigned in the land of Edom' before
there reigned any king over the children of Israel"
(Gen. xxxvi. 30) is 'feally an extract from the
official annals of Edom.· We may indeed have. d
posteriori reasons for our incredulity, rea~ons due to
contradictions between the accounts given in the
Bible and the results of oriental archxology, but an c~
priori reason we have none.
That Edomite and Midianite inscriptions have not
yet been discovered, is no evidence that they do
not exist. They have not yet been looked for.. The
fact that the art of writing was practised in Moab is
known only through an accident. Had not the
famous stele of King Mesha survived the devastations of past centuries to fall at last a prey to the
international jealousies of European ·antiquarians, we
should still be ignorant that such was the case.
And the survival of the stele to our own days is
one of the marvels of archxological discovery.
But the testimony borne by the Min<ean fnscrip·
tions-supposing, that is, that the conclusions of
Glaser and Hommel are cortect-does not stand alone.
A discovery made in Egypt in 1887 has revolutionised
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all our old conceptions of ancient oriental life and
history, and has proved that tlie populatiohs of
Western Asia in the age of Moses were as highly
cultured and literary as the populations of Western
Europe in the age of the Renaissance. This discovery
was that of the cuneiform tablets of Tel el-Amarna. 1
Tel el-Amarna is the name given by the modern
fellahin to a long line of mounds which extend along
_the eastern bank of the Nile, about midway between
the towns of Minieh and Assiout. They mark the
site of a chy which for a short while played an important part in Egyptian history. The Eighteenth
Egyptian dynasty, which began by driving the
Hyksos foreigner out of Egypt, ended by itself becoming Asiatic. The wars of Thothmes II I. had reduced Palestine and Syria to the condition of subject
provinces, and had planted the standards of Egypt
on the banks of the Euphrates. Here the Egyptian
king found himself in contact with another powerful
sovereign, the king of a country called N aharanna
by the Egyptians, and Aram-Naharaim-in the Old
Testament, but whose own inhabitants called it
Mitanni. The daughter of the -Mitannian monarch
married the Egyptian Pharaoh and beq.me tqe
mother of Amenophis Ill. , Atrtenpphis 'III. allied
himself still further by marriige' with the royal family
of M'itatmi, ~~d his son Amenophis IV., who followed
him on the throne of Egypt, was not only half an
Asiatic in blood, but half an Asiatic also in religion.
At first the old gods of Egypt were respected, but
1 In the pronunciation of the natives of the place the final con·
eonant of Tel is not doubled before·the following vowel. To
write "Tell," therefore, !s to commit an act of incorrect pedantry.
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after awhile Amenophis ~declared his adherence to
the worship of Aten, the solar disk, the supreme Baal
of the Semitic peoples of Asia, and endeavoured to
force the new creed upon his unwilling subjects. A
fierce persecution ensued ; the name of Amon, the god
of Thebes, was erased upon the monuments wherever
it was found, and the king changed his own name to
Khu-n-Aten, "the glory of the solar disk." But the
powerful hierarchy of Thebes proved too strong even
for the Pharaoh ; he retired from the capital of his
fathers, and built himself a new capital further north,
at the spot where Tel el-Amarna now stands. Here
he reigned for a Jew years longer, surrounded by the
adherents of the new creed, most of whom seem to
have been of Canaanitish extraction.
When Khu-n-Aten died, or was murdered, the
Egyptian empire was at an end. The troops which
had garrisoned the subject provinces were needed at
home, and Syria and Palestine passed out of Egyptian
hands. Egypt itself was distracted by civil and
religious wars, and the capital of Khu-n-Aten was
deserted, not to be inhabited again. When peace was
once more restored, it was under a Pharaoh who had
returned to the national faith.
·
On his departure from Thebes Khu-n-Aten carried
with him the official correspondence received by his
father and himself. It consisted of letters from the
kings of Babylonia and Assyria, of Mesopotamia,
Kappadokia, and Northern Syria, as well as' from the
Egyptian governor,s and protected princes in Palestine
and the adjoining countries. It is this correspondence
which has been discovered at Tel el-Amarna, and its
.contents are of the most unexpected character.

THE ANTIQUITY OF ORIENTAL LITERATURE.

49

In the first place the letters are all written upon
clay in the cuneiform characters of Babylonia. In the
second place the language of almost all of them is the
Babylonian. In two or three instances only does the
writer use his own language, though it is expressed ·
in the Babylonian cuneiform chara~ters. Not once
is the. Egyptian language or the Egyptian script
employed. The fact is alike novel and startling. It
proves that in the century before the Exodus the
Babylonian language was the common medium of
literary intercourse throughout the civilised East,
from the banks of the Nile to those of the Tigris and
Euphrates, and that the complicated · syllabary of
Babylonia JWas taught and learned along with the
Babylonia11 language throughout the whole extent of
·western Asia. The letters are written by persons of
the most diversified ra~e and nationality; many of
them are from officers of the Egyptian court, and
they are sometimes about the most trivial of matters.
They te~tify to an active and extensive correspondence, carried on, not by a select caste of scribes, but
by every one who pretended to the rank and education of a gentleman. It is clear that the foreign
culture of Babylonia must have penetrated deeply into
the heart of the populations of the ancient Orient;
there must have been schools and teachers in their
cities in which it could be learned, and libraries and
archive-chambers in which books and letters could
be stored.
The fact that in some few instances the Babylonian
language is discarded and the cuneiform syllabary
adapted to the necessities of a native dialect only
brings into stronger. relief the widespread and perE

so
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manent impression that Babylonian culture must have
made upon the multifold peoples of Western Asia.
Here and there we actually find Egyptian governors
of districts in Canaan who have adopted Babylonian
names, and when the vassal-king of Jerusalem wishes
to mention the god whose worshipper he was, he
speaks of him under a Babylonian name. The
"most High God" whose sanctuary stood near Jerusalem is identified with Uras or Nin-ip, the Sun-god
of Babylonia.
So thoroughly had the cuneiform system of writing
been adopted throughout Western Asia, and so long
had it had its home there, that each district and
nationality had had time to form its own pect;tliar
hand. We can tell at a glance, by mer~ly looking at
the forms assumed by the characters, whether a
particular document came from the south of Palestine,
froin Phcenicia, from the land ofthe Amorites, or froin
the natives of Northern Syria. The use of the Babylonian script by the nations of Western Asia must
have been earlier by many centuries than the time
of Khu-n-Aten.
·
It was difficult enough for the foreigner to learn the
language of the Babylonians sufficiently well to be
able to write it. But it was far more difficult to learn
the cuneiform system of writing in which it was
expressed. The cuneiform syllabary contains nearly
five hundred different characters, each of which has
at least two different phonetic values. In addition,
each character may be used ideographically to denote
an object or idea. But this is not all. The cuneiform
script was invented by the primitive population of
Chaldcea who spoke, not a Semitic, but an agglu-
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tinative language, and in passing to the Semitic
Babylonians· not only did• the pre-Semitic WQrds
denoted by the single characters become phonetic
values, but words denoted by two or more characte!;s
became compound ideographs, the· characters in combination representing a Semitic word the syllabl<';s of
which had no relation whatever to the phonetic values
of the separate characters that composed it. It thus
became necessary for the learner not only to commit
to memory the actual syllabary, but also the~hundreds
of compound ideographs· whi<:;h existed by the side
of it. When we further remember that the cuneiform
characters are· not pictorial, and that their shape
therefore, ,unlike the Egyptian hieroglyphics, offers
nothing to assist the memory, we shall begin~ to
understand what a labour it must have been to learn
them, and consequently to what a wide extension of
knowledge and literary activity the letters of Tel elAmarna testify.
Schools and libraries, in fact, must have existed
everywhere, and the art of writing and reading must
have been as widely spread as it was in Europe before
the days of the penny post. The cuneiform characters, moreover, were usually written upon clay,
a material that is ·practically imperishable. Papyrus
and parchment _are preserved only in the dry and
frostless climate of Egypt; the clay tablet will endure
for ever unless it is destroyed by man. The clay
books, therefore, that were stored in the cities, the
official correspondence which was laid up in the
archive-chamber, were not likely to be destroyed. As
long as there were readers who could understand the
characters and language in which they were written,
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the annalist and historian had ready to hand a mass
of documents which reflected the events of each succeeding year as truly as the newspapers reflect the
events of to-day. So far from being dependent on
tradition or the play of his own fancy, he could
consult a vast body of materials which had been
written by the actors in the scenes he undertook to
depict.
A considerable portion of the tablets of Tel elAmarna were sent from Palestine and Phrenicia.
Canaan was, in fact, a centre of the correspondence
which was going on with the Egyptian court in the
reign of Khu-n~Aten. Letters are dated from La~hish
and from Jerusalem, from Gaza of the Philistine{> and
Gaza near Shechem, from Megiddo and the plateau
of Bashan. There are others which have come from·
the cities of Phrenicia, from Gebal and Zemar, from
Tyre and Sidon. The letters imply answers and
frequently demand them. There must consequently
have been archive-chambers in the cities from which
the letters were despatched like the archive-chambers
at Thebes and the capital of Khu-n-Aten to which
they were brought.~
Why, then, should the writer of a later day have
had any lack of materials for a truthful and detailed
history of Palestine before the Israelitish conquest ?
Even if the library and archives of Jerusalem or of
Lachish perished or were buried among the ruins of
the cities upon their conquest by the Israelites, the:·e
were other places like Gaza which never underwent
.a siq1ilar fate. Hence there was no reason why the
older archives of the city should not have been
preserved, together with a knowledge of their contents.
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And even in the case of J erusalem'it is not easy to
believe that there was ever such a blank in its existence as to obliterate all recollection ofthe past. On
the contrary, the Old Testament tells us plainly that
after its capture by David, the J ebusite population was
allowed to live as before on the summit of Moriah;
it was only on Mount Zion, where the "stronghold ,l
or outpost of the J ebusites had stood, that the Jewish
"city of David" was built. The site of the temple
itself was purchased by the Israelitish king from
Araunah the J ebusite. 1
We learn from the first chapter of Judges that
several of the most important of the cities of Canaan
held out 'successfully against the Israelitish invader.
Some of them, like Jerusalem, did not pass into the
permanent possession of the Israelites until the days
of the monarchy; others, like·Gibeon, came to terms·
with the invaders and escaped the horrors cif capture
and destruction. The cities of the Philistines remained untaken and more or less independent down
to the time of the Babylonian Exile ; so also did the
cities of the Phrenician coast, while such centres of
ancient Canaanitish power at1d culture as Gezer and
Megiddo (Judg. i. 27, 29) were left in the hands
of their original possessors. When the Israelitish
monarchy was at last consolidated, at a period to
which it is agreed on all hands that certain portions
of the Books of Samuel reach back, it was still
possible for the historian to find in the .chief cities of
Palestine an abundance of materials, which had all
the weight of contemporaneous evidence, for writing
the history of the past. The letters \i;hich had been
1

See also Judg. i. 2 r.
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sent by Khu-n-Aten to M~giddo and Gezer, to
Ashkelon and Acre, might still be lying in the
archive-chambers where they were first deposited,
permanently legible, aJ1d accessible to whoever
desired to make use of them.
There are statements in the Old Testament itself
which are in full harmony with the conclusions to
which the tablets of Tel el~Amar11a have led us.
The statements have been neglected or explained
away, it is true, but it is no less true that they exist.
One of the chief exploits of Othniel, the Kenizzite,
and the deliverer of his people from the yoke of
Aram-Naharaim, was the capture of Kirjath-sepher,
"the city of Books." The name implies the cl,laracter of the place; it must have been tl;e seat of a
library like those of the great cities of Baby'lonia
and Assyria,-a library which doubtless, consisted in
large measure of books on clay that may yet be
brought to light. In one passage (Josh. xv. 49) the
city is called Kltjath-sannah, "the city of instruction." We: are no longer. obliged to see in this name
a corruption of the text; we now know that there
must have been many cities "of instruction" in
Palestine, where the books stored in them were
studied by numerous pupils. 1
1 Kirjath-sannah may be referred to under the name of Bit·
'Sani in a fragmentary letter of Ebed-tob, the vassal-king of
Jerusalem, contained in the Tel el-Amarna collection (vVinc!der
and Abel : Mt'tflteilzmg'i!tt azts der ort'mtalt'scltm Sammlttltgett,
Pt. III., No. 199). We there read: "Behold, the country of
Gath-Carmel has fallen away to Tagi and the men of the city
of Gath. He is in Beth-Sani ; and we have effected that they
should give Labai and the country of the Sute (Beduin) to the
district of the Khabiri (Hebron ?)." A re-examination of the
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Kirjath-sannah, we are told, was also known as
Debir, a word which is rendered "the oracle" in the
Authorised Version of I Kings vi. 5· It meant the
inner shrine of the temple, the Holy of Holies, where
the deity "spoke" to his worshippers. It was
essentially "a place of speaking," wherein the oracles
of the god were delivered to his priests. It was thus
a fitting spot for the site of a great library. The
libraries of Assyria and Babylonia were similarly
situated in the temples, and were under the patronage
of N ebo, whose name signifies "the prophet" or
"speaker." It may be that, as at Delphi in Greece,
so in Canaan the first impulse towards the formation
of a library had been the oracles delivered by the
deity and afterwards collected into a book by the
priests ; however this may be, it is sufficient to know
that in establishing the great library of Southern
Canaan in a city famous for its "oracle," the
Canaanites were but following the example of the
people of Babylonia.
Kirjath-sepher was overthrown; its library buried
under its ruins, and its very site forgotten. After
ages remembered that it had stood in the neighbourhood of the great sanctuary of Hebron, but beyond
this tradition remembered only its name. But the
name with all that it indicates has been abundantly
justified by the latest discoveries of oriental archce~
ology.
Kirjath-sepher is an 'evidence that libraries existed
original tablet has enabled me to correct Winclder's copy of the
passage and consequently of the translation of it which I have
given in the'new series of the Records of, tlte Past, vol. v., p. 73·
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in Canaan at the epoch of the Israelitish inv'asion,
and that the fact was known and recollected by
the invaders. We have another evidence that the
invaders themselves were not the illiterate Beduin
tribes it has long been the fashion to suppose.
The antiquity of the Song of Deborah in the Book
of Judges (chap. v.) is admitted by critics of the most
sceptical tendency. It is allowed on all sides that
the poem is contemporary with the event which it
records, and the "higher criticism" regards it as the
oldest fragment of Hebrew literature that has been
preserved to us. And yet it is precisely in this Song
that allusion is made to Israelitish scribes. "Out of
Machir," we are told (ver. !4), "came down lawgivers,
and out of Zebulun they that handle th~ pen of the
writer." The statement is so definite and yet so
contrary to modern dogmas that criticism has contradicted its owr. primary rule of interpreting the
words of the text in accordance with their natural
and ordinary signification, and has endeavoured to
transform "the pen of the writer" into a "marshal's
baton." But neither philology nor archceology will
permit the change.
The word s(}pher or "scribe" defines the word
shebhet, "rod," with which it is conjoined. What is
meant by" the rod of the scribe" is made clear by
the Assyrian monuments. It was the stylus of wood
or metal with the help of which the clay tablet was
engraved or the papyrus inscribed with characters.
The scribe who wielded it was the associate and
assistant of the "lawgiver."
The Hebrew word rendered "lawgiver" is m'khoqeq.
It is a participle derived from a root which signifies
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"to engrave." Other derivatives from the same root
in the sense of "engraving" are met with in the
Old Testament. In Ezekiel xxiii. 14 the words
m'khuqqeh and khaquqqz'1n are used of sculptures
which were engraved on the stuccoed walls of the
Chaldcean palaces and then marked out in red. In
Isaiah xlix. 16 the verb khaqah is employed to
denote the engraving or tattooing of letters in the
flesh, and in Ezekiel iv. I the same verb describes
the scratching or engraving of the plan of Jerusalem
on a clay tablet. In Isaiah x. I the khoqqz'm khiq'qeave1Z, or "engravers of unrighteous decrees," are
associated with "the writers of perverseness," and
it is said probably of both that "they have writt~n"
the unjust laws. In the time of Isaiah, therefore, the
m'khoqeq and the scribe performed a similar work;
the one used the pen, the other recorded his decrees
in an equally durable form.
Btit the m'kltoqeq or" lawgiver" held a higher place
than the scribe. He made the law, while the scribe
merely recorded it. The one was a ruler of men, the
other but a clerk. The decrees made by the "law~
· giver" were of more importance than the writings of
the scribe, and consequently needed to be preserved
with more care. The scribe might be content with
parchment and papyrus, but the statutes of the "law•
giver" needed to be engraved on durable materials,
like stone or wood or metal. Hence it was that the
"lawgiver" took his name from a root which signified
" to engrave,'' and the decrees he laid down for the
guidance of the state were like the Ten Command·
ments, "engravings" upon stone.
Now them'khoqeq or" lawgiver'' is closely associated
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with the "scribe" not only in the Song of Deborah,
but also in another ancient Hebrew poem, the
Blessing of J acob. Here, too (Gen. xlix. 10), the
"lawgiver" is coupled with the shebhet or "rod"
which is explained in the Song of Deborah to be
the rod or pen of the scribe, such as we often see
depicted on the monuments of Egypt. That the
Song of Deborah and the Blessing of Jacob contain
reminiscences either one of the other or of some
common source of quotation is shown by the question :
''Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds to hear
the bleatings of the flocks ? '' (J udg. v. r6). The
question contains exactly the same expression as
that which in the Blessing of Jacob (Gen. xlix. 14)
is translated by the Authorised Version ",crouching
• down between two burdens." The word rendered
"sheepfolds" in the one passage and-'' two burdens"
in the other occurs only in these two verses of
Scripture. In each case we should translate "lying
down between two sheepfolds." In Genesis the
metaphor is fully worked out; in Judges the ass
which thus lies down is implied but not named.
In the Song of Deborah, therefore, admittedly one
of the oldest portions of the Hebrew Scriptures, we
find a definite reference to the art of writing. Machir
on the eastern side of the Jordan provides the
m'khoqeq or "lawgiver," while out of Zebulon on the
western bank comes the "scribe.'' The decrees of
the one are "engraved " on metal or stone, the other
writes with his stylus on the more perishable materials
of parchment and papyrus. What the shape of this
stylus was we may learn from certain paintings in
the old tombs of Egypt, in which the scribe is repre-
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sented either using it or holding it behind his ear.l
The stylus of the Egyptian scribe was sometimes
merely a reed, cut obliquely at one end ; this, however, was not the case in Assyria and Babylonia, and
the Hebrew \fOrd shebhet shows that it was also not
the case among the early Israelites.
It is needless to invoke other testimony of a more
doubtful and' disputable nature to the early knowledge
of writing in Israel. We do not know when "the
Book of the Wars of the Lord" was composed (Numb.
xxii. 14), and "the Book of Jash er" cannot have
been compiled until after the beginning of David's
reign (2 Sam. i. 18). But the name of Kirjath-sepher
and the references to the m'khoqeq and sopher are
enough to show that the evidence of the Old Testament is in strict conformity with that of oriental
· archreology. The Old Testament and the discoveries
of oriental archreology alike tell us that the age of
the Exodus was throughout the world of \Vestern
Asia an age of literature and books, of readers and
writers, and that the cities of Palestine were stored
with the contemporaneous records of past events
inscribed on imperishable clay. They further tell us
that the kinsfolk and neighbours of the Israelites
were already acquainted with alphabetic writing, that
the wanderers in the desert and the tribes of Edom
were in contact with the cultured scribes and traders
of Ma' in, and that "the house of bondage" from which
Israel had escaped was a land where the art of writing
was blazoned not only on the temples of the gods
but also on the dwellings of the rich and powerful.
1 See Sir Gardner Wilkinson's " Manner:s and Customs of the
Ancient Egyptians," edited by Birch (1878), ii. p. 298.
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If we are to reject the narratives of the earlier books
of the Bible it must be for other reasons than the
absence of a contemporaneous literature. If we are
to throw discredit on the history of the campaign of
the Babylonian kings and the payment of tithes to
Melchizedek, or to refuse belief to the archceological
statements of the Deuteronomist, we must have recourse to other arguments than those which rest upon
the supposed ignorance of the art of writing in the
early age of Palestine. The "higher" critic may be
right in holding that the historical books of the Old
Testament in their present form are compilations of
comparatively late date, but he is no longer justified
in denying that the materials they embody may b~
contemporaneous with the events recorde~ in them.
Modern oriental research has proved the possibility
of their being of the antiquity to which they seem to
lay claim: we will now see if it can go further, and
show that this antiquity is a fact.

CHAPTER Ill.
THE BABYLONIAN ELEMENT IN THE BOOK OF
GENESIS.

LIKE the Assyrians and Babylonians, the Phcen!cians and the Egyptians, the Hebrews also had a
system of cosmolo;:;y. Or rather, we ought to say
that, like.the nations who surrounded them, they had
more than one system of cosmology. There was
more than one do.ctrine current as to the precise way in
which the world as we see it came into existence and
of the exact manner in which man -was first formed,
When Hebrew history came to be written, notice had
to be taken of these current doctrines, and accord·
ingly, as Berossos the Chaldcean historian begins his
History of Babylonia by amalgamating together
more than one Babylonian legend of the Creation, or
as the Phcenician Sanchuniathon, .in the pages of
Philo Byblius, fuses into a whole the divergent
cosmological theories of the Phcenician cities, so too
the Book of Genesis commences with two different
accounts of the creation of man. In the one account
man is the last of created things, made male and
female in the image of. God .on the last of the six
days of creation ; in the other man is formed of the
dust of the earth on "the day that the Lord God .made
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the earth and the heavens," and woman is not formed
out of him until he has been put into the garden of
Eden "to dress it and to keep it,"
Reflections of both accounts are found in the
cuneiform tablets of Babylonia and Assyria. Portions
of an Assyrian Epic of the Creation, describing it as
taking place in a series of successive acts, were first
brought to light by Mr. G~orge Smith. He pointed
out the remarkable correspondence which existed
between the order of the days in Genesis and the
order of the tablets or books in the Assyrian poem,
the first book of which describes the beginning of all
things and the watery abyss of prim;:eval chao.c;, while
in the fifth tablet comes the appointment of the
heavenly bodies to rule the ·day and the ,night, and
in the sixth an account of the creation of the animals.
Since the death of George Smith other fragments of
the Epic have been discovered, and we now know more
exactly what it was like. It was an attempt to throw
together in poetic form the cosmological doctrines of
the chief Assyrian or Babylonian schools and combine
them into a connected story. But the attempt
breathes so thoroughly the air of a later philosophy
which has reduced the deities ofearlier belief to mere
abstractions and forces of nature, that I much doubt
whether it can be assigned to an earlier date than the
seventh century B.C. The materials incorporated
into it are doubtless ancient, but the treatment of
them seems to presuppose an age of rationalism
rather than an age of faith.
A translation of the fragments we possess will be
the best commentary on their contents. The first
tablet or book reads as follows-
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When on high the heav~ns prodaiJned not,
(and) earth beneath recorded not, a name,
then the abyss of waters was in the beginning their generator,
the chaos of the deep (Tiamat) was she who bore them all.
Their waters were embosomecl together, and
the plant was ungathered, the herb (of the field) ungrown.
\Vhen the gods had not appeared, any one (of them),
by 110 name were they recorded ; no destiny [had they fixed].
Then were the [great] gods created,
Lakhmu and Lakhamu issued forth [the first;]
Until they-grew up [and waxed old,]
(when) the gods Sar and Kisar (the Upper and Lower firmaments) were created.
Long were the clays [until]
the gods Anu [Bel and Ea were created ;]
Sar [and Kisar created them].

Here the tablet is broken, and We ha:vc to pass on
to what seems to be the seventeenth line of the third
book in the series.
The gods have surrounded her (z'. e. Tiamat), all of them ;
Together with those whom ye have created, I (Merodach)
marched beside her.
\Vhen they had armed themselves (?) beside her, they approached Tiamat.
(Merodach), the strong one, the glorious, who desists not night
or day,
the exciter to battle, was disturbed in heart.
Then they marshalled (their) forces ; they create darkness (?).
The mother of Khubur, 1 the creatress of them all,
multiplied weapons not (known) before; she produced(?) huge
snakes
whose teeth were pointed, unsparing was [their] edge.
She filled their bodies with poison like blood.
She clothed with terror the raging vampires.
She uplifted the lightning-flash, on high she launched [it]
She fills them with venom (?), so that with . . .
1

Perhaps "Mother of the Confederacy."
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their bodies abounded though their breasts bent not.
She stationed the dragon, the great serpent and the god
Lakha[ma],
the great reptile, the deadly beast and the scorpion-man,
the devouring reptiles, the fish-man, and the zodiacal ram,
lifting up the weapons that spare not, fearless of battle.
Strong is her law, not previously repeated.
Thereupon the eleven monsters like him (i. e. Kingu) she sent
forth.
Among the god~ her forces she [launched].
She exalted Kingu (her husband) in the midst; [beside] her
(he was) king.
They marched in front before the army [of Tiamat].

The lines that follow are so broken as to render a
translation impossible. But we gather from what is
left that the news of the preparations made by
Tiamat was brought to the gods by Sar ,or An-sar,
the primceval god of the Firmament. Then, it would
seem, Sar .sends forth one god after another among
his family, beginning with Anu,· the Sky-god, to
oppose the forces of evil : " I sent forth Anu ; he
did not go forth. Ea feared and returned. I sent
Merodach, the seer of the gods; he felt the courage to
face Tiamat. He opened his mouth and said . . . ' I
am [your] avenger; I will bind Tiamat.'" Once
more the mutilated state of the fragments makes
further translation impossible, but we learn that eventually the gods made a feast, after having created the
vine for the purpose, and retired to the highest
heaven, leaving the issue of the conflict in the hands
of Merodach. 1
1 The beginnings of the last fourteen lines of the tablet have
been recovered by Mr. Pinches, who'gives the following rendering of them-
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The fourth tablet or book of the Epic is in an
almost perfect condition, and runs as followsThey (the gods) established for him (i.e. Merodach) the mercy- seat of the mighty ;
before his fathers he seated himself for sovereignty.
"Yea, thou (0 Merodach), art glorious among the great gods,
thy fortune is unrivall'ed, thy festival (that) of Anu !
0 Merodach, thou art glorious among the great gods ;
thy fortune is unrivalled, thy festival (that) of Anu !
Since that clay unchanged is thy command.
High and low entreat thy hand :
may the word that goes forth from thy mouth be established ;
unopposed is thy festival.
None among the gods has surpassed thy power,
the sustainers of the . . . (and) the mercy-seat of the god
of the canopy of heaven.
May the place of their gathering (?) become thy home!
0 Merodach, thou art he who avenges us !
We give thee the sovereignty, (we) the hosts of all the
universe!
Thou possessest (it), and in the assembly shall thy word be
exalted.
Lakhkha and Lakhamu heard, they .
The Igigi (spirits of heaven) all of them she had nourished (?),
the son . . .
"What foe, until he was wise, did he . . .
We do not know what Tiamat . . .
They have become multitudinous, and he goes
The great gods, all of them, determiners [of fate].
They have entered, and like a vessel (?) An-sar has filled
Violence is done (?). The enemy of my brother (?) in the
assembly . . .
Thy tongue has made. In the garde]:t the god .
He has eaten the as11an, he has separated ...
Its sweet fruit (?) he has destroyed (?) . . •
The strong drink, in drinking, injures (?) the body (?)
Greatly the sin . . .
For Merodach the avenger he determines the fate."
(" Babylonian and Oriental Record," iy. 2, p. 32.)
F
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Never may thy weapons be broken; may they reach thy
foes!
0 lord, be gracious to the soul of him who putteth his trust
in thee,
and pour out the soul of the god who has hold of evil."
Then they laid upon their friend a robe ;
to Merodach, their firstborn, they spake :
"May thy destiny, 0 lord, be before the god of the canopy of
heaven!
A word and (the gods) have created; command that they i11ay
fulfil (it).
Open thy mouth, let the robe perish ;
Say to it : 'Return!' and the robe will be there."
He spake with his mouth, the robe perished;
he said to it " Return ! " and the robe appeared again.
When the gods his fathers saw the word that came forth from
his mouth
they rejoiced, they reverenced Merodach as king,
they bestowed upon him the sceptre, the throne ·and reign ;
they gave him a weapon unsurpassed, consuming the hostile.
"Go" (they said), "and cut off the life of Tiamat ;
let the winds carry her blood to secret places."
The gods his fathers determine the destiny of Bel (Merodach).
The path of peace and obedience is the r.oad they cause him
to take.
He made ready the bow, he prepared his weapon,
he made the club swing, he fixed for it the thong (?),
and the god lifted up the curved-sword,l he bade his right
hand hold (it) ;
the bow and the quiver he hung at his side ;
he set the lightning before him ;
with the swift-glancing gleam he filled his body.
He made also a net to enclose the Dragon cif the Deep
(Tiamat).
He seized the four winds that they might not issue forth, any
one of them,
the south wind, the north wind, the east wind and the west
wind.
1 A weapon of peculiar shape, like a boomerang, and sacred
to Merodach,
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He brought to his side the net, the gift of his father Anu;
he created the evil wind, the hostile wind, the storm, the
tempest,
the four winds, the seven winds, the whirlwind, a wind unrivalled,
and he caused the winds he had created to issue forth, the
seven of them,
confounding the dragon Tiamat as they swept after him.
Then the lord (Bel) raised the deluge, his mighty weapon.
He mounted the chariot, a thing not (seen) before, terrible.
He stood firm and hung the four reins at its side.
[He held the weapon] unsparing, overflowing, rapid.

The next few lines are much broken; then we
readOP that day they beheld him, the gods beheld him,
the gods his fathers beheld him, the gods beheld him.
And the Jord (Bel) approached, by the waist he catches
Tiamat;
·
she seeks the help (?) of Kingu her husband,
she looks, and seeks his counsel.
But his plan was destroyed, his action was ruined,
and the gods his allies who marched beside him
beheld how [Meroclach] the first-born held the yoke upon
them.
He laid judgment on Tiamat, but she turned not her neck.
With her hostile lips she announced opposition.
[Then] the gods [come to the help] of Bel, they approach
thee,
they gathered their [forces] together to where thou wast.
And Bel [launched] the deluge, his mighty weapon,
[against] Tiamat, whom he requited, sending it with these
words:
"[War and] trouble on high thou hast excit~d;
[strengthen] thy heart and stir up the [battle] ! "

Then come five more mutilated lines, and after that
the poem continues" ..• Against my fathers thou hast directed thy hostility.
May thy host be fettered, may they bind thy weapons !
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Stand up and I and thou will fight together."
When Tiamat heard this,
she uttered her former spells, she repeated her plan.
Tiamat also cried out vehemently with a loud voice.
From its roots she strengthened her seat completely.
She recites an incantation, she casts a spell,
and the gods of battle demand for themselves their arms.
Then there stood up Tiamat (and) Merodach. the seer of the
gods;
they hurried to the combat, they met in battle.
Then Bel spread out his net, he enclosed her.
He sent before him the evil wind which seizes from behind,
and he opened the mouth of Tiamat that she should swallow it;
he made the evil wind enter so that she could not close her
lips.
With the violence of the winds he fills her stomach, and
her heart was prostrated and her mouth was twisted.
He swung the club, he shattered her stomach,
he cut out her entrails, he dissected the heart ;
he took her and ended her life.
He threw clown her corpse, he stood upon it.
When Tiamat who marched in front was conquered,
he dispersed her fvrces, her host was overthrown,
and the gods her allies who marched ·beside her
trembled (and) feared (and) turned their backs.
He allowed them to fly and spared their lives.
They were surrounded by a fence, without power to. escape.
He shut them in and broke their weapons ;
he cast his net and they remain in the meshes.
[All] the quarters of the world they filled with mourning;
they bear their sin, they are kept in bohdage,
and the eleven monsters are filled with fear.
As for the rest of the spirits who marched in her rear (?),
he laid cords on their hands . . .
At the same time he [treads] their opposition under him.
And the god Kingu who had marshalled their [forces]
he bound, and assigned him [to prison] along with, [the other]
gods.
And he took from him the tablets of destiny [that were] upon
him.
With the stylus he sealed (it) and held the . . . of the tablet.
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After he had fettered (and) laid the yoke on. his foes,
he led the illustrious enemy like an ox,
he established fully the victory of An-Sar over the foe.
Merodach the hero obtained the reward (?) of Ea.
Over the gods in bondage he strengthened his watch, and
Tiamat whom he had bound he turned head backwards ;
then Bel trampled on the underpart of Tiamat.
With his blows unceasing he smote the skull,
he broke (it) and caused her blood to flow ;
the north wind carried (it) away t.o secret places.
He beheld, and his countenance rejoiced (and) was glad.
The presents of a peace-offering he caused them (i.e. the foe)
to bring to him.
So Bel rested ; his body he feeds.
He strengthens his mind (?), he forms a clever plan,
and he broke her like a dried fish in two pieces ;
he took one half of her and made it the covering of the sky ;
he stretched out the skin; and caused a watch to be kept,
enjoinirig that her waters should not issue forth.
The sky is bright (?), the lower earth rejoices (?), and
he sets the dwelling of Ea (the Sea-god) opposite the deep.
Then Bel measured the circumference (?) of the deep ;
he established a great building like unto it (called) E-Sarra
(the firmament) ;
·
the great building E-Sarra which he built in the heaven
he caused Anu, Bel and Ea to inhabit as their stronghold.

The fifth t~blet describes the creation of the
heavenly bodies and their appointment for signs and
seasons. But unfortunately only the beginning of it
has as yet been discovered;_
He prepared the mansion of the great gods ;
he fixed the stars that corresponded with them, even the
Twin-stars.l
1

Professor Hommel has lately shown (Ausland, Nos. 4-7,
1892) that the spheres of the three" great gods," Anu, Bel and
Ea, into whi~:h the Chald<eans divided the sky, corresponded to
thirds of the Ecliptic, the sphere of Anu extending from the

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

He ordained the year, appointing the signs of ·the Zodiac
over it:
for each of the twelve months he fixed three stars,
from the day when the year issues forth to (its) cldse.
He founded the mansion of the Sun-god who passes along the
ecliptic, that they might know their bounds,
that they might not err, that they might not go astray in any
way.
He established the mansion of Bel and Ea along with
himself. 1
Moreover he opened gates on either side,
he strengthened the bolts on the left hand and on the right,
and in the midst of it he made a staircase.
He illuminated the Moon-god that he might be watchman of
the night,
and ordained for him the ending of the night that the day
may be known,
·
(saying) : "Month by month, without break, keep watch in
(thy) disk.
At the beginning of the month rise brightly at evening,
with glittering horns, that the heavens may know.
On the seventh day halve (thy) disk." ,

The rest of the tablet is destroyed, and of the sixth
only the opening lines have been preservedAt that time the gods in their assembly created [the beasts].
They made perfect the mighty [monsters]. .
They caused the living creatures [of the field] to come forth,
the cattle of the field, [the wild beasts] of the field, and the
creeping things [of the field].
[They fixed their habitations] for the living creatures of the
field.
Bull to the Crab, that of Bel from the Lion to the Scorpion,
that of Ea from Sagittarius to Aries. The Twin-stars were
(r) "the Great Twins," Castor and Pollux in Gemini, (z) "the
lesser Twins," {3 and o Scorpionis, and (3) a & {3 Arietis.
1 The poet has forgotten that it is Merodach, and not Anu,
who has been described as the creator.
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They distributed [in their dwelling-places] the cattle and the
creeping things of the city.
[They made strong] the multitude of creeping things, all the
offspring [of the ground].

The following lines are too mutilated for continuous
translation, but we learn from them that " the seed of
Lakhama," the brood of chaos, was destroyed, and its
place taken by the living creatures of the present
creation. Among these we may expect man to be
finally named ; whether or not, however, this was the
case we cannot say until the concluding lines of the
old Assyrian epic of the creation have been disinterred
from the dust-heaps of the past.
The resemblances and differences between the
Biblical and the Babylonian accounts are alike
striking. The polytheism which underlies the one
with the thinly-veiled materialism which overlies it,
.is not more profoundly contrasted· with the devout
monotheism of the other than is the absolute want of
mythological details in Genesis with the cosmological
myths embodied in the cuneiform poem. We pass as
it were from the Iliad to sober history. Where the
Assyrian or Babylonian poet saw the action of deified
forces of nature, the Hebrew writer sees only the will
of the one supreme God.
And yet rn spite of the contrast between mythology,
polytheism, and materialism on the one side and an
uncompromising monotheism on the other, the resemblances between the two accounts of creation
are too great to be purely accidental. They extend
even to words. The word with which the Book of
Genesis opens, the first picture with which we are
presented, is bereshtth "in the beginning," while the
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Assyrian poem equally tells us that the watery deep
was the ristz1 or "beginning" of the heavens and the
earth. The Hebrew teht3m or "deep " is the Assyrian
ti(h)am-tu, though the Assyrian word has become a
mythological being, Tiamat, the impersonation of
chaos and darkness.
The fragments of Phcenician cosmogony preserved
by Eusebius from the pages of Philo Byblius similarly
begin with a watery chaos, over which, as in Genesis,
a "spirit" or "wind" brooded and inspired it with a
yearning for life. 1 Thanks to the discoveries made in
Babylonia and at Tel el-Amarna, we have learnt how
deep and lasting was the influence of Babylonian
culture· and literature upon pre-Israelitish Canaan.
We need, ther~fore, no longer hesitate to 'accept the
statements of Philo Byblius, disfigured though. they
may be by their Greek dress and the philosophical
ideas of a late epoch, as representing on the whole the
ancient conceptions of the Phcenicians in regard to the
creation of the world. They were conceptions which
had had their first home in Babylonia, and however
much they may have been modified in their migration
to the West, they retained in all essential points their
original features. The belief in a chaos of waters
within which the future heavens and earth lay as it
were in a womb· went back to the early dwellers on
1 ''The beginning of all· things was a dark and condensed
windy air, or a breeze of dark air, and a chaos turbid and black
as Erebos ; and these were unbounded and for a long series of
ages destitute of form. But when this wind became enamoured
of its own first principles (the chaos) and an intimate union took
place, that connexion was called Desire; and it was the beginning
of the creatioi1 of all things" ( Cory's translation in "Ancient
Fragments," edited by Hodges, 1876, p. 2).
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the banks of the Euphrates and the shores of the
Persian Gulf.
The Assyrian Epic gives especial prominence to an
episode in the work of the creation, no trace of which
appears in the pages of Genesis. It is, however, an
episode to which allusion is made elsewhere in the
Bible, but in a passage which belongs to the age of the
Roman empire. The episode is that which describes
the war of the gods and the final victory of the Sungod Me1'odach over Tiamat and the powers of darkness.
It is ·an episode which forms the keystone of the
Assyrian poem. The poem is on the one hand a
pcean in honour of the Sun-god of Babylon; on the
other it seeks to show how the world of light and
humanity developed out of a pre-existing world of
chaos and darkness which was in sharp antagonism
with it. The present creation is described as the
result Qf the victory of light over darkness, of law and
order over confusion.
Such ideas are the very reverse of those which
inspire the narrative of Genesis. Here there is no
antagonism between the world of chaos and the world
of to~day, between the present creation and that which
preceded it. Both alike were the creation of the one
supreme God whose breath moved upon the waters of
the deep and whose word they alike obeyed. It was
not until after the Babyloniari Exile, it may be not
until the wars of Alexander had spread Greek culture
over the East, that the story of the conflict in· heaven
between Merodach and the great dragon made its way
into western lands and there became a subject of
metaphor and imagery. In the history ofthe creation
in Genesis we look for traces of it in vain.
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On the other hand the narrative of Genesis concludes with a statement which carries us back to Babylonia, though it is probable that it is a statement which
was not found in the Assyrian Epic. We are told that
God "rested on the seventh day from all His work
which He made. And God blessed the seventh day
and sanctified it; because that in it He had resteci from
all His work which God created and made." The
Sabbath-rest was a Babylonian, as well as a Hebrew,
institution. Its origin went back to pre-Semitic days,
and the very name, Sabbath, by which it was known
in Hebrew, was of Babylonian origin. In the cuneiform tablets the Sabattu is described as "a day of rest
for the soul," 1 and in spite of the fact that the word
was of genuinely Semitic origin, it WflS derived
by the Assyrian scribes from two Sumerian or preSemitic words, sa and bat, which meant respectively "heart" and "cea8ing." The Sabbath was also
known, at all events in Accadian times, as a "dies
nefastus," a day on which certain work was forbidden
to be doi1e, and an old list of Babylonian festivals
and fast-days tells us that on the seventh, fourteenth,
nineteenth, twenty-first, and twenty-eighth days of
each month the Sabbath-rest had to be ·observed.
The king himself, it is stated, " must not eat flesh that
has been cooked over the coals or in the smoke, he
must not change the garments of his body, white
robes he must not wear, sacrifices he may not offer, in
a chariot he may not ride." Even the prophet or
soothsayer on whose reading of the future the movements of armies were dependent was not allowed to
practise his art, "to mutter," as it is termed, "in a
t

W. A. I. ii. 32, 16.
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secret place." The rest enjoined on the Sabbath was
thus as complete as it was among the Jews in the
period .after the Babylonish Exile. 1
Now, as Prof. Sthrader has pointed out,2 the sacredness of the seventh day among the Babylonians hangs
together with their respect· for the number seven.
Seven in fact was their sacred number, connected
originally, it may be, with the seven planets which
their. astronomers· had noted from the earliest times.
We first find notice of the week of seven days among
them. Each day of the week was consecrated to· one
of the seven planets or planetary divinities, and it is
from the Babylonians through the medium of the
Greeks and Romans that our own week, with its days
dedicated to Teutonic deities, is ultimately derived.
In the -exorcisms of the Accado-Sumerian population
of primceval Chaldrea references to the number seven
are frequent. There were seven evil spirits who had
been born in the watery deep of chaos and who laid
siege to the moon at the time of its eclipse, the dragon
of darkness was endowed with seven heads, and the
magical knots which should free the sick man from
his pains were required to be twisted seven times
seven.3
1 See my Hibbert Lectures on the "Religion of the Ancient
Babylohians," pp. 70-·77.
2 "The Cuneiform Inscriptions and the Old Testament,"
Engl. translation, vol. i. p. 21.
3 "Bind the knot twice seven times ;
lay (upon it) the spell of Eridu;
bind the head of the sick man ;
bind the neck of the sick man ;
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We must therefore admit that we first find traces of
the week of seven days, with the rest-day or Sabbath
which fell upon the seventh, in Babylonia, and that
it was intimately connected with the astronomical
belief in the existence of seven planets. But between
the Babylonian and the Hebrew conception there
are certain differences which must not be overlooked. In the first place the Hebrew Sabbath is
entirely divorced from all connection with Babylonian astronomy and. the polytheistic worship with
which it was bound up. The week remains with
its seventh-day rest, but its days are no longer distinguished from one another by their consecration
to the planets and the planetary deities. It is
a mere space of time and nothing more. The
Sabbath, moreover, ceases to be dependent upon
· the changes of the moon. The festival of the New
Moon and the weekly Sabbath are separated from
one another; instead of a Sabbath which occurred
on each seventh day of the lunar month, with a
still unexplained Sabbath on the nineteenth,! the
Old Testament recognises only a· Sabbath which
recurs af regular intervals of seven days, irrespective of the beginning and end of the month. The
bind his life ;
bind firmly his limbs .
May the disease of the head, like the eye when it rests
itself, ascend to heaven ! "
("Religion of the Ancient Babylonians," p. 460.) Similar
expressions are found in other magical texts.
1 Prof. Jensen's explanation, which accounts for it as being
the forty-ninth (or sev.en times seventh) day from the first day
of the preceding month, is ingenious but doubtful.
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institution of the Sabbath is divested of its heathen
associations and transformed into a means of binding together more closely the chosen people, and
keeping them apart from the rest of mankind. In
place of the astronomical reasons which preside
over the institution of the Babylonian Sabbath, two
reasons are given for its observance. in Israel, one
that on the seventh day God had rested from His
work of creation, the other that Israel had been "a
servant in the land of Egypt" and had been brought
out "thence through a mighty hand and by a
stretched out arm." 1 How far the strictness of the
observance may have increased in the course of
centuries, or how far the ideas of the Jews in regard
to it may/have differed before and after the Exile, is
not for the archceologist to· say. It is true that there
is little or no reference to it in the Books of Samuel
and Kings ; but so also in the historical inscriptions
of Assyria is there no reference to the Babylonian
Sabbath.
The relation between the Sabbath of the Babylonians and the Sabbath of the Old Testament is
parallel to the relation between the Assyrian Epic of
the creation and the first chapter of Genesis. The
Biblical writer, it is plain, is acquainted, either directly
or indirectly, with the Assyrian and Babylonian tradition. With him it is stripped of all that was distinctively Babylonian and polytheistic, and is become in
his hands a sober narrative, breathing a spirit of the
purest and most exalted monotheism. In passing
from the Assyrian poem to the Biblical narrative we
1

Exod. xx.

II,

Deut. v. 1 5·

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

seetn to pass from romance to reality. But this'
ought not to blind us· to the fact that the narrative
is ultimately of Babylonian origin.
If archa:ology thus speaks with no uncertain tones
on the sources of the first chapter of Genesis, the
saine cannot be said of the age to which the chapter
must be referred. All it can do here is to show that
an early date is quite as possible as a late one. The
tablets of Tel el-Amarna have proved that Babylonian
influence and literature were strongly felt and widely
known in Canaan before its conquest by the Israelites.
They agree with the evidence of the inscriptions
found in Babylonia itself. These too show that as
far back as B.C. 3800 the land of the "Amorites " had
been overrun by Babylonian arms, and tha.t a Babylonian monarch was erecting records of victory on
the shores of the Mediterranean, while in the age
of Abraham another Babylonian king claims to be
ruler of Palestine. It is only by a long continuance
of Babylonian culture arid power in the West that we
can explain the universal use there of the Babylonian
language and the cuneiform characters. Babylonian
traditions and legends must have been almost as well
known in Canaan as they were in Babylonia itself.
Indeed there has been found among the Tel el-Amarna
letters the copy of a Babylonian myth which has been
employed by the scribes of the Egyptian king as an
exercise in learning the Babylonian language. The
words of the text have been separated from one another
by means of points to facilitate the labour of the
pupil.
As has already been noticed, the writers of' the
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letters usually give Babylonian names to the deities
of Canaan. As the writers of Rome identified the
gods .of Greece with their own, transforming Poseidon
irito Neptune and Aphrodite into Venus, so too the
correspondents of the Egyptian court identified their
own divinities with those of Chaldcea, and like the
scholars of the Renaissance, went on to call them
by their Chaldcean names. The god of Jerusalem
becomes the Babylonian U ras, and the goddess of
Gebal the Babylonian Beltis. How long and largely
the custom must have prevailed may be judged from
the number of places in Palestine which continued to
bear names compounded with those of Babylonian
deities. Anah or Anu the Sky-god and Anath his
wife, Rimmon the Air-god, and N ebo the god of
prophecy, are names which meet us frequently on the
map. Moses died on the summit of Mount Nebo,
and Anathoth the city of Jeremiah must have taken
its name from the images of Anath which once
existed there. Even Moloch, "the king," claims
connection with the Assyrian Malik, and when
Amos (v. 26) declares that Israel in the wilderness
had made to itself "Sikkuth your king and Chiun
your images, the star of your gods," he is naming
the Babylonian Sakkut and Kaivan, the planet
Saturn. 1
But, as. I have pointed out elsewhere, 2 and as has
now been conclusively confirmed by the tablets of
Tel el-Aman'J.a, there is yet more striking evidence of
1 See .Schracler in the Theo!ogische Studien uml KriNken,
1874, pp. 324-32.
2 Hibbert Lectures on the "Religion of the Ancient Babylonians," pp. 252 sqq.
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the intense hold that Babylonian religion must have
taken upon the peoples of the West. From the time
of the Exodus downward the chief goddess of Canaan,
the object of passionate and universal worship, was
Ashtoreth, or as the Greeks termed her"Astarte, with the crescent horns,
To whose bright image nightly by the moon
Sidonian maidens paid their vows and songs."

As Baal absorbed all the other gods of Canaan, so
Ashtoreth came to absorb all the other goddesses of
Canaan, and they are accordingly summed up under
the general names of the Baalim or " Baals," and the
Ashtaroth or "Ashtoreths." 1 And yet Ashtoreth was
not really of native origin. She was the Istar ;of
Babylonia, the evening-star, whose name c\,nd worship
had travelled west. In the south she passed to the
people of Southern A'rabia under the name of Atthar,
fi·om whence the Egyptians possibly derived their
Hathor, while in the north she was adored in Syria
as Atthar and in Canaan as Ashtoreth. Istar, as the
evening-star which in the early days of astronomical
lore had been confounded with the star of the morning, was at once both male and female ; but in the
West the male and female sides of her nature were
distinguished, and while in Moab the male Atthar
was identified with the national god Chemosh, in
Canaan the feminine suffix ( -t) was attached to the
name, and Istar became definitely a goddess. In
Canaan, moreover, she underwent still further change.
On the one hand she ceased to represent the eveningstar and became instead the moon, which in Babylonia
1

See Judges x. 6, etc.
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was a ,god (Sin), and on the other hai1d she took the
place and absorbed the attributesofthe old Canaanitish
goddess called Asherah in the Old Testament and
Asit·tu and Asratu in the letters of Tel el-Amarna.
Asherah was the goddess of fertility, and as such was
worshipped under the form of a cone of stone or the
branchless trunk of a tree. Both goddess and emblem
were called by the same name, a fact which has
induced the translators of the Septuagint, and after
them ofthe Authorised Version, to render them both
by the false term "grove." But in the pages of the
Old Testament Asherah plays a very subordinate
part to Ashtoreth ; it is Ashtoreth who is emphatically the goddess of Canaan, as in the eyes of the
Greeks she was also emphatically the goddess of
Phcenicia.
Nothing can prove more completely the early
influence of Babylonian culture upon the populations
of Canaan. It was an influence which extended
beyond the literary classes and must have penetrated
deeply into the heart of the people. When a national
religion is so transformed under foreign influence
that the deity of the stranger takes the place of the
older divinity of the country, it means that the
religion of the stranger and the culture associated
with it have been more than half absorbed. In the
· Can~an which was conquered by the Israelites we
must expect to find not only Babylonian gods and
forms of faith, but also Babylonian traditions,
Babylonian beliefs, and Babylonian legends.
There is no longer, therefore, any need of looking
to the Babylonian Exile for an explanation of the
Babylonian ideas which underlie the account of the
G
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creation in the first chapter of Genesis. On the
contrary, these ideas will have been already prevalent
in Canaan before the Israelites entered the Promised·
Land. The similarities presented by the Phcenician
doctrine of the origin of things with that of Genesis
on the one side and of Babylonia on the other, may
equally be due to a far older intercourse between
Babylon and Phcenicia than that which existed in
Greek times. In fact the doctrine of the early Greek
philosophers which found in the watery abyss the
origin of the world, or the doctrine of Anaximander,
which taught that the present creation was preceded
by a creation of chaos and confusion, goes to show
that the cosmological conceptions of Babylonia l)ad
made their way into Phcenicia, and fro111 thence to
the Greek cities of Asia Minor, long before the days
of Alexander and Seleucus. The doctrines of Babylonian cosmology must have been already well
known in Palestine in the age of Moses, and if the
critic can discover no allusion to them in the writings
of the pre-Exilic prophets, neither can he do so in
the writings of the prophets after the Exile. The
prophets had no occasion to describe how the world
had come into existence, and their silence is as compatible with an early date for the first chapter of
Genesis as it is with a late one. We can build no
argument on the silence, and archceology has now
informed us that the beliefs which underlie the
cosmology of Genesis had made their way to Canaan
centuries before the time of the Hebrew prophets.
There is a further fact which must not be overlooked when we are considering the date of the
opening chapter of Genesis. It will have . been
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noticed that the Assyrian epic of the creation presents marked similarities not only to the" Elohistic"
account of the creation in Genesis, but to· the
"J ehovistic " account as well. When we com.e to
the narrative of the deluge we shall find that the
same is there also the case. Different as the two
accounts of the creation may be, they are nevertheless united in the cosmology of Babylonia. If the
very words of the Assyrian poem are repeated in
the description of the watery chaos contained in
the first chapter of 'Genesis, the introduction to
the account of the creation _in the second chapter
offers an almost equally verbal agreement with one
of the introductory lines o( the poem. The Bible
declares that on the day of creation "every plant of
the field" had been made "before it was in the
earth, and every herb of the field before it grew";
the cuneiform tablet asserts that before the gods had
emanated from the abyss" the plant was ungathered,
the herb ungrown." The word s£akft used by the
Hebrew writer in the sense of "plant" is used by the
Assyrian writer in the sense of "grown," but the
word I have translated "plant" answers exactly to
the Hebrew "plant of the field," since it denotes the
produce of the cultivated land. As in the Hebrew
text, the young blades of corn are specially signified.
The word which I have rendered "herb" was
peculiarly "the herb of the field," and the lexical
tablets of the library of Nineveh accordingly tell us
that it was equivalenJ to Edz"mt or "Eden," "the
field."
Now it may be argued that if the " Elohistic"
narrative of the c11eation \~ere of late date it would.,
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like the Assyl'ian Epic, combine together the divergent cosmological views which prevailed in Babylonia, and that the fact of its presenting the views of
one school only indicates for it an older origin.
However this may be, the use of the word Elohim,
"God," which stands as it were on its forefront, takes
us back again to the pre-Israelitish age of Canaan.
Elohim is a plural noun, and its employment in the
Old Testament as a singular has given rise to a large
amount of learned discussion, and, it must also be
added, of a learned want of common sense. Grammarians have been in the habit of evading the
difficulty by describing it as a "pluralis majestatis,"
"a plural of majesty,", or something similar, as if .a
term in common use which was gramrpatically a
plural could ever have come to be treated as a
singular, unless this singular had once beei1 a plural.
We can construe the word" means" with a singular
verb, but nevertheless there was once a time when
".means" was a plural noun. (
We may take it for granted, therefore, that if the
Hebrew word Elohim had not once signified the
plural "gods," it would never have been given a
plural form, and the best proof of this is the fact
that in several passages of the Old Testament the
word is still used in a plural sense. Indeed there are
one or two passages, as for example Gen. i. 26,
where the word, although referring to the God of
Israel, is yet employed with a plural verb, much to
the bewilderment of the Jewish rabbis and the
Christian commentators who followed them. It is
strange how preconceived theories will cause the
best scholai·s to close their eyes to obvious facts.
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The Israelites were a Semitic people, ai1d their
history down to the age of the Exile is the history
of a perpetual tendency towards polytheism. Priest
and prophet might exhort and denounce, and kings
might attempt to reform, but the mass of the people
remained wedded to a belief in many gods. Even
the most devoted adherents of the supreme God
of Israel sometimes admitted that he was but
supreme among other gods, and David himself, the
friend of seers and prophets, complains that. he had
been driven out of "the inheri~ance of Yahveh" and
told to go and" serve other gods" (1 Sam. xxvi. 19).
What can be plainer than the existence of a persistent polytheism among the bulk of the people, and
the inevitable traces of this polytheism that were left
upon the language and possibly the thoughts of the
enlightened few?
New the tablets of Tel el-Ainarna have shown us
how it was possible that a word which signified
"gods" could come to signify the one supreme
Deity. Time after time the Canaanite correspondents of the Egyptian monarch address him as "my
Sun-God (and) my gods." The Pharaoh in the eyes
of his subjects was not only the "Son of the Sun,"
but . he was himself an incarnation of the deity as
truly as the Grand Lama of Tibet is believed to be
an incarnation of the Buddha, or as the Russian Czar
is regarded by many of the peasants as "a god upon
earth." The Canaanite was already accustomed to
the idea that the local Baals who were worshipped
on the manifold high-places of the country were in
some way or other forms or manifestations of a
single Baal, and it was not difficult, therefore1 for him
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to conceive of the Egyptian Pharaoh as representing
all the various forms of divinity that were worshipped
in Egypt or Canaan. At any rate, long before the
entrance of the Israelites into Palestine, we find the
inhabitants of that country already familiar with the
application of the plural "gods" to a single individual. The usage was part of that "language of
Canaan" (Isai. xix. 18) which the Hebrews adopted,
and it must consequently have gone back to the
earliest days of their history.
The deification ·of the Egyptian Pharaoh on the
part of the Canaanite population was probably the
result of Babylonian rather than of Egyptian influence. Babylonian influence in Canaan, as we have
seen, had been long and deep, whereas· that of Egypt.
seems to have been but slight. Babyloni'an kings
had been deified by their subjects from the oldest
times. Among those of them who are entitled
"gods" was Naram-Sin, the son of Sargon of Accad,
the two founders of the first Semitic empire on the
banks of the Euphrates, whose campaigns in Palestine and Midian ·prepared the way for the later
domination of Babylonia in the West. On the other
hand, the tendency to regard the local Baalim as so
many forms of one and the same deity was not confined to the Canaanites of the Tel el-Amarna tablets.
The Moabite Stone teaches us that the Moabites,
like their Hebrew kinsfolk, recognised but one
supreme national god, Chemosh, who admitted of no
rival by his side. Just as Assur, the national god of
Assyria, stands alone of the Assyrian gods without
a consort, so Chemosh had no wife with whom to
share his divine honours, Though the worship of the
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Babylonian !star had made its way into Moab as
into the other countries of the West, it was wholly
absorbed by that of the national god. !star was
adored as a male divinity, not as the female Ash~
toreth, and as such was identified with Chemosh.
King Mesha in his inscription knows only of
Atthar-Chemosh, not of Atthar' by the side of
Chemosh.
The use, accordingly, of the plural Elohi11t in a
singular sense, which meets us on the threshold of
Genesis, had its origin, linguistically, among the people
of Canaan long before the Israelitish invasion, and,
psychologically, . in a general tendency which the
Israelites shared with their Moabite neighbours,
It is consequently a use with which we may well
suppose the contemporaries of Moses to have been
familiar.
The name of Y ahveh, which is united with Elohim
in the second account of the creation in Genesis, and
by which the national God of the Hebrews was distinguished from the gods of the heathen, is a name
upon which oriental archceology has as yet shed but
little light. Even its meaning and origin are obscure,
though we now know that the full form Y ahveh, or
rather Yahavah, and the shorter form Yeho, Y6, or
rather Yahu, existed side by side from an early date.
In the cuneiform texts Yeho, Y 6, and Yah are written
Yahu, as for example in the names of Jehu (Yahu-a),
J ehoahaz (Yahu-khazi), and Hezekiah (Khazaqiyahu). But there are also contract-tablets found in
Babylonia on which the names of Jews occur, and
these names are compounded, not with Yahu, but with
Ya(h)ava(h). Tht1s, as was first pointed out by Mr.
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Pinches, we have Gamar-Ya'ava or, Gemariah, and
Ya'ava~natanu or Jonathan. 1
Such names as these prove that both the longer and
the shorter forms of the sacred name could enter into
composition: and the fact that in the present text of
the Old Testament it is only the shorter name which
is so found is due to that philological levelling which
the text of the Hebrew Scriptures has undt!rgone.
The names also prove that in the time. of the Babylonian Exile there was as yet no superstitious objection
to pronounce the name of the national God such as
had become prevalent before the Greek translations of
the Old Testament books were made. The substitution of A donai or " Lord" for Yahveh was the work of
a more modern age. 'rt was a substitution, which had
.curious consequences when the study of Hebrew
revived in ·western Europe. The vowel-points of
Adonai were read with the letters of Yahveh, thus
producing the new and monstrous form of Yehovah.
As if this were not enough, the German spelling ofthe
new word, with an initial J, was adopted in France
and England, and the J pronounted, not Y as in
Germany, but in accordance with the sound given to
it in the French and English alphabet.
Is Yahu (Yeho) merely a contracted form· of
Yahaveh (Yahveh)? It is hard not to think so,
although philologically Yah(a)vah ought to be the
feminine of Yahu. At all events, the two forms were
used interchangeably in Israel, though the longer form
was preferably employed by itself, as on the Moabite
1 See Pinches in the Proceedz'nl[s of the Society of Biblical
Archceology, xv. I (Nov. r892), and the" Records of the Past,"
N~w Series, iv. l?· I
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Stone, where "the Arels of Yahveh" are stated to
have been carried away from the tribe of Gad, while
the shorter form was used in composition. The
employment of either form ofthe name by any other
people than the Israelites is a matter of doubt. It
is true that in the time of Sargon there was a king
of Hamath who was called Yahu-bihdi, and since
the name is also written Ilu-bihdi in one of Sargon's
inscriptions, where ilu or el "God" takes the place
of Yahu, it is plain that Yahu must here be the Yahu
or Yeho of Israel. But Yahu-bihdi was an ally of
the Jewish· king, and it is therefore quite possible
that he may have been of Jewish descent. It is also
quite possible that his earlier name was Ilu-bihdi,
which was changed to Yahu-bihdi after his alliance
with Judah, just as the name of Eliakim was changed
to J ehoiakim after his accession to the throne
(2 Kings xxiii. 34). It would seem that this had
really happened in the case of another Hamathite
prince. After David's victory over the Syrian armies,
we are told, Toi king of Hamath "sent Joram his
son to king David, to salute him, and to bless him "
(2 Sa m. viii. IO). Now in the corresponding passage
of Chronicles ( r Chr. xviii. ro) J ora m is c~lled
Hadoram, Hadu or Hadad, the supreme god of
the Syrians, being substituted for J o or J eho, the
supreme God of Israel.
Apart from tlte names of Jews and Israelites and
that of Yahu-bihdi, the cuneiform inscriptions, in
spite of the wealth of proper names which they
contain, show us none that are compounded with the
name of the God of Israel. Until, therefore, further
evidence is forthcoming, we may conclude that it
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was not used beyond the limits of Israelitish in~
fluence. That it was known, however, is evident
from a cuneiform tablet, now in the British Museum,
which gives a list of the various equivalents of the
word ilu, "god." 1 Among them we find Yahu. The
Babylonian scribe has attempted an etymology of
the name which he has connected with words signifying "myself" in his own language, Such etymologies, however, have no scientific foundation, and
consequently are valueless.
Before we pass finally from the first to the second
chapter of Genesis, it is necessary to take note that
the Chald:::ean Epic of the creation did but sum up
in a half philosophical, half mythical, forrn certain of
the beliefs and legends which prevailed in Babylonla
respecting the creation. Besides those v~hich have
been incorporated in the Epic we know of others,
one of which was first pointed out by Mr. George
Smith. He regarded it as that story of the creation
which was embodied in the tradition of the city of
Cutha, since the tablet on which it is preserved was
copied from one which came originally from the
library of that city. In this story, mention is made
of a sort of first creation, when the earth already
existed, but when the elements of order had not as
yet been evolved out of chaos. The products of this
first creation were, accordingly, the brood of Tiamat,
monsters of various shapes, who might be regarded
as the first attempts of nature to produce life, and
who lived underground. "·warriors with the body of
1
The tablet is numbered 83, r-r8, 1332, and has been published
by Dr. Bezold in the Proccedinl{s of the Society of Biblic;a\
Arch:::eology, Dec. 4, r888,
·
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a bird of the valley," it. is said, "men with the faces
of ravens, did the great gods create. In the ground
the gods created their city. Tiamat gave them suck.
Their progeny the mistress of the gods createtl. In
the midst of the mountains they grew up and became
heroes and increased in number;" The description
almost reminds us of the Gibborim o.r "mighty men"
of the sixth chapter of Genesis, who were begotten
of the union of the sons of God and the daughters
of men.
A clearer and more definite story of the creation
is one which has lately been discovered by Mr.
Pinches. While the Epic belongs to the Semitic
period of Babylonian history, and in all probability
to a late epoch, the legend discovered by Mr. Pinches
goes back to Sumerian times. The original Sumerian
text of it, in fact, has been preserved, together with
an interlinear translation into Semitic Babylonian.
The following is the rendering given by Mr. Pinches
of the commencement of the text- 1
I. " The glorious house,2 the house of the gods, in a glorious
place had not been made.
2. A plant had not been brought forth, a tree had not been
created:
3· A brick had no(been made, a beam had not been formed.
4· A house had not been built, a city had not been constructed.
5· A city had not been made, earthly things had not been
made glorious.
·
6. Nipur had not been built, E-kura 3 had not been constructed.
1
Academy, Nov. 29, 1890 (pp. 508, 509); "Records of the
Past," New Ser., vol. vi.
2 The name of the chie( temple of Eridu (now Abu Shahrein),
an early Chaldcean city and seat of culture on the shores of the
Persian Gulf.
:J The name of the chief temple of Nipur (now Niffer).
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7. Erech had not been built, E-Ana 1 had not been constructed.
8. The deep had not been made, Eridu had not been constructed.
9· (As for) the glorious house, the house of the gods, its seat
had not been made.
·
IO. The whole of the lands, the sea also (had not been formed).
1 I. When within the sea the current was,
I2, in that day Eridu was made, E-sagila was constmcted,
I3, E-sagila which the god Lugal-du-azaga founded within
the deep.
J4. Babylon was built, E-sagila 2 was completed.
I 5. He made the gods and the spirits of the earth all together.
I6, The glorious city, the seat of the joy of their hearts,
supremely they proclaimed.
17. Merodach bound together amam before the wat('!r.
18. Dust he made, and he poured it out with the flood.
19. The gods were m,ade to dwell in a seat of joy of heart.
20. He made mankind.
21. The god Aruru, the seed of mankind, they made with
him.
22. He made the beasts of the field (and) the living creatures
of the desert.
23. He made the Tigris and Euphrates and set (them) in
(their) place.
24. Well proclaimed he their name.
25. The usszt-plant, the dz'ttu-plant of the marshland, the reed
and the forest he made.
26. ·He made the verdure of the plain ;
27. the lands, the marshes, and the greensward also ;
28. oxen, the young of the horse, the stallion, the mare, the
sheep, the locust ;
29. meadows and forests also.
30. The he-goat and the gazelle brought forth (?) to him."

Here the resemblance is with the "Jehovistic"
account of the creation in the second chapter of
· 1 " The temple of Anu," the Sky-god, the name of the chief
temple of Erech.
·
2
The name of the chief temple of Babylon, which seems to
have been a colony of Eridu,
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Genesis rather than with the "Elohistic" account in
the first chapter. A habitation is already prepared
for men and gods, even before mankind and the
beasts of the field have been formed, and while the
plants and trees still remain uncreated. We shall
see later on that the Babylonian garden of Eden,
with the tree of life in its midst, was in the neighbourhood of the sacred city of Eridu, and consequently the likeness between the old Sumerian
story of the formation of the world and that which
is described by the "J ehovist" becomes exceedingly
striking. In the" Jehovistic" account also .the earth
had been made "before" the plant of the field was
"in the ea'rth" or "the herb of the field '' had grown,
and a garden was planted "eastward in Eden" before
a man had been prepared to till it. It was not until
the garden had been made ready for his reception
that mC).n appeared upon the scene, and it was not
until after his creation that "the beast of the field"
and the "fowl of the air" came into being. It was
then, too, that the plants and herbs were produced,
for "a man" had been found to cultivate the ground.
So exact, indeed, is the parallelism of ideas between
the two narratives, and so precisely similar is the
order of the creative acts described in them-strange
as it seems to us to be-that it is impossible not
to believe in a connection between the two. The
antiquity of the Sumerian legend, and its close
dependence upon the foundation of the great temple
of Eridu, show that it must be the older, and we
must therefore see in it the earliest starting-point yet
known to us of that form of the story of the creation
which ,we find in the second chapter of Genesis.
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But it must not be supposed that what we may
call the story of the creation according to the tradition of Eridu exhausted the various accounts of the
creation which were current in ancient Babylonia.
The fragment of a legend discovered by myself a
short while ago introduces, us to yet another version
of the origin of man. In this the first m,an-" the.
seed of mankind "-is named Adapa (or Adama),
and he is made the son of Ea, the culture-god of
Eridu. Ea, it would seem, had been his creator, and
had originally made him like the animals. But Anu,
the god of heaven, intervened, raising Adapa into an
upright position, and changing the food and raiment
with which Ea had provided him. 1 The words of.the
ancient Babylonian poem offer a curious analogy
to the statements of Scripture that after the expulsion from Paradise Adam was condemned to "eat
the herb of the field" (Gen. iii. 17, r8), while "the
Lord God made coats of skins" for him and Eve.
A subsequent portion of the myth of Adapa has
been c],iscovered among the cuneiform tablets of Tel
el-Amarua. We learn from this that the Babylonian
hero was summoned to appear before the throne of
Anu in heaven on the charge of breaking the wings
of the southern wind. There he was offered "the
food of life" and "the water of life." But instructed
by his father Ea, he touched them not. He put on,
however, the garment that was given him, and
anointed himself with oil. And when Anu asked
him wherefore he had not eaten and drunken, so that
"the gift of life " could not now be his, he l'eplied
that he had attended to the warnings of his father
1

See my letter to the Academy, July 23, 1892, P• 72.

'fi-IE BABYLONIAN ELEMENT IN GENESIS.

95

Ea, since the food and water.of life would have been
to him the food and water of death.!
In these older legends of Babylonia we look in
vain for the philosophical theories and conceptions
which unclerlie the cosmology of the Epic. We look
equally in vain for points of contact with the first
chapter of Genesis. It is only in the Epic that we
can hear the voices of which the " Elohist" has
caught the echo.
But if the " Elohistic" account of the creation
contains echoes of Babylonian philosophy, the
"J ehovistic" account carries us directly to Babylonia.
In this the creation of the heavens and ~he earth
is but a preparation for that of the Garden which
stood eastward in Eden, in the centre, as it would
seem, of the world. The garden was watered by a
river which after fulfilling its work was parted into
" four heads'' and flowed in four different streams.
Of these two were the great rivers of the Babylonian
plain, the Tigris and the Euphrates ; the others bear
names which have not as yet been identified with
certainty.
The scenery, however, is entirely Babylonian. The
Eden itself, in which the garden was planted, was
the plain of Babylonia. This we now know from the
evidence of the cuneiform texts.· It was called by its
inhabitants the Edinu, a word borrowed by the
Semites from the Accado-Sumerian edz'n "the
(fertlle) plain." To the east of it lay the land of the
"Nomads," termed Nod in Genesis and Manda in the
inscriptions. T,he river which watered the garden
1
See Dr. Zimmen'l i11 the Sttnday School Tz'iltes, June 18,
1892, pp. 386, 387.
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was the Persian Gulf, known_ to the Babylonians as
" the river," or more fully "the bitter" or "salt river."
It was regarded as the source of the four other rivers,
whose "heads " were thus at the spots where they
flowed into the source which at once received and
fed them.
Chief among these rivers was the Euphrates, a
name which has come down to us from Accadian
times. The Greek "Euphrates" was borrowed from
the Old Persian U fra.tu, which was in its turn taken
from the Semitic Babylonian Puratu or Purat. Purat
was formed like Ashtoreth by the addition of the
Semitic feminine suffix (-t) from the genderless
Accado-Sumerian Pura, "the water " par excellmce, as
the Euphrates was called by the primitive dweilers
in the Chaldcean plain. At times it was also called
Pura-nun "the great water," but the shorter designation was the more usual, and was that which survived
to a later age. As the modern Egyptian terms the
Nile el-bahhr "the sea," so, too, the Chaldcean termed
the river which supplied him with the means of life
"the water," and a recollection of the fact still lingers
in the pages of the Old Testament, where the
Euphrates is known as ha~t-n!ihdr "the river."
The name of the Hiddekel or Tigris was also
Accadian. In the old language of Babylonia it was
termed Idiqla and Idiqna "the encircling," which the
Semitic successors of the Accadians changed into
the feminines Idiqlat and Idiqnat. From Idiqlat the
Persians formed their Tigra with a play upon a word
in their own language which signified an "arrow."
The Hiddekel, we are told, flowed "to the east of
Asshur." But the Asshur meant is not the land of
'

THE BABYLONIAN ELEMENT 1N GENESIS.

97

Assyria, as the Authorised Version supposes, but the
city of Assur, the primitive capital of the country,
now represented by the mounds of Kalah Sherghat.
The land of Assyria lay to the east as well as to the
west of the Tigris.
Though it is questionable whether the names of
the Pison and the Gihon have hitherto been detected
on the cuneiform monuments, it is not difficult to
determine the rivers with which they must be iden~
tified. The head of the Persian Gulf is slowly filling
up ; large deposits of soil are annually brought down
to it by the Euphrates and Tigris, and the land is
continually gaining on the sea. In the time of
Alexander the Great, Charax, the modern Moham~
merah, stood on the coast ; it is now more than a
hundred miles inland. At a still earlier period,
perhaps some 6ooo years ago, the great sea-port of
Babylonia was the city ~f Eridu, the site of which is
now marked by the rubbish-heaps of Abu Shahrein.
The position of Eridu caused it to play a leading
part in the prim<eval history of Babylonia. Much
of the oldest literature of the country was connected
with it, as well as the beliefs and ordinances of
religion and the traditions of primitive culture. It
was, in factr to Eridu that the Sumerian culture-god,
Ea, belonged, together with his son, Merodach the
Sun-god, and Babylon itself, the chosen city of
Merodach, would seem to have been a colony of the
old maritime state.
When Eridu still stood pn the sea-coast, not only
the Tigris and the Euphrates but other rivers also
flowed into the Persian Gulf. The great salt "river,"
as it was ·termed, received the waters of four in all
H
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at no great distance from the walls of Eridu. To the
east of the Tigris came the modern Kerkhah, the
Khoaspes of classical antiquity, while to the west of
the Euphrates was a stream afterwards represented,
it would seem, by the Pallakopas Canal,l The
Kerkhah rose among the mountains of the Kassi, a
tribe who were probably the Kossceans of classical
geography, and who gave Babylonia a long and
important dynasty of kings. The western river
encircled the northern borders of the great sandy
desert which stretched westward to the mountainchains of Midian and Sinai.
In the first of these two last rivers ~it is plain that
we must recognise the Gihon of Genesis, ~hich
"compasseth the whole land of Cush." Here, as in
another passage on which we shall have to comment
hereafter, some copyist of the Biblical text has
wrongly vocalised the geographical name. Kas, the
land of the Kassites, has been confounded with the
district south of Egypt, which the Egyptians called
Kas and the Hebrews knew as Cush. As elsewhere
in the Hebrew text, the vowel was not originally
expressed in writing.
In the second river we have the Pison, which "compasseth the whole land of Havilah." Havilah, as
P~·of. Friedrich Delitzsch points out, means ''the
region of sand," and its situation is indicated in two
passages of the Bible (Gen. xxv. I 8, I Sam. xv. 7).
We learn from these that the Ishmaelites as well as
1 I have discovered the name of the Pallakopas in contracts
of the reign of N aboniclos, the last king of Babylonia, where it
is called the Pallukat (see Strassmaier : hzschrijtm von Nabom'dus, ii., Nos. 333 and 539)•
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the Amalekites "dwelt frqm Havilah. to Shur that
is before ·Egypt." The Amalekites were synonymous
with the Bedawin of to-day who range from the
Euphrates to the Nile, while the Ishmaelite tribes
inhabited the whole of Northern Arabia, from the
eastern frontier of Egypt---,the Shur, or "Wall," as it
is called in Scripture-to the western boundary of
Chalda=a. The name of the Nabatheans or Nebaioth,
"the first-born of Ishmael," is found alike at the two
extremities of this desert region.
Since Shur lay on its western side, Havilah must
have been at its eastern end, and consequently in the
situation where it would have been ,, compassed " by
the river whose later successor was the Pallakopas
Canal. Whether or not the name of the Pison has
been found in the cuneiform inscriptions is doubtful.
There is indeed a word Pisannu, which Prof. Friedrich
Delitzsch supposes to mean a "water-course," but
even this signification is not certain. Equally doubtful
is the occurrence of the name of the Gihon on the
Babylonian and Assyrian monuments. In a lexical
tablet a name which may be read as Gikhan is given
as a synonym of the Euphrates, and Prof. Delitzsch
has noted that Gukhan-de "the flood of the Gukhan"
is stated to have been the pre-Semitic title of the
Arakhtu or river of Babylon. But neither the
Euphrates nor the small branch of it on which
Babylon stood is the Kerkhah, and it is the Kerkhah
whose ancient name we want to find.
It is possible, however, that both the Gihon and
the Pison .of Genesis are referred to by Tiglath-pileset
Ill. under their later Semitic Babylonian names. The
Assyrian king tells us that at the beginning of his

too
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reign he overran not only the northern part of
Babylonia but also its southern portion, subduing the
" Aramean " tribes who lived there "on the banks· of
the Tigris and the Surappi as far as the river Uknu on
the shore of the Persian Gulf." Here the Surappi and
the Uknu seem to occupy much the same position
as the Biblical Gihon and Pison. The word Uknu,
moreover, signifies a precious stone which perhaps was
lapis lazuli. Now it is observable that there was
aqother precious stone, called samttt or siamtu in
Assyrian, which is stated to have been brought from
the land of Melukhkhi.l. Melukhkhi "the salt-land".
was the desert which lay to the east of Egypt-the
Biblical desert of Shur in fact,-and in the age of the
Tel el-Amarna tablets was nominally ~mbject to the
Pharaoh. In the samttt of the Assyrian inscriptions
Assyriologists have long since agreed to recognise
the s!toheJN of Gen. ii. I 2, which is translated "onyx
stone" in the Authorised Version, and is said to be
found in Havilah. Havilah and the desert of Melul{hkhi are thus brought into close connection with
one ai1other, more especially when it is remembered
that the samtu stone was probably the turquoise of
Sinai. It is possible, therefore, that in the name of
the river Uknu we mtist see a name suggested by the
fact that just as one of the chief precious stones used
in Babylonia was brought from the neighbourhood
of the river Surappi, so another p1;ecious stone of
equal celebrity was found on the banks of a rival
stream.
The garden with the tree of life in its· midst was
1 "Cuneiform.lnscriptions of Western Asia," ii. 51, 17, v.
30, 68.
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planted '~in Eden, eastward," for such is the correct
rendering of the Hebrew text, and not "eastward in
Eden" as the Authorised Version has it. Not only
the garden, but Eden also lay to the east of the land.
where the writer lived. The garden and its mystical
tree were known to the inhabitants of Chaldcea in preSemitic days. A fragm<!nt has been preserved of an
old Accado-Sumerian: hymn with a Semitic Babylonia:n
translation attached to it which tells us something
about them. The garden stood hard by Eridu, "the
good city" as it was called by its Sumerian founders,
and thus in the very region where the salt "river" of
the Persian Gulf was divided into its four head8.
The hymn begins as follows 1In Eridu a palm-stalk grew overshadowing; in a holy place
did it become green ;
its root was of bright lapis (zt!mu) which stretched towards
the deep;
[before] the god Ea was its growth in Eridu, teeming with
fertility;
its seat was the (central) place of the earth ;
its foliage (?) was the couch of Zikum the (pritmeval) mother.
Into the heart' of its holy house which spread its shade like
a forest hath no man entered.
[There is the home] of .the mighty Mother who passes across
the sky.
[In] the midst of it was the god Tammuz.

The sacred tree whose branches reached to heaven
while its roots were nourished by the primceval deep
was the tree which supported the world. It was
emphatically a " tree of life," and is accordingly
represented time after time on the monuments of
Babylonia and Assyria. Not unfrequently it was
1 See my Hibbert Lectures on the "Religion of the Ancient
Dabylonians," p. 238,
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watched by two guardian spirits, "ldrubi" as they were
called in Assyrian, "cherubim" in Hebrew, who stood
or knelt on either side, with wings behind their
shoulders and the heads sometimes of eagles and
sometimes of men. In their hands they usually hold
a fruit, which Dr. Tylor has recently shown to represent a cluster of dates with which they are fertilising
the sacred tree. The tree, consequently, must have
been the palm, so characteristic of Babylonia, where
its fruit formed the staple food of the people, while
the juice was made into wine. In Accado-Sumerian
days the wine was called "the draught of life," and
after the importation of the vine into Babylonia one of
the numerous divinities of prim~val Chald~a was
called "the goddess of the tree of life" in the dialect of
the north, and "the goddess of the vine" in the dialect
of the south.
In the pre-Semitic period of Babylonian history the
site of" the holy tree of Eridu" was still remembered,
and an oracle existed under its branches. One
of the inscriptions left us by Eri-aku of Larsa, who
was, as we shall see, the Arioch of the fourteenth
chapter of Genesis, makes special mention of it. As.
the inscription is curious it will not be out of place
to give a translation of it in full, according to the
version of Prof. Hommel: "To the god Nin-girsu,
his king, Eri-Aku, the shepherd of the possessions of
Nipur, the executor of the oracle of the holy tree of
Eridu, the shepherd of Ur and the temple E-Uddaim-tigga, king of Larsa, king of Sumer and Accad ; on
the day when Anu, Bel and Ea, the great gods, gave
into my hands the ancient city of Erech, I built to
the god Nin-girsu, my king, the tem:ple Dugga-summ\t
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the abode of his pleasure, for the preservation of my
life."
Enough has been said to demonstrate the close
dependence of the "Jehovistic" account of the creation and fall of man upon Babylonia. We have not,
it is true, as yet discovered a cuneiform text which
bears the same relation to the second and third
chapters of Genesis that the cuneiform story of the
deluge does to the Biblical narrative, but there are
many indications that such a text must once have
existed. As we have seen, not only the conception,
but even the name of the cherubim who guarded the
tree of life, has a Babylonian origin, and besides the
tree of life there are references in the cuneiform tablets to another tree, which might be described as that
ofknowledge. At all events a magical text into which
the fragment about the sacred tree of Eridu has been
embedded, in describing the means whereby Merodach
is to heal a man possessed by "the seven evil sprits,"
orders him to go to "the cedar-tree, the tree which
shatters the power of the incubus, upon whose core
the name of Ea is recorded."
The belief, moreover, that woman was created out of
man is alluded to in an ancient Sumerian exorcism.
I{ere we read of the storm-demons that "they bring
forth the woman from the loins of the man." 1 The
flaming sword of the cherubim is matched by that of
Merodach, of which we are told in a Sumerian hymn
that it was a "weapon of fifty heads,'' "whose light
gleams forth like the day," and "the terror of whose
splendour [overwhelms] the world." The "wicked
serpent," "the serpent of darkness," was mentioned
~ "R~ligion

of the Ancient Baby!onians," p. 4$1,
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in Sumerian texts, and Mr. Boscawen has lately found
a Babylonian fragment forming part of the third
tablet in the Creation-series, in which the fall of man
seems to be described in plain terms. He gives the
following translation of itIn sin one with another in compact joins.
The command was established in the garden of the god.
The Asnan-tree they ate, they broke in two,
Its stalk they destroyed,
The sweet juice which injures the body.
Great is their sin. Themselves they exalted.
To Merodach their Redeemer he (the god Sar) appointed
their fate. 1

But it is not only in the matter of geography and
in the general outlines as well as in the details of the
narrative, that the Biblical account of the Fall gives
evidence of its derivation from Babylonia. The very
words that are used in it betray their Babylonian
ongm. We have already noticed some of these, but
they are only a few out of many. When, for example, it is said that "there went up a mist from the
land, and watered the whole face of the ground," the
word translated "mist" is the Babylonian edtt or
"flood," while that which is rendered "watered"
signified in Babylonian the "irrigation" which served
to fertilise the soil instead of rain. '' Adam" itself is
the common Babylonian word for "man," and I have
shown elsewhere that the name "Eve" finds its coun1 "The Babylonian and Oriental Record," iv. I I (189o). Asnan
signifies "tlie pine cone" ; see my Lectures on the " Religion
of the Ancient Babyloriians," p. 529, note 1. According to Mr.
Pinches (" Babylonian and Oriental Record," iv. z, I89o) the
lines translated by Mr., Boscawen form the conclusion of the
third tablet of the Chaldean Epic of the creation,
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terpart in the Babylonian ivat or "breath." 1 When
\Ve read that man was formed 6ut of the dust (dphdr)
of the ground we are reminded of the letters of Tel
el-Amarna in which the' writers describe themselves
as "the dust (epiri) beneath the feet of· the king,"
and the " living soul " or nejJ!tes!t of. Genesis is the
Babylonian napsat "life," which was bestowed upon
man by the gods.
If we pass on to the sequel of the narrative of
the Fall which is contained in the fourth chapter of
Genesis we shall find that Babylonian analogies are
more difficult to discover. Dr. Oppert indeed has
suggested that in the name of Abel we have the
Babylonian abit "a son," and, as has been already
stated,- tl).e land of Nod or "the nomads," eastward
of the edin of Babylonia, is the Manda of the cunei.
form inscriptions. Methusael, moreover, the father
of Lamech, is a purely ·Babylonian name, Mutu-sa-ili
" the man of God." But we look in vain for other
traces of Babylonian influence. The name of Cain
claims connection with that of the Kenites or "Smiths"
rather than with Babylonia, and hitherto, at all events,
110thing has been found in the cuneiform tablets which
resembles any portion of the narrative of Cain and
A bel. While the second and third chapter~ of Genesis
are stamped with ,a Babylonian impress; the continuation of the narrative in the fourth chapter seems to
take us to a wholly different part of the ancient world.
The conclusion, then, at which the archreologist is
inclinetl by his evidence to arrive is that the Biblical
writer has drawn his materials from different sources.
But those materials, it is important to remember, were
1

"Religion of the Ancient Babylonians," p. 99·
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presumably all literary. We know that the Baby·
Ionian materials were so; it is therefore reasonable to
conclude that the other materials which have been
employed along with them, and which do not differ
from them in character, were literary also.
As to the question of date to which the combina·
tion of these materials must be assigned, archa:ology
can return only a doubtful answer. All it can do is
to show that an early elate is just as possible as a
late one. We now know that not only Babylonian
beliefs, but the literature itself in which these belief.c;
were enshrined, had been brought to Palestine before
the age of Moses. We also know that the beliefs
which have left their traces on the Biblical history o(
the fall of man had been recorded in wri,ting at a
very early period. And furthermore there are pas~
sages in this history like the statement that Eden was
eastward, or that Adam and Eve clothed themselves
with the leaves of the fig-tree, which tend to show
that the writer of it was a native of a more westerly
country than Babylonia. In this case he could hardly
have been a contemporary of the Babylonian Exile,
much less one of the exiles themselves.
On one point, however, we may feel sure. The geographical statement that the Tigris flowed eastward
of the city of Asshur points either to a fairly early, or
to a very late date. As long as Nineveh was the
capital of Assyria, it would have been named, rather
than Asshur, in describing the direction in which the
Tigris ran. Asshur was supplanted by Calah and
Nineveh in the ninth century before our era, and did
not recover its ancient position until after the destruction of the two la,tter dties a11d the overthrow of the
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Assyrian empire. · In tlie tit'ne of Cyrus the city of
Asshur was again the representative of Assyria. In
finding a date, accordingly, for the Jehovistic account
of Paradise we must either go back at least to the
age of Solomon, or forward to the time of the Captivity. And the objections against choosing the latter
epoch have already been urged.
It is not until we come to the history of the deluge
that oriental archceology again claims the attention
of the Biblical student. Mr. George Smith's discovery,
more than twenty years ago, of the Babylonian version
of the story of the flood has now become a commonplace of books on the Old Testament or ancient
history. We have only to compare it ~ith the narrative in Genesis to see how startlingly alike the two
are. This is the way in which the old Chaldcean
poet described the great catastropheSisuthros spake unto him, even unto Gilgames :
Let me reveal unto thee, 0 Gilgames, the tale of my
preservation,
3· and the oracle of the gods let me declare unto thee.
4· The city of Surippak, which, as thou knowest, is built [on
the bank] of the Euphrates,
5· this city was (already) old when the gods within it
6. set their hearts to cause a flood, even the great gods
7. [as many as] .exist : Anu the father of them,
8. the warrior Bel, their prince,
9· Uras their throne-bearer, En-nugi (Hades) their chief.
ro. Ea the lord of wisdom conferred with them, and
I I. repeated their \Vords to the reed-bed : 1 ' Reed-bed, 0
reed-bed l Frame, 0 frame l
12. hear 0 reed-bed, and understand 0 frame!
I.

2. "

1 The frame of the ship was constructed of reeds.
Hence the
reeds were called upon to be ready to lend themselves to the
work of building the boat.
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I3. 0 man of Surippak, son of Ubara-Tutu,
I4. frame the house, build a ship: leave what thou canst;
seek life!
I 5· Resign (thy) goods, and cause (thy) soul to live,
16. and bring all the seed of life into the midst of the ship.
17. As for the ship which thou shalt build,
I 8. . . . cubits (shall be) in measurement its length ;
I g. and . . . cubits the extent of its breadth and its height.
20. Into the deep [then] launch it.'
2r. I understood and spake to Ea my lord:
22. 'As for the building of the ship, 0 my lord, which thou
hast ordered thus,
23. I will observe (and) accomplish (it);
_
24. [but what] shall I answer the city, the people and the old
men?'
25. [Ea opened his mouth and] says, he speaks to his servant,
even to me:
26. '[If they question thee] thou shalt say unto them :
27. Since (?) Bel is estranged from me and
28. I will not dwell in (your) city, I will not lay my head [in]
the land of Eel ;
29. but I will descend into the deep ; with [Ea] my lord will
I dwell.
30. (Eel) will rain fertility upon you,
31. [flocks?] of birds, shoals of fish.'
32-42·
*
*
*
*
*
43. On the fifth day I laid the plan of it (i.e. the ship);
44· in its hull(?) its walls were IO g-ar (I2o cubits?) high;
45· Io ,r;-ar were the size of its upper part."

Another version of the account of the deluge, of
which a fragment has been preserved to us, puts a
wholly different speech into the mouth of Ea, and
gives the hero of the story the name of Aclra-khasis.
This fragment is as follows" I will judge (him) above and below.
[But] shut [not thou thy door]
[until] the time that I shall tell thee of.
(Then] enter the· ship, and close the door of the vessel;
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[bring into J i,t thy corn, thy goods, [thy J property,
thy [wife], thy slaves; thy handmaids and the sons of [thy]
people,
the [cattleJof the field, the beasts of the field, as many as I
appoint , .. ,
I will tell thee of (the time) and the gate [of thy ship] shall
preserve (them)."
,
Adra-khasis (the reverently intelligent) opened his mouth and
says,
he speaks to Ea [his] lord :
"[0 my lord] none has ever made a ship [on this wise)
that it should sail (?) over the land , , , "

Here the fragment is broken off. The other version
proceeds thus46. I fashioned its side, and closed it in ;
47. I built six storeys (?), I divided it into seven parts :
48. its interior I divided into nine parts.
49· I cut worked (?) timber within it.
so. I saw the rudder and adde~ wh\Lt was lacking.
51. I poured 6 sars of pitch over the outside;
52. [I poured] 3 sars of bitumen over the inside;
53· 3 sars of oil did the men carry who brought it .
54· I gave a sar of oil for the workmen to eat ;
55· 2 sars of oil the sailors stored away.
56. For the . . . I slaughtered oxen;
57· I killed [sheep?] daily.
58. Beer, wine, oil and grapes
59· [I distributed among] the- people like the waters of a
river, and
6o. ·[I kept] a festival like the festival of the new year.
6r. .. , I dipped my hand [in] oil:
62. [I said to] Samas: The storeys(?) of the ship are complete;
63. . . . is strong, and
64. the oars (?) I introduced above and below.
65. , .. they went two-thirds of it.
66. With all I --had I filled it; with all the silver I possessed
I filled it ;
67. with all the gold I possessed I filled it;
68. with all that I possessed of the seed of life of all kinds I
filled it.
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69. I brought into the ship all my slaves and my handmaid~,
70. the cattle of the field, the beasts of the field, the sons of
my people, all of them did I bring into it.
7 r. ..The Sun-god appointed the time and
72. utters the oracle :, In the night will I cause the heavens
to rain destruction ;
73· enter into the ship ahd close thy door.
74· That time drew near (whereof) he utters the oracle:
75· In this night I will cause the heavens to rain destruction.
76. I watched with dread the dawning of the day;
77. I feared to behold the day.
78. I entered within the ship and closed my door.
79· When I had closed the ship to Buzur-sadi-rabi the sailor
So. I entrusted the palace with all its goods.
87. Mu-seri-ina-namari (the waters of the morning at dawn)
88. arose from the hori·zon of heaven, a black cloud ;
89. the Storm-god Rimmon thundered in its midst, and
90. Nebo and Merodach the king marched in front;
91. the throne-bearers marched over mountain and plain.:
92. the mighty god of Death lets loose the whirh1iind;
93· U ras marches causing the storm (?) to desce1'1d ;
94· the spirits of the underworld lifted up (their) torches,
95· with the lightning of them they set on fire the world;
96. the violence of the Storm-god reached to heaven;
97· all that was light was turned to [darkness].
98. [In] the earth like . . . [men] perished (?).
99-100.
*
*
*
*
*
*
101. Brother beheld not his brother,· men knew not one
another. In the heaven
102. the gods feared the deluge, and
103. hastened to ascend to the heaven of Anu.
104. The gods cowered like a dog, lying in a kennel.
105. I star cried like a woman in travail, 1
106. the great goddess spoke with loud voice :
107. 'The former generation, is turned to clay.
108. The evil which I prophesied in the presence of the gods,
109. when I prophesied evil in the presence of the gods,
II o. I prophesied the storm for the destruction of my people.
II 1. What I have borne, where is it?
1

A variant text has "like one filled with wrath."
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Like the spawn of fish it fills the deep.'
The gods wept with her because of the spirits of the
underworld.
I 14. the gods sat dejected in weeping,
I I 5· their lips were covered . . .
II6. Six days and nights
I I 7. rages the wind i the flood and the storm devastate.
II8. The seventh day when it arrived the flood ceased, the
storm
I 19. which had fought like an army
I20. rested, the sea subsided, and the tempest of the deluge
was ended.
I2I. I beheld the deep and tittered a cry,
I22. for the whole of mankind was turned to clay;
I23. like the trunks of trees cl~cl the bodies float.
I24. I opened the window and the light fell upon my face;
I25. I stooped, and sat down weeping;
I26. over my face ran my tears.
I27. I beheld a shore beyond the sea;
I 28. twelve times distant rose a land.
I29. On the mountain of Nizir the ship grounded;
130. the mountain of the country of Nizir held the ship and
allowed it not to float.
I31. One day and "a second day did the mountain of Nizir
hold it.
I32. A third day and a fourth day did the mountain of Nizir
hold it.
I33· A fifth day and a sixth day did the mountain of Nizir
hold it.
134. When the seventh clay came I sent forth a dove and let
it go.
I35· The dove went and returned; a resting-place it found
not and it turned back.
I36. I sent forth a swallow and let it go; the swallow went
~1d returned ;
I37· a resting-place it found not and it turned back.
I38. I sent forth a raven and let it go.
139· The raven went and saw the going down of the waters,
and
140. it approached, it waded, it croaked and did not turn
back.
I I2.

I I3.
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141. Then I sent forth (everything) to the four points of the
compass ; I offered sacrifices,
142,, I built an altar on the summit of the mountain.
143. I set libation-vases seven by seven ;
144. beneath them I piled up reeds, cedar-wood and herbs.
145. The gods smelt the savour, the gods smelt the sweet
savour;
146. the gods gathered like flies over the sacrificer.,
147. Already at the moment of her coming, the great goddess
148. lifted up the mighty bow which Anu had made according
to his wish (?).
153· 'These gods, by my necklace, never will I forget !
1 54· Those days, I will think of them and never will forget
them.
I 55· May the gods come to my altar;
I 56. (but) let not Bel come to my altar,
I 57_. since he did not take counsel but caused a flood and
counted my men for judgment.'
I 58. Already at the moment of his coming Bel
159· saw the ship and stood still;
I6o. he ·was filled with wrath at the gods, the spirits of
heaven, (saying) :
170. Let no living soul come forth, let no man survive in the
judgment!
171. Uras opened his mouth and says, he speaks to the
warrior Bel :
I72. Who except Ea can devise a speech?
173. for Ea understands all kinds of wisdom.
174. Ea opened his mouth and says, he says to the warrior
Bel:
I 7 5· ' Thou art the seer of the gods, 0 warrior !
176. Why, 0 why didst thou not take counsel, but didst cause
a deluge?
177. (Let) the sinner bear his own sin, (let) the evil-doer bem·
his own evil-doing.
178. Grant (?) that he be not cut off, be merciful that he be
not [destroyed].
I79· Instead of causing a deluge let lions come and minish
mankind;
r8o. instead of causing a deluge let hyrenas come and minish
mankind;
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r81. instead of causing a deluge let there be'a famine ancllet
it [devour] the land ;
182. instead of causing a deluge let the plague-god come and
minish mankind !
183. I did not reveal (to men) the oracle of the great
gods,
184. but sent a dream to Adra-khasis and he heard the oracle
of the gods.'
185. Then Bel again took counsel and ascended into the ship.
r86; He took my hand and caused me, even me, to ascend,
187. he took up my wife (also and) caused her to bow at my
side;
r 88. he turned to us -and stood between us ; he blessed us
(saying) :
189. Hitherto Sisuthros has been mortal, but
190. henceforth Sisuthros and his wife shall be like unto the
gods, even unto us, and
.
191. Sisuthros shall dwell, afar at the mouth of the rivers.
192. Then he took us afar, at the mouth of the rivers he made
us dwell.

It has already been stated that this history of the
deluge has been introduced as an episode· into the
eleventh book of the great Chald;:ean Epic, and that
in its present form it gives evidence of being a combination of at least two earlier poems on the subject,
in one of which, for example, the flood is described
as having ·been caused by the Sun-god, while in the
other its author is said to have been Bel. The Epic
was probably composed in the age of· the literary
revival under Khammurabi, who first made Babylon
the capital of a united kingdom (B.C. 2350), and it
was consequently already ancient in the time of
the writers of the Tel el-Amarna tablets. They may
easily, therefore, have been acquainted with it and
with the story of the great flood which it contains.
A comparison of it, accordingly, with the two accounts
I
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of the deluge which criticism has discovered in the
Book of Genesis becomes of importance.
At the outset we are struck by the same contrast
as that which met us in a ,comparison_ of the
"Elohistic" account of the creation with the account
given by the cuneiform tablets. While the Baby1onian poem is intensely polytheistic, the Biblical
narrative of the deluge is as intensely monotheistic.
It does not matter whether it is the '' Elohist" or the
'' Jehovist" who is speaking, each alike allows of no
rival by the side of the God of Israel. In the second
place, the resemblances between the Scriptural and
the Babylonian narratives are common to both the
" Elohist" and the "J ehovist." 'It is true that on the
whole the "J ehovistic" narrative exhibits a more
striking similarity to that of the Babylonian poem,
at all events as regards details, but nevertheless it is
also true that there are many points of contact between
the Babylonian and the "Elohistic" accounts. If the
Babylonian poem agrees with the" Jehovist" as regards
the sending forth of the birds, the building of an
altar, and the use of the number seven, it agrees with
the "Elohist" in its reference to the rainbow and
attribution of the flood to the wickedness of mankind.
The last point is particularly noticeable, as it had
been often observed by commentators on the Book
of Genesis before the discovery of the Chaldcean
story that the Biblical narrative stood alone among
stories or traditions of the deluge in making the great
catastrophe a punishment for sin. The observation,
we now see, was incorrect ; the "Elohist " had
already been anticipated by the Babylonians in
ascribing the deluge to a moral cause.
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The resemblances between the Babylonian and
Scriptural accounts are so obvious that instead of
dwelling upon them it will be more instructive to note
the points of difference between the two. Apart from
the polytheistic framework of the Babylonian story
we have, first, a different name for its hero. The
Noah of Genesis, who was the son of Lamech, is in the
Babylonian version Xisuthros the son of Ubara-Tutu.
Then, too, we read of a "ship" instead of an ''ark."
The difference here is doubtless due, as Mr. George
Smith remarked, to a difference of geographical
position. The cry of the Chaldceans was "in their
ships" ; the southern portion of Babylonia lay upon
the Persian Gulf, and Surippak the city of Xisuthros _
was situated on the Euphrates. The inhabitants of
Palestine, on the other hand, had no great rivers,
and the sea-coast was occupied by Philistines and
Phcenicians, not by Jews. As regards the size of the
ship or ark, again, the two accounts are in disagree:..
ment. Though the exact number of cubits mentioned on the cui1eiform tablet is doubtful on account
of a fracture, we know at any rate that the height
and breadth were said to have been the same. In
the Bible, however, the breadth is given as fifty cupits,
whereas the height is stated to be thirty.
The Bible, moreover, omits all reference to the fear
of Xisuthros that he will be mocked at by the people,
and it seems to exclude the admission of slaves and
handmaids within the ark, as well as of property in
gold and silver. The door, furthermore, which was
closed by Xisuthros himself according to the Babylonian version, was closed by God according to the
"J ehovist." Genesis, also, knows nothing of a pilot,
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while the Babylonian poet on his side knows nothing
of a breaking up of" the fountains of the great deep."
He differs, too, from both the "Elohist" and the
"J ehovist" as to the length of time the flood lasted,
as well as in the fact that the ship of Xisuthros rested
on the summit of the mountain of Nizir, the modern
Rowandiz, not upon the mountains of Ararat. Here,
however, there is probably no real discrepancy.
Nizir might easily be regarded as an easterly prolongation of the Kurdish mountains, the Ararat of
Scripture and of the Assyi"ian inscriptions, which are
called Goi·dyc.ean in the account of the deluge given by
the Chaldc.ean historian Ber6ssos.
But in the description of the sending forth of the
birds the variations are considerable. The swallow
is not mentioned in Genesis or the olive leaf by the
Babylonian writer. In fact instead of sending forth
a swallow N oah sends forth the dove a second time,
while it is the dove and not the raven which announce"s that the earth is dry. Lastly the covenant
of which the rainbow was the token appears only in
the Scriptural narrative, where, moreover, it is Enoch
and not N oah who "did not see death." 1
The conclusioi1s we ought to draw from all this
seen1 pretty clear. On the one hand, the "Elohistic"
and " Jehovistic " narratives must alike be ascribed to
the same Babylonian source; we cannot say of the
one that it is Palestinian in its origin, and of the
other that it was copied, or rather paraphrased, from
the cuneiform tablets in the age of the Babylonian
Exile. On the other hand, both narratives can be
1 vVe must uot forget, however, that it is said of Noah as
well as of Enoch that "he walked with God" (Gen. vi. 9, v. 24).
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called Babylonian in origin only in so far as their
setting is concerned; the mode in which the materials
have been treated, the spirit which pervades them, is
purely Hebraic. Both, too, are coloured as it were
by the geographical position of Palestine. In both
alike it is an ark and not a ship that is spoken of,
and while the " Elohist " refers to the "gopher wood"
of which the ark was made, the "J ehovist" states it
was an olive leaf which was brought back by the
dove. The vegetation is that of Palestine rather than
of Babylonia. Even in the season of the year at
which the flood took place according to Genesis we
may trace a Palestinian colouring. In Babylonia it
was assigned to Sebat, the eleventh month of the
"curse of rain" as it was called, which would correspond to our February. In Palestine, however, the
first rains are over before February, and the ~'latter
rains" have not yet begun ; we are not surprised,
therefore, at finding that the flood of Noah commenced on the seventeenth day of the second month,
that is to say at the beginning of November.
It must be granted, then, that the Biblical narrative
of the flood, whether told by the " Elohist " or by
the "J ehovist," has much which is similar to the
BabyIonian account. Can we go further 'and say
that it is derived from the Babylonian version of it
discovered by Mr. George Smith ? This cannot
be maintained. We know that there were severar versions of the story in Babylonia, and though the one
we possess Play have been the most popular, it was
nevertheless but one out of many. There is nothing
either in the similarities or in the contrasts between
the " Elohistic " narrative and the Babylonian that
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can make us suppose there was any direct relation
between the two, unless it be the mention of the
kopfter with which the ark was pitched ; on the con·
trary the resemblances are of so general a character,
the contrasts so much what might have been expected
from the different points of view of the authors, that
the probabilities are all on the other side. It is
different when we turn to the " Jehovistic" narrative.
Here there are three passages which even in their
divergency from it seem to imply an acquaintance
with the Babylonian poem. One of these is the
statement that the Lord shut the door of the ark
(Gen. vii. 16). This differs from the Babylonian
· account, according to which Xisuthros closed it
himself. The final act in the drama of Noah's p.reservation was due, not to his own power~, but to the
God of Israel, who was the one and. only author of it
from first to last. The second passage is that which
describes the sending forth of the birds. Now it is
clear that the Babylonian version is older than the
Hebrew record, and the position of the raven of
Genesis . seems less logical than in the. Babyloriian
verswn. it was because the raven did not return
that Xisuthros knew that the waters were abated ; it
was to discover whether this was the case or not that
it had been sent forth. In Genesis the reason for the
despatch of the raven is not so clear, since it is not
followed by Noah's departure from the ark. It seems
like a fragment of some older building which has been
incorporated into a more modern edifice, with the
architecture of which it does not fully harmonise.
And on account of this position of the raven, it is to
the dove that the part falls of proving the sufficient
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fall of the wat.ers .. The dove has thus taken the place
not only of the swallow but, to some extent, of the
raven as well. There was, however, a reason for this.
The swallow was intimately connected with the superstitions of Babylonian heathenism. From Accadi<!-n
days it had been known as " the bird of destiny," and
it was doubtless on this account that it was said to
have been selected by the Chaldcean hero. The
raven, on the other hand, was an unclean bird, and it
was not fitting that one who had been chosen from
amongst all mankind to be an example of divine
mercy,· should be guided by it to leave the ark of his
salvation. It must have been the dove, not the
swallow or the raven, which had been God's instru'
ment in 1\'!ading N oah back to the earth.
The third passage is that which tells us how when
N oah offered his sacrifice "·the Lord smelled a sweet
savour." The expression is identical with that of the
Babylonian poet, and it is impossible not to believe
that the language of the latter was known to the
Biblical writer. But if the expression has been
borrowed, it has been borrowed only in form. The
Babylonian gods have been swept aside like the flies
with which they were compared, and in place of them
we have the One and only God of Israel, who was at
once the author of the deluge and the saviour of the
righteous N oah. As in the first passage, so in the
third, the siltmt con:ection of Babylonian polytheism
is an eloquent testimony to the writer's knowledge
of the poem in which that polytheism was expressed.
Let us now pass on to the tenth chapter of
Genesis, " the ethnological table" as it has often
been termed. The title, however, is incorrect. The
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chapter is concerned, not with races, but with
geography. It is, in fact, a descriptive chart of
Hebrew geography, the various cities and countries
of the known world being arranged in it genealogically in accordance with Semitic idiom. The idiom
is not quite extinct even in our own day and· in our
own language. We still speak of a "mother-country,"
and our German neighbours write about their" fatherland." But an idiom which is exceptional with, us is
the rule in Semitic tongues. The "sons of Canaan"
are the Canaanites, the "daughter of Jerusalem "
· means the inhabitants of Jerusalem. When Ezekiel
says of Jerusalem that its "father was an Amorite
and its mother an Hittite," he means that. Amorites
and Hittites had taken part either in its ,foundation
or in its subsequent history. So, too,.when we read
that Sidon " the fishers' town " was " the firstborh " of
Canaan, all we are to understand is that it was the
earliest of Phcenician cities.
We are not to look, then, to the tenth chapter of
Genesis for a scientific division of mankind irito their
several races. We are not even to demand from it
that simple and primitive division of them according
to colour which we find on the walls of the. tomb of a
Theban prince, Rekh-ma~Ra, who lived in the time of
the Eighteenth Egyptian dynasty. As a matter of
·fact, all the tribes and nations mentioned in the
chapter belonged to the white race. Even theN egroes
are not :referred to, though they were well known to
the Egyptians, and the black-skinned Nu bians are
carefully excluded from the descendants of Cush.
The white race, however, is distinguished into
several varieties which the ethnologist is not at
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present able to trace back to a single original type:
Tne Semitic race must be distinguished from the
Aryan, and the Aryan probably from the KeltoLibyan ; both again are separate from the Hittite
with his Mongoloid features, or from the Egyptian
'who claims connection with the population of Southern Arabia. But in Biblical times all these various
sub-races were mingled together in that square of
the earth's surface which constituted the known world
to the civilised peoples of the East. It was a very
important square of the earth's surface, comparatively
small though it may have been, where the chief acts
of the drama of human history have been played, and
of whose culture we are the heirs. It was a square,
too, which has witnessed the rise and growth of the
civilisation which mainly has an interest for us ; it is
only the civilisations of India, of China, of Peru and
Central America which lie outside it.
In the tenth- chapter of Genesis this square is
divided into three zones, a northern, a central, and
a southern. 1 The northern zone is represented by
Japhet, the central zone by Shem, the southern zone
by Ham. In one direction, however, along the coast
of Palestine, Egyptian conquest caused the southern
zone to be· extended into the zone of the centre. In
the age of the Tel el-Amarna tablets Kinakhkhi or
Canaan,was an Egyptian province, and was therefore
necessarily grouped along with Mizraim or Egypt. It
was like a' tongue of land thrust forward into territory
that belonged to A ram and Eber .
. How purely geographical the table is may be seen
from the list of peoples who are all alike declared to
1

See my "Races of the Old Testament," pp. 41 sqq.
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be the children of Canaan. The Semitic Zidonian,
the Mongoloid Hittite invader from the far north,
the Amorite with his fair hair and blue eyes, are all
associated together under a common title. But this
common title made them sons of Canaan in a geographical and not an ethnological sense. It was because
the Hittite had established himself at Kadesh on the
Orontes, while the Amorite occupied the highlands,
that they were classed along with the Semite. The
ethnical relation of the latter was really with the
sons of Cush on the one side, and the sons of Shem
on the other.
But among the sons of Shem also there is one
name, that of Elam, which is ethnologically out of
place. Geographically, however, Elam was situated in
the central zone, and needed to be classified accordingly. The Elamites, therefore, who were Semites
neither in blood nor in speech, are grouped with
Assyrians and Aramreans.
There was one people whom modern discovery has
shown to have belonged to two geographical zones.
The Sabrean kingdom, like that of Ma'in which preceded it, extended from the extreme south to the
extreme north of the Arabian. peninsula. There were
Sabreans in Yemen, but there were also Sabreans
whose territory lay rrot far distant from that of the
Philistines. Accordingly we find that Sheba, like the
desert land of Havilah, is mentioned twice. Sheba
and Havilah are not only sons of Cush and so natives
of the southern zone, they are also sons of Shem in
the central zone.
There is, however, a passage in the chapter which
disturbs its orderly arrangement. This is the pas-
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sage which describ.es the ·rise of the kingdom of
Nimrod.. While elsewhere we have to do only with
tribes or cities, here it is an individual man who is
suddenly brought .before us. His history, moreover,
violates the whole plan upon which the chapter is
based. He is introduced into the middle of the list
of nations belonging to the southet;n zone, although
his kingdom formed a portion of the zone of Shem.
Asshur, moreover, who is mentioned in his right place
in a later verse (22), is here associated with the southern nations of the known world. Like Babylonia, he
has been shifted from the central zone to the southern
world of Cush.
It is plain, therefore, that the passage which relates
to Nimrod can have had no place in the original
design of the ,tenth chapter. It is an interpolation,.
but an interpolation which se~med to .be justified,
partly by the fact that Nimrod was a son of " Cush,"
partly by _the geographical details which the refet:ence
to his kingdom occasioned. Nevertheless the justificatiqn of the insertion of the passage makes it none
the less an interpolation, and we shall therefore defer
considering it until the rest of the chapter has been
examined.
There are few other parts of the Old Testament on
which so much light has been shed by oriental research. It is more especially the cuneiform records
which have enabled us to identify the tribes and.
places named in the chapter, and to col'l'ect the
erroneous guesses of past days. Gomer, the first
name which confronts us, has ceased to be the occasion of the wild hypotheses it was to former commentators. · Tha~ks to the Assyrian monuments, it
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has fallen into its proper place in geography a:nd
history.
The Hebrew Gomer appears in Assyrian under
the form of Gimirra. The Gimirra were the Kimmerians of Herodotos, who, according to the Greek
writer, had been driven by the Scyths from. their
original seats on the Dniester and the Sea of Azof.l
They first settled north of the Araxes, from whence
their name had made its way through an atmosphere
of myth to the poets of Greece ( Od. xi. 14). Their
stay here, however, was not long, and they soon
descended upon the rich kingdoms and states of the
south. Sweeping through Ararat they first attempted
to enter Assyria, which was governed at ·the tim~
by Esar-haddon. He met them on the northern
frontier of his empire (B.c. 677), and in ~ decisive
battle defeated them so signally that they were forced
to turn westward into Asia Minor. Here they committed depredations the memory of which lasted for
years. The Greek colony of Sin6pe was captured and
destroyed, city after city fell before them, and they
finally penetrated into the kingdom of Lydia, where
Gyges had lately founded a new dynasty. Gyges,
called Gugu in the cuneiform texts, Gog by Ezekiel,
sent an embassy to Njneveh in the hope that the
powerful monarch of Assyria would lend him aid
against his adversaries. It was some time before an
interpreter could be found who could understand the
strange language of the ambassadors, and it would
seem that after all Assur-bani-pal, who had succeeded
Esar-haddon on the throne, accepted the presents and
flattering messages of Gyges- but did not send him
1

Hdt. i.

15, 104,

iv. r r, 12.
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troops. At all events pot lbng afterwards Gyges fell
in battle against the Kimmerians, 'and his head \vas
carried off in triumph by the victors. In this the
Assyrian monarch saw a punishment sent by the gods
upon Gyges- for the part he had taken in assisting
the revolt of Egypt from Assyria, and he tells us
that it was only when Ardys, the son and successor
of Gyges, had again returned to allegiance, that
victory was granted him over the Kimmerian foe.
However this may have been, the fact remains that
the Kimmerians were extirpated or enslaved in Lydia
by Ardys, and Asia Minor was not troubled again by
them. The appearance of Gomer on the horizon of
civilised Asia was thus of but short continuance.
Magog is associated with Gomer in Genesis,:with
Gog also in the Book ofEzekiel (xxxviii. 2, xxxix. 6).
Gog is described by the prophet as belonging to
."the land of Magog," the situation of which is
defined ,by its proximity to "the isles" of the LEgean.
It is clear that Lydia is meant, and that by Magog
we must understand "the land of Gog." The philo.
logical explanation of the name is more obscure.
Magog may be a contraction of the Assyrian M at
Gugi ''the land of Gog," or in the first syllable we may
have the Lydian word for "country." vVe are told
that this was m6ys, to which Mai-onia, the old name
of Lydia, has been supposed to be akin. Whatever
qe the explanation, Magog was not the only country
. we know of, in the name of which the initial M a
appears as a separable prefix. There was another
northern region mentioned in the Assyrian inscriptions
which is termed indifferently Ma-zamua and Zamua.
In ,Ezekiel Gyges o( Lydia has become the repre-
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sentative of the power which had its seat in Asia
Minor, and was already threatening the Semitic popu~
lations of the south. Meshech and Tubal had been
for many centuries the two nations of Asia Minor who
had been in hostile contact with Assyria; the Lydian
dynasty which had now risen to the west of them was
about to include them in its empire and give them a
strength they had never possessed before. Eastward ·
the Lydian empire stretched to the Halys, where it
met the outposts of the Median monarch ; westward
it had incorporated into its army the wretched relics
of the once formidable Kimmerians. Lydia or Magog
thus stood midway between Gomer and the Mede.
This is precisely the position in which Magog is
placed in the tenth chapter of Genesis. Gomer, the
first of Japhet's sons, is followed by· Magog, and
Magog is followed by Madai. We first hear of the
Madai upon the Assyrian monuments about B.C. 840,
when they are called Amada and found by the
Assyrian army in Media Atropatene. The name is
written Mada in an inscription of Rimmon-nirari Ill.
(B.C. 8ro-78r), and from this time forward is referred
to frequently.
The Mada, in fact, were the Kurdish
tribes who lived eastward of Assyria, and whose terri~
tory extended as far as the Caspian Sea. They were
for the most part Indo-European in language and
Aryan in descent, and lived like the Greeks in small
states, each of which obeyed a "city-lord" of its own.
It was a combination of the Median tribes with the
king of the Manda or "nomads" which brought about
the rise of the Median empire, and pave& the way
for the empire of Cyrus.
But the Lydian not only stood midway between
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the Kimmerian and the 'Mede, he also stood midway
between the Greek world and the populations of
Asia Minor east of the Halys. He was the intermediarywho carried to the West the traditions and
culture of Asia Minor. From early days Greeks had
been settled in the islands of the lEgean Sea and. on~
the western coasts of the adjoining continent. Stories
. were told of maritime expeditions under the princes
of Mykence which had sailed in old times to Asia,
and had beleaguered for ten long years the city of
Troy. Alexander, who had wooed the fair Helen, it
wa~ said, had b1~ought rich embroideries from Sidon,
and Menelaos the Spartan king had sought her at the
court of the Egyptian monarch,while in still earJier
days Pelops the son of the Lydian Tantalos had fled
to Greece with the golden treasure of his father's
kingdom.
Modern excavation has shown that there was truth
at the bottom of all these tales. The peculiar pottery
found at Mykence and Tiryns an:d other "prehistoric"
sites in Greece has been found again in Egypt
among the ruined dwellings and in the tombs of
northern strangers who had live.d there in the time
of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth dynasties. At
Myken~ 1 on the other hand, the products of Egyptian
skill have been discovered-fragments of porcelain,
engraved ostrich-eggs, and bronze daggers inlaid in
gold with scenes of life ·in the Egyptian Delta.
In Egypt and the East the Greek was known as
the " Ionian." In the cuneiform inscriptions Cyprus
is called the island of Yavna or "the Ionians," and
as far back as the age of the Fifth and Sixth Egyptian
dynasties, in the texts which cover the walls of
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certain pyramids, the Mediterranean is entitled " the
circle which .surrounds the Huinivu." Huinivu, as
we know from the famous Rosetta Stone, was the
Egyptian form of the word "Ionian," and the face of
a." Huinivu" depicted on the walls of Karnak among
the northern prisoners of Hor-m-hib is. a . typical
Greek face of the classical period. In looking at it
we find ourselves looking at the type which Pheidias
and his disciples impressed upon stone.1
Apart from the old Egyptian name of the Mediterranean, the earliest mention of Javan the" Ionian" is
in one of the tablets of Tel el-Amarna. Here, the
writer, the governor of the Phcenician city of Gebal,
states that it has been reported to the Egyptian ki~g
that "the Ionian" is on a mission to the country of
Tyre. 2 The name of the " Ionian"' is written
Yivana, which is the exact counterpa~t in Assyrian
of the Hebrew Yavan (Javan). Already, therefore,
before the birth of Moses, not only was the name of
the " Ionian" well known in Egypt, but there were
Ionians in the service of the Pharaoh who might be
despatched to Palestine on the business of the king.
It was doubtless through the Greeks of Cyprus
that the name of the "Ionians" first became familiar
to the people of Western Asia. It is possible that
Sargon of Accad at the very dawn of history had
crossed to Cyprus ; at all events when he erected an
image of himself on the shores of the Phcenician
coast he would have seen the outline of the island
on the horizon, and General di Cesnola obtained
1 See the illustration on p.
Testament."
2 See above, p. 20.

I
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there a Babylonian cylinclel: the odgihal possessor of
which calls himself" a worshipper" of Sargon's ·son
and successor" the deified Naram-Sin." · In the days
of the Eighteenth Egyptian dynasty the island was
known as Asi, and it was one of the subject provinces
which sent tribute to the Pharaoh. On its eastern
coast lived the Zakkur, as we have recently been
informed by a papyrus in the possession of M.
Golenischeff.l They·were allies of the Shardana or
Sardinians, of the Shakalsh or Siculians, of the
Aqaiush and of the Libyans in a great invasion of
Egypt that occurred in the reign of Meneptah II.,
the Pharaoh of the Exodus, and a century later
they again took part in another invasion in which
the populations of "the North" united with the
Hittites and Philistines and the king of AramN aharairn in attacking the valley of the Nile. In
this second invasion the Daanau or Danaans took
the place of the Aqaiush, in whom we must recognise
the Achceans of Greek history. The Achceans of the
Egyptian monuments, however, did not occupy the
same portion of the Greek world as the Achceans of
Homer. They were near neighbours of the Zakkur,
and must consequently have lived in Cyprus. The
Zakkur ·were the Teukrians, the ruling tribe at
Salamis, and in, the Aqaiush we may therefore see
1 The papyrus gives an account of an embassy sent by HirHor of Egypt to Zakar-Baal king of Gebal. On their way to
the latter city the Egyptians stopped for the sake of obtaining
certain kinds of wood at Dela (?) on the coast of the Zakkur in
"the sea of Khalu." As the sea of Khalu was the north-eastern
basin of the Mediterranean, the geographical position of the
Zakkur is fixed. See my "Races of the Old Testament," p.
I 52.
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the "Ach<eans " cif the north-eastern coast of the
island.l
The tenth chapter of Genesis says nothing of either
Ach;eans or Teukrians. On the contrary, the sons of
Javan whom it enumerates are" Elishah and Tarshish,
Kittim and Rodanim." In Elishah we probably
have .the name of Hellas, in Rodanim that of the
Rhodians. Kittim is Kition inCyprus, the site of
which is now occupied by Larnaka. Kittim was of
Ph<:Enician foundation, but it was surrounded by
Greek colonists, and eventually passed into their
hands. Tarshish was called Tartessos by the Greeks.
It formed the western limit of the Mediterranean, and
stood not far from the modern Gibraltar. From
early times it had been visit'ed by . Phcenici~n
merchants, and the ships that traded to it \vere known
as the "ships of Tarshish." So numerous were they
that the name became synonyrnous with trading
ships generally, whatever might be their destination.
A merchantman could be termed a "ship of Tarshish,"
even though its voyages were in the Indian seas.
Tubal and Meshech, the Tabali and Muska of the
Assyrian; monuments, were the representatives of
Easteri1 Asia Minor. Their territory originally extended far to the south. In the time of Sargon and
Sennacherib that of the Tabali adjoined Cilicia, while
the Muska inhabited the highlands to the east of
them, where they were in contact with Melitene and
the Hittites. In later days, however, both Tubal and
Meshech had retreated to the north, and the classical
geographers place the Tibareni and the Moschians at
no great distance from the Black Sea.
1

1

See Strabo, p. 682.
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The name of Tiras nientioned with that of Meshech
is still enveloped in obscurity So also arc tlie names
of Riphath and Togannah, since Prof. Friedrich
Delitzsch's identification of the latter with the TilGarimmi of the cuneiform inscriptions in Melih~ne is
not very probable. For Ashkenaz, however, it would
seem that we must look to the east. It is true that
Ashkenaz is called a son of Gomer, but the Kimmerians first · entered Asia on the north-eastern
frontier of Assyria, and certain texts which relate to
the closing days of the Assyrian monarchy speak of
them as in alliance with the Medes and the Manna,
and thus show that i.t was only a portion of the
nation which made its way into Asia Minor. Moreover the geographical position of Ashkenaz is settled
for us by the Book of Jeremiah. Here (li. 27, 28)
" the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz ''
are summoned to join "the kings of the Medes" in
overthrowing the Babylonian power. The Minni,
called Manna by the Assyrians, lived on the southeastern frontier of Ararat, and Ashkena~ consequently
must have occupied the country which intervened
between the Manna and the Mada. It is just here
that the inscriptions of Sargon place the people of
Asguza.
In Asguza, therefore, it would appear
that we should recognise the Ashkenaz of Scripture.
Such, then, according to the tenth chapter of Genesis,
were the chief nations of the northern zone of the
known world. It was by them that " the isles of the
Gentiles" were peopled in the north and in the west.
The nations of the southern zone are next enumerated. The list is ,headed by Cush in the extreme
south.
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The name of Cush was derived from Egypt. To
the Egyptians Kash denoted the districts south of
the First Cataract, inhabited for the most part by
races of a Nubian origin. After their conquest by
the kings of the Eighteenth dynasty, the eldest son
of the Pharaoh took the title of "Prince of Kas\1," a
title analogous to that of "Prince of Wales'' borne
by the eldest son of the reigning sovereign of England.
It was, to Kash that the surviving members of the
Twentieth dynasty fled after the successful usurpation
of the crown by another line of princes, and at
Napata, under the shadow of the holy mountain,
Gebel Barkal, they founded a kingdom, modelled in
every respect upon that of Egypt. A temple. w~s
built similar to that at Karnak, and the kings claimed
to be high-priests of Amon as well as rulers of the
country. For several centuries the language and
customs of Egypt continued to prevail, but gradually
the Egyptian emigrants lost the purity of their blood,
and the court became more and more barbarised.
When Egypt was conquered by the Ethiopian Sabako
or So, the royal names had ceased to be Egyptian.
The name of Sabako, like that of his second successor,
Tirhakah, is Nubian rather than Egyptian.
Kash was the Ethiopia of the classical geographers,
and in the tablets of Tel el-Amarna it is called Ka'si.
In the later Assyrian inscriptions the name is written
Ku'si, and it is this form of the name which we find in
the Old Testament. In the Old Testament, however,
the name has a much wider signification than it had
either in Egypt or in Assyria. It embraces not only
the African Kash of the Egyptian monuments, but
also the southern coasts of Arabia. Like the land of
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Pun of the Egyptian fnscriptioris, it thus includes the
regions on either side of the Red Sea.
There was a reason for this. From early times
emigrants had come from Southern Arabia and
founded colonies on the opposite coasts of Africa.
The intercourse between the two sides of the Stt~aits
of Bab el-Mandeb had always been active. It had
produced a m}xed population on either side, and the
tribal names of Southern Arabia were met with again
in Africa. It was often difficult to distinguish between
the Arabian and the African Cush.
·
The Cushite tribes, however, mentioned in Genesis
belonged to Arabia. Seba and Sheba seem to be
but two .different' forms of the same name, the one
denoting the kingdom of Saba in the soutn of the
peninsula, the other the· Sab;ean colonies in the
north. Havilah we have already had to speak of;
Dedan was the leading tribe whose head-qu:uters
were in the north in the neighbourhood of Teima,
and which carried the spiceries of the southern coast
to the populations of Palestine.
Next to Cush, as we descend the Nile, comes Mizraim, "the two Matsors." Matsor was the Hebrew
name of the great fortification which ran across the
isthmus of Suez and protected Egypt . from the
attacks of its eastern neighbours. The name served
also to denote the country which lay behind the line
of forts, and accordingly we find it used of the Delta
in more than one passage of the Old Testament.
Thus in Isaiah xix. 6 we read that "the Nile-arms
of Matsor shall be emptied and dried up," and in
xxxvii. 25 Sennacherib declares that he has "dried
up all the Nile-arms of Matsor," where the Authorised
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Version has misunderstood the sense in both passages.
In the Tel el-Amarna tablets Matsor ·appears as
Mitsir, a form of the name which survived in Babylonia, though in Assyi"ia it was changed into Mutsur
in consequence of its confusion with another Mutsur
which was the name of a district to the north~east of
Nineveh,
In the cuneiform inscriptions Mitsir or Mutsur
represents the whole of Egypt. In the Old Testament, however, when Egypt is referred to as a whole
the dual Mizraim is more correctly used. From the
beginning of history, in fact, Egypt had been a dual
country. The Pharaohs were kings of "the two
lands," and wore the separate crowns of Upper ar:td
Lower Egypt. Pathros, or Pa-to-ris ''the land of
the south" (Isaiah xi. II), called Patm:issu in the
cuneiform texts, was as distinct from Matsor as
England is from Scotland. It was only the united
monarchy that held them together.1
The sons of Mizraim were the various nationalities
who obeyed the rule of the Egyptian Pharaoh. First
among them are mentioned the Ludim or Lydians.
It may at first sight seem strange to find Lydians in
the southern zone an~ reckoned among the natives
of Egypt. But the inscriptions of the Assyrian king
Assur-bani-pal have cleared up the mystery. vVe
learn from them that the successful revolt of Egypt
from Assyrian domination in the seventh century B.C.
was due to the assistance furnished by Gyges of
1

In one of the Egyptian papyri which have been preserved
to us, a scribe writing to his master complains that his orders
were as difficult to understand "as the words of a man of Athu
(in the Delta) talking to a man of Elephantin~" (opposite
Assuan).
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Lydia to the Egyptian prince Psammetichus. The
soldiers with whose help Psammetichus made Egypt
independent were not only Ionians. and Karians, as
the Greek writers assert; they had been sent from
Lydia, and were Lydians by name if not by birth.1
- The assistance rendered by these foreign mercenaries
was not forgotten by the Egyptian kings ; they became
. the body-guard of the Pharaohs of the Twenty-sixth
dynasty, and played an important part in the politics
of the day. High in favour at court they stood next
to the monarch, and according·ly it is not surprising
to find them named first among the various peoples
whom Mizraim "begat.",
The Lydian mercenaries are alluded to elsewhere
in the Old Testament books. Jeremiah (xlvi. 9)
describes the Egyptian army as consisting of Ethio~
pians, of Phutites, and of Lydians, and similal'ly
Ezekicl (xxx. 5) prophesies that Cush and Phut and
Lud shall fall by the swor.d along with the Egyptians.
But it was not in Egypt 1only that Lydian mercenaries
were to be found. 'vVe see from Ezekiel xxvii. IO
that they also hired their services to Tyre, and formed
part of the Tyrian "men of war."
The Anamim who are mentioned next after the
Lydians have not yet been identified, Th,e Lehabim,
however,are the fair-haired, blue-eyed -Libyans, who
as far back as the ag·e of the Nineteenth and Twentieth
dynasties had been incorporated. into the Egyptian
army. At one time they occupied much the same
place in Egyptian history as was subsequently
1 I have during the past wintel' (1892~3) discovereu a Lydian
inscription-the first yet found-of two lines on a rock a little
to the north of Silsileh in Upper Egypt.
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occupied by the Lydians, and it is probable that
the Twenty-second dynasty, that of Shishak, was of
Libyan extraction, and owed its rise to power to the
influence of the Libyan troops.
In the Naphtuhim it is possible that we sho11ld
recognise the people of Napata, the capital of Cush;
the Pathrusim are the inhabitants of Pathros or
Southern Egypt; and the Casluhim still remain as
obscure as the Anamim. Who the Caphtorim were
has been explained by Prof. Ebers. Kaft was .the
Egyptian name of Phoenicia, and in the Caphtorim
we must see an Egyptian Kaft-ur or " Greater
Phoenicia," a title given to the coast-land of the
Delta, which was more thickly peopled by Phoenician
colonists than the mother-country itself. The refer. ence to the Philistines has been misplaced. Other
passages in the Old Testament make it clear that
their original home was among the Caphtorim and
not among the Casluhim. Jeremiah (xlvii. 4) describes them as "the remnant of the country of
Caphtor," and in Amos (ix. 7) it is said that they
had been brought from Caphtor.
The geographical position of Phut, who is named
next to Mizraim, has not yet been cleared up. All
we can say with certainty is that the name stands
midway between those of Mizraim and of Canaan,
and ought therefore to be looked for on the eastern
frontier of Egypt. It is only quite recently that the
name has been met with on an ancient monument.
A fragment of the annals of Nebuchadrezzar in
which·· his campaign against Egypt is narrated 1
1 Published by Dr. Strassmaier in his "Babylonische Texte,"
Pt. 6, No. 329, and translated by me in the Academy.
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states that in his thirty-seventh year he marched
against "Egypt to make war [and' battle with
Ama]sis king of Egypt," and that in the course of
his invasion he defeated "the soldiers of the city,'of
Pudhu-yfwan" or Phut of the Ionians, "a distant
land which is within the sea." We may accordingly
conclude that Phut was inhabited by Ionian Greeks;
, it may therefore have been Pelusium or some other
settlement of the Greek mercenaries in Egypt.
T_!lat Canaan should be reckoned along with
Mizraim is natural enough. It had once been an
Egyptian province, and the Tel el-Amarna tablets
have shown us how close were the bonds which at
that time united it with the monarchy on the Nile.
In the tablets the name appears as Kinakhkhi, and is
applied to the coast-land of Phcenicia as distinguished
from "the land of the Amorites " in the highlands
north of M()unt Hermon. The name, indeed, as has
often been pointed out, signifies "the lowlands," and
it must have been long after it was first given that it
came to be extended to the interior of Palestine.
Like the name of Palestine itself, which originally
denoted the territory of the Philistine cities, it grew
in meaning and application in the course of centuries.
In the tenth chapter of Genesis it is already used
in its w:dest, sense. Canaan, we are told, "begat
Sidon his first-born" on the sea-coast, and then other
tribes and nations whose seats were inland. Heth,
the Hittite, is included among the children of
Canaan, not so much because of the Hittite tribe
which had settled at Hebron as because Kadesh on
the Orontes, "in the land of the Amorites," had
become the southern capital of the Hittite invader
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before the age of the Exodus. In the time o( the
Tel cl-Amarna tablets the Hittites were already
threatening the Egyptian province of Syria. Urgent
requests for troops were sent to the Pharaoh by his
governors in the north, and as the years passed on
the requests became more and more frequent and
pressing. At length we hear that the Hittite forces
had joined those of Babylonia and Aram-Naharaim,
and that Phceriicia itself was in danger of invasion.
It would seem that no answer was returned to these
appeals for help. The Egyptian Pharaoh was surrounded by enemies at home, and it was not long
bdore the Egyptian empire fell amid the troubles of
civil war. When light falls once more upon the
. scene with the rise of the Nineteenth dynasty, we find
the Hittites in possession of Kadesh, 'from which
all the power of Ramses Il. was unable to dislodge
them.
There is a reason for coupling the J ebusite with
the Hittitc on the one hand and with the Amorite on
the other. Ezekiel (xvi. 3, 45) tells us that the
"father" of Jerusalem "was an Amorite," and its
"mother an Hittite." At the peri"od..of the Israelitish
. conquest of Canaan, Jerusalem was in the hands/ of
the Jebusites, and it is probable, therefore, that we
must look upon them as a mixed tripe, partly Hittite
and partly Amorite in descent.
;.
The Hittitc and Amorite, however, were not only
different in nation::dity, they were also different in
race. What the Amorites were like we may see
upon the monuments of Egypt. Here they are
depicted as members of the blond. race, tall of
stature, with fair skins, light hair, and blue eyes.
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They have, in fact; all the characteristics of that
portion of the white race to which the ancient
Libyans belonged, and to which their modern descendants in Algeria or Morocco belong to-day.· The
characteristics are. specially those which we are accustomed to associate with the so-called " Red Kelt,"
and it has been proposed to call the race which was
distinguished by them "Kelto-Libyan." The footsteps of this race are marked by megalithic monuments, tombs and cairns formed of large blocks of
stone over which earth or other stones have· been
afterwards ·piled. Now it is noticeable that these
same megalithic· structures are met with on either
side of the Jordan in the very districts where the
Bible and the Egyptian texts place the Amorites,
and it is therefore reasonable to suppose that as in
Northern Africa they were the burial-places of the
Libyan, so too in Syria they were the burial-places
of the Amorite. The old white race of Palestine
has survived to the present day, and travellers may
'still see individuals there who have all the characteristic features of the Amorites of the Egyptian
monu ments.1
The modern Kabyle of Algeria, the descendant of
the ancient Libyan, is dolichocephalic or long-headed,
like the skeletons found in the old cairns and
cromlechs of the country. We may accordingly conclude that the Amorite, with whom in other respects
he claims physiological connection, was also longheaded. He was thus a complete contrast to the
Hittite, whose portraits show him. to have had a
1 See my article on " The White Race of Ancient Palestine "
in the Expositor, vol. viii.
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markedly round skull. The Hittite portraits have
come to us from two different sources, whose agreement is the best proof possible of the accuracy of each.
They have been drawn, on the one hand, by the hostile
hand of the Egyptians on the monuments of the.
Eighteenth and Nineteenth dynasties ; on the other
hand we can now study them in the hiei'oglyphs and
sculptures of the Hittites themselves. The face was
distinguished by a retrea:ting forehead and chin, and
a large protrusive nose. It was, in fact, excessively
ugly. That the ugliness cannot be ascribed to the
malice of the Egyptian artists is shown by the native
portraits, in which the general repulsiveness of the
features is even more pronounced than it is in t~1e
pictures of their Egyptian enemies. The eyes were
black and lozenge-shaped, the lips full,' the beard
scanty, the hair dark, and the skin yellow. The
physiological type, in short, was that of the Mongolian,
in marked contrast to the Aryan type of the blond
Amorite. Like the Chinaman, the Hittite gathered
the hair behind his headinto a'' pig-tail."
It cis sometimes asserted that the Hittites represented on the Egyptian monuments belong to two
different types, one beardless, the other bearded.
But the latter type is not really Hittite at all. The
Hittites with whom the Egyptian Pharaohs waged
their wars had conquered the territory of Semitic
tribes, and they formed among them merely a
dominant military caste. The Hittite cprisoners, accordingly, who served as the models of the Egyptian
artist, included Semitic Arama=ans as well as Hittites
of genuine descent. In Northern Syria Hittite and
Arama=an were mingled together, as Hittite and
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Arnorite were mingled in Palestine. $om~ of the
names of the commanders of the Hittite force~ are of
Semitic origin, and the commanders who bore them
were doubtless Semitic in race.
The Hittites had originally occupied th~ eastern
ranges ofthe Taurus. Sir Charles Wilson has foun~
their physiolo~ical type still surviving among the
peasantry of Kappadolda. On the southern side of
the Taurus they came into contact with Babylonian
culture in the early days before the rise of the Assyrian kingdom. They adopted the general principles
of Babylonian civilisati~n and art, modifying them
in accordance with their own habits and genius. At
a later period, after the Egyptian Wars, their art was
still further modified by contact with Egypt, and
at a yet later age, by the influence of Assyria. But
whatever its ·origin and the influences to which it
submitted, it retained to the last its own peculiar
characteristics~ and handed them on to the nations
of Western Asia Min.or. It holds as independent a
place in the history of art as does the art of Egypt,
of Assyria, or of Phcenicia.l
The tablets of Tel el-Amarna enable us to trace
the southern progress of Hittitc invasion. As the
power of Egypt grew weaker, the Hittites began to
threaten the northern 'frontiers of the empire. Tunip,
now Tennib, to the west of Aleppo, was the first to
fall of the Egyptian fortresses in Northern Syria, and
1 See W, Wright : "Empire of the Hittites," 2nd edition,
1886; Perrot and Chipre:Z : "Histoire de l'Art," vol. iv., translated into English under the title of " A History of Ancient Art
in Sardinia, Jud::ea, Syria, and Asia Minor," and my own
" Hittites" (Religious Tract Society, 1888).
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from this time forward the resistance made to the
Hittite invader seems to have been but slight. 1 vVe
soon hear of the Hittites joining with the Babylo~
nians, the forces of Aram-Naharaim and the Bedawin,
in driving the Egyptian governors out of the land of
the Amorites, and before the rise of the Nineteenth
Egyptian dynasty they had placed their southern,
capital in the old sacred Semitic city of Kadesh, on the
Lake of Homs. Here, however, their further progress
was at length checked. Egyptian armies once more
marched into Palestine, and twenty years of conflict,
exhausted both the Hittites of Kadesh and. their
Egyptian foes. A treaty was made between Ramses
I I., the Pharaoh of the Oppression, and "the great·
king of the Hittites," and from this time forward the
name of the Hittite fades out of the annals' of Egypt.
The Hittite dress was as characteristic as the Hittite face. It was distinguished by the use of a boot
with upturned ends, such as is still worn by the
mountaineers of Asia Minor and Greece. · The boot
is in fact a snow-shoe, and betrays the northern ·
origin of its wearers, just as the use of a similar shoe
betrays the northern origin of the modern Turk. As
we learn from the sculptures of the Ramesseum at
Thebes, the Hittites of Kadesh still clung to the
1
Thus the Egyptian general Aziru or Ezer writes to Dudu,
the vizier of the Pharaoh : " 0 my lord, the king of the land
of the Hittites has marched into the country of Nukhasse (in
Northern Syria), but has not yet conquered the cities there." In
a later letter to his brother, he says : "The king of the Hittites
is staying in the country of N ukhasse, and I am afraid of him
and have defended myself.. · He ascends to l'hcenicia, and if the
city of Tunip falls he will be (close at hand)." This was about

1380 B.C.
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native boot even in the hot valleys ·of Syria, "Yhere it
was eminently unsuitable. An ancestral dress s~ems
even more difficult to discard than an ancestral
language.
The monuments of Egypt know only of Hittites
in Syria, the records of the Assyrian monarchs know
of them only in the neighbourhood of Carchemish,
the cuneiform inscriptions of the kings of Ararat
know of them only in the Taurus. Their own monuments are scattered over Asia Minor and Syria as
far south. as Hamath. In the Bible also w~ have
references tci these ·northern . Hittites. It was for
them that the merchants of Solomon exported horses
and chariots from Egypt (r Kings x. 29), and it was
they whom the Syrian besiegers of Samaria believed
to have been "hired'' by the Israelitish king (2
Kings vii. G). From the Vatican manuscript of the
Septuagint, again, we gather that the true reading
of the mysterious "land of Tahtim-Hodshi," in 2
Samuel xxiv. 6, is "the Hittites of Kadesh," from
vvhich we may conclude that Kadesh was still in
Hittite hands in the age of David.
But besides these northern Hittites, the Bible also
knows of another tribe of Hittites, in the extreme
south cif Palestine, at the ancient sanctuary of Hebron.
We hear of them in Genesis, as well as in other parts
of the Pentateuch. Hebron is described in one passage as Amorite, in another passage as Hittite, though
the Amorites and Hittites arc carefully 9istinguished
from one another wherever they are mentioned
together.
The "higher criticism " has thrown doubt on the
historical character of the Hittites of Hebron. But
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the existence of Hittites in Southern Palestine is
certified by Ezekiel (xvi. 3), who assigns to J erusalem a Hittite and an Amorite parentage. Moreover, what Mr. Tomkins has called the "dovetailing"
of the: Hittites and the Amorites in the south, is
exactly analogous to their "dovetailing'' in the north.
If Hebron and Jerusalem were Amorite as well as
Hittite, so too was Kadesh on the Orontes.
Furthermore, the Egyptian monuments afford- a
curious piece of testimony on behalf of the Biblical
statements. Among the prisoners of Ramses II.
represented on the walls of Karnak ai·e natives of
Ashkelon, whose features and mode of wearing the
hair are Hittite. The contrast between their typ~
and that of the inhabitants of other Philistine cities
is very striking; they have, in fact, nothing in common. Here then we have contemporaneous evidence
of a very unmistakable character to the existence of
the Hittite race in Southern Palestine. How they
came to be there is another question; which we have
at present no means of deciding. It is sufficient to
know that the accuracy of the Biblical narrative has
been fully vindicated by archceological research.1
We must now return to the list of the descendants
of Canaan. The Girgasite whose name follows that
· 1 See my "Races of the Old Testament," pp. 127, 132, where
an illustration is given of the monument in question. The later
Assyrian custom of extending the name "Hittite" to the whole
of Syria and Palestine has of course no bearing on the question.
Shalmaneser II. (B.C. 851) on the Black Obelisk (line 61) even
includes the kings of Israel, Arabia and Ammon among "the
kings of the country of the Hittites." This incorrect extension
of the name may, however, have influenced the use of it in the
tenth chapter of Genesis.
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of the Amorite has not yet been identified with certainty. But it is possible that Chabas was right in
seeing in the Girgasite of Scripture the Qarqish of the
Egyptian monuments. In the famous poem of Pentaur, a sort of- Homeric poem on the valiant deeds
of Ramses I I., "the country of Qarqish" is twice
mentioned, once immediately before the name , of
Carchemish, and once after that of Iliuna or Ilion.
The initial syllable in the name is written like that
in the name of Carchemish, which is spelt " Qar" in
Egyptian, "Gar" in· Assyrian, and "Car" in Hebrew,
and it is worth noting that the Assyrian inscriptions
know of another local name in the same part of the
world which also commenc:es with the same syllable,
the district in which Damascus stood being called by
them "Gar-Emerisu."
The Hivite was the "villager," the fellah of modem
Egypt, who cultivated the soil, and was distinguished
from the inhabitant of the town. The name was
specially ~pp lied to the countl'y population of Northern
Palestine; the "Hivite" oLGenesis xxxvi. 2, whose
grand-daughter was married by Esau, should be cor~
rected into "Horite," as we learn from the succeeding
verses of the chapter.
The generic narh.e "Hivite" is followed by· five
geographical ones. Arka, Sin, An'ad and Zemar
were cities of Northern Phcenicia, all of which except
Arvad stood a little inland, while Hamath lay to the
north of Kadesh, on the river Orontes. Sin is referred
to by Tiglath-pileser III.; Arka, Arvad and Zemar
are mentioned repeatedly in the tablets of Tel elAmarna. Zemar was at that .time an important
fortress of the Egyptian Pharaoh, and it is said to
L
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be in a "strong" position like the nest of a bird.
Arvad was joining the enemies of Egypt with its
ships, and Arka is stated in one despatch to have
been already captured by the foe. vVe hear of all
three cities in the later Assyrian inscriptions, and
Zemar was still sufficiently important to be laid under
tribute as a separate state. In classical times the three
cities were known as Arke, Arados and Simyra ; they
are now represented by Tell 'Arka, Ru~d and Surrira.
The catalogue of Phcenician cities is remarkable.
Of those of Southern Phcenicia Sidon alone is named.
No notice is taken even of Tyre, whose wealth is
already celebrated in the Tel el-Amarna tablets, or
of the holy city of Gebal. On the other hand, tbe
Northern Phcenician cities are carefully <:;numerated,
including the obscure and unimportant Sin. It is
difficult to resist the conviction that the larger part
Of the list of the sons of Canaan has been derived
from a northern source.
She~ is the representative of the central zone of
the known world. His children were the Elamites,
who belonged to a round-headed and prognathous
race and spoke an agglutinative language; the Semitic
Assyrians and Aramce~ms ; Arphaxad, whose name
contains that of Chesed or the Babylonians ; and the
enigmatical Lud. What Lud can be it is difficult to
say ; all that is certain is that the reading is corrupt.
I have elsewhere suggested that it was originally
Nod, that land of the "nomads " on the east of Babylonia, where the Manda of the cuneiform inscriptions
had their home. The Aramcean territory was a wide
one. It extended northwards to Mesopotam-ia and
Syria, where Arama:;an ttibes occupied the two· banks
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of the Euphrates, and southwards to the shores of the
Persian Gulf. Wandering Aram<ean tribes like the
Pekod (Jer. I. 21) encamped in the Babylonian plain,
the Semites of Syria whose cities were taken by the
Hittites were of Aram<ean origin, and in the southwest the Nabath<eans who established themselves at
Petra also belonged to the Aram<ean stock. Among
the four sons of Aram whose names are given in the
tenth chapter of Genesis, the situation of Mash has
been fixed by the cuneiform texts. The name recurs
under the for.m of Mesha in the thirtieth verse of the
chapter, and denoted the southern part of the desert
which lay between Syria and the Euphrates.
Another list of the Aram<ean tribes is found in
Gen. xxii. 2 r, 22, where it is rather the northern
tribes than the southern ones who are enumerated ..
First among them come Khazo and Buz, the Khazu
and Bazu of the Assyrian inscriptions, who lived
to the south cf the Hauran ; Bazu being described
by Esar-haddon as "a distant country," "a desertland," "a place of thirst," and Khazu as a mountainous region. Chesed in the second list takes the place
bf Arphaxad (Arpha~Chesed); while Uz, written Huz
in the Authorised Version, is called the first-born of
Nahor. Aram himself, instead of being the father of
Uz, becomes his nephew.1
1 The four trioes who traced their descent to the concubine
of N ahor (Gen. xxii. 24) represented the tribes of mixed Aramaic
and Canaariite or Amorite origin on\ the northern frontier of
Palestine. The situation' of Maachah has long been known,
and Thahash is the Takhis of the Egyptian texts, in which the
city of Kadesh on the Orontes was situated. It was in this
district that the cairn of Gilead stood, the dividing line between
the dialects of Aram and Canaan (Gen. xxxi. 47).

THE HIGHER ClUTTCis'M.

With the descendants of Shem the geographical
table of the tenth chapter of Genesis comes to an end.
The three zones of the world, so far as it was· known,
have been marked off one from another, and their
leading nations and cities have been described. This
threefold division of the world seems to have been
due neither to Egyptian nor to Babylonian influeqce.
The Egyptians divided mankind into four races and
the world into four regions,. while its population was
separated into nine chief nations. In Babylonia from
the earliest times the world was similarly divided into
four regions, the centre of which was occupied by
Babylonia itself. In the threefold division of Genesis,
therefore, we should probably see a geographkal
conception of native origin.
The harmony of this conception, as has been said,
is marred by the introduction of an episode which
once more refers us to Babylonia. The mention of
the African and South Arabian Cush has served as
an occasion for the mention of the Babylonian hero
Nimrod. But Nimrod stands on a wholly different
footing from the names with which he is associated.
They are geographical expressions; he is a living man.
Nor was the Cush of whom he is called the son the
same as the Cush who was the son of Ham. Like the
Cush of another passage relating to Babylonia (Gen.
ii. 1 3), the Cush from whom Nimrod sprang were the
Kassite conquerors of Chaldcea.
'
It has already been: noticed that the Kassites ga~e
a dynasty to Babylonia which lasted for 576 years
(B.C. 18o6-I230). The fact that the rulers of the
country were Kassites by race, and- that their army
largely consisted of Kassite troops, causecl the neigh-
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bouring populations to identify the Babylonians with
their conquerors and lords. Hence it is that in the
tablets of Tel el-Amarna, the Canaanite writers invariably term the Babylonians the "Kasi." The
" Kasi " or Cush, we are told, had overrun Palestine ip
former years and were again threatening the Egyptian
province. In calling Nimrod, therefore, a son of Cush
the Book ~of Genesis merely means that he was a
Babylonian.
But the• designation takes us back to the age of the
Tel el-Amarna tablets. It was not a designation
which could have belonged to that later age when the
Babylonians were known to the Israelites as the
"Kasdim" only. Indeed there is a passage in the
Book of Micah (v. 6) which proves plainly that in that
later age "the land of Nimrod" was synonymous not
with Babylonia but with Assyria. The Nimrod of
Genesis must have come down to us from the time
when the Kassite dynasty still reigned over Babylonia.
This conclusion is borne out by what is said about
hii:n. The proverb quoted in regard to him is
Canaanite and not Babylonian. Yahveh was not
worshipped in Babylonia, nor was the expression
"before Yahveh" to be found in the Babylonian
language. It must have been a proverb which originated in Canaan when the Kassite was still known
there, and when Babylonian influence was still strong
in the West. We are referred to the days when Babylonian books were imported and studied in Palestine,
and when the history of Babylonia was as well known
as the history of Palestine itself.
We are told that "the beginning" of Nimrod's
kingdom were Babylon, Erech and Accad in Northern
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Babylonia, and Calneh, the Kulunu of the cuneiform
texts, in Shinar. Shinar is the Sumer of the native
inscriptions, that is to say Southern Babylonia, which
remained in the possession of its original non-Semi tic
population longer than the cities of the north. vVe
are thus referred to the earlier days of the Kassite
dynasty in Babylonia, when their power was already
consolidated in the northern half of the country, but
was not as yet fully established in the south.
Nimrod was not satisfied with his Babylonian
dominions. "Out of that land he went forth into
Assyria, and builded Nineveh, and Rehoboth 'Ir (the
city boulevards), and Calah and Resen." That such is
the correct translation of the Hebrew text, and not
the rendering of the Authorised Version, is shown not
only by the passage in Micah which idehtifies "the
land of Nimrod" with Assyria, but also by the fact that
Asshur was a deity who derived his name from the
ancient metropolis of the country. The city of Asshur
was of Accado-Sumcrian foundation, and if we are to
believe the cuneiform tablets, the etymology of its .
r.amc was to be found in two Sumerian words which
meant "water" and "bank." However this may
have been, the city and its god came to bear the
same name, and the "high-priest" of the god became
the ruler of the city. Scribes who were learned in all
the wisdom of the Babylonians soon found a Babylonian origin for the deity who watched over their
state. They identified him with the ancient Accadian
An Sar, or" god of the hosts" of the Upper Firmament, who was remembered in Babylonia only as a
cosmological divinity, and whose name appears in
Greek under the form of Assoros.
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The city of Asshur had been long in existence when
Nimrod led his Kassite followers to it, and so made
its "high-priests" tributary to Babylon. It stood on
the hig~-road to the west; and it is not surprising,
therefore, that the Kassite kings, after making them-selves masters of the future kingdom of Assyria, should
have continued their victorious career as far as the
shores of the Mediterranean. We may conjecture
that Nimrod was the first of them who planted his
power so firmly in Palestine as to be remembered in
the proverbial lore of the country, and to have introduced that Babylonian culture of which the Tel
el-Amarna tablets have given us such abundant
cvidence.1
Ninua or Nineveh, with its Rehoboth or suburbs, is
now represented by the mounds of Kouyunjik and
Nebi Yunus opposite Mosul. Calah lay a little
further south at the junction of the Tigris and the
Upper Zab, \trl}.ere the rubbisl;l-hcaps of Nimrud
conceal the ruins of its palace. Midway between the
1 It is possible that the story of Nimrod is referred to in the
fragment of a legend which has been rescued from the old library
of Nineveh (K 4541). Here we read: "In the [centre?] of
Babylon he regards the construction of this palace. This prince
beholds misfortune, his heart is sick. Until the foundation of
his kingdom battle and conflict were not hindered. In that age
brother devoured his brother ; people sold their children for
silver; all countries were in distress-; the freeman deserted the
handmaid and the handmaid deserted the freeman ; the mother
bolted the door against the daughter ; the possessions of
Babylon entered into Aram N aharaim and Assyria. The King
of Babylon, in order to be Prince of Assyria, caused himself, his
palace (and) his possessions to [enter] into [Assyri]a." The
resemblance between these lines and what we are told in Genesis
about Nimrod is striking.
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two cities stood Resen, ·the Assyrii:tn Res-en1, · or
"Head of the spring·." Nineveh was made the capital
of Assyria in the ninth century before our era, but ft
already had long been in existence. So probably also
had ·Calah, though Assur-natsir-pal assures us that
it was built by Shalmancser I. (B.C. 1300). But the
building meant by Assur-natsir-pal was doubtless the
building which allowed it for the first time to take
rank as the capital of the country, and dispossess the
older capital Asshur. For a time Calah lay waste
and deserted, but was restored by Assur-natsir-pal
(B.C. 883-858). ,
We are now in a position to consider the results to
which our archxological commentary on the tenth
chapter of Genesis would lead tis. The episode r~
lating to Nimrod forms part of what we ~ay call the
Baby Ionian element in the Book of Genesis, and must
be left until we have the whole of that element before
us. For the present it is enough to notice that the
episode is foreign to the original plan of the tenth
chapter, and that its insertion can be justified only on
the ground of the geographical information which it
gives about Babylonia and Assyria. But even so, the
geographical information is given in the wrong place,
since Babylonia and Assyria belonged to the central
and not to the southern zone. As for the subjectmatter of the episode, it is in full accordance with the
discoveries of archxological research and may easily
have been derived from documents older than the
age of Moses.
The case is otherwise as regards the main part of
the chapter. Here we are referred unmistakably to
t:1e period when the Kimmerians first appeared on th~
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geographical horizon of the civilised. nations of Western Asia. It was the period, moreover, when Gyges
the Lydian flourished, and when Lydians served as
mercenaries in the army of Egypt. It is in short the
period to which Ezekiel belonged, in whose prophecies
v\'e again meet with the names of the descendants of
J aphet which are ~numerated in the tenth chq.pter of
Genesis. The geographical chart of the Pentateuch
thus presents us with a picture ofthe Jewish world as
it existed in the seventh century B.C.
The eleventh chapter takes us back once more to
Babylonia. Except, perhaps, for the Jewish exiles in
Babylonia, the account of the building of the city and
tower of Babylon can have had a primary interest for
none buta Babylonian. But it hangs together with
the other references to Babylonian tradition and
history of which the earlier chapters of Genesis are
full, with the account of the Garden of Eden, of the
Flood, of Nimrod, and of the campaign of Chedorlaomer. Like them it is directly dependent on the
cuneiform records of the Chaldcean scribes.
The Babylonian version of the story of the Tower
of Babe! has not yet been discovered. But we know
that it must have once existed. Mr. George Smith
found the fragments of a tablet in which references
are made to it. Here we read of "the holy mound,''
how "small and ·great mingled" it (yuballu) in
'' Babylon," and how the god "in anger destroyed the
secret design" of the builde1"s, and "made strange
their counsel." This "holy mound" gave its name
to one of the Sumerian months, the seventh of the
Babylonian year, the first of the Jewish civil year,
corresponding with our September and October, It
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was the site of the great temple of Bel-Merodach, the
god of Babylon, which continued to be called by its
primitive Sumerian name of E~Saggil "the House of
the lofty head" down to the last days of the existence of Babylon. It is probable that the mounds
now called Babil by the Arabs mark where it stood.
A copy in miniature of this "holy mound" was
placed in the inner shrine of the temple of E-Saggil,
where it formed the "mercy-seat" on which Bel descended frorri heaven and sat each year at the festival
of the New Year, delivering prophecies of the future
to his priests. The " Du-azagga ki-namtartarene" as
it was termed in Sumerian was rendered parak simati
or "the seat of the oracles" in Semitic Babylonian.
N ebuchadrezzar refers to it as the " Du-azagga kinamtartarene of Ubsuginna, the seat of the ·oracles,
whereon at the festival of Zagmuku, the beginning of
the year, on the eighth and eleventh days, the king
of the gods of heaven and earth, Bel, the god, seats
himself, while the gods of heaven and earth reverently
regard him, standing before him with bowed heads."
Every Babylonian temple was provided with a ziggurat or" tower," on the summit of which, as on the
"high-places" of Palestine, the worshipper seemed
to approach heaven more nearly than he could on
the plain below. The name by which the temple
of Bel-Merodach was known from the earliest times
indicates that its summit was more than usually
exalted. The tower to which it belonged was indeed
one "whose top " might be said to " reach unto
heaven." It rose high above the city, and marked
from afar the site of Babylon.
Th2 name of Babylon is written in Semitic Baby-
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Ionian, Bab-ili "the Gate o( the god." ,It was a
literal translation of the old Surrierian Ka-Dingirra,
and in" the god " whose " gate" it was we must doubtless see Bel-Merodach himself. Here in his temple of
:E:Saggil was" the Gate of heaven," where he revealed
himself to his worshippers. Jn the words of Nebuchadrezzar it was the place wherein at each new
year's feast he enthroned himself and uttered his
oracles. When we read in Genesis that the Lord said
" Go to, let us go down," we are irresistibly reminded
of the primitive meaning of the name of Babylon.
The colouring of the narrative in Genesis is Babylonian throughout. It was in the east, on the
mountain of Nizir, that the ship of the Babylonian
N oah had rested, and " the mountain of the East,"
" the mountain of the world," continued to be a
central figure of Babylonian mythology. From the
east, therefore, the survivors of the deluge must have
made their way to the " plain in the land of Shinar."
The land was pre-eminently one of bricks and bitumen.
Stone there was none, and the buildings of Babylonia,
public and private alike, had to be constructed of
brick. But the brick was usually baked in the sun,
not burnt in the kiln. It was only when the brick
wall had been. built, that brushwood was sometimes
heaped up against it, and its surface consolidated by
means of fire.
The dream of thG builders of Babel was a dream
which m'ust have been indulged in more than once by
the inhabitants of Babylonia. As Mr. Pinches has
pointed out, the tablets of Tel el-Amarna show that
in the century before the Exodus it was partially
realised in fact. All over the civilised world of
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Western Asia there was but one literary language,
and that was the language of Babylon. And at a
much earlier period we find Sargon of Accad aiming
at universal empire. It is said of him that after his
conquest of Syria "he appointed that all places
should form a single (kingdom)."
But the multiplicity of languages spoken in Babylonia itself was a standing witness against the,practical
realisation of the dream. Besides the old agglutinative
Sumeriati in which So much of the earlier litet;atun!
of the cou-ntry w.as composed, and the Semitic dialects
of the later occupants of Chald<ea, there were the unrelated languages of Kassites and Elamites which conquest or trade had introduced. As Berossos the Cha_ld<ean historian remarks, Babylon was a spot where
people of "various races" were gathered 'together.
Here, therefore, where the cultured classes had
dreamed of a universal language, and where in actual
fact almost as many languages were spoken as are
spoken in Constantinople to-day, it was natural that
belief should be strong in a prim<eval confusion of
tongues. It must have been at Babylon, the first
meeting-place of civilised men who belonged to
different races and spoke different languages, that the
single tongue used in the ark had divided into the
manifold languages of the world.
The Hebrew writer found supp,ort for this view irt
an etymology furnished by his own language. He
plays upon the name Q[Bab-ili "the Gate of the god,''
and connects it with the Hebrew balbel "to confound.''
But the root is not met with in Babylonian, and we
may therefore infer that the etymology is of Palestiniati
origin.
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It is important to notice that it wa.s the city and
not the tower which was left unfinished by the
scattered workmen. The assumption that it was the
tower has caused the latter to be! identified with the
Birs-i-Nimrud, the gigantic mass of ruined brickwork
which alone remains of the great temple of Nebo at
Borsipp~.
Borsippa was at the outset an independent
city, though its proximity to Babylon caused it to
become in time merely the suburb of its more imp.ortant neighbour. But it was never Babylon; up
to the last it continued to bear its own separate name.
The tower of its temple, consequently, could n.ever
have been termed the tower of Babel. The theory
which has identif1ed it with the latter has peen due to
an erron('!ous translation of an inscription of Nebuchadr.ezzar made in the infancy of cuneiform research.
All that the inscription states is that ''the tower of
Borsippa" had been built by "a former king," who
had raised it to a height of forty-two cubits but had
never "completed its top." The result was that rain
;wd storm washed away its bricks and destroyed the
tiles of its roof. Nebuchadrezzar accordingly undertook its restoration and made it a fitting habitation
for the priests of the god. In all this there is no
reference either to Babylon or to a confusion of
tongues. The theory which sees in the Birs-i-Nimrud
the tower whose summit was to "reach unto heaven"
really rests on conjectures made before the decipherment of the cuneiform characters, when the distinction
between Babylon and Borsippa was unknown, and
\vhen travellers' saw in the vitrified bricks of the
ruined' tower traces of the lightning which had
puni~hed the pride of its builders,.
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The genealogy which follows the story of the
confusion of tongues contains nothing which carries
us to Babylonia. It is not until we come to the end
of the chapter that we find ourselves once more on
the plain of Shinar. Haran, it is said, "died before
his father Terah in the land of his nativity, Ur of
the Chaldees." Afterwards" Terah took Abram his
son and Lot the son· of Haran," and they departed
from Ur of the Chaldees to Haran where Terah died.
U r, the U ru or "city" of the cuneiform texts,. is
now represented by the mounds of Mugheir on the
western bank of the Euphrates. The bricks of its
ancient temple of the Moon-god have given us the
names of kings who claimed rule over Chaldcea long
before Babylon became its capital. But in. calling it
a city of the Kasdim~the "Chaldees" of the English
version-the Biblical writer makes use of a· term
which was not employed in Babylonia itself. Kasdim
is a name of Palestinian origin, and its derivation is
obscure. It was the Hebrew name of the Babylonians ; among· the Babylonians themselves it was
unknown. 1 Its English rendering is misleading: the
Chaldees or Chalda-ans of Greek and Latin literature
took their name from the Kalda, a tribe of whom we
first hear in the. twelfth century B.C., when they lived
1 There was a city called Kasda, but the position of it is'
uncertain. The word Kasidzt means "conqueror" in Assyrian,
and may be the origin of the Biblical Kasdim. But since we .
learn from the tablets of Tel el-Amarna that the Babylonians
were known as Kassi or Kasi in the Canaan' of the fifteenth
century B. c., it seems more probable that the Biblical term is in
some way or other connected with the latter name; In W. A.
I. iii. 66, 31, mention is made of a goddess of the Sutu or
Bedawin-who is called" the Mother of the dty of Kasda."
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in the marshes to the south of Baby!onia. l.t was to
this tribe that Merodach-baladan belonged, and after
his seizure of Babylon, his fellow-tribesmen became
so important an element in the Babylonian population, as in time to give their name to it. Indeed it
seems probable that Nebuchadrezzar was a Kaldu or
Chald.:ean hy descent. 1 If so, the use of the word
by the writers of Greece and Rome would be fully
accounted for.
While Ur was a city of the Babyl;nians, Haran,
where Terah died, lay far away in the north, in
Mesopotamia. But it had been connected from a
remote epoch with Babylonia, and its ,temple was
dedicated to the Babylonian Moon-god like the
temple of U r. , Between U r and Haran there was
thus a natural connection, and a native of Ur would
have found himself more at home in Haran than in
any other city of the world. Moreover Haran was
one of the most important of the stations which lay
upon the high-road from Babylonia to the West. The
11ame Haran, in fact, signified "road" in the langua~e
of Babylonia, and was a word which had descended
to the Semitic settlers from Sumerian tiines.
The name of Abram-Abu-ramu "the ex:1.lted
father ".:-is found ·in early Babylonian contracts.
Milcah, again, is the Babylonian Milcat or " Queen."
It may be that in the curious addition" and the father
of Iscah" we have a marginal gloss which indicates
acquaintance on the part of the writer with the
cuneiform literature. Jscah is not only not mentioned
1 See Winckler : " U ntersuchungen zur altorientalischen
Geschichte" (1889), pp. 47 sqq./ Delattre: "Les Chaldeens
jusqu' a la Formation de l'Empire de Nabuchodonoser" (1889).
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again, the name is without an etymology. But in the
cuneiform syllabary it so happens that the same
character may be _read indifferently mi! and is, and
that only quite recenqy the first decipherers of the
Tel el-Amarna tablets read is-ku instead of mi!-ku
"king" in a proper name. What has occurred in the
nineteenth century may easily have occurred before,
and it is therefore quite possible that Iscah owes her
e:Xistence to an error in -reading a cuneiform character.
If so, we shali have in her name direct evidence of
the use of cuneiform books on the part of a Biblical
writer.
In the fourteenth chapter of Genesis we meet with
further evidence of the same kind. Mention is there
made (v. 5) of "the Zuzim in Ham." Now· in
Deuteronomy (ii. 20) these same people. are called
Zamzutnmim, and the country in which they are said
to have lived is not Ham but Ammon. Ammon is a
lengthened form of the name of the god Am or
Ammi, and accordingly in Gen. xix. 38 it is stated
that Ben-Ammi "the son of Ammi" w:as the ancestor
of the Ammonites. In Hebrew the word Ham and
Am or Ammi would be written with different letters ;
but· this would not be the case in the cuneiform
system of writing, where they would both be expressed by the same character. The transcriber
consequently could make his choice between representing the name either by Ham or by Am. The
difference between the forms· Zuzim ,and ZamzumII1im admits of the same explanation; In the
cuneiform syllabary the sounds which are denoted in
the Hebrew alphabet by, the letters m and w or u
were represented by the same characters. Some
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Assyriologists accordingly write m in transcribing
the text where other Assyriologists would write w,
and an ancient Hebrew writer who did not know the
true pronunciation of the word would be similarly
puzzled as to whether he should write Z-m-z-m or
Z~w-z-zv.

Here then we have an adequate explanation of the
incorrect forms Zuzim and Ham which we find in
Genesis. They have been transcribed from a cuneiform document, and are therefore different from those.
which a native of Palestine would have used. In
Deuteronomy we find the names as they were
· actually pronounced, in Genesis the names as they
appeared to read on some Babylonian tablet.
The conclusion is important, firstly because it shows
that we have in this fourteenth chapter of Genesis
the copy of a cuneiform text, and secondly because
the text in question must have been Babylonian,
These inferences receive astriking confirmation when
we examine the chapter in the light of archa!ological
research.
On the one hand the campaign of Chedor-laomer
and his allies has been proved to be historical. The
account of it no longer stands alone, like a single
page torn from sonie ancient book which has long
since perished. The "higher critic" can no longer
assert that Elamite or Babylonian invasions of the
distant West in the age of Abraham are incredible
and unsupported by authentic history. It is no
longer permissible for him to maintain that the whole
story is a reflection of the Syrian campaigns of a
Tiglath-Pileser or a Sennacherib, and that the names
of the Palestinian kings afford etymological evidence ·
1\1
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of the mythical character of the narrative. Oriental
archceology has vindicated its authenticity in a remarkable way, and disproved the ingenious scepticism
of a hasty criticism.
vVe have learned from the tablets of Tel el-Amarna
that Syria and Palestine must have come under the
direct influence of rabylonia long before the period
to which the Exodus of Israel can be referred. vVe
have further learned from them that Babylonian
armies had marched as far as the south of Palestine,
and that even in Jerusalem the victories of the
Kassite kings were known and dreaded. The statement of Manetho, the Egyptian historian, that the
Hyksos had fortified Jerusalem against the attacks
of the Assyrians, has been fully verified, mocked at
though it has been by an over-wise criticism. The
Babylonians, or the Assyrians as they were termed
in the clays of Manetho, had already established
their power by the shores of the Mediterranean
when the Hyksos princes were driven from the valley
of the Nile.
Allusions to these early conquests of the Babylonians in the West have been discovered in Babylonia
itself. As long ago as B.C. 3800 Sargon of Accad,
the founder of the first Semitic empire, as well as of one
of the most famous libraries of Chaldcea, had carried
his arms to the coast of the Mediterranean. Four
times did he march into the "land of the Amorites,"
and en the fourth occasion he caused an image of
himself to be engraved upon the rocky cliff of the
sea-shore. Even Cyprus seems to have submitted to
his dominion, and it is declared that "over [the
countries] of the sea of the setting sun he crossed,
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and . during three years his ·hand was conquering
[all countries] at the setting ~un." N a ram-Sin, his
son and successor, continued the victorious career of
his father. He made his way il)to Magan, that is to
say Midian and the Sinaitic peninsula, from which
bronze had been exported into Babylonia from time
immemorial, as well as the hard diorite stone, out
of which the sitting figures of Tello, now in the
. Louvre, were carved before the days of Naram-Sin
himself. The road pursued by Naram-Sin in his
march from Syria to Magan must have been that
which was taken by Chedor-laomer, according to
Genesis. Chedor-laomer and his allies, indeed, followed it. only half-way,. having turned westward from
it to the sanctuary of Kadesh-Barnea, now 'Ain
Qadis. It was a road which was closed to the
invader in la~er times by the increasing power of
Edom, but it was a road with which we now know the
Babylonians to have been acquainted centuries before
Abraham was born.
To Mr. Pinches we owe the discovery of a tablet,
on which a later king of Babylonia, who reigned
when Babylon had become the capital of the realm,
claims sovereignty over Syria. 1 Ammi-satana (B.C.
2241-,22 r6) calls . himself "the King of the land
of the Amorites," the general nam.e under which
Syria and Palestine are included in the cuneiform
inscriptions. 2 We are reminded of the fact that
1

See" The Records of the Past," New Series, v. 102-105.
Written Martu in Sumerian, Aimirru in Semitic Babylonian.
Amurru was formerly erroneously read Akharru, and explained
as" the hinder-land." It is only quite recently that the true
re§lding of the name has been discovered, though it was suspected long ago by N orris.
2
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among the tribes "smitten '' by Chedor-laomer were
the Amorites of Hazezon-tamar.
But Ammi-satana was not the only Babylonian
prince of the age of Abraham who ruled in Canaan
as well as in Chaldxa. On the bricks of the
Babylonian prince Eri-Aku, "the servant of the
Moon-god," we read that his father, .Kudur-Mabug,
was " the father of the land of the Amorites.''
Kudur-Mabug was an Elamite, and his name signified
in the language of Elam "the minister of the god
Mabug." It is a name of precisely the same form as
that of Chedor-laomer, which would have been written
in Elamite Kudur-Lagamar, "the minister of the god
Lagamar." Lagamar, it may ·be mentioned, was one
of the chief deities in the Elamite pantheon.
·
Neither Kudur-Lagamar nor his father Simti~
silkhak are said by Eri-Aku to have been
Babylonian kings. But the fact that Eri-Aku
was one him5elf, and that he bore a Sumerian and
not an Elamite name, makes it pretty plain that
Elainite domination was firmly established in Babylonia. Eri-Aku ruled at Larsa, now Senkereh, where
there was an ancient and famous temple of the
Sun-god.
But Babylonia was not as yet a urrited kingdom.
While Larsa was the capital of one part of the
country, Babylon was the capital of another, and
it is possible that a third prince was reigning in
the south, in the land of Sumer. Before the death
of Eri-Aku, however; a great change took place.
Khammurabi, ·the King of Babylon, succeeded in
ridding himself of his rivals and making of Babylonia
a single monarchy. Eri-Aku was overthrown in

'

THE BABYLONIAN ELEMENT IN PENESIS.

165

spite of Elamite assistance, and the supremacy of
Elam was shaken off. From this time forward
Babylon remained the centre of the kingdom,
which was never again divided into separate
states.
According to the native chronologists Khammurabi
would have reigned from B.C. 2356 to B.C. 2301. . His
third successor was Ammi-satana, who, as we have
seen, claimed dominion in Syria, so that the freedom
of Babylonia from the yoke of Elam can have made
but little difference in the West. If Kudur-Mabug
had been "the father of the land of the Amorites "whatever may be the exact meaning of the phrase~
Ammi-satana was its "king."
When we compare these revelations of the c;uneiform
monuments -with the . narrative in the fourteenth
chapter of Genesis the parallelism between them is
striking. · In both we find Babylonia divided into
more than one kingdom ; in both it is under the
suzerainty of Elam ; in both its princes claim
dominion in the distant West. But the parallelism
extends even further than this. The King of Elam
bears a name so analogous to that of the father of
Eri-Aku as to suggest that they belonged to the
same family, while Eri-Aku of Larsa irresistibly
reminds us of Arioch of Ellasar. In the spelling
of Ellasar we may see merely a confusion between
the name of Larsa and the Babylonian a!-sarrz: or
"city of the king."
If Eri-Aku is really the Arioch of Genesis, the
date of the narrative in which he figures would be
fixed, and we should have to look upon his father
Kudur-Mabug as the brother, or some correspond-
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ingly near relation, of Chedor-laomer, the Elamite
sovereign. But it is not easy to find a Babylonian
equivalent for the name of Amraphel, nor to determine exactly the position of the Shinar ovet which
he ruled. Shinar ought properly to correspond to
the Sumer, or Southern Babylonia, of the native texts.
In most of the passages of the Old Testament, how~
ever, in which it is mentioned, it is used of the whole
of Chaldcea, more especially of that part of it in
which Babylon was situated. In the account of the
Tower of Babe! we are told, for instance, that
BabyIon was bui.lt in "a plain in the land of
Shinar."
In the history of Chedor-laomer's campaign, it
would seem that the name of Shinar is employed
in a similar sense. We know that Babylon was the
head of an independent state in the days when Larsa
was the capital of another principality, and it is not
probable that its king ~ould .have been omitted in
the roll-call of Babylonian princes. If, then, we are
to identify Arioch with Eri-Aku, we must identify
Amraphel either with Khammurabi or with his
predecessor, Sin-muballidh. But it is difficult to
find a resemblance between the names, and the
attempts of Assyriologists to transmute Amraphel
into Khammurabi, or Khammurabi into Amraphel,
have not been very happy. The problem is one
which it must be left to the future to solve. 1
1

It may serve to this end to notice, that according to a
cuneiform tablet the first syllable of the name of Khammurabi
was also pronounced Am. On the other hand, the final
syllable of Amraphel's name appears to be corrupt : it will not
suit any known Babyloni~n name.
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Tidal" king of Goyim" is given in the Septuagint,
doubtless more correctly, as Thorgal. In the
mysterious "Goyim" we cannot see the Hebrew
word "nations," as' the Authorised Version believes,
since this would require the article. It must be
intended for the name of a country, and Sir Henry
Rawlinson is probably right in suggestin.~ that it
represents the Gutium of the cuneiform inscriptions.
Gutium was the name given in Babylortia in early
times to the country east of the Tigris but north
of Elam, in a part of which the kingdom of Assyria
afterwards arose. The astrological tablets which
belonged to a work compiled for the library of
Sargon of Accad are full of references to "the king
of Gutium," and it is by no means beyond the !'ange
of probability that an Elamite monarch who had
made Babylonia subject to him should have imposed
his authority upon Gutium as welf.l
, However this may be, the points in wh:ch the
narrative in Genesis have been verified and illustrated
by Assyrhlosical research arc more than sufficient to
prove its historical character, awl to indicate that it
has been derived from a Babyloni::tn source. The
introduction to it goes further to show that this
source was before the very eyes of the Biblical writer,
and that his knowledge of it was not at second-hand.
Chedor-laomer was the suzerain lord of the princes
who . followed his standard, and it was he who
1 The British Museum possesses an inscription of Lasirab (?)
"king of Guti," or Gutium, which has been published by Dr.
Winckler (" Zeitschrift flir Assyriologie," iv. 4), and which
Prof. Hilprecht, for palceographical reasons, would assign to the
age of Sargon of Accad, B. c. 38oo ("The Babylonian Expedition of the University of Pennsylvania," i. pp. 12, 13).
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conducted the campaign to the West. It \vas
Chedor-laomer, and not his allies, \vhoni the
Canaanite kings "served" for twelve years.
Nevertheless, at the outset of the narrative it is
not Chedor-laomer, but the King of Shinar, who
is first named. It was "in the days of Amraphel,"
not in the days of Chedor-laomer, that the· events
recorded took place. The original · chronicler of
them, therefore, must have been a native of Shinar,
and if Shinar here means that portion of Babylonia
of which Babylon was the capital, we should expect
his work to have been written for the library of
Babylon. Perhaps a copy of it may still be buried
under the ground, awaiting the day when the
excavator shall discover it.
.
We may now accept with confidence the! geographical details which the narrative of Chedor-laomer's
campaign brings before us. We have in them a
picture of Southern Canaan older than the oldest
which the monuments of Egypt have bequeathed to
us. The earlier populations are still in the land.
The kinsfolk of the Israelites-the Ammonites, the
Moabites, and the Edomites-have not as yet supplanted them. The Zamzummim still occupy the
future land of Amman, the Emim are where the twin
capitals of Moab afterwards arose, and the Horites are
undisputed masters of Mount Seir. But Kadesh is
already a meeting-place of the tribes, though its name
is not as yet Kadesh, "the Sanctuary," but En-Mishpat, "the spring of judgment" ; the shrine that was
to stand beside the spring is not as yet built. The
Amorites, too, have already established themselves
on the shores of the Dead Sea, in the midst of the
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Amalekites, the Bedawin tribes then, as ever, haunting
the wilderness. The. Canaanite cities in the vale of
Siddim have ryot as yet been destroy'ed, ~nd the
Rephaim on the eastetn side of the Jordan are ,in
possession of Ashtoreth Karnaim. 1 Traces ofthem arc
to be met with, as Mr. Tomkins has pointed out,
in the list of conquered cities which the Egyptian
Pharaoh Thothmes III. engraved on the walls of
Karnak. Among the cities east of the Jordan we
there read side by side the names of Astartu, the
present Tell 'Ashtarah, and Anau-repa "On of the
Repha." 2 The destruction of the Rephaim was
reserved to the time of the Israelitish invasion.
The fourteenth chapter of Genesis is the last
portion of the Pentateuch which contains a distinctively Baqylonian element. It is the last narrative of which we can say that it was derived from
the cuneiform documents of Babylonia, either wholly
or in part. Here, therefore; it will be convenient
to pause a little, and see to what conclusions the
existence of these narratives would seem to point.
The first fact whichstrikes us in regard to them is,
that they are specially to be found in those portions
of Genesis which the popular critical theory assigns
to the J ehovist. It is true that the Elohist is also
Stcquainted, it would app~ar, with the Babylonian
accounts of the Crea.tion and the Flood, but with him
it is only the substan.ce of the narrative that is Baby1 This is the correct form of the name.
It indicates that the
Babylonian I star had already been transported to the West, and
had there become the Moon-god Ashtoreth Karnaim "Ashtoreth
of the two horns."
2 "Records of the Past," New Series, v. p. 45
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Ionian, the treatment and colouring of it are Palestinian. It is otherwise, however, when we turn to
the Jehovist. Between his words aad those of our
cuneiform texts we have found coincidences of thought
and expression which it is difficult to account for
except on the supposition that the texts were known
to hi ill. There are transcriptions, too, of names such
as Zuzim and Ham, which imply a cuneiform original.
In some instances; moreover, the narrative possesses
a more direct interest for the native of Babylonia
than for the Israelite. The latter was but little concerned to know the geography of the garden of Eden,
the history of the rise of Nimrod's kingdom, or the
dispersion of mankind which followed upon the building of Babylon. It was only during the Babyloni~tn
exile that we can copceive a Jew to have been specially
interested in such matters, and even then it is not
likely that a pious Jew would have troubled himself
about the legends and traditions of his enemies.
The narratives in question, however, contain internal
evidence that they have been derived from ~abylo
nian sources at. an earlier date than that of the Exile.
The statement that Calah'is "a great city" (Gen. x. I 2)
must .have been writt~n before the overthrow of
Assyria, and it is not easy to believe that a Jew who
lived In Babylonia, with tlie native etymology of the
name of Babylon staring· him in the face in every
public inscription he saw, could have thought of
deriving it from a Hebrew root.
We have further seen th:tt there is no question as to
. the antiquity of what we may call the Babylonian
narratives in Babylonia itself. The cuneiform documents embodying them went back to an age earl!er
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than that of Moses. We have also seen that it was
perfectly possible for these documents to have been
known in Cana.an before tl~e Exodus. Th~ tablets
of Tel el-Amarna bear wjtness to a widespread
acquaintance with Babylonian literature on the part
_of the cultured classes of Syria and Palestine.
It is observable that even where the Biblical writer
· has 'followed most closely the words of his Baby Ionian
original he has nevertheless given them a complexion
of his own. The polytheism of the Babylonian has
become a stern monotheism, the geography is that of
a native of Palestine rather than of a native of the
Babylonian plain, and the colouring of the narrative
is thoroughly Hebi·aic. Thougn the evidence of the
Babylonian authority remains, we have before us a
paraphra~e and not a translation.
'
It would seem, then, that arch<eology requires us to
come to conclusions which differ in many respects
from those which the "higher criticism " would have
us believe. Nimrod is no myth, but· a historical
personage, and the historical character of Chedorlaomer's canipaign has been amply vindicated. 'Ne
can once more turn with confidence to the geographical
and other details incorporated in the narratives. The
history of the past which criticism had relegated to a
limbo of doubt has been reconstructed by the discovery
and· study of the ancient monuments.
The literary -analysis which has given us a Jehovist
and an Elohist and a Priestly Code must be supplemented or replaced by an analysis of the Book of
Genesis into Babylonian, Canaanite, and other similar
elements. The author of the fourteenth chapter
must be the same as the author of the history of the
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Fall or of the rise of the power of Nimrod. The
accounts of the Creation and. the Flood, moreover,
have shown us that Babylonian documents underlie
alike the Elohistic and the Jehovistic narratives. It is
only in the treatment of them that the narratives differ
from one another.
Here then is the nett result of Assyriological tesearch as regards t\1e criticism of the Pentateuch.
While it has justified the belief that the Book of
Genesis is a'compilation, it has only partially justified
the current theory as to the nature of that compilation;
and has very decidedly negatived the scepticism which
refuses to its narratives the character of history. The
existence of myth or legend must not blind us also.
to the existence of authentic history.
.
The decipherment of the cuneiform inscriptions has
enabled us to assign a date to the composition of the
tenth chapter of Genesis, apart, that is to say, from
the episode of Nimrod. Does it enable us to fix
approximately the period at which ·the Babylonian
elements in the Book of Genesis acquired their present
shape? To this. question a negative must be returned.
All we can say is, that the period must be earlier than
the Babylonian exile. The interpolation of the history
of Nimrod in the middle of the tenth chapter does
not prove that it was written subsequently to the test
of the chapter. It only proves that it was inserted
where we now find it after the rest of the chapter had
been composed. Who can say whether this was the
work of the author of the chapter or of the final editor
of the Pentateuch ?
To the historian the precise date of the narratives
of Genesis irl their present form matters but little.
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So long as he is assuted that' they are d~rived from
ancient documents contemporaneous with the events
they record he is fully satisfied. What he wants
to know is, whether he can deal with a professedly
historical statement in the Book of Genesis as he
would deal with a statement in Gibbon or M.acaulay?
Let him be satisfied on this point and he asks no
more. The critic had resolved the narratives of
Genesis into a series of myths or idealistic fictions ;
the Assyriologist has rescued some at least of them
for the historian of the past. With this result let us
be content.

CHAPTER IV.
THE CANAANITISH AND

EGYPTIAN ELEMENTS IN

THE BOOK OF GENESIS.

Two or three years ago it would have seemed a
dream of the wildest enthusiasm to suggest that light
would be thrown by modern discovery on the history
of Melchizedek. Whatever lingering ,scruples the·
critic might have felt about rejecting the historical
character of the first half of the fourteenth chapter
of Genesis, he felt none at all as to the second half
of it. Melchizedek, "King of Salem " and "priest of
the most high God," appeared to be altogether a
creature of mytbology.
And yet among the surprises which the tablets of
Tel el-Amarna had in store for tis was the discovery
that after all Melchizedek might well have been a
historical personage. Among the correspondents of
the Egyptian Pharaoh is a certain Ebed-tob, the
vassal-king of Jerusalem.l Jerusalem was already an
1 The second element in the name must be read Dhabba, that
is Tab, not Khiba, as is supposed by some scholars, and by one
of the Tel el-Amarna scribes hirnself. The character which has
the phonetic value of K hi is used ideographically for the word
dhabba "good," and the fact is indicated by the addition to the
ideograph of the syllable ·ba. Moreover Khiba is not the name
of a deity.
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important city, with ;;~. territory which exte!ilded to
Carmel in the south and to Gath and Keilah in the
west. It was threatened at the time by the Khapiri or
"Confederates," confederated tribes, it may be, who
had their centre at Hebron, and the letters of t<:hedtob are largely occupied with appeals for help a,gainst
them.
Ebed-tob held a position which, as he tells us, was
unlike that of any other Egyptian governor in
Canaan. He had been appointed, or confirmed in
his post, not by the Pharaoh, but by the oracle and
power of "the great King," the god, that is to say,
· whose sanctuary stood on the summit of Moriah. It
was not from his "father or from his mother" that he
had inherited his dignity; he was king of Jerw~alem
because he was the priest of its god.1
In all this we have an explanation of the Janguage
used of Melchizedek. Melchizedek, too, was "without father, without mother," and like Ebed-tob he
was at once priest and king. It was in virtue of his
priesthood that Abram the Hebrew paid tithes to
him after the defeat of the foreign invader. Up to
the closing days of the Eighteenth Egyptian dynasty,
if n?t later, Jerus.alem was governed by a royal priest.
1

Thus in one of the letters to his "lord and king" the Pharaoh
of Egypt, he says : " Behold, neither my father nor my mother
have exalted me in this place; the prophecy (or perhaps' arm')
of the Mighty King has caused me to enter the house of my
father ; " and in ariother : " Behold, I am. not a governor, a
vassal (?) of the king of my lord. Behold I am an ally of the
king, and I have paid the tribute of the king, even I. Neither
my father nor my mother, but the oracle (or arm) of the Mighty
King, established [me] in the house of [my) father." The
" Mighty King" is distinguished from the King of Egypt.
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There is a reason, too, why Melchizedek should be
termed "King of Salem" rather than King of
Jerusalem. In the cuneiform inscriptions the name
of Jerusalem is written Uru-'salim, and a lexical tablet
explains uru as the equivalent of the Assyrian altt,
"city." 'Salim was the god of "peace," and we may
accordingly see in Jerusalem "the city of the god of
peace." The fact is plainly stated in one of the
letters of Ebed-tob, now preserved at Berlin, if
the reading of a somewhat obliterated cuneiform
character by Dr. Winckler and myself is correct. In
this case Ebed-tob would declare that:. the god whom
he worshipped .and whom he identified with the Babylonian Sun-god (U ras was called at Jerusalem '' th~
god 'Salim." However~ this may be, the etymology
of the name of Jerusalem shows that it wa~ a sacred
city from the beginning, and lets us understand why
the victorious Abram paid tithes to its priestly ruler
out of the spoils of war. He had driven the invader
from the soil of Syria, and had r~stored peace to the
land of Canaan. It was 'fitting, therefore, that he
should be blessed by the· priest of the god of Peace,
and should make the offerings that custom required.
It is difficult not to believe that Isaiah, who elsewhere
shows himself well acquainted with the older history
of his birth-place, is referring to the ancient name and
oracle of Jerusalem when he bestows upon the inheritor
of the throne of David the title of "the Prince of
Peace '' (I sa. ix. 6). The "King of Salem" of the
age of Abram was to revive .in after times in a truer
and more spiritual " Prince of Peace."
The words with which Abram was blessed deserve
a passing notice. The phrase, "Blessed be Abram of
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the most high God," is one which occurs elsewhere in
the Old Testament, but which we look for in vain
among the multitudinous Phcenician inscriptions now
known to us. It is found, however, in certain Aramaic
inscriptions of the fifth century before our era which
have been discovered in Egypt. In these we read,
for example, " Blessed be Abed-N ebo of Khnum,"
"Blessed be Augah of Isis." 1 The phrase was no
Hebrew invention, in spi_te of its absence from the
Phcenician momiments ; there were other Semitic
tribes besides the Israelites to whom it was familiar.
The vindication of the historical character of
Melchizedek has important bearings on the value we
must assign to those narratives of Genesis the local
colouring of which is Canaanite. The way, more~
over, in which his historical character has been vindica~ed is equally important for Biblical criticism. We
have found documents older than the Exodus which
prove not only that Jerusalem was a capital and
sacred city, and that the description of Melchizedek
is in strict accordance ;with facts, but also that there
were natives of Jerusalem long before the Israelitish
invasion who were able to read arid write and to
hand down a record of the events they had witnessed
upon imperishable clay. We have no reason to
suppose that these records perished, or that they
became a sealed book to the J ebusite inhabitants of
Jerusalem who continued, to reside there after its

a

1 One of these wa~ discovered by Dr. Flinders Petrie, the rest
by myself. They are engraved on the sandstone rocks on the
western bank of th.e Nile between Silsileh and Heshin, and are
in the immediate neighbourhood of a "Beth-el "-a boulder of
stone which possessed a sacred character, and to which accordingly pilgrimages were made.
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conquest by David. Does it not follow that the
history of Melchizedek and his reception of Abram
the Hebrew may have been derived from a cuneiform
record of the age to which it refers, and does not its
accordance with what we now know to have been
historical fact make it probable that such was the
case? At all events criticism has no longer any
serious argument to bring against the supposition ;
.on the contrary the arguments are all upon the
opposite side. It· is much more pr~bable that the
story of Melchizedek was derived from the old clay
records of Jerusalem than that it rnade its way into
the pages of Genesis through the distorting medium
of tradition. It is on the one hand too accurate in
details, and on the other hand too unlike the pict~re
a writer of the Jewish period would ha~e imagined,
to have had its source in popular tradition.
Melchizedek blessed "Abram the Hebrew" the confederate -of the Amorites at Hebron, and it was to
Abram that Ishmael was born. But before the birth
of Isaac, the ancestor of Israel, the name· of Ab ram
was tratrsformed into Abraham. At the same time
Sarai his wife became Sarah. The meaning of the
'change in the case· of Abram will not be known until
the etymology of Abraham has been satisfactorily
cleared up. The difference between Sarai and Sarah,
however, can be now explained. In Hebrew and
Phcenician Sarah corresponds with the Assyrian
sarrat "queen," the feminine of sar or sarru "a
king." But between Assyrian and the language of
'Canaan there was disagreement in the exact sense
_attached to these words. While sar in Assyrian
l'nea·ns the supreme king and maliku a subordinate
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kingling, the Canaanite or Hebrew sar and melek have
exactly converse senses. What makes the .fact the
more striking is .that the letters of Tel el-Amarna
which were written by Canaanites in the land of
Canaan, but in the Babylonian languag<(, nec~ssarily
use sarru in the Babylonian sense. We can only
suppose that the Babylonian domination caused the
term melek to be exclusively applied to the vassal
princes of Canaan, so that when the dominion of the
foreigner was at last removed the term still adhered
to them, while sar had to take the second place.
However this may be, the names Sarah and Milcah
have the same signification ; both alike are "queen,"
the degree of rank indicated by each being dependent on the employment of the Babylonian or the
Canaanite languages.
But while the name of Sarah presents no difficulty
to the etymologist, that of Sarai is less easy to
explain. It has long been assumed that it is a
dialectal variation of. the other ; the existence of a
Semitic dialect, however, in which the fe_minine suffix
was t~epresented by -i has never hitherto been proved.
But here again the tablets of Tel el-Amarna have
come to our assistance. We find in. them several
Canaanitish names like Labai "the lion," and Adai,
which terminate in the same sound as that of Sarai,
and though the latter is feminine and not masculine,
we may conclude that the termination was a Canaanitish peculiarity.
It was after the change of name, we are told, that
Abraham left the neighbourhood of Hebron and
"dwelled between Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned
in Gerar." Shur we already know; it was .the name
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given by the Semitic tribes to the line of forts which
ran from north to south pretty much along the line
of the modern Suez Canal, and defended E:;;ypt from
the Bedawin of Asia. The she of Kauesh was discovered by Mr. John Rowlands in 1844, and its
identity with the Kadesh-Barnea of Scripture has
been proved by Dr. Clay Trumbull in a work which
is a model of sound arch<l:!ological argument. 1 It lies
within a circle of mountains about midway between
El-Arl:sh and Mount Hor, arid consists of a fertile
oasis irrigated by a perennial spring of pure and
sparkling water. This is the spring which was known
as the En-Mishpat or " Spring of Judgment" in the
days when Chedor-laomer marched with his Ba4ylonian allies through the land of Edom ; ,it was here
that the chieftains of the desert delivered judgment
to their tribesmen, and it was from here, too, at a
later day, in "the mountain of the Amorites," that
the lawgiver of Israel sent the spies to the city of
Hebron. Above the spring Mr. Rowlands noticed a
chamber cut in the rock, whiFh may have been a
tomb of the Roman period, or an excavation of
prehistoric date. 2
The name of Kadesh or "sanctuary" indicates the
sacredness of the spot in Semitic eyes. The N abath<l:!an
inscriptions noticed by Dr. Trumbull on the rocks
of the pass by which he quitted the valley of the
'Ain Qadl:> 3 tell the same tale, like the multitudinous
1

"Kadesh--Barnea" (New York; 1 884).
This information was giv~n to me by Mr. Rowlands in
conversation ; Dr. Trumbull when he visited 'Ain Qadts does
not appear to have seen the chamber.
a "Kadesh•Barnea," p. 277.
2

CANAANITISH AND EGYPTIAN ELEMENTS.

181

inscriptions in the same handwriting which the pilgrims of the earlier centuries of our era have left on
the rocks of the Sinaitic peninsula. It was the one
spot in the des~rt which was a large and fruitful oasis,
and its spring of water was defended from hostile
attack by the ring of cliffs that surrounded it. We
learn from Deuteronomy that it was in the possession
of the Amorites.
The district in which Kadesh was, as it were,
hidden away, was known as the N egeb or "south
country." The name is also met with in the Egyptian
texts. Among the places captured by Shishak in his
campaign againsli Palestine are several which are
stated to have been in "the Negbu." One of them is
Yurahma, the.Jerahmcel of the Old Testament (r Chr.
ii. 2 5), the, N egeb of which was pillaged by David.
The Negeb, it would seem, also included Gerar. The
latter city, however,. did not lie between Kadesh
and Shur, but .to the south of Gaza and the Philistines, in whose territory, indeed, it is placed in a later
chapter of Genesis (xxvi.). Either, therefore, we
must suppose that the "sojourning" of Abraham
in Gerar is to be considered as subsequent to his
"dwelling" between Kadesh and Shur, or else the
name of Gerar has been substituted in the twentieth
chapter for that of some other place. A glance at
the map, however, will ,show that another place would
be hard to find in the arid desert which lay between
Kadesh and the border of Egypt. Beer-sheba, more~ver, was within the kingdom of Al;>imelech, whose
guest Abraham was, and Beer-sheba and Gerar were
not far apart.
The tree planted by Abraham b~side .the well of
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Beer-sheba is a familiar sight to travellers in the
East. From time to time they will come across such
trees in the desert standing by themselves in a little
depression of the soil where there is sufficient moisture
in the ground all the year through to keep their
roots alive. Such trees are invested with· a sacred
character, and a .small domed edifice within which is
the empty tomb of some Mohammedan sheikh is
generally to be found beside them. At times we
may see upon their branches the rags which Bedawin
pilgrims have hung there as offerings, nominally to
the " Sheikh " after whom the tomb is named, but
really to that spirit of the tree to whom worship was
paid before the days of Islam. Tree-worship, like
the worship of stones, is of immemorial 9-ntiquity in
Semitic lands; but it seems to have been necessary
that the tree like the stone should have stood solitary
and alone before it could be regarded as holy. The
tree which stood in the midst of the Babylonian
Garden of Eden, and under whose shadowy branches
was the shrine of Tammuz, may have been a reflection
of these sacred trees.
At Beer-sheba Abraham was in the· land of the
Philistines (Gen. xxi. 34). The fact, however, would
have been denied in the later days of Jewish history.
From the time of David onwards, the Philistines
were confined "to their five cities-Gaza, Ashkclon, .
Ashdod, Ekron and Gath-and the territory immediately adjoining them. It has often been maintained,
accordingly, that the name' of the Philistines is
used proleptically in the Book of Genesis to denote
a country which had not as yet been occupied by
them. The opiniotf is supported by the evidence
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of the Egyptian monuments, on which we meet with
the name of the Pulista or Philis.tim:s for the first
time in the reign of Ramses II I. of the Twentieth
dynasty. Under the Eighteenth dynasty the cities
which were afterwards those of the Philistines belonged to Egypt and were garrisoned by Egyptian
soldiers. Among the letters found at Tel el-Amarna
are some from the governor of Ashkelon, while others
make mention of Gath and Gaza. Whether these
cities recovered their freedom after the death of
Khu-n-Aten we do not know; in the time of Ramses
II. at all events they were again under Egyptian
rule. Papyri, moreover, exist which record the despatch of Egyptian messengers from Gaza in the
early part of the reign of his son and successor, the
Pharaoh of the Exodus. Fifty· years later, however,
when Ramses II I. was on the Egyptian throne, the
scene had changed. The south of Palestine had been
lost to Egypt, and the Philistines were banded against
the Pharaoh along with his other foes. They were
now in intimate alliance with the Zakkur, the old
enemies of the Egyptian people, who occupied the
eastern coast of Cyprus. In appearance and costume
they so closely resemble the latter as to suggest the
possibility of their belonging to the same race. The
Septuagint, as is well known, invariably terms them
the Allophyli or "foreigners" to Canaan, and the
Hebrew writers distinguish them from the rest of the
population by the title of the "uncircumcised."
· As we have seen, the Caphtor from which the
Philistines migrated must, according to Ebers, be
identified with the Phcenician colonies on the coast of
the Delta. At one tirn.e it seemed as if the whole of
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Palestine west of the J01·dan was destined to fall into
Philistine hands. The reign of Saul was spent in a
long struggle against them, and the first king of
Israel was slain in a Philistine victory. The conquest
of the Philistines by David was almost as arduous an
undertaking as the establishment of his empire which
was its consequence.
We have followed Abraham from the sanctuary of
Hebron to that of Kadesh, and from thence to the
sacred well of Beer-sheba. We have now to follow
him to another spot which among after generations
was to cause the other sanctuaries of the land to
hecome disused and forgotten. Abraham was ord~red
to go to one of the mountains in the land of Moriah
and there offer his son Isaac as a burnt-offering on·
the high-place. The sacrifice was only too fully in
harmony with the fierce ritual of Syria. The belief
in the efficacy of the sacrifice of t.he first-born was
deeply inrooted in the minds of the people of Canaan.
In times of distress and necessity they offered to the
god; their best and dearest, "the fruit of their body
for the sin of their. soul." 1 Phcenician mythology
related how when war and pestilence afflicted the
land Kronos offered up his son Yeoud as a sacrifice,
and human saq-ifices were prevalent late into historical
times. The Old Testament tells us that Ahaz "made
his son to pass through the fire,"· a euphemistic
expression for thosrc: offerings of the first-born which
made the valley of Tophet an abomination (Jer. vii.
31). When the Carthaginians were besieged by the
Sicilian general Agathokles, two hundred children were
s&crificed to the gods as a nati6hal expiation of sin, and
1
Mirah vi. 7·
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a Greek writer, Theophra:stos; asserts that Gelon the
Syracusan tyrant bound them by treaty to cease from
the barbarous practice~ It was a practice which had
been known to tpc Babylonians in early tim.es. A
Sumerian text has been preserved to us which says,, The offspring who raises the head among mankind,
the offspring for his life he gave ; the head of the
offspringfor the head of the man he gave, the neck
of the offspring for the neck of the man he gave, the
breast of the offspring for the breast of the man he
gave." 1
Contact with Europe Jbrought about a softening of
the rite among the Carthaginians, and probably also
in the mother~country of Phcenicia. In the so-called
tariffs of Marseilles an9 Carthage,-Phcenician inscriptions enumerating the various sacrifices and offerings
that were made in the temple of Baal together with
the price of each,-there is no reference to human
s~crifice. In place of the human victim we find, as
M. Clermont-Ganneau has pointed out, 2 an ayil or ram.
It is the very animal which was substituted for Isaac
1 Mr. Ball has recently given a new signification to the word
uritsu "offspring,'' which he would render "fatling" (Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Arch.:eology, Feb. I89z). "Fatling," however, is ·expressed by a different word (pukhadu) in
Assyrian, and the meaning of the term uritsu is fixed by the
definition attached to it that the ·offspring was one who "raises
the head among mankind." The Assyrian translation. of the
original Sumerian text is even more definite, as it turns the last
phrase into "the raiser (or begetter) of mankind." M. Menant
has shown that on certain early Babylonian cylinders we find
a representation of human sacrifice. The victim, however, is
a man who is always about to be struck by the sacrificing priest
in the presence of a god.
2 "L'imagerie phenicicnne," Pt. I (188o), pp. 7I sqq.

r86

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

according to the narrative in Genesis. The coincidence can ·hardly be accidental; there must be some
common reason why the ram took the place of
the first-born alike among the Hebrews and the
Phcenicians.
The spot on which the sacrifice of Abraham was
offered is clearly the mountain whereon the temple of
Solomon afterwards arose. It was three days' journey
from Beer-sheba, and the Chronicler (iii. 1) tells us
explicitly that "Solomon began to build the house of
the Lord at Jerusalem in mount Moriah." Moreover
the proverb quoted by the writer in Genesis (xxii. 14)
as current in his day unmistakably ,indicates the
temple-hill. Here alone was" the mount of Yahve~"
the God of Israel, the" holy hill," like the Du-azagga
or "holy mound" of Babylon, whereori the deity
had vouchsafed to dwell.
But the mountain had been sacred long before
Solomon erected upon it the temple of the Lord.
We have seen that Jerusalem had been· t!J.e. seat of a
kingdom in the old Canaanitish days, and its king was
also the priest of the god who was worshipped there.
The list of Palestinian cities conquered by Thothmes
III. and recorded by the Egyptian monarch on the
walls of Karnak fur.ther contains a curious indication
of the sanctity of the spot. The minute examination
to which Mr. Tomkins has subjected the list has shown
that Har-el, one of the places mentioned in it, must
have had the same geographical position as J erusalem. 1
We know from the tablets of Tel el-Amarna that
Jerusalem was already an important city; we also
know from them that it had submitted to the Phara.oh.
1

"Records of the Past," New Series, v. p. 49·
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We are forced to conclude, therefore, that Jerusale~
must be intended under the name of Har-el. But
Har-el is the Hebrew or Canaanite "Mount of God,"
and that the fact was knmvn to the Egyptian scribe is
shown by his having added in one copy of the· list the
determinative of locality to the word Har. Already,
therefore, the future temple-hill had been a" Mount of
God" before it became specifically the " Mount of
Yahveh" the God of Israel ; it had been consecrated
to the deity of whom Melchizedek was priest, and it
was· thus marked out in a peculiar way as the highplace to which Abraham was led.
From Jerusalem and Beer-sheba we are again
carried to Hebron. But the Hebron with which we
are now confronted is no longer the same as the
Hebron of an earlier chapter. Abram the Hebrew
"dwelt in the plain of Mamre which is Hebron,".and
his allies were the Amorites who inhabited it ;
Abraham the father of Isaac is a "sojourn er" at
Kirjath-arba, which is Hebron, and there buys a
sepulchre for Sarah and himself from the children of
Heth. Hittites take the place of Amorites; Kirjatharba of Mamre; and Abram himself has become
Abraham. But the change, after all., is not so great
as it seems. We cannot as yet, indeed, specify the
exact relation that existed b~tween Mamre and
Hebron, but it is possible to throw some light on
the sudden transformation of blond Amoritcs into
Mongoloid Hittites. As in the north, round about
Kadesh on the Orontes and in " the land of the
Amorites " of the cuneiform and Egyptian inscriptions, so too in the extreme south of Palestine we
have Hittites and Amorites intermingling together.
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As has been already noticed, the ethnographical type
of the people of Ashkelon, r:ourtrayed in the
sculptures of Karnak, proves that a population of
Hittite affinities was settled in the south of Canaan
before the Israelitish invasion, and thus vindicates the
historical credibility of the Biblical statements.
Jerusalem, .too, according to Ezekiel, had a mixed
·parentage, Hittite and Amorite, though its "nativity"
was in the land of Canaan. The very name of
Hebron signifies "confederacy," and indicates that
the old sanctuary which stood there was the meetingplace of tribes or races of different origin. The
letters of the king of Jerusalem, Ebed-tob, in the Tel
cl-Amarna collection, are full of references to th<:
Khabiri or " Confederates," who had already occupied
a part of the province of the Egyptian Pharaoh, and
were menacing Jerusalem itself. As. Hebron is never
mentioned in the letters, although they show that the
territory of Jerusalem extended to the south of it, I
believe we must see in these Khabiri a confederacy of
Amorites .and Hittites, and possibly other tribes also,
which gave a name to the common sanctuary at
which they assembled.
In this way we should
account not only for the origin of the name but also·
for the double title under which the city was known.1
1 According to I Chr. ii. 42, Mareshah near Gath was "the
father" of Hebron. As the name of Mareshah does not occur
in the Tel el-Amarna tablets or on the Egyptian monuments,
it was probably of later origin than the age of the Eighteenth
Egyptian dynasty. The name of Hebron is first met with in
the inscriptions of Ramses II. of the Nineteenth dynasty; and
the famous "Spring of Hebron" was. among the conquests in
Southern Palestine made by Ramses III. of the Twentieth
dynasty.
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The Amorites of Hebron were called the Anakim
or sons of Anak. Anak, we are furth~r told, ;was the
son of Arba, from whom the city received its title Of
Kirjath-arba "the stronghold of Arba " CJ osh. xiv.
1 5, xv. I 3). Ho ham the Amorite king of He.bran
was overthrown by Joshua and his city destroyed·
CJ osh. x. 36, 37), and Caleb drove from thence "the
three sons of Anak, Sheshai, and Ahiman arid
Talmai, the children of Anak" (Josh. xv. 14; Numb.
xiii. 22). The gentilic Sheshaimay perhaps represent
the Shasu or Bedawin of Southern Canaan, who are so
frequently mentioned on the Egyptian monuments.1
" Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in
Egypt" (Numb. xiii. 22). The statement has met
with but. scant courtesy at the hands of the "higher"
criticisni. But oriental archcl::ology has verifo;d so
many statements of a similar kind upon which the
critiC had cast doubt, that it is no longer possible for
us to adopt this easy method of dealing with ancient
history. We must believe that the writer had
documentary evidence for what he says, and that the
statement is a statement of fact.
Zoan, the Tanis of classical geography, was the
capital of the Hyksos during their long domination
1

1 Talmai is a hame which seems to belong in a special
manner to the half-Aram.:ean, half-Araliian population of the
north-western portion of the Arabian desert. David married
the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshui:, a district which must
be looked for 'in the neighbourhood of the Hauran, and the
inscriptions found at El-Ola, near Teimil, at no great distance
from the Red Sea port of El-Wej, mention two kings of the
kingdom of "Lihhyan,'' who bore the name of Talmt (See
D. H. Miiller; "Epigraphische Denkmaler ans Arabien" (1889)
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in Northern Egypt. It was from Zoan that Apophis,
the Hyksos Pharaoh, sent the insulting message to
the vassal prince of Thebes which led to the long
war of independence. and the final expulsion of the
Asiatic stranger from the soil of Egypt. The departure of the Hyksos was the signal for the decline
of Zoan. It sank for awhile to the rank of a petty
village, and it was not until the rise of the Nineteenth
_dynasty that its temple was again adorned with
images and sculptures and the city itself made a
residence of the Pharaoh.
The excavations which have been carried on there
have shown that the foundation of the city went back
to· the earliest days· of the Egyptian monarchy.
Monuments of Pepi of the Sixth dynasty have been
discovered, and the kings of the Twelfth and Thirteenth
dynasties were munificent benefactors of its temple.
Even the short-lived Fourteenth dynasty seems to be
represented among its ruins, and we are thus brought
to the age of the Hyksos conquest and the rise of the
Fifteenth dynasty of Hyksos kings. 1
There are thus only two periods to which the
foundation of Zoan can be assigned, either to the
remote epoch of the Old Egyptian Empire or to the
time when it was refounded by the first kings of the
.Nineteenth dynasty. It is possible that the first
'period may be meant in the Book of Numbers; but
it is not probable, and it is to the second period, that
of the re~foundation of Zoan, that we are most
naturally referred. This was the period when Zoan
1 For the excavations carried on at Zoan by the Egypt Exploration Fund, see W. M. Flinders Petrie : "Tanis, Part .1"
(1885), and "Tanis, Part 2" (1888).
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became known to the Israelites ; ·it was at Zoan that
Ramses I I., the Pharaoh of the Oppression;,held his
court, and it was "in the fi<~ld of Zoan " that the
hand of Yahveh was lifted up against the oppressors.
The Zoan where tl~ey had beeµ ' in " a hous~. of
bondage," the Zoan from which they had escaped,
was naturally the Zoan which had an interest for the
descendants of Abraham. The Zoan of olden times
was an object of concern for the Egyptian alone-; to
a Hebrew writer it was of small importance.
It is doubtful whether the rebuilding of Zoan was
due to Seti I. or to his son Ramses II. At all events
it was Ramses who made it a capital of Egypt, and
who . entirely remodelled the plan of _its ancient
sanctuary. The date of its re-foundation, acc 0 rdingly,
was sepa~ated by no long interval of time from that
_of the Exodus, and if the sta.tement in the Book of
Numbers refers to this, the building, or rebuilding, .of
Hebron will belong to the same period.
Can this be made to harmonise with the narratiyes
in Genesis, where we find Hebron already _built and
inhabited in the age of the Patriarchs ? The answer
is obvious: if there is no contradiction between
statement which assigns the foundation of. Zoan to
the age of Ramses and the discovery of monuments
there of far earlier date, there can be equally little
contradiction in the case of Hebron. It is Hebron,
"the confederacy," and not Manue or Kirjath-arba, of
which it is said that it was built ~eyen years before
Zoan. Should the Khabiri of the Tel el-Amarna
t~bl~ts really be the "Confederates" who met together
at the sanctuary of k.i~jath,arba, we can re;:idily
suppose that they changed the .sanctuary into -a
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fortified city after the fall of the Egyptian empire in
Palestine.. It is at any rate noteworthy that while
the name of Hebron is unknown to the Egyptian
masters of Palestine in the age of the Eighteenth
dynasty, it suddenly makes its appearance upon the
Egyptian monuments in the time of the Nineteenth
dynasty. It is already known to Ramses I I., and, as
has been already stated, the "Spring of Hebron" was
among the Canaanitish conquests of Ramses III. of
the Twentieth dynasty.
Hebron is in a strange pos'.tion for an ancient city.
It stands not on a hill, but on its slope, on either side
of the " pool" above which David hung the hands
and feet of the young men who had murdered Ish7
bosheth (2 Sam .. iv. 12). Its position C(\n be explained only from the fact that it was built around
the sanctuary whose site is still occupied by one of the
most venerated mosques in the Mohammedan world.
Tradition, which goes back to the early centurie'i of
our era, avers that the bodies of the patriarchs i'est
beneath its floor. But Eastern tradition is as Iifoe
worthy of credit here as it is elsewhere. Hebron WJS'
long in the ·possession of the Crusaders ; had the
bodies of Abraham and Isaac really lain in the rocky
vault of the mosque, the fact would have been known
and published.
Medi~val Christendom was too
zealously bent on revering the corpses of the ·saints
to have neglected those of the Hebrew patriarchs.
The cave beneath the mosque of Hebron is but
one of many tombs cut in the cliff which rises above
the town. From the time of Justinian onwards it has
been regarded as the veritable cave of Machpelah,
and the church built by the Byzantine emperor above
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it has become the modern mosque. But the sanctity
of the cave resulted' from its enclosure within the
walls of the old sanctuary ; it was not the cave that
made the sanctuary holy. Indeed, it is doubtful fro.m
the words of Genesis if the cave of Machpelah were
not really at some distance from the modern city.
The field of Ephron the Hittite, in which the cave
was situated, lay "before Mamre," not within Hebron
itself. We need not, with the Russian pilgrims, look
for Mamre at the oak under which they believe the
tent of Abraham to have been pitched ; rather it is
to· be sought for to the north, at the Hhara:m Ramet
el-KhaBI, or "shrine of Abraham," where Prof.
Petrie's discoveries have shown that the ·earliest
stone-work goes back to the pre-Exilic period. The
remarkable ruin here with its large, well-fitted blocl~s
of stone, though repaired and relined in Roman
times, was of much older date. The .stones have
been dressed with an edge or point without breadth
of cut, and are somewhat curved. A similar mode of
dressing distinguishes the masonry at Lachish, which
Dr. Petrie assigns to the age of Hezekiah, as well as
that of an Amorite wall at Tel es-Safi. It stands in
marked contrast to the dressing with what Dr. Petrie
has termed the comb-pick, a mode. of smoothing the
stone that was introduced into Syria and Egypt froni
Greece. While the stones of the Bharain, or sacred
enclosure at Hebron, have been dressed in the latter
fashion, those of the older building at the Ramet
el-KhaHI have been worked in the more ancient
style.1 Here, therefore, and. among the r.ubbish1

See W. M. Flinders Petrie : "Tell el-Hesy (Lachish)"

(1891),

pp. 36; 37.
0
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mounds of a city that once stood close to it, we
must excavate if we would know what Hebron
or Mamre was like in the earliest days of its
history.
From Hebron in Palestine we are transported by
the story of Genesis to. Syria and Haran, "the city of
N ahor." The wife of Isaac, like the wife of Jacob, is
fetched from thence. "An Aramcean wanderer was
my father," Israel is made to say in the Book of
Deuteronomy (\{xvi. 5), and the Aramcean or Syrian
element in the Israelitish tribes was never forgotten
by tradition. There is a passage in Genesis in which
the line of division between the Aramcean and the
Canaanitish dialects of the Semitic family of spee.ch
is marked with precision. It is where yve are told
that the memorial cairn called Galeed by Jacob in
the language of Canaan was called J egar-sahadutha
by Laban in the language of Aram (Gen. xxxi. 47).
The two names have the same meaning, "the cairn
of testimony," and 'indicate that at this ,spot the
Aramcean and Canaanitish populations were in contaet one with the other. The place was in Gilead,
·on the eastern side of the Jordan, and iri later times
was known from afar by its Mizpah or "Watchtower," whose garrison kept watch upon the Aramcean
tribes of the Hauran.
Recent discoveries have cast an unexpected light
on the relations which once existed between the
ancestors of the Israelites and the Aramcean population in the north. Early Aramcean inscriptions have
been found at Sinjerli, to the north..:east of the Gulf
of Antioch, certain . of which are now in the Berlin
Museum, and the disclosures they have made to us
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are as curious as they are novel.1 .It turns ·.blJt that
Sinjerli represents the Samahla of the Assyrian in~
scriptions, an Aram<ean kingdom which existed ii).
the midst of the Hittite settlements in Northern
Syria. One of the monuments· was dedicated by
the Samahlian king, Bar-Rekeb, to. the memory of
his father, Panammu. Panammu was the vassal of
Tiglath-pileser of Assyria, and the fact is stated by
his son as well as by the Assyrian monarch. The
date of the inscriptions is thus accurately known.
They are written in the letters of the Phcenician
alphabet, and the words are divided from one another
as they are on the Moabite stone. But the strange
and unexpected fact which they disclose is that
the Aramaic language of Samahla approached the
Hebrew in many respects. While the Hebrew ben
"son" is replaced by the Aramaic bar, the grammatical forms and particles are in several cases
distinctively Hebrew. So also are many of the
words which are used in the text. Even · more
striking is the fact that the speIIing of certain proper
names is the same as it is in the present Hebrew text
of our Bibles. As in the Old Testament, so in the
inscriptions of Samahla the name of Assyria is
1 Sachau : Die altaramai'sche Inschrzft aiif der Statue des
Konzgs Panammzt von Sham-al in Von Luschan's Aitsgrabungen z'n. Sendschz'rli I. (Mitthellttngen aus den orz'entatischen
Sammlzmgen, xi. 1893). See also D. H. Mi.iller in the" Vienna
Oriental Review" for I 893, and N 6'ldeke in the Zez'tschrift d.
dezttschen morgenliindischen Gesellschajt, xlvii. I. Some scholars,
including Dr. Neubauer, consider the language of the two chief
inscriptions-those of Panammu I. and Bar-Rekeb, son of
Panammu II..,-to be rather Aramaising Hebrew than Hebraising
Arnmaic. ,
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writtenwith the vowel u in the second syllable, while
that of Tiglath-pileser, which according to the ctinei~
form monuments was pronounced Tukulti-pal-esar, is
written in precisely the same incorrect way as in the
Old Testament. The fact gives us increased con~
fidence in. the historical accuracy· of the Books of
Kings, as it indicates that the information contained
in them was faithfully copied from written docu~
ments ; it also proves that a dialect more akin to
Hebrew than to the latei· Aramaic \Vas spoken ii1
Northern Syria in the eighth centm~y before otfr
·era;
It is possible that we may be able to carry back
still further the antiquity of a Hebrew or Canaanitish
form of speech in the northern districts of, the ancient
Semitic world. Cuneiform tablets have been found
near Kaisariyeh in K.appadokia, which appear to
belong to the same age as the tablets of Tel el~
Amarna. They reh1.te for the most part to cam~
mercial transactions, and are the work of an Assyrian
colony established at an early date in the eastern
part of Asia Minor. The language employed in
them is consequently Assyrian, but it is Assyrian
which .has been profoundly influenced by the Ian~
guages with which it was in contact. One at least
of these languages vvas non-Semitic ; with this we
have at present nothing to do. But.besides the nonSemitic influence, there was also a Semitic influence
which was not Assyrian. In more than one of the
tablets we find the so-called "emphatic aleph" of the
Aramaic dialects, a suffixed a, which has sometime&
been supposed. to be the last surviving relic of a
definite article. In other tablets, however, we come
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across words which ta,k~ us at ot;1ce to, Hebrew.
Among these is aparne "a litter," found- elsewhere
only in· the Song of Solomon (iii. 9), where it: has
been a source of much vexation of spirit to the commentators. Elsewhere we meet with the name of
Abu-sa:Iim, the Absalom of the Old Testament 1 ,
The dose relations, accordingly, which are described
as existing between the Hebrew patriarchs and the
Aram~an population qf the north can no longer be
said to be without external support. We have found
a lan·guage with Hebraic characteristics at Sinjerli on
the western bank of the Euphrates, and excavations
may hereafter reveal a language of the same nature
at Haran on the eastern bank.
Hara11 was the city of the Moon-god. The foundation of its great temple went back to prehistoric
times. Babylonian and Assyrian had contributed to
its enlargement or adornment, and its restoration had.
been the work of th_e last independent king of Babylonia, N abonidos. He - tells us that it had been
destroyed by the Manda or " nomads " whose capi~al
was at Ekbatana. But the Manda had been. overthrown by_ Cyrus, and Nabonidos was accordingly
· summoned in a dream by Merodach to restore the
mined -shrine. He collected his subjects from Gaza
to· the Persian Gulf "in order that they might rebuild
f:-Khulkhul, the temple of the Moon-god, my lord
who marches beside me, which is in the city of
Harran .. .: In the month of peace, ori an auspicious
day which Samas and Rimmon had made known in
a dream; through the wisdom of Ea and Merodach, with.
oracles, by the art of the god Laban, the lord of
-1

See '''Records of the Past," New Series, vol. vi.
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foundations and brickwork . . . t laid its foundation
and made firm its bricks."
In list of the deities whose images stood in the
temple of Anu and Rimmon in the city .of Assur we
find again the name of Laban. It is difficult not to connect it with Laban of Haran, more especially when we
rem~mber that lebdndh "the white one" signified the
moon. fo Bethuel we have perhaps another reforence
·to the great tei:nple of Haran. Bethuel is the older
form of Beth-cl "the house of God," a term which was
specially applied by the Semitic peoples to the anointed
stones in which the spirit of divinity was believed to
dwell. Such stones were to be met with all over the
Semitic world, in Babylonia, in Syria, in Palestine, ~n
Arabia. So deeply rooted in the Semitic mind was
the belief in their sanctity, that even Mohammed
could not venture to oppose it, and the Kaaba or
old sacred stone of Mekka still remains an object of
reverence to the pilgrims of Islam.
The image which represented the Ph~nician Ashtoreth of Paphos, the sole object of worship in her
temple; wa!) an upright block of stone, anointed with
oil and covered with an embroidered cloth. We may
still see in oriental land.s the modern representative of
the sacred stone. The domed tombs of the Mohammedan saints which form so picturesque an element in
an Eastern landscape have within them a rectangular
mass of masonry-the cenotaph of the" sheikh "-over
which is spread a woven pall. Whoever has visited
the Tekkeh near Larnaka in Cyprus, one of the most
holy spots in the Mohammedan world, will have no
difficulty in realising what the ancient Beth.oeI was
like. There is ·a cenotaph, it is true, within the build-

a

CANAANiTISI-1 AND EGYPTIAN ELEMENTS.

199

ing, but it is built by the side of two huge columns
of stone, which must have stood there lorig before
the worshippers had embraced the faith of Islam, and
to which the sanctity of the place must have h'een
originally due.
Two similar columns of stone stood before every
Phcenician tern ple,1 and one may still be seen standing
in its place in the old Phcenician sanctuary-the
so-called Temple of the Giants-in the island ofGozo.
Even the temple of Solomon was not without them.
Here too in its porch were the two "pillars" J achin
and Boaz (1 Kings vii. 21).
Both t_he name ancli the narrative in Genesis show
that Beth-el also, the sanctuary of Northern Israel,
was originally the place where the stone which Jacob
" set for a pillar" was " God's house" (Gen. xxviii. 22).
By the oil which he poured upon it, it was consecrated
as a holy place (see Gen. xxxv. 14).2
The Semitic worship of stones spread into Asia
Minor. We learn from the Book of Acts that the
image of Artemis adored at Ephesus was m'erely an
aerolite. The sacred stone or Beth-el is a sure sign
of Semitic influence wherever it is found.
Bethuel, we are told, was" a Syrian of Padan-Aram"
1 The two columns of gold and emerald glass in the t~mple
of Melkarth at Tyre are described by Herodotos (ii. 44). For the
"pillars of the Sun" see z Chr. xxxiv. 4, Isai. xvii. 8, ett.
2 Gilgames, the hero of the great Chalda:an Epic, consecrated
a Beth-el in a similar way after he had been dismissed by the
Babylonian Noah and his sickness had been carried away by
the waters of the sea. "He bound together heavy ,,stones," and
taking an animal for sacrifice "poured over it a homer" in
libation. See my Hibbert Lectures on "The Religion of the
Ancient Babylonians,': p. 410, _
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(Gen. xxv. 20). PaC!an was a Babylonian word which·.
originally denoted the amount of ground a yoke of
oxen could plough in a given time. It thus came to
signify a road, and was in this way the equivalent of
the name of Haran itself. The city of Haran, the
city of the "high-road," was app1:opriately situ~ted
on "the road of Aram." But Padan also signified the
plain over which the oxen drew the plough, ai1d it is
probably used in this second sense in the phrase
Padan-Aram. The name is found in a Babylonian text
of the. eighteenth century before the Christian era,
where a Kassite king of Babylo1i. calls himself "king
of the country ·of Padan," and an ~Id explanatory
list of geographical names states that Padin lies "in
front of the mountains of Arman,'' or the Arameans.f
Padan-Aram is one of the terms which the critics
assure us are peculiar to· the "Elohist." However
this may be, it is a term which is geographically
distinct from that of Aram-N aharaim, usually translated "Syria" in the Authorised Version. AramN aharaim "Aram of the two rivers" was the country
which extended from the Orontes tQ the eastern
banks of the Euphrates. It is thus equivalent" to the
Nahrina of the Egyptian monuments. In the time of
the Eighteenth Egyptian dyriasty the ruling state of
Nahrina was Mitanni, the· Matena of the hieroglyphic
texts, which lay opposite Carchemish on the eastern
side of the Euphrates. The name Nahrina with its
nasal termination must have been derived by the
Egyptian scribes from some Aramaic dialect, n in ·
Aramaic taking the place of the Hebrew m in the
terminations of the dual and plural. The Tel el1
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Amarna· tablets, however, mah it clear that the
Hebrew form with m was already current in Palestine,
the king of Aram-Naharaim bei!1g. called by Ebedtob the king of Nahrima, not the king of N ahrina.
The introduction to the twenty-fifth chapter of
Genesis comes upon us with something of a. shock
We learn from it that Abraham wq:s the forefather
not only· of Israel, but of the tribes of Northern
Arabia as well. Among them we find Sheba and
Dedan, Sheba being that norther~ colony of the
Sabceans · of the soi1th, ·whose remains have been
found in the neighbourhood of Teim~. Midian, too,
we are told, looked back upon Abraham as its
ancestor. We know how intimate was the connection
between Moses and Jethro, "the priest of Midian,"
and perhaps, therefore, it is not surprising that they
should both have traced their descent from the same
parent. There are some scholars, indeed, who have
maintained that the name of Abraham, in opposition
to Abram, has a Midianitish origin.
· .
But the relationship of the Israelites and the tribes
of Northern Arabia is attested by the Egyptian
monuments. The only people depicted on them
whose form arid features are. distinctively Jewish are
the Me11ti or "shepherds" of the Sinai tic Peninsula.
When we remember that the S~naitic Peninsula and
the land of· Midian bordered one upori the other;
when we remember further the long sojourn of the
Isr3:elitish tribes in the same neighbourhood, the ·fact
acquires a special significance. Physiologically, the
nearest kinsfolk of the Israelites were to be found
among . the mountains · of Sinai, and presumably
also in the neighbouring districts of Midian ; the
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genealogies of Genesis equally assert that Abraham
was the ancestor of both.
These North Arabian tribes are distinguished from
the Ishmaelites or tribes of Central and North-eastern
Arabia, though the latter too claimed Abraham as
their father. But the Ishmaelites were Aram~ans
in language, while the descendants of Keturah had
affinities with the southern population of Himyar.
Foremost among these Ishmaelite Aramceans were
Nebayoth "the Nabathceans." In the Assyrian
inscriptions we find the latter divided into two
groups, the Nabata or Nabathceans ·proper, who in
later days established a kingdom at Petra, and the
N abatu a tribe o( the "Aramceans" who were settled
on the frontier of Babylonia. Like the Nabathcearis,
the Kidra or Kedar are described in the cuneiform
texts as occupying "the land of Arabia," and the
names of some of their kings have a markedly
Aramaic stamp. Adbeel, again, is mentioned by
Tiglath-pileser under the form of Idibi'ilu, while
Massa appears as the Masha, Terna as the Terna,
and Mishma as the Isamme. They roamed with
their flocks through the northern desert from Havilah
on the confines of Babylonia to the eastern fortifications of Egypt, and thus at times enclosed the
descendants of Keturah on the north as well as on
the east. They were Bedawin tribes, in the truest
sense of the word.
The Ishmaelites were distinguished from the Amalekites, who were regarded as of Edomite origin
(Gen. xxxvi. 16). But there were Amalekites in
the desert south of Palestine, as we know from the
fourteenth chapter of Genesis, before the kingdom
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of Edom was in existence. The name of Edom,
however, goes back to an early date. An Egyptian
historical ronfarice, which describes the adventiires of
a certain Sat1eha or Sinuhit in the time of the Twelfth
dynasty, makes mention of it. Sinuhit.seems to have
been mixed up in a conspiracy against one of the
Pharaohs; at all events he had to escape· from
Egypt in order to save his life, and to take· refuge
with the Sati or Bedawin tribes of the eastern desert.
After passing through "the wall" or line of fortifications on the east of Egypt, he made his way to
Qimoir, on the eastern side of the Gulf of Suez, and
there found himself in the land of the Sati. Eventually he arrived in the country of Eduma, "a canton
of the Upper Tennu," where he was hospitably
received by the Sati king, Ammu-anshi. The king
conferred upon him the government of a district
called Aia, which Prof. Maspero identifies with the
Aian of classical 'geography on the boi-ders of the
Gulf of Akabah. 1
The Sati of the Egyptian texts ate the Sute or
nomad Bedawin of the cuneiform inscriptions, as we
now know from the tablets of Tel el-Amatna. The
story of Sinuhit goes to show that they were also the
Amalekites of the Old Testament. But the Horites,.
too, were probably included among them.
The Ho~ites are called-" the child~en of Seir in the
land of Edom.'' '.fhey were the earliest possessors of
the country before the arrival of the descendants of
Esau~ The name has sometimes been supposed to
indicate that they were. Troglodytes, dwellers in
1 See his translation of the "Adventures of Sinuhit," in the
"Records of the Past," New Series, vol. ii.
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','caves,"' but. it is better to conned i~ with a root
which signifies "white," and to see in them the representatives of a white race whom their neigliboui·s
contrasted. with the "red "-skinned Edomites. In
this case they would have been members of the
Amorite stock. 1 We k1iow that the Amorites once
occupied the mountains . of Kadesh-barnea, in the
immediate vicinity of Mount Seir.
The name of Seir was ·not · unknown to the
Egyptians. Ramses III., of the Twehtieth dynasty,
declares that he had "annihilated th~ Seirites among
the tribes
the Shasu." Shasu, or "Plunderers," is
the ge11eral title of the Bedawin in the Egyptian texts,
and applied not only to the nomad Bedawiu, but t?
the settled Bedawin as weil. The defenders, for
instance, of ''the fortress of Canaan," 110\v Khurbet
Kan'an, near Hebron, are called Shasu, and remind
us that one of the sons of Anak at Hebron itself bore
the name of Sheshai. Edom, "the Red Land," has
its counterpart in the Egyptian Deser, a name of
the .Saine signification \vhich denoted the country
eastward ·of the Delta, inhabited &y the Shasu
tribes. . According to Dr. Brugsch, the name refoi;red . to. the .." red " soil of .the eastern desert in
contradistinction to Kemi, "the black"-soiled lai1d of
Egypt.2
'It 'is· probable that the conquest of Edom by
the descendants of Esau did not long precede the
conquest of Canaan by their Idnsfoli( the Israelites.
Necessarily
they formed
there only the
dominant
.
,
.
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See my article 01i the "White Race of Ancient Paiestine,''
rn· the Exjosltor, July 1888. .
.
2 Brugsch: "Die Egyptologie," i. p. 22, ii. p. 462.
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part of the population. · The olde.r Horite in~
habitants could not be exterminated any more than
the older Canaanite inhabitants of Palestine, 'while
the Ishmaelite Nabath:oeans. also formed settlements
in the country. Indeed a time came when the ruling
power in Edom vlas Nabath:oean, arid Petra 'became
the capital of a Nabath.ean kingdom. Besides. the
Nabath:oeans, the nationality :assigned to· one, if not
to two, of Esau's wives, would indicate that the
Hittites of·Southern Canaan .had a footing in part of
the Edom'ite territory. But the converse may also
have been the fact; it may have been the Edomites
who had occupied a part of the Hittite region: . We
are
told. -that three
sons were born to Esau "in the
.
land of Ca:naan."
Among the descendants of Esau was Kenaz, the
brother of Teman, the land of '"the south." If was
from Kenaz that the Kenizzites were sprung who
fon11ed an importaht element in the tribe· of Judah.
How numero1ts they were, and how large a territory
they occupied within the tribe, we may_gather from
the . early chapters of the Books of Chronicles.
Caleb, t~e conqueror of Hebron, was a Kenizzite by
birth;, so also \.Vas his brother Othniel, fhe deliverer
of Israel from· tile yoke of its first oppressor. It
is ·little wonder, thereforeJ. that it was dedared ·to the
Israelites 'in Deuteronomy (~xiii. 7), "Thou shalt 11ot
abhor an Edomite, {01: he is thy brother."
, . The account of th<r Edomite U-ibes is followed by
a list of" the kings that reigned in the land of Edom,
before there ·reigned any king over the children of
Jsrael.''. . The !is~ bears. upbn its face all the marks of
authenticity.. There was no reason for its inserti9n
-
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in Ge1iesis, unless it had been· derived from some
ancient document. It has the annalistic form and
the simple circumstantiality of detail which would
naturally lead the critic to see in it an extract
from the official annals of Edom. Against such
conclusion nothing can be urged, except the assumption that the art of writing was practically
unknown in Edoni in the age to which the list
refers. But recent discovery has shown that such
an assumption is wholly without foundation. When
an active literary correspondence was being carried
on in Canaan and "the field of Bashan," and when
the Min~ans of Arabia were engraving. inscriptions
on the very borders of Edom, we are justified in.
inferring that the Edomites also were abl~ to read
and write. Whether they used the alphabet of
Ma'in or the cuneiform characters of Babylonia is
immaterial, and can only be settled by future
excavation. The main point is that. the art of
writing must have been known in Edom, and ·that
consequently the list of Edomite kings, which has
been preserved to us, may well have been derived
from the archives of the Edomite kingdom.
.
This conclusion opens up yet further consequences.
If the writer in Genesis has derived his history of the
Edomite princes from a written document of Edomite
origin, it is more than probable that his minute
account of the Edomite tribes and their a!uphz'm or
"chieftains" was, also drawn from a similar source.
In other words, just as we have found clear traces
of the use of Babylonian documents in the earlier
.chapters of Genesis, so here we shall have come
upon the traces of the use of an Edomite docu-
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ment. , Edom must have had its scribes as well as
Canaan.
The use of Edomite documents in one part of· the
Old Testament makes it possible to suppose that they
may be detected in other parts of it. It has been
pointed out by M. Halevy that the correct rendering
of Proverbs xxxi. 1 would be, " The proverbs of
Lemuel, king of Massa, which his mother taught him,"
and that the situation of Massa, the Massa of Genesis
xxv..·14, is now well known from the Assyrian
inscriptions. Though its population traced their
descent from Ishmael rather than rom Esau, it is
associated with Dumah, and Dumah, as we learn from
a prophecy in the Book of Isaiah (xxi. 1 I); was a
district of Mount Seif. In the proverbs of Lemuel
we may accordingly see an extract from the Jost
literature of Edom.
It may be that the Book of Job had the same
ongm. Its scene is laid 1n the land of U z, which
cannot have been far from the Edomite border, and
the corruption and difficulty of the text would be
explained if the book were written in a dialect which
differed from Hebrew as we find from the inscriptions
of Mesha the language of Moab differed from that of
Israel.· Copyists and commentators alike. would be
p,uzzled by dialectic peculiarities which resembled
Hebrew only in form.
But whatever doubts may linger in some minds as
to the presence of Edomite literature in the Old
Testament, there can be none as to the Egyptian
character of the narrative of Joseph which follows the
thirty-sixth chapter of Genesis. It forms the introduction to the history of the E:fodus and the legisla ..
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tion of Moses. We have left the Babylonian ekment
in Genesis behind us ; we can find no longer an.y traces
of Aramaic or Edomite influence ; it is with the kingdom of the Pharaohs that the history of the Israelitish
people and the documents in which it is embodied
have now to do. Egypt and not Babylonia has now to
provide us with the archceological facts by the help of
which we may test the age and credibility of the
Biblical narratives. >C
The Egyptian colouring given to the history of
Joseph is too vivid a:nd clear to admit of question,
The' only dispute that can arise is as to how far the
colouring is accurate in all its details; and what is the
particular age of Egyptian history which it best
reflects. Is the Egypt which is brought before us in
Genesis the Egypt of the age of the Hyk'sos or the
Egypt of a much later date? Do the allusions of the
narrative to things Egyptian presuppose a period for
its composition centuries later than the age of Joseph,
or may the materials from which it is derived go back
to the times to which it relates ?
Now it cannot be denied that the Egyptians
specially delighted in what we should call the
historical novel. Many of the papyri which have
come down to' us contain stories of adventure which
are set in a historical framework. In the infancy of
Egyptological study several of these stories were
believe'd to represent actual history, and it is on.ly in
qtlite recent years that their real character has come
to be known. Indeed in some cases it is still doubtful whether we are dealing with a historical romance
or with a record of events which actually took plate;
It is still, for instance, a matter of dispute whether
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the adventures of Sinuhit, to which allusion has been
made above, can be accepted as historical, and whether
the account of the outbreak of the war against the
Hyksos, which led to their expulsion from Egypt, is
not after all to be considered a romance. It is further
a matter of dispute how far we can trust the historical
framework in which a confessedly fi'~titious tale has
been set. Has the author adhered religiously to his
facts1 or modified them in accordance with the
exigencies of his story ?
Among the tales which Egyptian antiquity has
bequeathed to us is the "Story of the Two Brothers,"
part of which bears a remarkable resemblance to part
of the history of Joseph. The story was 'written for
Seti II. the successor of the Pharaoh of Exodus, while
he was still crown-prince. It is the story of a fellah,
and its similarity to what we read in Genesis may be
judged of from the following translation of Brugsch
Pasha-1
"And he sent his younger brother, and said to him,
' Hasten and bring us seed-corn from the village.'
And his younger brother found the wife of his elder
brother occupied in corn bing her hair. And he said
to her) 'Rise up, give me seed-corn that I may
return to the. field,. for thus. has r:ny elder .brother
enjoined me, to return without delaying.' The woman
said to him, 'Go in, open the chest, that thou mayest
take what thine heart desires, for otherwise. my locks
of hair will fall to the ground.' And the youth went
within into the stable, and took thereout a large
i.t \Vas his wish to carry out much seed-corn.
.vessel,

for

1

"History of Egypt,'' English translation, 211d edition, i. pp.
309.sqq.
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And he loaded himself with wheat and dhurra, and
went out with it. Then she said to him, ' How great
is the burden in thine arms?' He said to her, ' Two
measures of dhurra and three measures of wheat make
together five measures which rest on my arms.' Thus
he spake to her. But she spake to the youth and
said, ' How great is _thy strength ! Well' have I
remarked thy power many a time.' And her heart
knew him ! ... and she stood up and laid hold
of him, and said to him, ' Come, let us celebrate
arr hour's repose, The most beautiful things shall
be thy portion, for I will prepare for thee festal
garments.' Then was the youth like to the panther
of the south for rage, on account. of the evil .word
which she had spoken to him. But she 'was afraid
beyond all measure. And he spoke to her and said,
' Thou, 0 woman, hast been like a mother to me, and
thy husband like a father, for he is older than I, so
that he might have been my begetter. Why is this
great sin that thou hast spoken to me? Say it not to
me another. time, then will I this time not tell it, and
no word of it shall come out of my mouth to any man
at all.' And he loaded himself with his. burden and
went out into the field. And he went to his elder
brother, and they completed their day's work. And
when it was evening the elder brother returned home
to his habitation. And his younger brother followed
behind his oxen, which he had laden with all the good
things of the field, to prepare for them their place in
the stable of the village. And behold the wife of his
elder brother feared because of the word which she
had spoken, and she took a jar of fat, and she was like
one to whom an evil-doer had offered violence, since
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she wished to say to her huspand, ' Thy younger
brother has offered me violence.' And her husband
returned home at evening according to his daily
custom, and found his wife stretched out and suffering
from injury. She gave him no water for his hands
according to her custom. And the candles were not
lighted, so that the house was in darkness. But she
lay there. And her husband spoke to her thus, 'Who
has had to do with thee ? Lift thyself up ! ' She said
to him,' No one has had to do with me except thy
younger brother, since when he came to take seed-corn
for thee, he found me sitting alone 'and said to me,
" Come, let us make merry an hour and repose ! Let
down thy hair ! " Thus he. spake to me, hut I did not
listen to him (but said), "See, am I not thy mother,
· and is not thy elder brother like a father to thee ? "
Thus spoke I to him, but he did not hearken to my
speech, and used force with me that I might not tell
thee. Now, if thou allowest him to live, I will kill
myself.'"
The husband believed his wife's words, and in
the. fury of the moment seized a knife and hurried out
to the stab!e to kill his younger brother. But there
the cattle ·befriended their innocent keeper, and told
him that his brother stood behind the door ready to
slay him. He escaped accordingly, pursued by his
elder brother, and was eventually saved by the god
Horus, who interposed between himself and his pursuer
a lake full of crocodiles. '
It is impossible not to conclude that there is some
connection between the Egyptian story and the·'
Biblical narrative of Potiphar's wife. It is clear on
the one hand that the story is at least as old as the
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age of the Exodus, when it was introduced into a tale
written for the heir of the Pharaoh; and on the other
hand that it had its origin in Egypt. The first fact is
important in considering the period to which the
narrative of Joseph must be assigned.
Several leading Egyptologists have lately expressed
a conviction that the narrative cannot be older than
the epoch of the Twenty-sixth dynasty (B.C. 664-525),
or at all events the age of Shishak, sorhe three centuries
previously. Their opinions are based on the Egyptian
proper names which occur in it. Asenath, the wife
of Joseph, is explained as the Egyptian Nes-Nit
"belonging to Neith," while Potiphern and its
abbreviated form Potiphar have long been recognised
as representing the Egyptian Pa-tu-pa-Ra "the gift
of the Sun-god." Names compounded with that of
the goddess Neith point to the period of the Twentysixth dynasty, while it is alleged that names ot the
form of that of Potiphar first came into. fashion in the
time of Shishak and his successors. But, as · Mr.
Tomkins has remarkcd, 1 the "supposed proof of a
negative from the limitation of one's own knowledge
is not to be called a proof. at .all," especially in
Egyptology. · It has been proved again and again
that in archceology we can argue only from observed
facts, nor from the want of facts. At any moment a
discovery may be made which will show that our
negative conclusions were the result only of our
ignorance of the evidence, and such discoveries have
been made time after time. Because we have not as
1 "The Life and Times of Joseph" (1891)-an excellent little
work in which ·all the archceol6gical facts bearing upon the
history of Joseph are put together in a. c:ompac:t form.
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yet met with names of the fornf of P9tiphera on the
older monuments of Egypt, we cannot be certain that
they did not exist. Indeed, Mr. Tomkins has· quoted
a stele now in the Louvre of the age of Thothmes III.,
in which mention is made of an ancestor of Semitic
origin who lived five generations before it was erected,
and who bore the name of Pa-t-Baal. In this it is
probable that we have a variant spelling of Pa-tu
Baal.
As to the name of Asenath it must be remembered
that the etymology, first proposed by Dr. Steindorff,
who sees in it the name of the goddess Neith, is
merely a guess, like the older etymologies which have
been suggested by other scholars. We cannot venture
t_o base upon it any wide-reaching conclusions any
more than we can upon the title given to Joseph,
Zaphnath-paaneah, until the precise meaning of the
latter has been satisfactorily cleared up. At present
the origin of the first syllable is still doubtful, and
though the latter part of the name is certainly the
Egyptian n-ti-pa-dnkh " of the life," it is difficult to
say in which of its different senses the expression
pa-dnkh "the life" is employed. In one of its uses
it designated the Pharaoh as "the living one," and
Pi-ankhi was the name of no less than three Ethiopian
kings. It was also the name of a son of Hri-Hor the
priest of Amon, who assisted in founding the dynasty
which preceded that ()f Shishak. But this, again,
throws little light .on the age to which the composition of the Biblical narrative must be referred.
Equally little light is shed by another fact, which
is, however, of a somewhat startling character. vVhile
the title given to Joseph by the Pharaoh is of Egyptian
0
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derivation, that which the people shouted before him
after his investiture with power is of Babylonian origin.
An Egyptian etymology has been sought in vain for
the word A brek, which the Authorised Version renders
"bow the knee," and the hieroglyphic dictionary has
been t~rtured to no purpose to find terms into which
it could be re.solved. The cuneiform tablets of Babylonia, however, have come to our rescue. We learn
from them that there was a word abrik in the Sumerian
language which signified "a seer," and was borrowed
by the Semitic Babylonians under the varying forms
of abrikku and abarakku. 1 It is abrz'kktt which we
have in Genesis, and the title applied. by the people.
to the "seer" Joseph proves to be the one we should
most naturally expect. He was a seer of seers, and·
it was in virtue of his seership that the Phciraoh had
raised him to a dignity next to his own.
How such a word as abrz'kku could have made its
way to Egypt and Canaan is not difficult to understand after the discovery of the Tel el-Amarna tablets.
Among the. tablets is a mythok>gical text, the words
of which have been carefully divided from one another
by some Egyptian scribe who used it as an exercise
in the study of a foreign language, and the foreign
words which we learn in our exercises are very apt
to creep into the language which we use ourselves.
Technical terms like abrz'kku are peculiarly ready to
make their way from one language to another with
which it is in literary contact, anq Babylonia rather
than Egypt was specially the land of seets; The
Asiatic prophet and interpreter of. dreams needed an
1

The explanation of the Sumerian abrik is given in the
tablet 82; 2, 18, now in the Bi~jtish M;iisemn,

bjling~ial
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Asiatic title by which he could be addressed. The
mention of his divining cup in a later chapter (Gen,
xliv. 5) shows that Joseph continued to exercise his
functions as a seer after his accession to power)
There is a curious parallelism between the position
of Joseph and that of another native of Canaan, as it
would seem, in the reign of " the Heretic king" of
Egypt, Khu-n-Aten. Several of the cuneiform letters
found at Tel el-Amarna are addressed by a certain
Aziru or Ezer, a Phcenician officer in the Egyptian
· service, to his '1 lord" and "father" Dudu. Dudu is
the Dodo of the Old Testament, a name which has
the same etymological origin as the Hebrew David
and the Phcenician Dido, and the language in which
Dudu is addressed shows that he was second to the
Pharaoh alone. Like the king he is called the "lord"
at whose feet " his servants" prostrated themselves,
and Aziru declares in one passage that he does " not
depart from the commands of" his " lord," his " god,"
his "Sun-god, and from the commands of'' his "lord
Dudu,'' thus coupling together the Pharaoh and his
1 The excavations made by Prof. Flinders Petrie at Tel elAmarna in the spring of 1892 have further helped us to understand how technical terms like the Sumerian abrik and the
Babylonian abrikku could make their way into the language of
Egypt. He has found several fragments of lexical tablets which
were made use of by the scribes who conducted the cuneiform
correspondence. Some of these give Sumerian words, written
both ideographically and phonetically, with their Semitic
Babylonian equivalents ; others are comparative dictionaries,
rnntaining lists of foreign words with tP,eir Babylonian explanations set over against them. It· is obvious that such lexical
tablets would make the learned classes well acquainted with the
title by .which an interpreter of dreams was known in the Asiatic;

East.
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minister.1 It is probable that the tomb of Dudu at
Tel el-Amarna in which Lepsius -found a hymn to the
Solar Disk was the last resting-place of the Canaanite
minister of the Egyptian monarch.
The changes which the administration of Joseph is
said to have made in the land-tenure of Egypt find
support in Egyptian history. In the earlier days of
the monarchy the country was in the hands of great
feudal lords, over whom the Pharaoh at times held
merely nominal sway. They inherited their estates
and power; the land belonged to them absolutely;
and it was only their service which they owed to the
king. But after the convulsion caused- by the Hyksos
conquest and war of independence this older system
of land-tenure was entirely changed. When the later
Egypt emerges under the monarchs of the Eighteenth
dynasty the feudal princes have passed away, and the
Pharaoh is the fountain-head not only of honour but
of property as well. In the hands of the Pharaohs of
the Nineteenth dynasty the government became still
more centralised and autocratic. The people ceased
to have any rights of their own, and Egypt became a
nation of slaves, at the head of whom was a single irresponsible individual. His power was tempered by
two classes only, the priests whom he was obliged to
flatter and caress, and the soldiers, mostly mercenaries,
who could make and unmake him. These, accordingly, were the only two classes whose property did
not belong to the state. We know that, such was the
fact in the case of the priests from the monuments, in
the case of the soldiers from the classical authors and
1

See my translations of two letters of Aziru in the "Records
of the Past," New Series, iii. J,JP· 67-70,
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Greek papyri. It is true that the Pharaoh did at
times lay impious hands on the estates belonging to
the temples, but the act was regarded as sacrilege, and
the perpetrator of it was visited with the vengeance of
the gods. Thus a demotic papyrus now in Paris
describes how Amasis robbed the temples of Memphis,
of On, and of Bubastis of the property which former
kings had bestowed on them, and transferred it to the
Greek mercenaries, but by so doing he brought down
the anger of heaven upon his country, and prepared
the way for the Persian conquest. 1
The seven years of plenty followed by the seven
years of famine have lately received a curious illustration from a hieroglyphic inscription discovered by
Mr. Wilbour in the island of Sehel. Sehel lies almost
in the centre of the First Cataract, midway between
Assuan and Philce, ·and was for long centuries the
sacred island of the locality before it was supplanted
by Philce in the age of the Ptolemies. The inscription
is of late date, probably not older than the third
century B.C., and see.ms to have been engraved by the
1 Revillout in the Remte egyptologique, i., 2, pp: 57 sqq.
According to Revillout the papyrus makes the following statements about the tran~ference of the revenues of the temples to
the Greek mercenaries by ordet of the Council under Amasis :
"The vessels, the fuel, the linen, and the dues which were given
to the temples of the gods before the reign of Amasis, for the
sanctuaries of Memphis, On, and Bubastis, the Council ordered :
Do not give them to them ! bet a seat be given. to the mercenaries in the . ., . of the district of Sais (?). Let them have
the vessels and th.e fuel. Let them bring their gods ! As for
the corn of the three temples mentioned above, the Council
ordered : Divide what is given them ! As for what was given
to the soldiers in the~e three temples, it orclerecl : Give th~m
mor(! !"
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priests of Khnum for the purpose of securing the
tithes and imports of the districts which, they asserted,
had been granted to them by an ancient king. The
inscription begins in the following way : "In the year
r8 of the king, the master of diadems, the Divine
incarnation, the golden Horns , . . [the reading of
the royal name is doubtful], whei1 Madir was prince
of the cities of the South Land and director of the
N ubians in Elephantine, this message of the king was
brought to him : ' I am sorrowing upon my high
throne over those who belong to the palace. In
sorr.ow is my heart for the great misfortune because
the Nile~flood in my time has not come for seven
years. Light is the grain, there is, l;,tck of crops and
of all kinds of food.'" 1
In the end the god Khnum came to the rescue of
the Pharaoh and his subjects, and the year~ of famine
we're followed by endless plenty. In return for this
. the god, or rather his priests -were endowed with
certain gifts which it is the object of the inscription
to 'record.
Apart from this doubtful testimony, however, we
have historical evidence of a famine which lasted
seven years in consequence of too low a Nile., The
Arabic historian El-Makrizi paints in terrible colours
the results of one which began in A.D. 1064 and
ended in 1071, and consequently lasted for seven
years. It happens also, as Brugsch Pasha was the
first to notice, that there is contemporaneous evidence
of the occurrence of a famine in Egypt at the very
period to which the lifetime of Joseph would belong.
1 The translation is given by Brugsch : "Die biblische:q
?ieben Jahre der Hungersnqth" (Lei,pzig, 1891),
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At El-Kab, the residence of those native Pharaohs
of the Seventeenth dynasty whose revolt against the
Hyksos restored Egypt to its independence, is the
tomb of a certain Baba, who must have lived when,
the struggle with the foreigner was still going OIL
On the wall of the tomb is a hieroglyphic inscription
in which the good deeds of its owner are recorded
with nai:ve simplicity. Among other acts of charity
which Baba performed, he states that "when a famine
arose, lasting many years, I issued corn to the city
each year of famine." 1 The expression "many years"
signalises it as one of no common severity. Like
the famine of J oseph's day it was of long duration,
and differed from it only in being described as in the
south of Egypt instead of in the north.
But a famil)e in ~gypt would have been felt
equally in the south and in the north of the country.
It was the result of an insufficient Njie, and the cause
affected the Delta as much as it did the neighbourho0d of El-Kah. It was only the administration and
prevision of Joseph which did not extend . to the
latter locality ; the evil against which his measures
were taken must have been felt as far as the
Cataracts.
The age of Baba and of Joseph will have coincided,
if any credence is to be placed in the Biblical narrative. When Joseph entered Northern Egypt it would
still have been under Hyksos rule.. According to
George the Synkellos AphOphis, the Hyksos prince
under whom the war of independence commenced,
w;;is the Pharaoh who befriended him. The assertion
1 Brugsch : " History of Egypt," English translation znc\
1
Gdi t., i. :p •. 304.
..
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is doubtless founded on the chron.ological calculations
of the Byzantine writer, but it nevertheless is pro·
b~bly not far from the truth. If Meneptah, the son
of Ramses II., is the Pharaoh of the Exodus~and
the Egyptian monument~ exclude any other reign
for that eve~t-the chronology. of the Pentateuch
(Exod. xii. 40) would place the arrival of Israel in
Egypt long before the expulsion of the Hyksos and
the rise of the Eighteenth dynasty. Prof. Mahler
upon astronomical gro~nds has determined the year
B.C. 1281 to be the last year of the reign of
Ramses II., while the founder of the Eighteenth
dynasty began his reign about B.C. 1_590. The family
of Joseph, therefore, would have settled in Egypt
towards the time when the struggle between the
Hyksos kings and the princes of the 'south first
broke out.
·
We know from the scanty relics they have left us
how thoroughly Egyptianised the Hyksos conquerors
had long been. The titles they assumed, the official
language and writing they used, the arts and sciences
fhey cultivated, were all Egyptian. The court of the
Hyksos kings at Zoan was in all respects modelled
on that of the ancient Pharaohs. It was only thefr
names and their worship which continued foreign.
The city of On was within their· dominions, and
Joseph might well have married the daughter of its
priest. Whatever excesses they may have committed against the Egyptian temples on their first
invasion of the country, the monuments have shown
must have been momentary only. The worship in
the great temple of the Sun-god at On would have
~qffered no interruption at their hands. In fact,
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the papyrus .. which describes in legendary form the
history of the expulsion of the Hyksos not only
prefixes the name of Ra, the Sun-god, to that of the
Hyksos monarch Apophis, but speaks of his foreigt;i
adherents as dwelling in On "the city of Ra." 1
On the other hand, under the Hyksos Pharaohs of
Zoan intercourse between Egypt and Canaan would
have been easy .and constant. No prejudice would
have been felt against a Hebrew stranger by those
who were themselves strangers in the land,·. and his
rise at court would not have been difficult. The
Pharaoh and his "ministers" would have had no
hesitation in granting the land of Goshen to a
pastoral tribe from Asia. They would have seen in
them friends rather than enemies, and possible allies
against the conquered Egyptians. They were themselves called Aamu or "Asiatics" by their subjects,
.and an inscription of Queen Hashepsu above the
Speos Artemidos describes them under this name
as ruling in A varis and "ignoring the god Ra." 2
Goshen lay between the cultivated land of Egypt
and the Asiatic tribes of the eastern desert ; it was
1, See Professor Maspero's translation in "Records of the
Past,'' :New Series, ii. pp. 37-44.
• 2 The inscripti01i was first copied in foll, and the reference to
the Hyksos in: it discovered by Mr. Golenischeff (" Re,cueil de
Travaux relatifs. a la Philologie et a l'Archeologie egyptiennes
et assyriennes," iii. i, 1881, and vi. l, 1885). The passage in
which the Hyksos ·are mentioned is as follows: "Hear me, all
ye men, all ye mortals as many as exist ! I have done this in
my modesty without taking advantage of what I have done to
add to it what is false. I restored that which was in ruin'!>, and
I.completed what was left unfinished, for there had been Aamu
in the midst of Northern Egypt and in Avaris, and foreign
. hordes from among them had destroyed the monuments (of old),n
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within the Egyptian frontier and yet was not inhabited by Egyptians of pure race, \\1~1ile it was
fitted for the pasturage of flocks rather than for the
growth of corn. The foreigners could d\vell here
without fear of assault on the part of the Egyptians
9r of intermixture witb them, whlle they were sufficiently near the Hyksos capital for their services to
be at the disposal of the foreign Pharaoh in case
of need.
The' Hyksos supremacy in Egypt, accordingly,
meets all the requirements of the history of Joseph
and the Israelitish settlement in Goshen. The welcome Joseph and his family met with would be
fully explained ; at the same time the Hyksos court
would have been a genuinely Egyptian one so far as
the continuation of the customs and ceremonial of
the ancient Pharaohs was concerned.
There is only one other period in ancient Egyptian
history to which the settlement could be assigned.
This is the period which has recently been revealed
to- us by the tablets of Tel el-Arnarna. Under "the
heretic king" Khu-n-Aten Egypt and Canaan were
again in close union with one another, and the
Canaanite was supreme in the Pharaoh's court and
virtually master of the land of Egypt. We have
found the vizier Dudu actually occupying the same
position as that of Joseph. But it is impossible to
harmonise the date of the Exodus with that of the
arrival of Joseph in Egypt if the latter did not
happen till the closing years of the Eighteenth
dynasty. Khu-n-Aten's reign falls only one hundred
and fifty years earlier than that of the Phai·aoh of
the Exodus. It is indeed possible that in the later
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perspective of the writer of Genesis the age of the
Hyksos and the age of Khu-n-Aten have as it were
melted into one; but this can be only the historical
perspective of a later time like that which in the
Book of Kings makes the murder of Sennacherib
follow immediately upon his retreat from Jerusalem.
Egypt had been overrun by the Hyksos or Shepherd kings in the last days of the Fourteenth dynasty.
How far south their rule extended it is difficult to
say. We know, however, that Memphis fell into
their possession, and a monument of one of their
kings has been found in the Fayyt1m. It would seem,
moreover, that their suzerainty was ackno\.':'.ledged in
Upper Egypt, even if they did not bear personal·
sway there. Manetho, the Egyptian historian, with
all his prejudices against them, is obliged to admit
the Fifteenth and Sixteenth dynasties of Hyksos
Pharaohs as alone legitimate, and even if his
Seventeenth dynasty consists of native Theban
princes, he places beside it another Seventeenth
dynasty of Hyksos kings. That the latter dynasty
was the one which really exercised supreme power
we learn from a papyrus which, though written by
an Egyptian scribe, gives the Theba·n prince the title
merely of hiq or "chieftain," and describes how his
suzerain lord, the Hyksos Apophis, sent messengers to
him, ordering him to worship the god of the foreigner
alone; Thi'! foreign lord who resided at Zoan must
have been feared in Southern Egypt as well as obeyed
·in the N orth. 1
The name of a: Hyksos king has beeti found at Gebelen, south
of Thebes, and the fragments of a Hyksos sphinx have been
discovered still farther south at El-Kab.
1
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Pro£ Erman has shown that Manetho ascribed to
the Hyksos rule the long duration of' 953- ye,ars.1
This included the seven years of anarchy ·which
followed immediately upon their invasion, before they
had as yet chosen their king, Salatis, in whose name
some scholars have seen the Hebrew sha!tidh or
"ruler." It is the word which is used in Genesis xlii.
6, where it is said that "Joseph was the governor
over the land."
I~ was during the reign of Apophis II., of the
Seventeenth Hyksos dynasty, that the war of independence commenced on the part of the Egyptian
people. The princes of Thebes ·carried on a heroic
struggle through at least five generations. Little by
little the foreigner was driven from the lai;ids he had
so long possessed ; first Memphis and· Heliopolis
were recovered for Egypt, then Zoan was captured
and destroyed, and the Hyksos were forced into their
last-remaining fortress of Avaris. But the walls
even of Avaris did not hold out 'long, and .a time
came when Ahmes, the founder of the Eighteenth
dynasty, stormed the city and pursued its defenders
as far as Sherohan, ·midway between Egypt and
Palestine. Sher9han, too, was captured, and according to Manetho the fugitives ·fled northwai-ds, where
they built Jerusalem as a protection against the
Assyrians.
Egypt was at last free from th~," impure" foot of
the hated Hyksos, and the Pharaohs of the Eighteenth
dynasty now waged a war of revenge in Asia itself.
Canaan became an Egyptian province, Northern Syria
was garrisoned with· Egyptian soldiers, and the
1

Zeitscltrl/t fur agyptlsclie Sprache (1880), pp .. 125-127.
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boundaries of the empire were fixed at ~he~ banks of
the Euphrates. But in conquering Asia, the Pharaohs
themselves were conquered. The victories of Thothmes III. prepared the way for the marriage of his
descendants with the royal family of Mitanni and
the return of the Asiatic to power in Egypt in tp.e
reign of Khu-n-Aten.
Such was the story of the Hyksos domination in
the valley of the Nile. It was followed by the most
brilliant epoch in the annals of Egypt, and the
creation of an Egyptian empire. But the empire
lasted barely two centuries. It rose and fell with the
Eighteenth dynasty, and the efforts of a Seti or a
Ramses to revive it proved unavailing.
We are. now in a position for judging how far
the history of Joseph's life is in agreement with
the requirements of secular history. Assuming the
Pharaoh whom he served to have been a Hyksos
prince, can it be said that the narrative in Genesis is
in harmony with the teachings of the monuments?
Is the condition of Egypt as described by them
compatible with the historical character of the
Biblical story ?
To this there can be only one reply. There is
nothing in the monumental evidence which throws
doubt on the general credibility of the Biblical
narrative. On the contrary, the picture presented by
the latter agrees remarkably in general features as
well as in detail with the picture presented by the
monuments. The history of Joseph is as Egyptian
in its colo.uring, and as true to the facts of Egyptian
archa::ology, as the story of the flood and the
campaign of Chedot laomer are Babylonian in origin
4
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and form. If we may speak of a Babylonian and an
Edomite element in Genesis, we may also speak of an.
Egyptian element.
At the same time, this Egyptian element has
assumed a thoroughly Hebraic character. Not only
is the language Hebrew in which the narrative of
Joseph is written, the ideas and point of view which
underlie it are Hebrew as . well. The Egyptian
scenery which it sets before us is seen through
Hebrew eyes.
Egypt and Canaan are as closely united in the
narrative as they were in the days of Khu-n-Aten,
when Canaan was an Egyptian province. The famine
which can be caused in Egypt only by a failure 9f
the waters of the Nile is regarded as spr~ading also
to Canaan, where it would be due to a want of rain.
Here we may see a trace of the age of Khu-n-Aten,
when Canaan was at times dependent upon Egypt
for its corn-as we know to have been the case from
one of the Tel el-Amarna letters-and when consequently a failure of food in the valley of the Nile
would have affected also the Asiatic province. 1
1 Thus Rib-Hadad, the governor of Gebal, says in one of his
despatches (Winckler and Abel, No. 48) to the Egyptian kings
that he had complained : " 'I have no corn : corn to eat I have
none. What is to be done for the m~n my allies ? All their sons,
their daughters and their households have been handed ov.er to
the land of Zarimuta in order to preserve their lives.' Then
the king hears the words of his faithful servant, and sends corn
in ships anc'l p!'eserves his servant and his property, and de, spatches 400 men and 30 convoys of horses as a present to Suta
(Seti, the Egyptian Commissioner), and they will defend the city
for thee. Again since Yankhamti says: 'Thou hast given corn
to Rib-Hadad,' give [corn also] to him [when] thou enterest [the
city] of Tyre.''
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Throughout the narfative it is' Palestine rather than
the kingdom of the Pharaohs which occupies the first
place in the writer's thoughts.
'
But the narrative is not Palestinian in its spii;it,
and there are statements in it which imply that its,
composition could not be earlier than the rise of the
Nineteenth dyn~sty. The land of Goshen is said
" proleptically " to have been " in the land of
Rameses" (Gen. xlvii. I 1), though the latter name
had no existence until it was given to the district by
the Pharaoh Ramses. The rule of Joseph is obeyed
throughout "all the land of Egypt," as it would have
been in the titne which follo.wed the expulsion of the
Hyksos, and th~ fifth part of its produce is accordingly handed ·O\'.er to the Pharaoh as continued to
be the case '<"unto this day." It was only in Northern
Egypt that the minister of a Hyksos ruler could
have thus changed the tenure by which the land was
held. Equally instructive is the statement that
Abel-mizraim "beyond Jordan" derived its name
from "the mourning of the Egyptians" (Gen. 1. I I).
It is true that dbal in Hebrew signifies "to -mourn,"
but the geographical name Abel or Abila, which is
found iti so many parts of Palestine, has a wholly
different 6~rigin, and means simply "meadow-land."
Tlie list given by Thothmcs III. of the places he had
conquered in Canaan shows how many of these
Abels already existed in the country. There is an
Abil in the north near Atar, identified by Mr;
Tomkins with Abila in the Decapolis, an Abil near
"Atar the greater" in the south, an Abil in the
district of Gath, and an Abil in the neighbourhood
of Jericho. The fact that .Canaan had been an
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Egyptian province, and that its towns had been
garrisoned by Egyptian troops would sufficiently
account for the epithet of Mizraim being applied to
one of them. Abel-mizraim, in short, is but an
"Abel of the Egyptians," a testimony to the Egyptian
empire in Palestine in the age ·of the Eighteenth
dynasty.
Even the use of the title Pharaoh indicates at once
the Hebraic character of the history of Joseph, and
the fact that its composition in the form in which we
possess it cannot have been coeval with the events it
records. Pharaoh is the Egyptian Per-~a, .or '!great
house," the title often applied- in the inscriptions to
the ruling monarch, as the title of" Sublime Por~e"
is still often applied to the Sultan of Turkey. But in
native and contemporaneous do~uments the title does
not stand alol1e. Not only the Pharaoh himself, but
his subjects a.lso, employed the personal name that
belonged to him.
An Egyptian might indeed
speak of "the Pharaoh," but it was because he had
already specified by name the Pharaoh to whom he
1'eferred.
It was naturally otherwise in the case of the
foreigner:- Just as the Egyptian inscriptions mention
"the king of Megiddo," "the king of the Hittites,''
"the king of N aharaim," without adding their names,
so the Hebrew who wrote for Hebrews would know
the king of Egypt by his title only. We ourselves
seldom niention the ruler of Turkey by his individual
name ; we prefer to speak of him as the "Sultan" or
"the Porte " ; and among those who are familiar with
the title of the" Shah of Persia," it may be questioned
whether there are many who know. his actual name,
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The individual name of a king is of little interest to a
stranger, however important it may be to those who
draw up leg;;tl documents at home. And if it can be
so readily neglected by the stranger who is a con•
temporary of·its owne~, how much more readily will
it be neglected by him if he lives at some later date.
Jeremiah knew that the Egyptian monarch of his
own day was Pharaoh-Necho; he would have been
content to allude to an earlier one by his title
only.
• The part played by dreams in the history of
Joseph seems Egyptian rather than . Palestinian,
though the prophetic character of dreams was
recognised by all the nations of antiquity, and in
Babylonia the interpretation of them was a regular
branch of science. But among "so pious a people
as the Egyptians," to quote the words of Professor
Wiedemann, "it was only natural" that dreams
should have been regarded as a means of personal
intercourse with the deity. Dreams were thus in
great measure prophetic, like that in which Ra~
Harmakhis appeared to Thothmes IV. when he lay
asleep, wearied with a day of hunting, at the feet of
the sphinx. "Some thousand years later a dream
commanded King Nut-Amon of JEthiopia to m.arch
to Egypt." By sleeping in a temple which was the_
scat of an oracle, it was possible to receive "true
answers" to the questions asked of the god. "The
meaning of the dream was generally made out by the
dreamer himself from the connection in which it
stood. At times, however, recourse was had to special
Jnterpreters of dreams," like Joseph in the narrative
of Genesis, A Greek inscription mentions such .an·
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official in the Serapeum at Memphis. The belief in
these prophetic dreams, in which remedies for sick~
ness were especially looked for, is found in· other
countries as well as Egypt ; but Egypt was its centre,
so that the poet Claudian, in the later days of the
Roman empire, is still able to call prophetic dreams
by the name of " Egyptian." The gods sent these.
dreams if they thought fit, and the people usually
contented themselves with praying for them. If,
however, they were not sent, recourse could be had
to magic, and the gods be thus compelled to bestow
them on the sleeper.1
A comparison, then, of what the Egyptian records
have to tell us with the. later chapters of Genesis
seems to lead to the following results. On the
historical side we have no reason to question the
credibility of the narrative, so far, at any 1~ate, as it
can be tested by oriental archceology. It is in
accordance with the general facts of Egyptian
history; while in mattets · of detail, such as the
shaving' of the head before an audience with
the
/
Pharaoh, (Gen. xli. 14), the connection of the
'' kine " with the river Nile, or the Egyptia11 words
and names which are introduced, it displays a
striking accu1:acy.
On the, literary side it is in its present form
thoroughly Hebraic, though the materials it embodies are of Egyptian origin. But it cannot be
earlier than the age of the Nineteenth dynasty; how
much later it may be, archceology at present offers no
m'eans of deciding. The evidence derived from th~
1

~43·

Wiedemann : "Die Religion. der a~ten A<:gypter," PP· 142;>
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names of Potiphera and Asenath is· hot sufficiently
conclusive to establish the point.
With the death of Joseph we reach the end of
the Book of Genesis. One fact which our archceo~
logical survey of it has brought to light· cannot fail
to strike the reader. It is that a large part of the
book is drawn from literary sources which were
not Palestinian ; while in one place-,-the history of
Melchizedek-it is probable that a Palestinian document was also used. Elsewhere, however, the sources
which we can· detect are Babylonian, Edomite, and
Egyptian, and in the case of the first we can state
with a considerabl.e degree of assurance,.., that they
were employed by Elohist and Jehovist alike. But
where.as i.n the hands of the Elohist they have been
recast, like the Egyptian chapters at the end of the
book, the Jehovist sometimes repeats the actual
words of his literary authorities.
The fact raises the question whether the time has
not arrived for correcting and supplementing the
literary analysis of the Pentateuch by an analysis
based on the archceological evidence. It may yet
turn out that below the documents which the higher
criticism claims to have discovered there is an earlier
stratum of literature which in its origin is partly
Babylonian, partly Egyptian, partly Aramaic, partly
Edomite, and partly Canaanitish. It is this literature
which may after all prove to be the true source of the
Book of Genesis, just as the chronicles of Israel and
Judah, and the writings of the prophets, were the
source of the Books of Kings. The questions both of
age and of authenticity would then assume a wholly
new aspect, and require to be decided UJ:l011 evidenCE'.
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which the archceologist can alone 'supply.. The
period to which the composition of Genesis 'in its.
present shape should be assigned would be no lOnger
of any consequence. We might, if we chose, accept
the old Jewish tradition, which finds expression in the
Second Book of Esdras,1 and regard Ezra· as its
author; but our views as to the character and
authority of the work would be in no way affected.
It is not the work as a whole, but the elements of
which it is composed, which are of importance in the
eyes of the historian. If the archceologist can show
that these elements are ancient and genuine,~ and
that the statements contained in them are historically
trustworthy, the historian has secured all that 1).e
requires. The Book of Genesis will take 1;ank by the
side of the other monuments of the past as a record
of events which have actually happened and been
handed down by credible men. It will cease to be
a mere literary plaything, to be sliced and fitted
together again according to the dictates of modern
philology, and will become a collection of ancient
documents which have all the value of contem~
poraneous testimony.
We have seen that in many instances oriental
discovery has shown that such documents actually
exist in it, and that the statements they contain are
as worthy of belief as the inscriptions of Babylonia
or Egypt. It has further shown that the age of these
documents can be approximately fixed by a comparison of the statements contained in them with the
monuments of the past which modern research has
restored to us, and that the results are not always in
I J<iV. 2 I S(/fl•
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accordance with the conclusions. and assumptions of
the "higher criticism." What has been achieved
already is. an earnest of what will be achieved hereafter, when the buried cities and tombs of the East
have all been made to deliver up their dead. We
cannot expect to find everything verified, but the
historian will be content if it is permitted him to
turn with the same confidence to the Books of Moses
as he does to Thukydides or Tacitus.

CHAPTER V.
THE EGYPTIAN TUTELAGE OF ISRAEL.

THE Book of Genesis has left us in Egypt ; the
Book of Exodus still finds us there. Exodus, in fact,
is emphatically the Egyptian portion of the -Old
Testament. The larger part of the history contained
in it has for its stage the valley of the Nile, and eve1:i
when the wilderness ·has been reached, an.cl the law
is promulgated from the summit of Mount Sinai, it
is still Egypt to which the narrative looks back. In
the first half of the book Egypt is the foreground of
the story, in the second half it is the background.
The Israelites have multiplied and filled the land.
The context shows that .it is the lane! of Goshen
which is referred to, not the land of Egypt as a. whole.
The determination of the geographical position of
this land of Goshen has been the work of the Egypt
Exploration Fund. The excavations carried on in
the Delta at the expense of the Fund, and the
skill of Mr. Naville in rea"ding the evidence of the
inscriptions brought to light by them, have at last
enabled us to fix with some degree of certainty
the limits of the district occupied by the children
of Israel. Goshen has ceased to be the property of
fanciful theorists and has passed into the possession
of the scientific map-maker,
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It was in 1885 that Mr. NaviHe made the excavations for. the Fund which have chiefly led tO 'this
result. 1 They were made at a place now called Saft
el-Henneh, about six miles to the east of Zagazig.
Here hieroglyphic monuments were found from which
the explorer learned what was the old name of the
place. While its religious title was Pi-So pd "the
house of the god Sopd," from whence the modern
Saft is descended, in the language of every-day life
it was known as Kosem~ Kosem in 'later times was
abbreviated irito Kos, and with the prefix Pi or
"house'' became the Phakusa of classical geography.
,A century ago a Dutch scholar, Van dei· Hardt, had
already suggested that Phakusa and Goshen embodied
the satne name.
,
In the hieroglyphic texts Kosem denotes not only
Saft el-Henneh, the metropolis of the name, but also
the district in which the metropolis· stood. This
extended from Zagazig ori the west to Tel el-Kebir on
the east, and from. a little north of the railway between
Zagazig and Ismaillyeh to Belbeis in the south. Here
then must have been the land of Goshen in which the
Israelites were settled.
In the age of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth
Egyptian dynasties this district was still comprised in
the no me of I-Ieliopolis or On, which thus stretched from
the neighbourhood of Cairo almost as far as the Suez
Canal. At a later date new nomes were carved out
of the older ones, and the land of Kosem or Goshen
was separated from the City of On. Bubastis, the
1 " Goshen and the Shrine of Saft el-Henneh," by Edouard
Naville. Fourth Memoir of the Egypt Exploration Fund

(1887).

'

'

236

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

mounds of which lie close to the modern town of
Zagazig, became a capital of one nome, while another
took its name from the adjacent desert of Arabia.
In this Arabian nome the district of Kosem was
included.
The translators of the Septuagint version o( the
Old Testament were still acquainted with the position
of Goshen, and so too were the writers and ,travellers
of a yet later age. In the Septuagint the name is
written as it is in the hieroglyphic inscriptions,
Gesem, and it is added that it was in the nome of
"Arabia." The same spelling and the same statement recur in the Coptic translation of the Bible;,
and the narrative of a pilgrimage made by a Christian .
lady (Silvia of Aquitaine) in the fourth century,
which has recently been discovered at A'rezzo in
Italy, bears testimony to the same fact. The pilgrims,
we are told, wished to go from Clysma near Suez to
"the land of Gesse, that is to the city which is called
Arabia." 1 It was not until the Mohammedan invasion
of Egypt that the site of Goshen seems to have·been
forgotten.
There appears to have been a good reason why the
land of Goshen remained dependent on the distant
_city of On up t© the time of the Exodus. An Egyptian
document which was written at that period, in speaking of the region about Pi-Bailos, the modern Belbeis,
states that "the country around is not cultivated, but
left as pasture for cattle, because of the strangers. It
was abandoned since the time of the ancestors." As
1 Gamurrini : " I Mysteri e gl' Inni di San I!ario eel una
Peregrinazione ai Luoghi Santi nel quarto Secolo; "and N<1yille;
I' Goshen," p, 17,
,
.
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Mr. Naville remarks, there seems here to be a reference
to its occupation by the Israelites ; at any rate the
passage proves that the district was used for pasturage
and not for cultivation, and that consequently it had
been in the hands of the nomadic Semitic shepherds
from Asia. Jacob and his family brought with them
into Egypt "their flocks and their herds" ; their
''trade had been about cattle from their youth," and
accordingly they dwelt" in the lat:Jd of Goshen." It
was only after the Exodus that Egyptian fellahin
settled in Goshen, and grew corn in its fertile
fields.
When the Exodus can have happened has at last
been settled by Egyptological research. There is only
one period in Egyptian history when it could have
taken place, and the histo1'.y of this period which has
been recovered from the native monuments is in
striking harmony with the requirements of the
Scriptural narrative. Though we cannot find the
name of " Hebrew" or " Israelite" .in the Egyptian
texts, we have found the! Pharaoh of the Oppression
and the Pharaoh of the Exodus.
"There arose up a new king over Egypt which
knew. not Joseph." Th~ Tel el-Amarna tablets, as
we~ have seen, have at last thrown a-_flood of light
on this statement. It was not the founder of the
Eighteenth dynasty, as had been imagined, but the
founder of the Nineteenth, who represented a national
reaction against the domination of the Semitic stranger
and his religion. Under the later kings of the Eighteenth dynasty Egypt had passed more and more into
the hands of its subjects from the provinces of Canaan
and Syria. The court had _become Asiatk, the
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country was governed by foreigners or by Egyptians
who had adopted a foreign creed, the old capital had
been forsaken by the Pharaoh, and a crusade had
been carried on against the national faith. The death
of Khu-n-Aten and the destruction of his capital
marked the beginning of a new order of things. .The
movement which led to the rise of the Nineteenth
dynasty resembled the movement of Arabi in our
own day. But unlike the movement of Arabi it was
successful. The supremacy of the stranger was over•
thrown, and the old religion of Egypt was restored to
its former place of honour. A Canaanite like Dudu
could no longer stand next to the monarch, and
be addressed in language similar to that which was .
addressed to the Pharaoh himself.
Joseph had been forgotten, and for the 'Asiatics
who still lingered in Egypt the day of reckoning had
arrived. ,Heavy burdens were imposed _upon them ;
their free nomadic life was past, and they were reduced
to the condition of state slavery. The edict went
forth that their male children should be destroyed ;
only in this way could they be prevented from again
multiplying in the land.
As public slaves they were employed in making
bricks and' building cities for the Pharaoh. Pithom
and Raamses were the two cities which were ·the
fruits of Israelitish labour. The name of Raamses
indicates the date to which the narrative refers. The
first Pharaoh who bore the name was Ramses I., the
leader of the Nineteenth dynasty. But his reign was
brief and unimportant, and it must have been his
grandson Ramses II., the Sesostris of Greek legend,
under whom the city was founded. Ramses
was

n.
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emphatically the. building Pharaoh of Egypt. During
his long reign of sixty-seven years the country was
covered with hi~ buildings from one end of it to the
other. It is' difficult to find a place, howeve1: remote
and obscure, where he has not founded, restored or
usurped the monuments of his predecessors. The
towns of the Delta were specially indebted to him.
Zoan rose from its ruins and became a favourite
residence of the Egyptian king. Bubastis, on the
western edge of Goshen, was adorned with his monuments, and at Saft el-Henneh itself Mr. Naville
has found the fragments of a huge statue of the
king.
The site of the city of Ramses, which gave its
name to ",the land of Rameses" (Gen. xlvii. II), has
not yet been discovered. But there are allusions to
Pi-Ramses "the house of Ramses" in the hieroglyphic
texts, and at least two places of the name existed in
the Delta. One of them seems to have been near
Zoan, the other is mentioned in the great papyrus of
Ramses II I., who calls it Pi-Ramses-Meri-Amon, "the
house of Ramses II." As it is named in the papyrns
between Pi-Bailos and Athribis, the present Benha,
it could not have been far distant from Goshen. This
agrees with the statement of Exodus (xiii. 37) that
when the Israelites fled from Egypt they started
from " Raamses."
If the discovery of the site of the city· of Ramses
still awaits the explorer, this is not the case as regards
Pithom. One of the first achievements of the Egyph
tian Exploration Fund was the disinterment of this
monument of Israelitish toil. Mr. Naville was the
fortunate discoverer, but he was led to its site by a

r
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passage on a monument found during the construction
of the Suez Canal.1
..
.
A few miles to the south-west of Ismaillyeh and·
on the southern side of the railway line are some
ancient mounds called Tel el-Maskhutah "the Mound
of the Image." Here Mr. Naville excavated and
brought to light a number qf inscriptions which have
settled the history and geography of the place. It
is the site of a town which was built by Ramses. II.,
and dedicated to Tum, the setting sun, in consequence
of which it received the sacred name of Pi-Tum or
Pithom "the house of Tum." The civil name of the
city was Thuku or Thuket, derived from the name
of the district in which it was situated and which was
called by the same name. Brugsch long ago pointed
out that Thuku or Thuket is the Biblical' Succoth,
which has been assimilated to a Hebrew word mean·
ing "booths." Succoth, it will be rem~mbered, was
the first stage in the exodus of the Israelites, at which
they arrived after leaving "Raamses" (Exod. xiii. 37).
Among the papyri preserved in the British Museum
is a letter to the king from a scribe written in the eighth
year of Meneptah I I., the son and successor of Ramses
II., and consequently the Pharaoh of the Exodus. It
throws light not only on the geographical situation
of Pithom, but also on the relations of the Egyptian
government with the Shasu, or Bedawin kinsfolk of the
Israelites, whose tribes asked permission from time to
time to feed their flocks within the eastern borders
of Egypt. The letter is as follows" Another matter for the satisfaction of my master's
1 "The Store-city of Pithom and the Route of the Exodus," by
Edouard Naville. Egypt Exploration Fund (1885).
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heart. We have allowed the tribes of the Shasu from
the land of .Edom to pass the fortress of Meneptah
in the land of Thuku (and go) to the lakes of Pithom
of Meneptah in the land of Thuku, in order to feed
themselves and to feed their herds on the great estate
of Pharaoh, the beneficent Sun of all countries. In
the year 8." 1
Another papyrus-letter now in the British Museum,~
which is dated in the twenty-third year of Ramses II.,
alludes to "the fortress of Ramses Meri-'Amon, which is
in the country of Zar." Zar "the desert-plain" lay on
the eastern frontier of Egypt, and the city of Zar was
held by a garrison which defended Egypt from attacks
on the side of Asia. If we place Zar at Kantarah,
midway between Port Said and Ismaillyeh, the district attached to it would have adjoined Thuku.
This, however, is a matter to which we .shall have
to return presently. The chief fact which concerns
us just now is that the two cities built by the
Israelites in Egypt have been shown, the one by the
name, the other by inscriptions, to have been founded
during the reign of Ramses II. He, therefore, must
have been the Pharaoh of the Oppression.
The conclusion is supported by other evidence.
The Tel el-Amarna tablets have made it clear that
we must find "the new king which knew not Joseph"
in the Pharaohs of the Nineteenth dynasty. They
have further made it clear that Cana.an could not
have_ been invaded by-the Israelites until after the
fall of the Eighteenth dynasty. When Khu-n-Aten
1 See Brugsch : ·"Egypt under the Pharaohs," Engl. transl.,
2nd edit., ii. p. 133.
2 " Select Papyri," Pt. cxviii.
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died, it was still an Egyptian province, gardsoned by
'.Egyptian troops, and administered by Egyptian gov~
ernors. Among the tablets are letters from. ~achish
which, we are told in the Book of Joshua, was one of
the first of the Hebrew conquests in .Palestine, while
the whole of the hill-country of what was afterwards
Judah as well as that of which Shechem became the
capital was subject to Egyptian authority.
The fragmentary annals of Ramses II. make it
·~qually clear that Canaan in his time also was not
yet Israelite. Time after time his armies marched
through it to oppose the Hittites, and the Pharaoh
erected monuments of himself at the mouth of the
Dog River near Beyrout in the second and the seventh
years of his, reign. In the eighth year qf his reign
the interior of the country was overrun. Not only
was Ashkelon taken on the sea-coast, but also Shalam
or Jerusalem, Merom and Tabor in the inland parts
of Palestine. There is still no sign that the Israelite
is as yet in the land.
The reign of Ramses II. had the long duration of
sixty~seven years. The date of his death has recently
been fixed 'by Dr. Mahler upon astronomical grounds
in I 28 I B.C. He was succeeded by Meneptah, the fourteenth of his sixty sons. The heritage was a stormy
one, and Meneptah's reign was troubled by foreign
invasion. Egypt was assailed by a great confederacy
of Libyan tribes, who had allied themselves with ''the
peoples of the north." Among the latter Sicilians,
S~rdinians and Akhceans appear for the first time on
the Egyptian monuments. 1 The invaders were de1 The "Serdani" or Sardinians, however, ·are mentioned in
two of the Tel el-Amarna letters from Phcenicia, as already
employed as mercenaries in the Egyptian service, ·
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feated in a decisive battle fought, in.the fifth yeat of
the king's reign, and from this time forward Meneptah
seems to have lived in peace, Gaza was still an
Egyptian possession, and copies of despatches exist
which were despatched from it to Tyre and other
cities on the Phcenician coast. With the Hittites
also peaceful relations were maintained, and we hear
of corn having been sent, to them by the Pharaoh in
a time offamine.
Notice has already been taken of the permission
which vvas granted to some Edomite shepherds to
settle in the pasture-lands of the eastern Delta during
Meneptah's reign. But beyond this we know little
about the events which marked the latter years of
the Pharaoh's life. His reign does not se~m to have
been a very long one, although a hymn to the Nile 1
speaks of his dying in a good old age. His tomb is
in the Valley of the Tombs of the Kings at Thebes,
and is one of those which were visited by Greek
tourists in the days of Diodoros.
Meneptah's successor 'was his son Seti II. To his
reign belongs an official letter, a copy of which has
happily been preserved. Dr. Brugsch's. translation of
it is as follows" I set out from the, hall of the royal palace on the
9th day of the month Epiphi, in the evening, after
the two servants. I arrived at the fortress of Thuku
on the roth of Epiphi. I was informed that the men
,had resolved to take their way towards the south.
On the 12th I reached the fortress. There I was
informed that grooms, who had come from the
1

Translated in the "Records of the Past," First Series, iv.

p. 49.
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neighbourhood ... , [had reported] that the fugitives
had already passed the wall to the north ,of the.
Migdal of King Seti Meneptah."
The letter offers a curious commentary on the
narrative of the Exodus. We are carried by it into
the same historical and geographical atmosphere, as
it were, as that of the Pentateuch. The route and its
successive stages are precisely what they were when
the Israelites fled from their "house of bondage" ;
Thuku, or Succoth, Migdal, and the great wall or
"Shur," belong to the geography of the Exodus ;
they belong also to the geography of the Nineteenth
Egyptian dynasty.
Seti II. was buried by the side of his father in. a
sumptuous sepulchre in the Valley of the Tombs of
the Kings. His death was followed by internal and
external war. Rival kings arose at Thebes, famine
oppressed the people, and Egypt fell once more
under foreign dominion. Ramses III. tells us that
" the people of Egypt lived in banishment abroad.
. .. . The land of Egypt. belonged to princes from
foreign parts. They slew one another, whether noble
or mean . . . Arisu, a Phcenician, had raised himself
among them to be a prince, and he compelled all the
people to pay him tribute. . . . So passed away
long years until other times came." 1 It was then
that Set-ne\<:ht, the father of Ramses III., and founder
of the Twentieth dynasty, again drove away the
foreigner and united the kingdom under his sway.
If Ramses II. is the Pharaoh of the Oppression,
either Meneptah or Seti II. must be the Pharaoh of
1 Brugsch : " Egypt under the Pharaohs," Engl.' transl., 2nd
edit., ii. p. 143. ·
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the Exodus. The choice of the Egyptologists has
fallen on Meneptah, partly in order to lengthen the
period of the judges in Israel, partly because of the
magnificence of the tomb of Seti. But it must be
remembered that the narrative in Exodus does not
assert that the Pharaoh was drowned in the passage
of the sea, while the fact that he was regarded as an
impious oppressor by the Israelites does not prove
that he was regarded in the same light by the
Egyptians themselves. In their eyes, at all events, his
attempt to bring back the runaway slaves of the
s'tate was in no way more reprehensible than the
attempt to bring back the two runaway servants
described in the letter which has been quoted above.
Egyptian tradition, however, clearly pointed to
Meneptah as the Pharaoh in whose reign the Exodus
took place. Josephus calls him Amenephthes (the
son of Ramses II.), a name which has been corrupted
into Palmanothes by Artapanos (as quoted by
Eusebius). 1 Josephus has further preserved the
Egyptian version of the event from the pages of
Manetho, the Egyptian historian. 2 The story ran
thus. The Pharaoh, Amenophis, desired to see the
gods as his predecessor, Oros, had already done.
Thereupon he was advised by the seer, Amenophis, the
son of Paapis, to clear the land of the leprous and
impure. He acted upon the advice, and collected
80,000 perso'ns from all parts of Egypt, whom he se·par"Prreparatio .Evangelica," ix. 27.
Josephus, cont. Ap. i.26. · Amenophis, son of Paapis, belongs
to history. He is Amenophis, son of Hapi, who erected the
colossal statues of " Memnon " at Thebes, as well as a temple
at Deir elcMediI1eh, in the reign of Amenophis III. Chaoremon,
however, makes the name Phritiphantes.
·
1

2
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ated from the other inhabitants of the country, and
condemned to work in the quarries on the eastern side
of the Nile. Among them, unfortunately for the
king, were some priests. When the seer came to
hear of the sacrilege that had been committed against
their persons, he prophesied that the impure people
would find allies and with their help govern Egypt
for thirteen years. Not daring to tell the king of
this, he put it in writing, and then took away his own
life. After a time the impure workers in the quarries
asked the Pharaoh for A varis, the old fortress of the
Hyksos, which lay desolate and uninhabited. He
granted their request, but they had no sooner settled
in Avaris than they rose in rebellion, and chose as
their leader, Osarsiph, a priest of On. He gave them
new laws, forbidding them, among other things, to
revere the sacred animals, and set them to rebuild
the walls of Avaris. He then sent to the descendants
of the Hyksos, who lived at Jerusalem, begging for
their assistance. 'A force of 200,000 men was accordingly despatched to Avaris, and the invasion of Egypt
decided upon. Amenophis retired before the invaders,
after ordering the images of the gods to be concealed,
and sending to a friend his son Sethos, who was at
the time only five years old. This Sethos was also
called Ramesses, after the name of his grandfather,
Rhampses.
Amenophis carried the sacred bull Apis and other
holy animals away with him in his flight. They were
plated on board the fleet, which sailed up the Nile
into Ethiopia. Here Amenophis remained for the
destined thirteen years, while Osarsiph, who had taken
the name of Moses, together with his allies from
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Jcrusalem, committed innumerable atrocities. Towns
and villages were reduced to ashes, the, temples
plundered, the sacred animals killed, and the priests
massacred. At last,· however, Amen&phis and his
son Ramesses returned, each at the head of an army;
the enemy were utterly defeated and pursued to the
frontiers of Syria.
We know from the dynastic tables of Manetho that
Rhampses is the Ramses II. of the monuments, while
Sethos-Ramesses, called Ramesses in the tables, is the
Seti II. of the native texts, the son and successor of
Meneptah. Amen&phis therefore must be Meneptah,
who appears under the name of Amenephthes in the
"list of dynasties. As for Osarsiph, the name is a
compound of the Egyptian Osar or Osiris, and the
second syllable in the name of Joseph. In the Psalms
(lxxxi. 6) the latter name is written as though it were
a compound of Yahveh and a word seph, and it is this
view of its origin which has been adopted in the
Egyptian legend where the Hebrew God is identified
with Osiris. It may be added that the term "impure"
is merely a Greek translation of a common epithet
applied to fore~gners in the hieroglyphic inscriptions.
The legend has combined a memory of the great
invasion which was shatten;d by Meneptah in the
fifth year of his reign with that of the Israelitish
Exodus. The Hyksos and .the person of Joseph
have further been introduced into it from a distant
past. But it is of value, as indicating on the one
hand that the flight of the Israelites was not altogether
forgotten in Egypt, and on the other hand that the
event was assigned to the reign of Meneptah. We
may therefore acquiesce in the general opinion of
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scholars which sees in the immediate successor of
Ramses II. the Pharaoh' of the Exodus.
Surprise has so.metimes been expressed that no
allusion to ·the Israelites has been found on the
Egyptian monuments. The fict is, however, by no
means strange. In the eyes of their Egyptian contemporaries the Israelites were but one of many
Shasu or Bedawin tribes who had settled in the
pasture-lands of the eastern Delta. Their numbers
were comparatively insignificant, their social standing
obscure. They were doubtless as much despised and
avoided by the Egyptians of their day as -similar
Bedawin tribes :are by the Egyptians, of the present
time. They lived apart from the natives of the
country, and the occupation they pursued was re•
garded as fit only for the outcasts of mankind. Such
political influence as they had, they possessed only
in so far as they were confounded with the other
Semitic foreigners who were settled in Egypt. It
was these-the" mixed multitude" of Exod. xii. 38-'
who seemed dangerous to the Egyptian politicians ;
the Israelites by themselves were as harmless and
insignificant as the Bedawin whose tents are seen by
the modern traveller among the gardens of Ramleb.
Centuries had 'passed since the age of Joseph ; the
new king of Egypt and his people knew nothing of
him; and the family to which Joseph had belonged
had become rrierely one of the numerous Bedawin
tribes who were allowed to feed their flocks in the
waste~lands of the country. They had suffered from
the reaction against Semitic supremacy which had
characterised the rise of the Nineteenth dynasty, but
they had suffered in common with their other Asiatic
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kinsfolk who still remained in the land o.fthe Pharaohs.
We are not to. suppose that the Israelites only were
general
oppressed ; . the oppression was part of
scheme for breaking down the free spirit of the
Bedawin, and reducing them to the condition of public
slaves. Those who know modern Egypt and the
difficulty experienced by the police in dealing with
the Bedawin of to-day will feel some sympathy with
the policy of Ramses and his dynasty.
The . Exodus itself is not an event which need
surprise a student of Egyptian history. Indeed a
similar migration of Bedawin tribes from the very
district occupied by the Israelites has been witnessed
in our own days. Yakub Artin Pasha has told me
that his father-in-law, the famous Hekekyan Bey,
always maintained that he had seen with his own
eyes the Israelites departing out of Egypt. Mohammed
Ali wished to introduce the manufacture of silk into
the country over which he ruled, and accordingly
planted the Wadi Tumilat, the Goshen of the Bible,
with mulberry-trees, and attracted to it, not only
Syrians from Damascus, but also large bodies of
. Bedawi11. Arabs from the Nejd and Babylonia,
to whom he promised fertile pasture-grounds and
immunity from taxation and the liability to serve in
the army. For many years the new population
inhabited the Wadi, cultivating the mulberry·trees
and spinning silk. After the death of Mohammed
Ali, however, an attempt was made to subject them
to the ordinary burdens of taxation and conscription.
A protest was naturally raised by the Bedawin settlers,
to which, however, no attention was paid. Thereupon
bne night the whole population moved away, along

a
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with their herds and flocks, leaving their houses
standing open and deserted. They made their way'
back to their kinsfolk to the east of Egypt, and the
Wadi fell into the state of desolation in which it
was found by M. de Lesseps when he excavated the
Freshwater Canal.
If the date to which the Exodus must be assigned
has been the subject of much controversy, the route
followed by the Israelites in their departure out of
Egypt has been the subject of much more. The
abundance of geographical details furnished by the
Book of Exodus has itself been the cause of per:
plexity. The excavations and researches of recent
years, however, have at last begun to throw light qn
the perplexing question. Little by littl~ we have
recovered the geography of the Delta in the age of
Moses, and are at last beginning to trace the march
of the Hebrews in their flight from Egypt. It is
true many point~ still remain doubtf~l, and upon
thes.e discussion is still possible ; but more points
have been finally cleared up, and the main outlines·
of the ancient map of the Delta can now be filled in.
The discovery of Pithom has given us a fixed point
from which to start. So also has the settlement of
the situation of Goshen and the identification of
Succoth with the Thuku of the monuments. Up to
this point the route of the Israelites is pretty clear.
It followed the canal excavated by Ramses II., which
united the Red Sea with the Nile, and watered the
Wadi Tumilat. The canal is represented by the
Freshwater Canal of to-day.
When Succoth was left the Israelites still found
themselves within the line of fortification which
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guarded Egypt on the east, and was known as the
Shur or" \!Vall" to the Semitic peoples. Two main
roads led through it to Palestine. One passed by
Zar, in the neighbourhood, probably, of the modern
Kantarah, and after proceeding northward to Pelusium
ran along the coast of the Meditl"!rranean to Gaza
and the other cities of the Philistines. It is this road
which is called "the way of the land of the Philistines" (Exod. xiii. 17); but it was not the road by
which the Israelites were led.
Zar is a Semitic word, identical with the Babylonian
;::;;eru to wltich reference has already been made. It
signified "a plain " or "plateau," and was thus applied not only to the great alluvial plain of Babylonia,
but also .to the plain of~ the desert. fo the Tel
el-Amarna tablets the land of Bashan is called ZiriBasana, " the field of Bashan," and the same name
iS found in an Egyptian text discovered at Abydos,
which tells us that the prime minister of the first year
of Meneptah's reign was a native of "Zar-Basana." 1
Similarly in the list of places in Northern Syria, the
conquest of which is recorded by Thothmes III. on
the walls of Karnak, we meet with Pa-Zaru or "the
plain." 2
Zar is thus the equivalent of the Hebrew mz'dhbdr
or "d~sert." .Now an Egyptian report already quoted
speaks of" the. foitress of Ramses Meri-Amon which
is in the district of Zar." The word rendered fortress
1 Mariette : "Abydos," p. 42r. The" prime minister's" native
name was Ben-Azna or .Ben-Mazna, which he exchanged for the
Egyptian Ramses-Pi-Ra. His father's name was Yau "the
great."
2

Nq. 154.
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is Khetem or Khetmu, which seems to have been
originally)orrowed by the Egyptians from a Semitic
language. However this may be, it has sufficient
resemblance to the Etham of Exodus (xiii. 20) and
Numbers (xxxiii. 6-8) to make it probable that
Brugsch is right in identifying the 'two. The Khetem
or fortress stood on the edge of the wilderness-on
the edge of the district of Zar as the Egyptians
would have called it-and prevented the marauders
of the desert from entering the fertile lands of the
Delta.
But" the fortress of Ramses I I." was not the only
Khetem which blocked the way from Asia into Egypt.
The letter written in the reign of Seti II. describing
the pursuit of the slaves refers to two Khetems, one
of them being" the fortress of Thuku,'' while the other
may be that of Ramses Meri-Amon.
It is possible that ''the Khetem of Thuku" is the
Etham of the- Pentateuch. Whether or not this is
the case, the situation of the two places could not
have been far apart. The people had made their
way from Succoth to "the edge of foe wilderness";
they had i·eached the spot where the Egyptian forti·
ii.cation lay across their path, and the fortress of Zar,
" the desert-plain," protected the road to the land of
the Philistines. But at this point the order was given
that they should "turn," lest they should "repent
when they saw war."
The next stage in the journey is described with
great minuteness of detail. The camp was pitched
"before Pi-hahii·oth, between Migdol and the sea, over
against Baal-zephon." Here the fugitives were instructed to" encamp by the sea. For Pharaoh will say
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of the children· of Israel, They are entangled in the
land, the wilderness hath shut them in." The last
words are usually supposed to refer to the position in
which the Israelites found themselves in their encampment by the sea. But in this case it would rather
have been "the sea" than "the wilderness " which
enclosed them, since their. escape from the pursuing
army of Egypt was subsequently made through "the
midst of the sea." The words of the Pharaoh therefore must be the reason he assigned for th.e sudden
change made by the Israelites in the direction of
their flight.· They might have passed into the
wilderness by the high-road which led through Zar ;
the Egyptian officers who guarded the wall had
received .instructions to allow them to leave the house
of their bondage ; but instead of taking advantage of
their opportunity they had shifted the line of march
and were still on the Egyptian side of the great
Wall. The wilderness had "shut them in"; when
they looked out upon the desert region which lay
beyond the fertile fields of the country they were
leaving, their hearts failed them and they turned
back. Such seemed to the Egyptian king the
natural explanation of the conduct of his fugitive
slaves.
Where was this "sea" by the side of ''"hich · the
Israelites pitched their camp? The answer is hard
to give1 in spite of the precision of geographical detail
with which its position is defined. Mr. Naville would
identify Pi-hahiroth ("the mouth of the canal"?) with
Pi-Qerhet "the Ho.use of the goddess Qerhet," the
name of a sanctuary in or near Pithom. But the
identification is philologically impossible. On the
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other hand 1 the Migdol or "Tower" of Egypt, which
was upon the eastern frontier of the kipgdom, is said
by the classical geographers to have been only twelve
miles from Pelusium, and the references to it in Eze. kiel (xxix. ro, xxx. 6) agree with the position they
assign to it, There must, howeyer, have been· a
second Migdol or "Tower." This is evident from the
letter which relates to the pursuit of the two slaves.
Here" the Migdol of King Seti Meneptah" is stated
to be on the east side of the great wall, southward of
"the Khetem of Thuku."
Similar evidence to that of the letter is borne by
the Septuagint translation of the Old Testament,
made, it must be remembered, by .Jews living in
Egypt. Instead of Pi-hahiroth' the Sep~uagint has
" the farmstead," a reading which is followed by the
Coptic. version. Now the Edomites who were permitted to enter :Egypt in the eighth year of Meneptah's reign wished to settle in "the great ahu" or
"farmstead " of ~he Pharaoh, and this was either in
the land of Thuku or in its immediate vicinity. , .
The name of Baal-zephon "Baal of the north" is
of Phcenieian origin. It implies the existence of a
Phcenician sanctuary, where the god of the north
wind was propitiated by Phcenician sailors. It must
therefore have been situated in a locality which was
visited by the ships and merchants of Phcenicia, and
so probably was on the sea-coast. \Ve learn from the
Assyrian inscriptions that there was another Baalzephon on the shores of Syria, high on the summit of
Mount Kasios, and some colour. is thus given to the
theory of Drugsch, which localises the Baal-zephon
of Egypt in the Kasios that jutted out into the
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Mediterranean, midway between Pelusium and ElAr!sh. But this would have been on that very "way
of.the Philistines" which the Israelites were forbidden
to follow. Moreover, it is expressly stated that in
place of this way .of the Philistines, "God led the
people about by the way of the wilderness of the
Yarn St1ph" (Exod. xiii. 18).
If we turn to the list of the stages in the march of
the Israelites recorded in the thirty-third chapter of
Numbers, we find that after leaving Etharn.the people
"turned again·tfnto Pi-hahiroth, which is before Baalzephon : ·and they pitched before Migdol. And they
departed from before Pi-hahiroth, and passed through
the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and went
three days' journey in the wilderness of Etharn, and
pitched in Marah." From Marah they went to Elirn,
and there encamped "by the Yam SC1ph." This
statement is in strict accordance with that of Exodus.
Instead of marching along the road which led to the
land of the Philistines, the Israelites marched along
that which led to the wilderness of the Yam SC1ph.
In the one case the Philistine cities of Southern
Palestine would have, been their destination; in the
other ca~e it was the Yarn Suph.
It 11ow becomes necessary to determine what the
Hebrew writers .meant by the term Yam St1ph. It
is rendered" the Red Sea" in the Authorised Version ;
but the authority for this rendering does not go back
1
b eyond the Septuagint translators, with whom the
''Red Sea" denoted the whole of the sea which
washed the coasts of Arabia. This was the common
meaning of the term in the classical age; the Indian
Ocean, the Persian Gulf, the modern Red Sea with
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its two Gulfs of Suez and Aqabah, were all alike
included under it. In the Hebrew Scriptures, however, the expression Yam Si'.'tph has a much narrower
and more definite signification, which is clearly explained to us in more than one passage. In the First
Book of Kings (ix. 26) we are told that Solomon
"made a navy of ships in Ezion-geber, which is beside
Eloth, on the shore of the Yam St1ph, in the land of
Edom." We know where Ezion-geber and Elath
were, at the northern extremity of the Gulf of
Aqabah, and we also know that the kingdom of
Edom extended thus far. The Yam St1ph, which
washed its shores, and upon which l;':lath and Eziongeber were built, must consequently have been tbe
modern Gulf of Aqabah.
Equally explicit is the evidence contained in the
Pentateuch. After the capture of Arad or Hormah
_ in the extreme south of Canaan, the Israelites marched
"from mount Hor by the way of Yam Suph, in
order to compass the land of Edom" (Numb. xxi. 4).
A passage through Edom had been refused to them,
and their only means of reaching the land of Moab
and the eastern side of the Dead Sea was to proceed
southward from Hor to the head of the Gulf of
Aqabah, and from thence to march northward again
along the eastern frontier of Edom, There was but
one sea "-by the way" of which they could have gone,
and that was the Gulf of Aqabah.
, The town of Suph from which the Yam or "Sea"
took its name seems to be mentioned in Deuteronomy
(i. 1). This, too, was in the land of Edoin, on the
eastetn side of the Jordan, and apparently not far
from Kadesh-barnea. There could have been no
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other arm of the sea, except the Gulf of Aqabah, to
which it could have been near.
It is plain, therefore, that "the sea" crossed by the
Israelites at the Egyptian frontier, and the Yam St1ph,
which they subsequently reached, cannot have been
one and the same. It was, in fact, as the Book of
Numbers expressly informs us, more than three days'
journey distant from "the sea" where the destruction
of the Egyptian army took place. The distance
agrees with that of the Gulf of Aqabah from the Gulf
of Suez.
But now we are confronted with another fact. In
the middle of the narrative which describes the
exodus of the Israelites, an . old poem has been inserted, and in this, as well as in the note at the end
of it (Exod. -xv. 22), the sea crossed by the Israelites
is identified with the Yam Suph. The identification
is in flat contradiction with the geography of the rest
of the narrative, as well as with that of the list of
stations given in the Book of Numb~rs. It can only
be explained by the assumption that the Song of
triumph over the, destruction of the Egyptians has a
different origin from the rest of the narrative, and that
its geography accordingly is also different. While
the geography of the narrative is Egyptian, the
geography of the song is Edomite,.
Dr. Neubauer has pointed out that the Song contains a curious piece of Edomitish colouring. Reference is made in it to the ali'tphim or "dukes" of
Edom. The word, as we learn from the thirty-sixth
chapter of Genesis, was used in Edom in this technical
sense. The chieftains who governed the wild tribes
of Mount Seir before they were united into a mons
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archy were called a!z1p!iim in the language of the
Edomites. The use of the term in the Song thus
suggests on the orie side that the poem had its
origin in the land of Edom rather than in the
land of Canaan, and that on the other side it
went back to a period when the Edomites were
not as yet governed by kings. This historical re·
ference, as well as the identification of the sea
crnssed by the Israelites with the sea which washed
the southern coast of Edom, seems to indicate
that Edom was the couptry in which the poem was
composed.
We know that Egypt in its flourishing days claimed
supremacy as far as the borders of Edom, and that
its armies marched at times to the frontiers of Mount
Seir. Seti I., the father of Ramses II., began his
reign by subduing the Shasu or Bedawin "from the
Khetern, which is in the district . of Zar, as far as
Kana'an." The latter place has been very happily
identified by Major Conder with Khurbet el·Kan'an,
six miles south of Hebron. The earlier chapters .of
Chronicles, teach us that the district about Hebron '
was occupied in later days by the Edornite tribe of
Kenizzites.
The last conquering Pharaoh of the native race,
Ramses III., was also the first, it would appear, to
penetrate into the fortresses of the Edomite tribes.
In one of his inscriptions he says : "I smote the
inhabitants of Seir who belong to the tribes of the
· Shasu, and plundered their tents." This must have
been shor't!y before the settlement of the Israelites in
Canaan. Since Mount Seir ran southwards to the
head of the Gulf of Aqabah, there is no· difficulty in

THE EGYPTIAN TUTJ<;LAGE _OF ISRAEL.

259

believing that Egyptian armies might hav~ made their
way as far as the Gulf itself. 1
However this may be, the fact remains that "the
sea," which was crossed by the Israelites according to
the narrative of Exodus (apart from Miriam's Song),
was not the Yam S11ph, but a sea which adjoined the
Egyptian frontier. It formed, in fact, part of the line
of defence whereby Egypt was protected from its
eastern neighbours. Where exactly we are to place
it must continue unsettled until the· geographical
position ·of Migdol and BaaJ-zephon is accurately
determined.
Mr. Naville believes that in the time of Ramses
I One of the Tel el-Amama tablets in the British Museum
(No. 64) contains a reference to "the city of Edom," which has
however been niisunderstood by its editors, The tablet is a
letter addressed by a certain Mut-Ammi to his superior officer,
Yankhamu. · The correct translation of it is as follows : "Since
Mut-Ammi has declared before thee (that) the enemy has fled
and has disappeared, since the king of the city of Bitilim
(Beth-el) has fled from the face of the elders of the king his
lord, may the king my lord live ! may the king my lord live !
If there is (still) an enemy. the bearer of this letter [will remain)
for two months in the city of Bitilim-now ask Ben-enima,
now ask Ta(?)dua, now ask Yisua. Until after the arrival of the
(image of the) god Merodach the city of Astarti (AshterothKarnaim) was assisted when all the fortresses of the foreign land
were hostile, the city of Udumu (Eclom), the city of Acluri
(Addar), the city of Araru, the city of Mestu, the city of Magclalim (Migdal), the city of Khini-a-nabi, the city of Zarkizabbat, the city of Khayini (and) the city of Yibilimma (Abel).
Again after thou hadst sent the bearer of this letter unto me I
sent to him until thou shoulclest arrive from thy journey, and he
has reached the city of Bitilim and they have attended to [his)
words." It is clear from this letter that Edom was reckoned a
"foreign land" (mat gari) .which did not acknowledge the
supremacy of the Egyptian king.
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and Meneptah the Gulf of Sue.z extended much
further to the north than it does at present, and that
the Bitter Lakes of modern geography were included
in it. This theory would remove a good many diffi~
culties, but there is one argument against it so serious
as to prevent its acceptance. A canal already existed
in the reign of Meneptah which united the Gulf of
Suez with the Nile, not far from the modern Zagazig,
and allowed ships to pass from the Mediterranean to
the Red Sea. This canal, after being choked with
sand, was re-opened by Darius, who caused st~lce of
granite to be erected at intervals along its banks,
recording the construction of the work. One of the
st~lce stood about five miles only to the north of
Suez, where the fragments of it can stiU be seen.
The canal, therefore, must have followed the line of
the present Fi:eshwater Canal, not only as far as the
Bitter Lakes, but also as far as Suez. Indeed, the
mouth of the old canal is even now visible close to
the town '.of Suez, and at the foot of the artificial
mound of Kolzum, where pottery and glass. of the
Roman epoch have been discovered. It is, therefore,
evident that the canal of Darius and the Pharaohs did
not join the sea until it reached the modern town of
Suez ; in other words, the distribution of land and
water in the time of the Nineteenth dyna~y must have
been the same as it is to-day. Had the· sea extended
as far north as the Bitter Lakes, the canal would never
have been excavated by the side of it through a
waterless desert. This fact seems fatal to Mr. Naville's
theory, and unles? it is removed, some other solution
of the geographical problem must be attempted.
We must not forget, however, that we do not know
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whether the Israelites after leaving Etha,m marched
in a northward or a southward direction. Brugsch
Pasha has endeayoured to prove that the march was
towards the north, and that the sea they crossed was
the famous Sirbonian Lake which stretched along
the shore of the Mediterranean, to the south of " the
way of the Philistines." The chief support of this
hypothesis is to be found in the names of Migdol
and Baal-zephon. A Migdol, as we have seen, stood
not far from Pelusium, while a temple of Baal-zephon
might have been erected on the Mount Kasios which
rose above the Sirbonian Lake, just as the cuneiform
texts inform us one had been erected on the Mount
Kasios of Syria. It may be not.ed that the name of
Baal-zephon was found by Mr. Goodwin in a hieratic
papyrus, but unfortunately without any clue to its
geographical situation.
, On the other hand, the wilderness of Etham into
which the Israelites emerged after crossing the sea
appears to have been rather to the south than so far
to the north as the shores of the Sirbonian Lake.
There is, indeed, no indication that an Egyptian
Khetem ever existed in the latter region, and, as we
have seen, the Hebrew Etham appea11s to be the
Khetem of the Egyptian texts. No light is thrown
on the point by the note attached to the Song of
Triumph over the destructio~ of the Egyptians, since
the substitution of the wilder,ness of Shur for the
wilderness of Etham, whiCh we find here, is necessitated by the transference of the scene of the passage
through the waters from "the s.ea" to the Yftm SC1ph.
The wilderness of Shur denoted the whole of the
desert from the great "Wall" of Egypt to the
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mountain-land of Edom, and thus included the
wilderness of Etham as well as "the wilderness of
the Yam SC1ph."
But we need not despair of being yet able to
localise the sp?t where, according to the narrative in
Exodus, "the sea" was crossed by the fugitives from
Egypt. A single fragment of inscription which told
us where Baal-zephon or Pi-hahiroth stood would
also tell us where the passage of the sea took place.
When we consider how numerous and unexpected
have been the discoveries of the last few years, whei1
we further consider how little. we still know of the
eastern side of the Delta ·and of what lies buried
there under the sand, we have good reason to believe.
that the discovery will yet be made. More excavations are needed ; that is all. The shrine of Baalzephon cannot have passed away without leaving
some traces behind it, and when these have been
found theory will give way to fact, and the pilgrim
will no longer be in doubt as to the spot where the
chariots and horsemen of Pharaoh were engulfed by
the returning tide.
·
With the overthrow of the Egyptian purs4ers we
close the specifically Egyptian portion of the Old
Testament. The Israelites have escaped from the
house of bondage; the slaves are free. They are
again in that region of wild independence where
their fathers and kinsfolk fed their flocks and where
the Egyptian armies rarely ventured to penetrate.
They had left behind them the cultivated lands of
Egypt, and were on the road to the "Shasu" tribes
of Edom.
Since the third or fourth century of the Christian
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era the Sinaitic Peninsula has been assumed to be
the scene of the wanderings in the desert. , The belief
originated in the communities of hermits who took
refuge there, partly to escape persecution, partly
from a desire to quit the worldly life of the Egyptian
cities. The peninsula, or at all events that part of
it which bordered on Egypt and Syria, was a Roman
province, and the hermits, accordingly, while securing
a solitude which was denied them in the more populous districts of the empire, were still under the
protection of the Roman eagles. Sacred legends
soon gathered round their cells and monasteries ;
pilgrims came from afar to worship at their shrines,
and just as in modern Jerusalem holy places have
been found to meet the requirements of the believing
multitude, so too among the Christian monasteries of
the western coast of the peninsula the belief arose
that here the law was given to the Israelites and the
miracles were performed of which they read in the
Pentateuch. The belief grew stronger with the progress of the centuries, and was accepted without
questioning by the travellers and scholars of a more
modern age. The very name given to the peninsula
implies that Sinai is one of its mountains, and that
its barr{!n peaks and rugged valleys were the region
where the fugitive slaves from Egypt were formed
into a nation of warriors.
But though few were found to question the received
tradition, the discovery of Mount Sinai was not an
easy matter. Rival rnountains claimed to be the
scene of the promulgation of the Mosaic law, and
each of these had its ardent advocates. The fact
was in itself calculated to excite suspicion. If tradi·
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tion had been sufficiently strong to remember that
the western shores of the peninsula were the scene of
the wanderings of the chosen people, it would have
been equally strong enough to remember the sacred
mountain which formed as it were the centre of their
desert life. The fact that it had not done so presupposed either a break in the tradition or else its
later .origin:.
If it has been difficult to identify the particular
mountain which was the Sinai of the Old Testament,
it has been still more difficult to identify the various
stations at which the Israelites encamped. Almost
every traveller and writer has a different theory on
the subject, and the line of march which seems cleat'
to one investigator is denied by a second. In fact,
the innume,rable attempts that have been made to
determine the geographical position of the stations
are so hopelessly irreconcilable, and at the same time
so hopelessly devoid of any solid supp_ort, as to prove
· conclusively how little satisfactory any of them can
be. Only one of the stations, Paran, has a name
which can be plausibly identified with a name met
with on the western side of the peninsula, and yet
we know from more than one passage of the Pentateuch (Gen. xiv. 6, xxi. 2r, Deut. i. r, xxxiii. 2) that
Paran, instead of being near the Wadi Feiran on the
Gulf of Suez, was really on the frontiers of Edom. 1
There are but three stations the sites of which can be
accurately determined, and these are Ezion-geber on
the Gulf of Aqabah, Mount Hor in the neighbourhood of Seir, and Kadesh-barnea. in the group of
1 The Wadi el-Feiran really derives its name from the Arabic
Firan or "rats ,;
'
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mountains to the west of it.1 Sinai itself is -associated
with Seir and Edom in the two ancient Hebre.w
poems in which reference is made to it (Deut. xxxiii. z,, .
Judg. v. 4, 5), and nowhere in the Old Testament do
we find it transported to the Sinaitic Peninsula of our
modern maps.
But there is a historical reason which makes it impossible for us to believe that the western side of the
Sinaitic Peninsula could have. witnessed the giving of
the law and the wanderings of the Israelitish people.
In the days of the Exodus it was an Egyptian province.
Since the time of Snefru, the last king of the Third
Egyptian dynasty, it had been garrisoned by Egyptian
soldiers, who protected the officials and workmen at
the mines of copper and malachite. In the reign
of Ramses III., of the Twentieth dynasty, it was still
a valuable possession of the Egyptian state. The
great Harris papyrus tells us how the Pharaoh sent
. thither rich presents for the temple of the goddess
Hathor, the protectress of the peninsula, and how
they returned with abundance of the precious green
1 Dr. Clay Trumbull (" Kadesh-barnea," pp. 128 sqq.) seems
successftiJ in showing that "Hor the mountain" cannot· have
been the traditional Hor m:ar Petra. The Israelites had been
forbidden to enter Edom, and they could hardly have buried
Aaron in a country of which they were not allowed to possess
"a foot-breadth" (Dent. ii. 5). Moreover the king of Arad in
So1ithern Cana~n would not have come out against them if they
had been in another part of the world at Petra. The tradition
connecting· the grave of Aaron with the traditional Hor is not
older than Josephus (Antiq. iv. 4). Dr. Trumbull argues in
favour of J ebel Madurah, a remarkable isolated peak to the
horth-west of 'Ain Qadts, as being the real Hor of Scripture,
and compares the name with that of Mosera, where Aaron is
stated to have died (Deut. x. 6; see Numb. :Xxxiii. 31).

266

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

stone. As Ramses IV. is the last Pharaoh whose
name is found on the Egyptian monuments of the
peninsula, it is possible that in the troublous ·times
which followed the age of the Twentieth dynasty, the
authority of Egypt ceased to extend across the Gulf
of Suez. If so, however, this eclipse of Egyptian rule
could have been temporary only, since the district of
Mafka-the name by which the peninsula was known
-continued to be comprised in the nome of Arabia
down to the Roman epoch. Stone was still brought
from it in the time of the Ptolemies.
It was at Sarbut el-Khadem and Magharah that
the principal mines were situated and the Egyptian
garrisons were ,stationed. Here, too, temples and
stclce had been erected by the Egyptian kings,
as well as dwelling-houses for the priests and civil
functionaries. Both places were in the line of march
which the Israelites must have followed had Sinai
been in the south of the peninsula, and they could
not have passed them without attracting the notice of
the Egyptian troops. To have gone into the province
of Mafka, indeed, would have been, not only to return
to Egypt, but to an Egypt more strictly garrisoned,
and more hostile to the wandering tribes of Asia than
the Delta itsel£ The fugitive Israelites would have
met there with the same fate as Professor Palmer in
our own days.
The story of the Egyptian refugee Sinuhit tells
us where it was that a refugee from Egypt would
naturally betake himself, if he wished to be beyond
the power of the Pharaoh. After clearing the great
wall, Sinuhit put himself under the protection of the
Shasu, and made his way to the land ofEdom. Here
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he found other political refugees from Eg~ypt, and
he1:e he was ·given the government of a province
which is placed by Professor Maspero in the' neighbourhood of the Gulf of Aqabah.1
What Sinuhit had done, the slaves who escaped
from "the house of bondage" might also be expected
to do. Their final destination was Palestine; but
they had been forbidden to approach the land of
Promise through the country of the Philistines, and
we therefore find them first asking permission from
the King of Edom to pass through his territories,
and then, when this was refused, skirting the frontier
of his kingdom. Instead of taking "the way of the
land of the Philistines," they went by "the :way of
the wilderness of the Yarn SCtph." The Yarn Sl'1ph
a.ccordingly was the first object of tl'ieir march, and
they reached it after removing from Elirn, not many
days after the passage " through the midst of the
sea" (Numb. xxxiii. 8-10).
We have already learned where the Yarn Sl'1ph
was. It was the modern Gulf of Aqabah, which
washed the southern shores of Edom and Mount
Seir, and at the head of .which were the two cities
of Ezion-geber and Elath. The. Israelites, therefore,
like Sinuhit, pursued the road which the monumental
evidence would lead us to expect. Far from marching into the midst of the garrisons of the Egyptian
.r)rovince of Mafka, where they would have experienced
the war they had been instructed tp avoid among the
Philistines, they made their way to their brethren 111
the fastnesses of Mou"'nt Seir beyond the reach of
Egyptian pursuit.
1

c'' Records of the Past,'' New Series, ii. p.

I 7.
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Unnecessary difficulty has been introduced into
the history of the flight by the supposition that the
Mountain of the Law was the place of sacrifice, three
days' distant only from the frontier of Egypt, to
which Moses in the first instance asked to be allowed
to lead his people. But the request was made
with the knowledge that it would be refused, and the
inconsistency of the supposition with the text of the
Pentateuch may be judged from the fact that when
the Israelites actually escaped from the country of
their bondage they marched three days in the wilderness without finding water. It was many days later
before they reached Mount Sinai.
Before Sinai was reached, however, the camp had
been pitched at a good many places. ln).lnediately
before encamping at the Yam Suph they had halted
in the oasis of Elim. It had been pointed out by
Mr. Baker Greene 1 that Elim is but another way of
writing Elath or Eloth, the feminine suffix of the
latter being replaced by the rnasculine. Elath, in
fact, would have been the last stage in the journey
before the shore of the Yam S11ph was attained, and
just as Ezion-geber was one of the later stations of
the wanderers, so its sister city of Elath had been
one of the first.
·when Elim and the sea of St1ph were left behind,
the Israelites found themselves in "the wilderness of
Sin," "which is between Elim and Sinai." Sinai,
"(the mountain) which belongs to Sin," took its name,
.like the desert which it overlooked, from the Babylonian Moon-god Sin. A Himyaritic inscription
1 "The Hebrew Migration from Egypt," p.
an interesting and remarkable one.-

170,
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informs us that the name and worship pf Sin had
made their way to Southern Arabia, and the )iame 'of
Sinai makes it plain that such had also been the case
in the Nortq. We need not be surprised at this;
as far back as the· time of N aram-Sin, the son of
Sargon of Accad; Babylonian armies had marched
into the districts near which Mount Sinai was situated, and if it was possible to introduce the deities
of Chald~a into Palestine and Moab, as we know
was done, it was equally possible to introduce them
into Northern Arabia,
Another of the stages on the road to Mount Sinai
was Rephidim. Here the Amalekites were defeated,
and a memorial altar raised to the God of Israel.
The mention . of the Amalekites shows us that we are
still not fax from the Gulf of Suez. Amalek was
included among the tribes of Edom (Gen. xxxvi. 12),
but the territory occupied by this Bedawin people
extended a good deal further to the west and north.
The block of mountain-land within which Kadeshbarnea lay was reckoned to them (Gen. xiv. 7), and
Uke the Bedawin of to-day, they were the troublesome
neighbou~s of the south of Palestine (I Sam. xxvii. 8).
The ,whole of the desert, from Havilah to Shur, was
their home (1 Sam. xv. 7); but it was a desert which
lay far to the north of the Egyptian province .of
Mafka, t\1e Sinaitic Peninsula of to-day. To look for
Amalekites here vvould be to look in vain.
Rephidim was hard by "the Mount of God." This
is made clear by the list of stations preserved in the
Book of Numbers. It was while Moses was encamped
at this Mount "in the wilderness of Sinai" that his
father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, came to
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visit him. Midian, accordingly, must have been not
far from the mountain where the law was promulgated.
The narrative is again in strict harmony ·with
geography if Sinai were a mountain of Seir rather
than of the so-called Sinaitic Peninsula. The situation of Midian is.well known. It stretched southward
along the eastern shore of the Gulf of .Aqabah, its
northern boundary touching upon Edom. One of
its chief ports was M'akna, still called Makna, in the
neighbourhood of which ruins and inscriptions are
said to exist. The port must be of great antiquity if
it gave its name to the old Sumerian name of Midian
and the Sinaitic Peninsula. This was Magan, which
in the mouths of the Semitic Babylonians became
Makannu.
If Sinai were in the region of Seir, as the Bible
asserts it to have been, Midian would have been in its
close neighbourhood, and the visit of Jethro would
have been a natural event. If, on the contrary, it
were in the barren wastes where the modern traveller
would place it, the visit is difficult to explain.. The
priest of Midian would either have ha~ to make a
voyage across the stormy waters of the Gulf, of which
no hint is given in the narrative, or else to force his way
for days through a waterless and trackless district, the
only occupants of which were hostile Bedawin. It is
plain, however, that the visit of Jethro to" the Mount
of God " was as natural an occurrence as the flight
of Moses himself from Egypt to Midian had been.
Moses had fled from Egyptian.law, and like Sinuhit,
therefore, it was necessary for him to escape from
Egyptian territory, and to put himself beyond the reach
of the Egyptian government. To do this, however,
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required a longer journey than to the Sinaitic Peninsula of our modern maps,· the Egyptian province of
Mafka of his days. The Gulf of Aqabah, and not
the Gulf of Suez, would necessarily have been his
destination.
It may seem a pity to disturb a traditional faith
which has supported so many tourists among the
desolate wadis and monotonous scenery of the
" Sinaitic Peninsula." But the historian and the
archreologist are necessarily iconoclasts. Truth, and
not the welfare of the traveller and his dragoman, is
the object at which they aim. The tradition which
has fixed Mount Sinai in the old Egyptian province·
of Mafka is of later origin than the lifetime of St.
Paul, and .can claim no higher authority than the
interested fancies of ignorant Cc:enobites. It throws
into confusion both the geography and the history of
the Pentateuch, and contradicts the definite statements of the Old Testament. The visit of Jethro'to
his son-in-law, the defeat of the Amalekites at
Rephidim, the long residence of the Israelites in.
what would be the . immediate neighbourhood of
Egyptian garrisons, become irreconcilable with
historical facts. _But when we listen to the testimony
of the Bible itself, and restore Mount Sinai to its
true geographical position, contradictions and difficulties disappear, and the narrative is found to be in
full agreement with the requirements of geography
and monumental history. Once more it is not the
Bible which fails to satisfy the oriental archceologist,
but the false interpretation which has been put upon
its records.
The exact site of "the Mount of God" must be
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left for foture exploration to discover. When the
territories of the ancient Edom and Midian have been
examined with the same minute care as Palestine or
the so-called Penins.ula of Sinai, we shall doubtless
know where the sacred peak was really situated.
Though the Hebrews may not have left memorials
of their sojourn at its foot, there must surely be
traces of the worship of the Babylonian Moon-god
after whom it was named. That numerous inscriptions exist on the rocks of Midian and Northern
Arabia we already know, and we may feel certain
that among them are records of the pilgrims to the
shrine of Sin.
When the written monuments of Midian are again
brought to light, it may be that the name of ] ethi·o
himself may be found among them. Inscriptions
have shown that the nai:ne is one that belongs to
Northern (as well as Southern) Arabia, while the title
he bore has received a striking illustration from
oriental research. Both in Assyria and in Southern
Arabia, among the Semitic kindred of the Midianites,
the office of "priest" preceded that of king. There
were "high-priests of Assur" before there was a king
of Assyria ; the Assyrian kings, in fact, developed
out of the high-priests, just as the kingdom of
Assyria developed out of the deified city of Assur.
Dr. Glaser has lately pointed out that what happened
in Assyria, happened also in the kingdom of Sheba. 1
The Makbz'b or "priests" of Saba ruled before the
" kings" of Saba ; it was only by degrees that the
priest assumed the title of king. It must have been
the same in Midian ; here, too, in the age of the
1 "Skizze der Geschichte Arabiens,'' Pt.· r · (1889), pp. 64, 65.
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Exodus, there was as yet a "priest" only; the
priestly office had not as yet passed into a royal cbne.
With the departure of Jethro to" his own land" the
light cast by modern discovery upon the historical
records of th,e Pentateuch is at an end. Among their
kinsfolk in the fastnesses of Seir and Kadesh the
Israelites are hidden from the notice of the great
empires of oriental antiquity, from Egypt, from
Babylonia, and from Assyria. They have retreated
i1,1to the wilderness, there to be formed into a nation
and prepared for the conquest of Canaan. Some
centuries must elapse before the western conquests of
Assyria again bring them before the eyes of the
archc.eologist.
But though the monuments of Egypt and Assyria
throw no direct light upon the hi~tory and fortunes
of the Israelitish tribes during their sojourn at Kadesh
or their gradual conquest of Palestine, nevertheless,
from time to time, side-lights as it were are cast
upon the Scriptural narrative by the monuments of
antiquity. They offer us illustrations of it, even if
the events which took place in a little corner of
Western Asia and were destined to exercise so important an influence upon the history of mankind
were concealed at the time from the sight of the
great nations round about. The weakness of Egypt
and Babylonia was the opportunity of Israel; it
was because Palestine had ceased to be an Egyptian
province, and because neither Babylonians nor
Assyrians were strong enough to mingle in its
politics, that the descendants of Jacob were enabled
to emerge from the desert and win for themselves
a new home in the land of Canaan.
T
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One of the most curious episodes in the Old
Testament is the account of Balaam and the
prophecies he uttered when hired by Balak of Moab
to curse the armies of Israel. Balaam the son of
Beor was summoned by the ambassadors of the
Moabite king from " Aram, out of the mountains of
the east" (Numb. xxiii. 7). He was a native of
Pethor "which is by the river (Euphrates) of the
land of the children of Ammo "-for such ought to
be the translation of the passage (Numb. xxii. 5).
In the Book of Deuteronomy (xxiii. 4) Pethor is
still more definitely described as being in AramNaharaim.
At an early period in Assyrian research PethQr
was identified by Dr. Hincks with the P~tru of the
cuneiform inscriptions. Pitru stood on the western
bank of the Euphrates, close to its junction with the
Sajur, and a little to the north of the latter. It was
consequently only a few miles to the south of the
I-:Iittite capital Carchemish. Indeed Shalmaneser II.
tells us explicitly that the city was called Pethor by
"the Hittites." It lay on the main road from east
to west, and so occupied a position of military and
commercial importance.
The country in which it was situated belonged
to Semitic Aramceans. Its conquest by the Hittites,
however, had introduced into it a Hittite population
as well, and the two peoples, Hittites and Aramceans,
as we learn from the cuneiform texts, lived in i~ side
by side. It would seem from the statement in the
Book of Numbers that the particular Aramcean tribe
in whose territory Pethor was built called themselves
"the sons of (the god) Ammo." Like the Ammonites
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accordingly, they were the children of Ammo i or
Ammi. The worship of the god, as we know from
the evidence of proper names, extended beyond the
frontiers of Ammon. Among the Israelites we meet
with names like Ammi-nadab "Ammi is generous,"
Ammie! "Ammi is God," Ammi-shaddai " Ammi is
the Almighty"; and Dr. Neubauer is doubtless right
in explaining the name of Balaam as a compound of
Baal and Ammi. The seer's name would thus of
itself declare that he belonged to a tribe whose
" Lord " was Ammi.
Balak, it is said, was the son of Zippor or " Bird."
We have an incidental piece of testimony that the
latter name was actually in use in the age of the
Exodus. On the back of a papyrus now in the
British Museum,1 notices have been written of c~rtain
despatches which were sent by the Egyptian government to Palestine in the third year of the Pharaoh
Meneptah II. One of these was sent to the king of
Tyre, and the bearer of it was "Baal- *,"' the son of
Zippor," who started from Gaza, at that time in
Egyptian hands. The authenticity of the name is
thus supported by contemporary evidence.
The prophecies of Balaam must be handled rather
by the HebraiSt than by the archceologist. Even the
concluding passages, in which the seer turns his gaze
upon the . nations that surrounded Moab, must be
thoroughly explained by Hebrew philology before
the records of the monuments can be called upon to
illustrate them. It may be that the text is corrupt ;
it may be that the passages in question have been
1

"Papyrus Anastasi II I." in "Select Papyri from the
British Museum."
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added at various times to the original prophecy of
the Aramzean seer; these are questions which must
be settled before ·the Assyriologist can determine
when it was that the Kenite was carried away
captive, or when' Asshur himself was "afflicted."
Of one fact, however, we are now certain. - Not·
only was Palestine once subject to Babylonian
conquest and influence, the coast-lands of Western
As;a had also been invaded by Assyrian kings
long J:>efore the age of Ahab and ] ehu. Tiglathpileser I. (B.C. r roo) traversed the Mediterranean in
the ships of Arvad, and killed a dolphin" in the great
sea." He received a crocodile and other presents
from the king of Egypt, and must therefore have
made his presence known and felt in the country
adjoining Egypt. His son and successor Assur-bilkala has left us a curious monument of his power
in the \Vest. The British Museum posse.;;ses a
statue on which he states that it was one of many
that were erected in the towns and villages of the
empire, and for the protection of which "Anu and
the g·ods of the land of the Amorites" were invoked. The towns and villages were accordingly
in the "land of the Amorites," at that time a
general term among the Assyrians for Syria and
Phcenicia. Whether it also included Palestine future
discovery alone .can show.
For about a century after the death of Assur-bil·
kala the power of Assyria suffered eclipse. vVe know
little about its history. It was during this interval,
however, that ·a certain Assur-irbi reigned, about
whom two facts are recorded. He led his armies as
far as the Gulf of Antioch, and on the rocky slopes
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of Amanus caused an image of himself to be carved.
But disaster must subsequently have befallen pim,
since it was during his reign that a city near Pethor,
which had been added to the Assyrian empir~ by
Tiglath-pileser I., was captured by "the king of the
Aram;:eans," thus blocking the Assyrian road to the
west. Years had to pass before the weakness of the
Ai·amceans and Hittites allowed an Assyrian army
again to cross the Euphrates and make its way to the
shores of the sea.
It is possible that the "affliction" of Assur, to
which allusion is made at the end of Balaam's
prophecy, may have been connected with the diSaster
which drove the Assyrians out of Syria in the reign
of Assur-irbi. But so long as documentary evidence
is not forthcoming, it is useless to. speculate on the
possibility, and we must be content with knowing
that whereas the son and successor of Tiglath-pileser l.
was still able to claim dominion in "the land of the
Amorites," all fear of an Assyrian invasion subsequently passed away from Western Asia. The empire
of David was able to develop without taking thought
of the power whose home was upon the Tigris.
The episode of Balaam constitutes a break in a
narrative which is mainly occupied with questions of
legislation and ritual. The time has not yet come
for instituting a comparison between the laws and
ritual of Israel on the one side, and those of Babylonia or Assyria on the other. Our knowledge of
Babylonian religion is still too defective to allowsuch
a comparison to be made .on anything like a.n
adequate scale. In certain general points, as well as
in certain details, we already know that a striking
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likeness does exist; 1 but we cannot safely draw any
conclusions from the fact until our materials are
more complete. Thus the Sabbath, as we have seen,
was a Babylonian institution ; even its name is found
in the cuneiform texts. There is nothing to show that
the pre-Exilic Sabbath differed from the post-Exilic
Sabbath, and that the resemblance of the latter to the
Sabbath of the Babylonians implied its origin during
the Captivity. Equally impossible is it to draw any
conclusions as to the antiquity of the Mosaic legislation from the existence among the Babylonians of
a daily sacrifice, of peace-offerings and heave-offerings,
or of the minklzah, or meal-offering. Like the institution of circumcision, such things might go back to
an immemorial antiquity, when the ancestors of the·
Israelites and the Semitic Babylonians lived side by
side. They would rather be ancient institutions
adapted by the legislator to the ritual of a later clay
than novelties first_introducecl by himself. They arc
evidences of a common kinship between Israelites
and Babylonians, not of a conscious borrowing of the
one from the other.
· It is the same with such points of resemblance
between the sacred law. of Israel and Babylonia as
the ceremonial importance attached tq the use of
"pure water" and of oil. Indeed, the ceremonial use
of oil can be traced back to the earliest days of
Semitic religion. It was through the oil poured
upon it that the upright stone was copsecrated as a
Beth-cl or "House of God," and that the belief in its
religious efficacy was even older than the first begin1

1 See my Hibbert Lectures on "The Religion of the Ancient
.!3abylonians,'' _p_p. 59 sr;r;.
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nings of Semitic ritual is shown by . the .Sumerian
word for an "altar," kz'-zal, or "place of oil." The
Sumerians must have preceded the Semitic Babylonians in thus ascribing to the use of oil a ceremonial
significance, and the belief must have been one out
of the many which the Semites inherited from theil'
more cultivated predecessors .
.·This religious use of oil among the Israelites and
Babylonians stands in marked contrast to its absence
in the primitive ritual of Egypt. The olive was not
a native of the valley of the Nile, and the place of the
oil was taken there by the sacred waters of the great
Egyptian river. This contrast is characteristic of the
relation between Egyptian and Israelitish religious
belief. It was a relation of contrast and not of
similarity. Unlike the Hyksos princes who adopted
the manners and habits of their Egyptian subjects,
the pastoral tribes in the land of Goshen remained
unaffected by the customs and beliefs of a populatic~n
with which they cl}d not mix. The attempts that
have been made to discover points of contact between
the Mosaic Law and the religion and ritual of Egypt
have all failed, and have only brought into fuller relief
the absolute difference that existed between the two.
The difference extended even to religious doctrines.
Since the. famous treatise of Bishop Warburton, '.it
has been a commonplace that the Mosftic Law maintains a resolute silence on the doctrine of a future
life. The rewards and punishments to which it looks
forward are confined to the present world. Of the
doctrine of the resurreetion there is naturally not a
whisper. The Law of Israel did not look beyond th<:<
grave,
1

280

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

The contrast with Egypt is striking. The ancient
Egyptian seems to have had the world of the dead
constantly before his eyes. I-I is life was passed in
making preparations for his burial, and the world of
the dead was a prominent feature in his faith ; the
belief in a resurrection of the body held a foremost
place in his creed. It was in consequence of it that
the corpse was mummified with elaborate care, and
entombed beneath the pyramids or in subterranean
chambers of the rock. No trouble or expense' was
spared to preserve a body which it was believed
would live again. The contrast between Egyptian
and Israelitish belief in regard to the future world
was a type of the contrast which prevailed between
Egyptian and Israelitish religious belief apd practice
in other respects. All that was most characteristic
of Egyptian religion was wanting in that of Israel;
all that was most insisted on in the Law of Moses
was unknown or ignored in Egypt. Whatever infhience the settlement of the Hebrew tribes in Egypt
;might have otherwise had upon them, it had none in
the sphere of religion. The sacred law of Israel had
many affinities with that of Babylonia; we look in
vain for points of contact between it and the teaching
of the Egyptian priests.
There is, however, a semi-religious institution which
· has often been traced to an Egyptian origin. Circumcision seems to have been a common African
practiCe, though it is also met with in other parts of
the world. At all events, it was practised by the
Egyptians from the earliest times, as it still is by their
descendants of to-day, whether Mohammed~n or
Christian; it was 1 in facti a mark of purity, an cl as
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such was obligatory on the priests. But th.e physiological examination of the mummies of the ancient
Egyptians has shown that it was not confined to the
priests, but was customary among all classes of the
population. From a· picture of the operation on the
walls of the temple· of Khonsu at Karnak, it would
appear that it was usually performed, as at present,
whe.n the boy was eight or ten· years of age. 1 ·wellhausen, however, has pointed out that orig·inally it
must have been performed at a still later age, since
the word for " bridegroom" and "son-in-law" in
Hebrew and Arabic is derived from the verb khatana,
"to circumcise." Now we learn from the Old Testament that the Arabs,. Moabites, Ammonites, and
Edomites were circumcised as well as the Israelites,
and Herodotos asserts that the people of Palestine
borrowed. the practice from Egypt, like the Phcenicians, Colchians, and Ethiopians.2 In favour of this is
the stateinent in the Book of Joshua (v. 9) that circumcision removed the impurity which was a matter
of" reproach" among the Egyptians. On the other
hand, it is probable that the institution was one which
went back to the prehistoric days when the ancestors
of the Egyptians and the Semites lived side by side,
since there are indications in the cuneiform inscriptions of its existence in Babylonia. 3 It may have
had its first origin in Africa, but that \vould have
been while the languages, which afterwards became
Old Egyptian on the one hand, and the Semitic
1 Ebers :-"' Aegypten und die Bi.icher Mose's "(Leipzig, 1868),
2 Herodotos, ii. 104.
p. 280.
3 See my Hibbert Lectures on" The Religion of the Ancient
:\3abylonians," ?· 83.
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idioms on the other, were as yet but dialects of a
common parent-speech. At all events we cannot
ascribe the existence of the practice in Israel· to the
imitation of an Egyptian custom, as the practice was
also found among the other Semitic kinsfolk of the
Hebrews, who had never dwelt, like them, in the
valley of the Nile. The last support, therefore, fails
us for the opinion which finds points of contact and
similarity between the sacred law of Israel and the
sacred law of ancient Egypt.
With the flight out of Egypt the Israelites have
thus left everything that was distinctively Egyptian
behind them. The Egyptian period of their history
is closed ; from henceforth ~gypt is for them merely
a neighbour separated from their territory by a wide
stretch of arid desert. The great nati~ns of the
world with which they will be hereafter in contact
are ag·ain those among which the earliest years of the
infancy of Israel had beel1 thrown. Israelitish history
henceforward looks eastward rather than westward, to
their Semitic kinsfolk in Asia, and not to the decaying civilisation of the ancient dwellers on the Nile.

CHAPTER VI.
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ISRAELITISH NATION.

IT is to excavations in Palestine that the archceology of the Book of Judges must look for light and
illustration, and these excavations have as yet but
scarcely begun. Apart from the shafts sunk in the
· teeth of Turkish opposition and mechanical difficulties
at the foot of the temple walls at Jerusalem, the
excavations conducted by Professor Petrie for the
Palestine Exploration Fund in I 890, and since continued by Mr. Bliss, are the first systematic attempt
that has been made to wrest from the soil of Palestine
the secrets which it' has guarded so long. Their
explorations at Tell el-Hesy, in Southern Palestine,
have resulted not only in the discovery of the longlost site of Lachish, but also in the discovery that
the remains of the Amorite cities overthrown by
the invading Israelites still exist in the Holy Land.1
Prof. Petrie's researches have founded the science
of Palestinian archa:ology. He has fixed the chronological sequence of the various kinds of pottery whose
fragments hav~ been found in the successive strata
of the Tel, as well as the respective ages of the
1 See W. M. Flinders Petrie : "Tell el-Hesy (Lachish),"
Palestine Exploration Fund, 1891 ; and F. J. Bliss, in the Quarterly Statement df the Fund for January and April, I 893,
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"toolings" observed upon the hewn stones of the
ruined buildings. The broken sherds which cover
the site of a city of ancient Canaan now tell us the
period to which it belongs as certainly as they do in
Egypt or in Greece, and from a glance at the mode
in which a ·stone· has been worked, we can learn
whether it was brought from the quarry in the time
of the kings of Judah, or in the latter epoch of Greek
and Roman dominion.
The mound of .Tell el-Hesy rises sixteen miles to
the east of Gaza. It stands on a natural eminence
about forty feet in height, on the summit of which
the ruins of successive cities are piled sixty feet
higher. It thus forms a conspicuous landmark in tht;:
landscape. The site was well chosen in anciertt
times. Close to it rises the only good spring of
water in the whole district, which, when swollen by·
the rains of winter, becomes a raging torrent, known
to the natives of the country as the Hesy. · The
stream flows past the eastern side of the mound,
which it has eaten away, and so exposed a large
section of it to view.
The hill of ruins, Mr. Petrie tells us, "is about two
hundred feet each way; it stands in the north-east
corner of an enclosure nearly a quarter of a mile
across." The soil which covers the interior of the enclosure beyond the limits of the mound is necessarily
not very deep, and thus offers a striking contrast to
the mound itself. . Th~ formation of the latter closely
resembles. that of Hissarlik, where Dr. Schliemann
discovered the remains . of ancient Troy.
at
Hissarlik, so too at Tell el-Hesy, we cari trace the
cities. whic,h !1ave risen in successive ages one upon

As
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the ruins of the other. The earliest of these cities
was the primitive Lachish, and when in after times a
lower city extended itself around the foot of the hill,
it was still upon the old site that the citadel was
planted; and that the inhabitants thronged together
in time of· danger. To the last the ,lower city
remained little more than a suburb; the public
buildings of the town and the residences of its chief
inhabitants were erected on the fortified mound.
"The latest objects found in it," says Mr. Petrie,1
"are pieces of regular black and reel Greek pottery,
which occur in the top foot or two of the mound, on
the east side and north-west ; the most' dateable of
these is a part of ~ small vase, made about 450 B.C.,
and none of the other fragments indicate a later age
than this. The close of the history of the place is
then in the fifth century B.C. And as only a few
fragmen,ts. of this age are found, and those confined
to ·less than half the town, it seems that this last
occupation was but partial, and not- of much
importance. If then the top of the mound is of
450 B.C., how far before that are we to date the
bottom of the sixty feet of ruins beneath us? Unfortunately no Egyptian objects were found which
would give us a fixed point; and the only help we
can get in estimating what must have been a long
period is in the Phrenician pottery. Not much of
this occurs in the mound ; but as many vases were
found . associated together in burials outside of the
town, we know all the contemporary varieties, and
can help our dating by each of them. The thin
black vases with long necks (called bilbi'ls by the
1

"Tt:ll eM-Iesy (La(,:hish)," pp. 14 sqq.
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Syrians) occur from about 305 feet level up to 325
feet on the east side, about the building (where a
pilaster was discovered cut in stone); the black
bowls, which we know to be contemporary with the
bilbils, occur from 295 feet at the south-east to· 3 I 5
feet at the pilaster building; the white juglets and
the ladder-pattern bowls, both of which are also
contemporary with bi!bils, have just the same range.
So we may assign the Phcenician pottery to from 295
to 320 feet, at the middle of the east ~ide. Now this
pottery is not yet dated in Phcenicia, but in the past
two years I have found it in Egypt, the earliest
examples being late in the Eighteenth dynasty about
1400 B.C.; the greatest number about the close of the·
Nineteenth dynasty, or · r 100 B.C.; and some as late
as about the Twenty-third dynasty, or say 800 B.C.
So the date of this Phcenician pottery may be roi1ghly
said to range from about 800 to 1400 B.C . . . .
"The most prominent stag·e in the histo'ry of the
town is pointed out by the widespread beds of ashes
and the underlying stratum of stream-bed stones
(which lie above the ruins of the first and earliest
city). These ashes were certainly spread by the
wind. Alternate layers of black charcoal dust and·
white lime ash streak the face of the mound for
a depth of about five feet; and the lines are always
unbroken and continuous, often a streak not over
half an inch thick being traceable for ten or twenty
feet, and gradually thinning out at the ends. No
deposit by hands could effect this; the stuff must
have been wind-borne and dropped by the breeze
without interference. The source of these ashes was
doubtless the burning of plants for alkali; as is now
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done by the Bedawin. . . . The town must have been
deserted, or almost so, at the time when the alkali
burners resorted here, and when their ashes blew
about and settled undisturbed over a great part of
the hill.
"Beneath these ash layers there is a stratum of
rounded stones from the stream ; showing a time
when no regular brickwork was used, but when huts
were roughly piled up out of the nearest material ; a
barbaric period followed by a desolation. The level
of this time is from about 298 to 308 ·feet ; which
would on our approximate scale correspond to r 300
to r roo B.C. Of course we cannot say that these
stones and ashes accumulated at the same rate as the.
town ruins did before and after them, though probably
the rate would not be extremely different. Hence
we cannot be certain of the duration of this barbarism,
but only of its g~neral period, about. 1200 B.C.
"Now this we see just corresponds to the great
break in the history of Palestine, between the
destruction of the Amorite civilisation, and the
establishment of Jewish civilisation under the kings.
The period of the Judges was a terribly barbaric age;
its fragmentary records speak of savage retaliations,
and the fierce struggles of disorganised tribes."
It was after the conclusion of this age that the
excavator has found the remains of a new Lachish
with strong fortifications and public buildings of
stone. Among the stones are slabs on which pilasters
of curious form have been cut in relief. In place of
a capital,· each . pilaster is furnished with a volute
which has the form of a ram's horn. As Mr. Petrie
remarks, the ornament must, have been borrowed
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from a custom of decorating pillars with rams' h6rns,
just as in Greece the architrave of a building was
decorated with· the skulls of bulls, and it is possible
that to this custom we must trace "the horns of the
altar" in the temple of Solomon. · The fortifications
and buildings of the Jewish Lachish were from time
to time ruined by an enemy, or fell into decay of
their own accord, and we find fresh walls raised upon
their foundations and fresh buildings constructed out
of the old stones. In one place there is a "glacisslope," some thirty feet in .breadth, formed of blocks
of stone, bedded. in the earth, and faced with white
plaster. The slabs on which the pilasters are carved,
and which Mr. Petrie would refer to the reign ,of
Solomon, ·have been smoothed with flint scrapers. ·
Even more interesting than the fortificatfons of the
Jewish town are the huge walls of the ancient
Amorite city, which lie under the stratum of" streambed stones." Like the walls of the Egyptian cities,
they are built of crude brick, and .are as muc,h as
twenty-eight feet eight inches in thickness. The
bricks, which are about twenty-two inches by twelve,
are laid in alternate courses of headers and stretchers.
There are indications that at ~ne time the wall was
. partially broken down and had subsequently to be
repaired.
Here, then, we have at last alighted on one of
thl)SC fortifications which caused the Israelites to say
that the cities of the Amorites were "great and
walled up to heaven'' (Deut. i. 28). And archceology
has further given us ocular demonstration of the
results of the Israelitish invasion of Canaan, when
in spite of their walls. the cities were captured and
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overthrown, and the Bedawin built huts for themselves on the desolate sites. We have in Mr. Petrie's
excavations an eloquen't picture of the condition of
Southern Palestine in the age of the Judges.
In the time of Amenophis IV. Khu..:n-Aten
Lachish had been the seat of an Egyptian governor.
More than one letter from him has been found
among the cuneiform tablets of Tel el-Amarna, and
one of the despatches of the vas·sal-king of Jerusalem
states that Lachish, Ashkelon and Gezer had furnished
the garrison of his city with food and oil.1 After the
destruction of Lachish by the Israelites it is lost to
the sight of contemporaneous history until the
campaign of Sennacherib against Hezekiah again
brings it into view. One of the bas-reliefs which
.adorned - the walls of his palace represents the
Assyrian monarch seated on a th1'one before a
captured city with a long line of suppliant prisoners
defiling in front of him. The epigraph. attached to
the sculpture informs us .that the city was Lachish,
"Sennacherib the king of multitudes, the king of
Assyria, sat in an arm-chair, and the spoil of
Lachish passed before him." The site of Lachish,
and the spring of water which flowed beside it, made
1 Ebed-tob's words are ·(Winckler and Abel, No. 103):
" Behold, the comitry of the city of Gezer, the country of the
city of Asfikelon, and the city of Lachish hav'e given as their
peace-offerings food and oil, and whatsoever the fortress desires."
In a later letter .th~ same· writer says (No. 104) : "And now the
Khabiri are capturing the fortresses of the king. Not a single
governor remains (among them), to the king my lord; all are
destroyed. Behold Turbazti thy soldier [has fallen] in the great
gate of the city of Zilu (Zelah). Behold Zimricla of Lachish has
been_slain by the servants who acted against the king."

u
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it next to Jerusalem the most important of the
fortresses of Judah.
The excavations commenced by Dr. Flinders Petrie
on the site of Lachish have been continued for the
Palestine Exploration Fund by Mr. F. J. Bliss. They
have been crowned with signal success, and have led·
to the most important archceological discovery ever
made as yet in the Holy Land. After clearing away
the superincumbent layers of ancient ruin, Mr. Bliss
forced his way to the stratum which marks the age
of the Amorite founders of the city. Here, at the
close of his work in the spring of 1892, he came upon
what must be the ruins of the governor's palace of
that early period. He found there Babylonian sealcylinders as well as western imitations of them. The
cylinders of Babylonian manufacture belong to the
period which extends from B.C. 3000 to B.C. I 500 ; their
western imitations are identical in style with simil~r
cylinders which have been found in the prehi~toric
tombs of Cyprus and Phcenicia, and so fix the date of
the latter. Among the imitations is one of porcelain
.which must have been made ill Egypt, and thus
bears witness to the far-reaching influence of Babylonian culture.
But, besides the seal-cylinders, Mr. Bliss has discovered Egyptian beads and scarabs of the Eighteenth
dynasty. Among them is a bead inscribed with the
name and title of "the royal wife Teie." Teie was
the wife of Amenophis II r.,. and the mother of
Amenophis IV. or Khu-n-Aten, and the bead thus
carries us back to the time when the letters found at
Tel el-Amarna were written.
We arc not, however, dependent on the bead alone
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for a knowledge that the remains disinterred by Mr.
Bliss are coeval with the cuneiform tablets of Tel
cl-Amarna. At the very moment of closing the
excavations for the season, he came upon a cuneiform
tablet similar in shape and character to those which
have been 1ecovered from the capital of Khu-n-Aten.
The handwriting resembles that of the letters which
were sent to the Egyptian kings from Southern
Palestine, and the text turns out to be a despatch
addr~ssed to an Egyptian officer, and mentioning the
very person who, as we are informed by the contemporary king of Jerusalem, as well as by a letter
from him, was the Egyptian governor of Lachish,
Zimrida, or Zimridi, was the representative of the
Pharaoh Khu-n-Atcn in that city, and the name of
Zimrida twice occurs in the despatch.
The following is my translation of it-" [To] the
officer Bal .. ; I .. abi prostrate myself at thy
feet. Verily thou knowest that Baya and Zimrida
have brought the spoil (?)of the city, and Dan-Hadad
says to Zimrida my father: The city of Yarami
(perhaps Jarmuth) has sent to me [and has] given
. me 3 pieces of . . . wood, and 3 slings, and 3 falchions
since I am prefect (?) over the country of the king,
and it has acted against me ; but unto my death do
I remain. As regards thy . . . which I have brought
(?) from the enemy I ... , and I have sent Bel(?) banilu, and . . . rabi-ilu-yuma . . . has despatched
his br,pther to this country to [strengthen it]."
The discovery of this document is one of the most
remarkable ever made in archceological research.
Cuneiform tablets are found in the mounds of an
ancit::nt city in Upper Egypt which prove to be letters
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from the governors of Palestine in the fifteenth
century before our era, and among them is a letter
from the governor of Lachish. Hardly .have these
letters been published and examined before the
excavation of a distant mound in Palestine, wh;ch
the archceological insight of Dr. Petrie had identified
with the site of Lachish, brings to light a cuneiform
tablet of the same age and nature, on which the name .
of the same governor is mentioned more than once.
It is a veritable archceological romance.
The discovery leads to consequences of the highest
interest and importance. Not only does it verify
Prof. Petrie's identification of Tell el-Hesy with
Lachish as well as his chronological arrangemen~ of
the pottery and strata of the mound ; it. proves also
that both at Lachish and elsewhere, wh~re the ruins
of the old Amorite cities still cover the soil, we may
expect to find libraries or archive-chambers still stored
with inscribed tablets of imperishable clay. The
larger part of the tablets will doubtless consist of
letters and despatches, but the analogy of the libraries
of Assyria and Babylonia would induce 11s to believe
that among these letters and despatches will be
historical and mythological texts. Indeed, more than
·one mythological text has been found at Tel elAmarna. Who can say what revelations are in store
for us in the next few years? As Tel after Tel is
explored, and library after library comes to view, we
may expect to recover not only the history of aricient
Palestine in the centuries immediately preceding its
conquest by the Israelites, but the earlier legends and
traditions of the country as well. To dig up the
sources of the Book of Genesis is a wo~·thier and
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more profitable occupation than to spin theories about
its origin and compilation.
The letter ·addressed by Zjmrida or Zimridi of
Lachish which has been disinterred at Tel el-Amarna
(Winckler and Abel, No. 123), runs thus-" To the
king my lord, my gods, my Sun-god, the Sun-god
who is from heaven, thus (writes) Zimridi, the governor
of the city of Lachish. Thy servant, the dust of thy
feet, at the feet of the king my lord, the Sun-god
from heaven, bows himself seven times seven. I have
very diligently listened to the words of the messenger whom the king my lord has sent to me, and
now I have despatched: (a mission) according to his
message."
But Zimrida was not the only governor of Lachish
whose letters were preserved among the archives of
the Pharaoh. We learn from Ebed-tob, the king of
Jerusalem, that 'Zimrida was murdered by the people
of his city, and it is probable that he was succeeded
there by another governor. However that may be,
the following letter shows that a certain Y abni-el
once held that office (Winckler and Abel, No. 124)" To the l>.:ing my lord, my god, my Sun-god, the
Sun-god who is from heaven, thus (writes) Yabni-el,
the governor ~f the city of Lachish, thy servant, the
dust of thy feet,,the groom (?) of thy horses; at the
feet of the king rriy lord, my god, my Sun-god, the
Sun-god who i~ from heaven, seven times seven I bow
myself. Glprious and supreme [art thou.] I the
groQm (?) of [the horses] of the king my lord listen
to the [words] of the king my lord. Now have I
heard all the words which Baya the prefect has
spoken to me. Now have I done everything."
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Yabni-el, it may be noted, is an interesting name.
In Joshua xv. r r we are told that there was a city
c:illed J abne-el on the coast of ] udah, and it is
possible that some connection may have existed
between the city and the governor of Lachish.
The discoveries made at Lachish by Mr. Bliss have
not only revealed an intercourse between the cities of
Southern Canaan and the Egyptians, the Babylonians,
and even the inhabitants of Cyprus, they have further
shown that commercial relations were already carried ·
on with the distant populations of Europe. Among
the beads he has found are two of· amber, which it
would seem must have made their way from the
shores of the Baltic. Already, therefore, the ambertrade was in existence, and the Amoritc:: princ~s- of
Palestine were adorning themselves with b~ads of the
precious material.
·while Mr. Petrie and Mr. Bliss have thus been
working at Lachish, the natives have been working
in the neighbourhood of Gaza at a spot the exact
situation of which is unknown. But wherever it is,
it is a site which goes back to the days of Egyptian
supremacy in Canaan. Some of the objects which
have been found there have bec:n purchased by Mr.
Bliss, and prove to belong to the age of -the Eighteenth
Egyptian dynasty. Among them are alabaster vases
bearing the name of Amenophis III. and his wife
Teie. Another object bears an inscription which
shows that it belonged to a temple of the goddess
Mut, and that this temple had been erected by
Amenophis I I., the grandfather of Amenophis II I.
As objects of Egyptian manufactme have thus been
lying undisturbed on the site since an earlier :period
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than that of the reign of Khu-n-Aten, we may
anticipate that here also a library of cuneiform tablets
will be found. We know that both in Babylonia and
in Egypt the interior of a temple was the favourite
place in which to store the contents of a library, and
it is therefore by no means improbable that the
modern fellahin have lighted on the site of the ancient
library of Gaza.
It is possible that Jerusalem itself may be alluded
to on the Egyptian monuments about the time when
the Israelitish invaders forced their way into the land
of Canaan. The tablets of Tel el-Amarna have shown
us that Jerusalem was already a leading city of
Palestine, and that in the Salem of Genesis we have a
form of its name. We may accordingly conclude
that the city of Shalam, which Ramses II. enumerates
among his conquests in Canaan, by the side of Merom
and Beth-Anath, Gaza and Karmel, must be identified
with Jerusalem. At all events, apart from Jerusalem,
there is no other town in Palestine with which it can
be identified, the Salim of the New Testament (St.
John iii. 23) being the Sha'lim of I Sam. ix. 4 with a
wholly different s:Je!ling in Hebrew (and therefore in
Egyptian) from Shalam or Salem. 1
1

That Palestine, including the cotmtry east of the Jordan, was
for a time in the peaceable possession of Ramses II., has been
proved ·by a recent discovery .of Dr. Schumacher. He has
discovered that· the so-called "Stone of Job" in the Haurin is a
monument of the Egyptian occupation of the country in the
ag~ of the 'Nineteenth dynasty. It is adorned with Egyptian
sculptures and heiroglyphs. Above the figure of the Pharaoh
is the name of Ramses II., and opposite the king, on the left,
is the figure of a god with the crown of Osiris, but a full face,.
above whom are hieroglyphs which Prof. Erman reads Akna-
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If the Shalam of the Pharaoh of the Oppression
can be identified with Jerusalem, it becomes probable
that we must also see in Jerusalem "the land of
Salim" mentioned by Ramses III. among the captured cities of Southern Palestine. Ramses III., the
most powerful of the Pharaohs of the Nineteenth
dynasty, has inscribed on the great pylon of Medinet
Habu at Thebes the names of the, places he had
taken in his Canaanitish campaign. Unfortunately
no details of the campaign itself have been preserved
to us; we have to be content with the bare list of
names. "The land of Salem," Hadashath ("the New
Country"), Shirnshana or Samson "the city of the
Sun," Karmel, Migdol, Apheka, "the district of
Lebana," "the Spring of Khibur," or Hebron, Shabuduna, Beth-Anath-such are some of the plac~s the
Egyptian king claims to have captured ; and since
Shabuduna and Migdol are placed by Thothmes III.
in the vicinity of Gath, while Beth-Anath is -not far
from Hebron, and Hadashath was. near Lachish, it
would seem that we have to look for all of them in
the south of Palestine. 1
The date of Ramses III. was about 1210 B.C.
zajm. As they are followed by the determinative of a god's
name, they must represent the name of some local divinity,
possibly Yakin-Tsephon or "Yakin of the North" (cp. r Kings
vii. zr). The winged solar disk surmounts the whole picture
(Zeitsr:hrift des dezttschen Palaestina-Vereins, xiv. 3, xv. 5).
1 Beth-Anath is probably the Beth-Anoth of J ash. xv. 1 59.
There was a Beth-Anath in Naphtali (J ash. xix. 38). The Arets
Hadasht, or "New Country," is doubtless the Hadashah of
Josh. xv. 37, where it is mentioned by the side of Migdal-Gad.
It also occurs in the list_of places in Southern Palestine conquered
by Ramses I I.

DEVELOPMENT OF T}J:E ISR.ABLITiSH NATION.

297

Much the same interval of time separated him from
Meneptah, the son of Ramses II., as seems to have
separated the settlement of the Israelites in Canaan
from the Exodus. His Canaanitish campaign thus
becomes of importance to the Biblical student, and
the places he captured must be closely scanned.
Among them there is no name which r~calls that of
an Israelitish tribe. 1
But, on the other hand, there is a curious synchronism
between the history of Ramses III. and that. of the
Israelites immediately after their occupation of
Southern Palestine. Othniel, of the Edomite tribe
of Kenaz, whose brother Caleb had been among the
fugitives. from Egypt, was the first "deliverer" of
Israel from a foreign yoke. Hardly ha~ the Israelitish
people entered the Promised Land, when they were
"sold into the hand of Chushan-rish-athaim, king of
Ararn-Naharaim," and "served Chushan-rish-athaim
eight years." A conquest of the south of Canaan by
a king of Naharaim seemed to the critic but a short
while ago amongst the most incredible of events, and
he had little hesitation, therefore, in pronouncing the
document in which it occurred to be unhistorical.
But incredible as it may have appeared, archceology
has now proved that it niust have actually happened.
We have learnt froni the clay records of Tel elAmarna that already, in the time of the Eighteenth
Egyptian dynasty, the armies of N aharaim - or
Mitanni, as it was called by its own inhabitants-had
marched more than once into Palestine. N aharaim
1 Unless it be that of Lui-ail(? Levi-el).
Lui-ail, however, is
placed between "the Spring of the Magoras," or river of Beyrout,
and Qa111~il in Northern Palestine.
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and Babylonia had intrigued together with the
Canaanitish princes against the Egyptian authority,
and when the curtain falls on the cuneiform correspondence of Khu-n-Aten, we find the same powers
again threatening the Asiatic province of Egypt.
The possession of Palestine had been coveted not
only by Egypt and Babylonia, but by Aram-Naharaim
as well.
'
Ramses III. gained his military renown, not so
much by his invasion of Canaan as by his defeat of
the formidable enemies who attacked Egypt during
his reign. Never had the old kingdom of the
Pharaohs been called upon to face a greater danger.
From north, cast, and west its foes marched agaipst
it, or assailed its shores with numerous ships. Libyans,
Sicilians and Sardinians, Greeks and Cypriots,
Hittites and Philistines, combined against it along
with the people of Mitanni. There was a general
movement on the part of the populations in the
eastern basin of the Mediterranean, and the wealth
and civilisation of Egypt were the main object of
attack.
The first great victory of the Pharaoh was gained
in the fifth year of his reign. The Libyans and their
western allies were defeated with great slaughter and
driven out of the Delta. It was fortunate for the
Egyptians that the Libyan princes had not postponed their attack until the northern enemies of
Egypt were ready to assist them. As it was, a short
breathing-space was allowed .the Egyptian king,
during which he could make his preparations for
resistit~g the invasion v\:hich took place in his eighth
year.
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The inscriptions at Medinet Habu tell us that
"the people of the northern regions" "came up
leaping from their coasts and islands, and spread
themselves all at once over the lands. No people
stood before their arms, beginning with the people of
the Hittites, of Kadi and Carchemish, of Arvad and
Alasiya. Tht:>y wa~ted these countries, and pitched
a camp at one place in the land of the Amorites." 1
They bore the names of Pulista or Philistines, of
Zakkur, Shakalsh, D.1anau and Uashuash. In the
Daanau scholars have long seen the name of the
Danaans of Homer ; they take the place of the
Aqaiush or Ach;:eans who in the time of Meneptah
were the associates of the Zakkur. The Zakkur,
whose name corresponds phonetically with that of
the Teukrians of Greek history, have recently been
shown by a papyrus, acquired by Mr. Golenischeff,
to have occupied the eastern coast of Cyprus,-the
very locality, in fact, where the city of Salamis
had teen founded and governed by the clan of
Teukrians. The Shakalsh had been the allies of the
Libyaf1s in the age of Meneptah, and their identification with the Sikels of Sicily has been strikingly
confirmed by the remarkable resemblance of the
Shakalsh face as depicted in the sculptures of
Medinet Habu to that of the ancient Latins. 2
The- causes of the movement which carried the
populations of the £gean first into Syria and then
into Egypt, it would now be lost labour to conjecture.
t The translation is that giveri by Dr. Brugsch in his" History
of Egypt under the Pharaohs,'' Engl. translation, znd edit.,
ii. pp. 154, 155·
- 2 s~~~!lY "Races of the Old Testament,'' pp. l 52, I 53·
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Those to whom such speculations are attractive
might connect it with the movements further west,
which found expression in Greek tradition in the
story of the Trojan war. We must be content, at all"
events for the present, with knowing that such a
movement actually occurred.
The invaders of Egypt led with them the people
upon whose countries they had first descended. The
Hittites, the Amorites, and, the Shasu or Bedawin
took part in the attack. The Hittite king was
captured by the Egyptians ; the king of the Amorites,
like the Shasu chief, seems to have saved his life by
flight. On the other hand, the king of Mitanni or
Aram-N aharaim is not represented at Med1net Hab.u
among the conquered foe, although Mi~anni twice
figures, along with Carchemish, among the countries
hostile to Egypt; we must therefore 'conclude that
he did not enter Egypt along with his allies. He
would accordingly have remained behind in Syria or
Palestine, waiting, perhaps, until the armies of the
Pharaoh were annihilated, and the rich valley of the
Nile lay at the mercy of the invader.
Such an expectation was, however, disappointed.
Egypt was atta,cked simultaneously by sea and by
land. While "the northern peoples," with the Tuirsh
and the Shairdana or Sardinians, descended upon
it in ships, the Hittites, Amorites and other Syrian
populations marched along the coast. But Ramses
was prepared for the double attack, and though the
struggle was long and arduous, was eventually
victorious both by sea and land. The fleet of the
enemy was utterly destroyed, and the wrecks of their
army escaped with ,difficulty from the frontier of
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Egypt. As the Pharaoh expressively says: "Those
who had i·eilched the boundary of my country never
reaped a harvest again."
Two or three years later, in the eleventh year of
the Pharaoh's reign, the Maxyes of Libya invaded
Egypt once more. But they arrived too late; their
allies had already been overthrown and dispersed,
and. Ramses gained over them a comparatively easy
victory. It was now necessary to carry a war of
vengeance into Asia itself. All danger was past on
the side of Libya, but there were still enemies in
Palestine and Syria whose neighbourhood made
Egypt insecure. It was needful to strike them in
their own homes, and to prove that the arm of the
Egyptian. monarch was still powerful.
In the twelfth year,· apparently, of his reign, Syria
was invaded. Among the places whose capture or
conquest is claimed by him, are Shenir, the Amo rite
name of Hermon (Deut. iii. 9), Hamath, Mitanni,
Carchemish, and various other cities in the vicinity
·of the Hittite capital. It is doubtful, however,
whether Ramses really crossed the Euphrates, on the
eastern side of which Mitanni stood; it is more
probable that the defeat of the Mitannian forces in
Palestine or Syria was his justification for including
Aram-Naharaim in his list of conquests. It is also
noticeable that none of the cities of Phcenicia or of
the country which afterwards f~rmed the kingdom of
Samaria appear in the list. On the contrary, between
Gaza and, Hamath we find only the names of obscure
villages, or names like that of -Rosh-Kadesh "the
sacred headland" of Carmel, "the Spring of the
M.agar 11 or Magoras-the river of Bey rout-, Bur
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"the cistern," and Shenir or Hermon. The Egyptian
army must have marched along the road which led
a little inland to the east of the Phcenician coast,
avoiding the great cities on either side, and thus have
made its way into Ccele-Syria.
The case was different, however, in the south of
Palestine. Here we learn that more than one city
of importance fell before the Egyptian arms. Besides
Gaza, Ramses, as we have seen, claims the capture of
various places which, according to the Old Testament,
were situated in the territory of ] udah. But it is
noticeable that of two of them, Salem and Hebron,
it is not said that the cities therr:selves were occupied
by the Egyptian troops. It is "the land of Salem."
and " the Spring of Hebron," rather than Salem and
Hebron, which are recorded on the walls of Med1net
Habu.
Can this mean that the Egyptian army
simply encamped in the territory of Jerusalem, and
at the famous springs of Hebron, but left the cities
unassailed ? It must be remembered that the campaign of Ramses did not aim at the permanent
occupation of Palestine; the days when Egypt was
strong enough to ma~e of Canaan a subject province
were gone for ever. It was a campaign merely of
vengeance and precaution, Northern Syria rather
than the south of Palestine being the primary object
of attack.
The campaign, however, extended beyond the
western side of the Dead Sea. As has been stated
previously, the Egyptian forces made their way into
the heart of Mount Seir, while the geographical
names at M<;!d1net Habu show that Moab also was
invaded. After Hadast or Hadashat and the Arets
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or "land" of "the district of Salem,"· we have the
"district of the lake of Rothpana," "the country of
the Yardana" or Jordan, and then Khilits and
Qarkha. The latter is the Korkha of the Moabite
Stone, while "the Lake of Rothpana" must be the
Dead Sea, since there is no other sheet of water in
that part of Canaan. The name of Rothpana is a
little difficult to explain. The particular dental,
however, with which. it is written correspoads with
the Hebrew shin in the word thupar, the Hebrew
shophar "a trumpet," and the name may consequently
represent a Canaanitish Reshpon. This would be a
derivative,, signifying locality, from Resheph the
Canaanitish Sun-god, who revealed himself to his
worshippers in Hames of fire.
In Job v. 7, the
flames are called ''.the, sons of Resheph," and on
certain Egyptian monuments dedicated by Semites
he is depicted under the name of Reshpu. Mr.
Clermont-Ganneau has suggested that the town of
ArsUf near Jaffa is called after his name. 1
It will now be clear that between the notice of
Chushan-rish-athaim in the Book of Judges and the
history of the reign of Ramses III., there is a remarkable correspondence. The eight years during which
the king of Aram-Naharaim oppressed Israel would
exactly agree with the interval between the beginning
of the Libyan attack upon Egypt; and the campaign
of the Pharaoh against Syria. We know from the
Egyptian records that Mitanni or Aram-Naharaim
1 The Egyptian name of the Dead Sea was unknown before
my discovery of it in the List of Ramses III. I have since
been fortunate enough to discover it also in the list of places
of Southern Palestine engraved by Ramses II. at Karnak.
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took part in the invasion of Egypt; we also know
from them that the king of Mitanni ·was not among
those who actually marched into the Delta. He
participated in the southward movement of the
peoples of the north, and nevertheless lingered on
the way. What is more probable than that he again
sought to secure that dominion ih Canaan which had
belonged to some of his predecessors ?
At all events, archceology has now taught us that
the troops of Mitanni and its Hittite neighbours
were really in Palestine at the very period to which
the life of Othniel would belohg. It has given us a
new foothold, as it were, in the early history of Israel,
arid brought to light a fresh and unexpected coincidence betwee·n the statements of Scripture and the
monuments of the oriental past. The Book of Judges
finds support and confirmation in the sculptured
walls of the temple-palace of Ramses III. at Thebes.
At the same time, the records of the Egyptian
Pharaoh s_uggest a question which is at present
difficult to -answer. Are the Hebrews included among
the Shasu who, we are told, assisted in the invasion
of Egypt? We know that at a subsequent date
Ramses chastised "the Shasu of Mount Seir,''
possibly in consequence of the part they had taken
in the attack upon his kingdom. The Shasu mu.st
consequently have signified for him the Edomites,
and it is worthy of notice that both Caleb the
conqueror of Hebron, and Othniel the deliverer of
his people from the rule of Chushan-rish-athaim, were
of'Edomite extraction. In fact, the whole of Southern
Judah was occupied by tribes of Edomite descent.
The J erahtneelites traced their origin from ~"brother
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ofCaleb (r Chr. ii. 42), anJ in the age of David the
district of Judah was distinguished from that of
Caleb (r Sam. xxx. 14). Indeed, it would seem from
the Song of Deborah and Barak, that the name of
Judah did not come to be territorially applied until
a comparatively late date. The name is not included
among those of the Israelitish tribes in the: Song,
whi.le the Amalekites, the southern neighbours of
what was afterwards the tribe of Judah, are described
as bordering upon Ephraim and Benjamin .(Judg. v.
14). Judah, it would appear, was an amalgamation
of the Kenizzite clan of Caleb and the Hebrew
settlers around them. The absorption and disappearance of Simeon and Dan would thus have brought
with it the rise of Judah.
This is in accordance with the indirect testimony
of the geographical names recorded at Medinet Habu.
Though so many of them belonged to the territory
of Judah, the name of Judah itself is not fourid
among th~m. The only loc.ility in which the older
literature of Egypt knows of the existence of Yaudu
or Jews is a locality in which it is impossible to look
for one of the sons of Jacob. One of the tablets of
Tel el-Amarna is a letter from Northern Syria, which
is unfortunately much_ broken. · What is left of it,
however, reads as follows-'.' Thou hast mac!e me
stand iri front of the great gate, and thou art my lord,
and let my lord listen to the servants of his servant.
Send Aziru thy s:::rvant into the places for which
thou didst not commission (?) him, and let him defend
the provinces of the king my lord. A second time
(I say) to Dudn my lord: Hear the words of the
kings of the country of Nukhasse (which) they have
x
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spoken unto me: Thy father with gold . . . the king
of Egypt, and . . . the end of his levy from Egypt
and all the provinces and soldiers of the Y aud u . . .
[thus] they have spoken ... [send therefore] Azim
from Egypt, and now I will remove (?) the Yaudu
from the country of Tuni[p]." Tunip was the modern
Tennib, north-west of Aleppo, while Nukhasse, the
Anaugas of the Egyptian texts, was a district of
Northern Syria. On the other hand, the name of the
Jews is written Yauda or Yaudu in the Assyrian
inscriptions precisely as that of the Yaudu is in the
Tel el-Amarna tablet. The only possible way, however, in which to bring together the Yauda of the
Assyrian monuments and the Yaudu of the Te-I elAmarna letter would be by the improbable supposition that the tribe of Judah once served as a
body of soldiers in the Egyptian army, and were
employed at one time in garrisoning Tunip. It is
simpler to believe that the resemblance of name is
accidental, more especially when we remember that
there was a city called J ehud within the borders of
Dan (Josh. xix. 45), while Ya'di was the name of the
kingdom over which the kings of Samahla ruled
according to the inscriptions discovered at Sinjerli.
In any case the first settlers in what was .afterwards.
the territory of Judah of whom we have positive
evidence were not Jews, but tribes of Edomite
descent.
It is, then, possible that the Shasu, whose chief is
depicted at Medinet Habu, included among them
some of the near kinsfolk of the Israelitish invaders
of Palestine. This would explain the campaign of
Ramses against that part of' the country which was
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afterwards called Judah. His cam paigri against the
south of Canaan would have stood in close connection
with his campaign against Mount Seir; in both cases
it was the same enemy whom he intended to punish
and terrify. Hebron, whose name is recorded at
Medi:net Habu, was a possession of Caleb.
The Israelitish conquest of Canaan must have been
considerably aided by that sudden invasion by the
peoples of the north of which the Egyptian insoriptions inform us. The Canaanitish cities cannot
but have suffered from it, and thus have been the less
able to 1°esist the new attack from the eastern side of
the Jordan. At the same time, the northern invasion
introduced a people into Palestine who proved for
centuries to come a thorn in the side of the tribes of
Israel.
These were the Pulista or Philistines. Though
Ramses III. captured Gaza, it does not seem to have
remained long in the possession of the Egyptians,
but to have formed, with the other four Philistine
cities, a securely fortified centre of Philistine power.
The five cities, which in the days of the Egyptian
empire in Asia .had been the seats of Egyptian garrisons, and which continued to belong to Egypt as late
as the reign of Meneptah, the Pharaoh of the Exodus,
had now passed for ever into other hands. From
henceforth Gaza and Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron 'and
Gath are Philistine strongholds.
No sooner were the Philistines established upon
Canaanite soil, than they seem to have set .themselves
to the_ task of conquering the interior of the country.
Repulsed from Egypt, they turned to their neighbours
towards the ec:st. From the earliest period of the
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Israelitish settlement in Palestine the southern tribes
had to con tend against Philistine attacks, and a time
came when these attacks proved successful. The
southern tribes became subject to the "lords" of the
Philistines, who prevented them from using weapons
of iron, and drove every blacksmith out of the land.
When the instinct of self-preservation at length compelled the Israelitish tribes to unite together under
a single leader and king, the Philistine was in posSGssion of the passes which led to the north, and· it
became a question whether the whole of Israel would
not have to bow its neck in servitude to the "uncircumcised" warriors of Philistia. But though-Saul
perished in the struggle, his work had not been in
vain; David and Joab beat back the invader, and
for a while the Philistine cities acknovvledged the
supremacy of the Jewish kings.
The third "judge" whose name is recorded was
already involved in war with the Philistine enemy.
Shamgar, the son of Anath, .1' slew of the Philistines
six hundred men with an ox-goad'." Shamgar is an
interesting name, ·since it is the Assyrian Sumgir, and
the name of his father is that of the Assyrian goddess
Anat. The tablets of Tel el-Amarna have explained
how Assyrian names came to be imported into
Canaan, and Anath, as we see from the existence of a
Beth-anoth or" temple of Anat," had been worshipped
within the territory of a tribe of Judah.
What may be a contemporaneous allusion to
Shamgar is to be found in the Song of Deborah and
Barak (] udg. v. 6). At any rate, it is clear from the
context that if the lifetime of Deborah did not
actually fall within the judgeship of Shamgar, she
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must have lived immediately after him. In his time,
it is declared, "the highways were unoccupied, and
the travellers walke::l through by-ways." Nothing
can describe more pointedly the condition into which
the country was reduced by the Philistine inroads.
The Israelitish fellahin who cultivated the fields and
inhabited the villages, were exterminated or else
driven within the walls of the cities. Even here they
were not safe ; the Philistines, it would appear, had
already inaugurated the policy qf forbidding the
blacksmith's art to be practised among their conquered foe, and a shield or spear was not to be seen
"among forty thousand in Israel" CJ udg. v. 8).
It was while the southern tribes were thus suffering
at the hands of the_ Philistines that the northern
trjbes were threatened by "the kings of Canaqn."
A~cording to the historical introduction to the Song
of Deborah, Jabin, king of Hazor, was at the head of
the hostile confederacy, the leader of his forces being
Sisera, "which dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles."
In the Song Sisera takes the place -of Jabin, the
kings cf Canaan, of whom J abin was one, fighting
under him, not as mercenary allies, but as vassal
princes.
'vVe have already seen that in the tablets of Tel
el_-Amarna Hazor was one of the cities which were
allowed to keep their old line of kings. 1he
governor of Tyre, in one of his letters to the Pharaoh,
complains that the king of Hazor was plotting with
the Bedawin against the Egyptian governrient. It
is stated in the Book of Joshua (eh. xi.), that Jabin
of Hazor was conquered by J cshua and his city
de!)troyed; but this is inconsistent with what we
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are told in the Book of Judg·es, and it would therefore seem that a conquest is ascribed to the age of
Joshua which really happened at a later date.
The
only alternative is to adopt the usual view of the
"higher critics," and regard the statement in the Book
of Judges as a mistake. Perhaps the excavator and
archceologist will hereafter furnish us with materials
for clearing up the difficulty.,
Mr. Tomkins has suggested that in Sisera we have
a Hittite name. .The name is certainly without a
Semitic etymology, and we know of several Hittite
princes whose names terminated in sera or sir. The
Hittite king of Kadesh who was the opponent of
Ramses II. was called Khata-sera, his secretary.and
annalist was Khilip-sera, whi.Je the Jast king of
Carchemish, according to the Assyrian inscriptions,
was Pi-siri or Pi-siris.
If we could see in Sisera the Hittite king of
Kadesh we should have a good historical reason for
the confederacy which was formed against Israel, and
which met its death-blow "in Taanach, by the waters
of Megiddo." More than once· the Egyptian monuments present us with the picture of just such
another confederacy. In the war of Thothmes III.,
for instance, against the Hittites of Kadesh, the
kings of Canaan were gathered as vassals under the
hanner of their Hittite lord just as they were under
that of Sisera, and the spot where the decisive battle
was fought was the plain of Megiddo. The defeat of
Sisera would thus have been one of those repetitions
in history which are brought about by a continuance
of the same political and geographical conditions.
It mu.s.t certainly seem stran~e to the studept of
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ancient oriental history that the Book of Judges
should contain no reference to the Hittites of Kadesh.
The restoration of the text in 2 Sam. xxiv. 6 by.the
help of the Vatican manuscript of the Septuagint
has shown that the kingdom of the " Hittites of
Kadesh" still existed at the close of David's reign,
and it is difficult to understand why a people which
the wars with Ramses II. left on a footing of equality
with Egypt, and which subsequently took part in the
invasion of Egypt' in the reign of Ramses III.,
should have suddenly ceased to interfere in the affairs
of Palestine. If Sisera were indeed the Hittite
master of Kadesh on the Orantes, the problem would
be solved. The battle of Taanach broke up the con.
fedet·acy of which Kadesh was the head, and warned
the Hittite princes off the land of Israel. The blow
it inflicted was like the blow inflicted by Thothmes
III. on a similar confederacy some three hundred
years before.
The Hittites of 'l{adesh were the last great foreign
power the Israelites had reason to fear. Egypt had
fallen into its decadence ; so too had Babylonia,
where the Kassite dynasty had come fo an end ; and
Chushan-rish-athaim was the last king of AramNaharaim who found his way to Southern Palestine.
When the Assyrian monarch Tiglath-pileser I.
marched past Mitanni about B.C. I 100, the glory had
already departed fro.m it. ·,The old kingdom, of
Naharaim was rapidly going to decay. The only
power, in fact, which was rising on the horizon was
that of Assyria: But though there were Assyrian
monarchs who led their armies to " the land of the
Amori,tes" and the shores of the Mediterranean in
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the age of the Judges, we have at present" no indication that they made their way further south.
Tiglath-pileser I., as we have seen, killed a porpoise
in a ship of Arvad, and received a crocodile and other
gifts from the Egyptian Pharaoh ; but we do not
hear of his having gone near the Egyptian frontier
itself. His son and successor Assur-bil-kala erected
images in the towns and districts of a country which
we may infer to have been that of the Amorites, since
"Anu and the gods of the land of the Amorites" are
invoked to preserve the inscriptions engraved on them.
A later king, Assur-irbi, carved his image on the cliffs
of Mount Amanus, overlooking the Gulf of Antioch.
He was, however, unfortunate at a subsequent peri9d
in his reign. "The king of Aram "-probably the
Aram'-Naharaim of Scripture-captured the stronghold of Mutkinu on the eastern bank of the Euphrates,
which Tiglath-pileser I. had fortified so as to secure
the ford of the river and the command .of the road
to the west. The loss of the city seems to have cut
off the Assyrians from the western coast of Asia; at
all events we have to wait till the beginning of the
ninth century B.C. before we find their armies again
marching against Syria and Phcenicia.
It was during this period of freedom from the
,attacks of powerful neighbours that the kingdom of
David and Solomon had time to grow up and decay.
The nations of Palestine and Syria had been left to
fight out their ()Wn battles, undisturbed by the great
kingdoms and empires which had once existed at their
side. The enemies of Israel were partly the small.
states and tribes which surrounded it, partly its own
internal anarchy and want of a central head. Even
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the Philistines were at first dangerous only to th~
tribes in the south. It is not until after the fall of
the kingdom of Abimelech that we hear of the
Philistines attacking Israel as a whole (Judg. x. 7).
From this time forward, however, the tribes on the
western side of the Jordan were more and more
called upon to struggle for bare existence against
their persistent foes. But it was just this struggle with
the "uncircumcised" Philistines that consolidated the
disunited tribes into a single nation. It made them
recognise their common origin, their common centre
of worship, and their common national God ; and
last, but not least, it made them conscious of the
necessity of putting themselves under a leader whose
commands they. should all obey. The monarchy
saved Israel from destruction, but the foun·der of the
monarchy himself perished in the long conflict with
the national foe. It was left for David to complete
the work that had been begun by Saul.
Thanks to tbe military genius of Joab and the
body of veteran troops which had been formed by
the war with the Philistines, the kingdom of David
rapidly developed into an empire. After the Philistines, Moab, the country of David's anc.estress, Ruth,
was the first to fall. Then came the turn of Ammon.
In both cases the fighting force of the country was
decimated, and the population terrorised by cruelties
similar to those which the Assyrian king, Assurnatsir-pal, boastfully depicts on the walls of his
palace as inflicted on a conquered enemy. Ammon
had invoked the aid of the Syrian princes in the
north; but all in vain. Even Hadad-ezer of Zobah,
who had established his power on the ruins of that of
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Aram-Naharaim, had sent his forces to no purpose
against the captains of Israel. The "kings that were
servants to Hadad-ezer" in Rehob, Maacah, Damascus
and Toh were overthrown, and Damascus· became
a dependency of Israel. Hadad-ezer now summoned
the Ararnceans on the eastern bank of the Euphrates,
in the former territory of Mitanni, and they pitched
their camp at Helam, which may possibly be Aleppo,
the Khalman of the cuneiform texts. Here they
were met by-the army of David, and their defeat was
so complete that they" feared to help the children of
Ammon any more."
The conquest of Ammon and Damascus was
followed by that of Edom. No details are giv<::n
of the Edomite war, but the subjugati,on of the
mountain-tribes of Seir cannot have been an easy or
rapid matter. What the Pharaohs of Egypt, however, had failed to do, was effected by the Israelitish
army, and garrisons were established throughout "all
Edom." The possession of Edom gave David the
command of the Yam Suph or Gulf of Aqabah, and
of the trade of which Elath and Ezion-geber were
the ports.
Zobah appears as Tsubiti in the Assyrian texts.
In the tribute-lists it is named between Hadrach or
Damascus and Samahla, the modern Sinjerli. Consequently it must have included that part of Syria
which lay eastward of Hamath and the Orontes, and
stretched from the neighbourhood of Baalbek to that
of Aleppo and Carchemish in the north. It \Vas
consequently a kingdom of which Palmyra was in
later times the s,uccessor. But it was essentially an
Aramcean kingdom, and must have arisen on the
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ruins of the kingdoms of the Hittites and of Mitanni.
It marked the revival of those Arama:an Semites
who had so long been held; in subjection by the
intrusive invaders from the north.
It is therefore very noticeable that the overthrow
of Hadad-ezer brought David into friendly relations
with Hamath, "for Hadad-ezer had wars with Toi"
of Hamath. These frien<lly relations seem to have
lasted down to the time when Hamath was absorbed
into the Assyrian empire; at all events the natural
interpretation of 2 Kings xiv. 28 is that Hamath was
in close alliance with Judah, and the cuneiform inscriptions have shown that such was actually the
case.
Now the discovery of Hittite monuments on the
site of Hamath has made it clear that the city was
once in Hittite hands. This must have been after
the age of the Eighteenth Egyptian dynasty, but
before the age of David, since the notices which we
have of it from the epoch of David onwards indicate
that it had again become Semitic. It may be,
however, that Toi and his son Joram belonged to the
race of Hittite conquerors. If so, hostility between
Hamath and Zobah would be very simply explained.
The name of Toi or Tou, moreover, does not seem to
be Semitic ; it is difficult to find for it a Semitic
etymology, while Tuya is the name o( an Amorite
in one of the letters of Tel el-Amarna. On the
other hand, t-he name of Joram is not only genuinely
Semitic, but also genuinely Hebrew. It contains, in
fact, the name of the national God of the Hebrews.
We have only one other certain instance of such a
name being borne by one who was not of Israditish
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descent, and that other instance is also a Hamathite
king. The king of Hamath conquered by Sargon
bears the double name of IIO.-bihdi and Yahu-bihdi,
just as the son of Toi bears the double name of
] o-ram and Hado-ram (I Chr. xviii. IO). In the one
case it is e!" God" which corresponds with Yahu or
Yahveh, in the other case it is Had or Hadad, the
supreme deity of the Syrians.
Does this mean that the name of the national God
of Israel was also known to the people of Hamath?
It would not be safe to draw such a conclusion. The
name of Hadoram might have been ·changed to
Joram out of compliment to David after the embassy
had been sent to him by Toi, while it is possible tha~
Yahu-bihdi was of Jewish origin. At all events
Sargon tells us expressly that he was a us~rper who
had no right to the throne, and a few years previously
Hamath had engaged in war with Assyria through
"reliance" on Azariah of Judah.
Some light has been cast by, the monuments on ·
the name of Hadad-ezer, as well as upon the cities
whichDavid took from him. The king of Damascus,
called Ben-Hadad in the First )3ook of Kings, is
called Hadad-idri in the Assyrian inscriptions: Idri
is the Aramaic form of ezer, and· the name signifies .
"(The Sun-god) Hadad (is) a helper." From the
fact that the king of Zobah was Hadad-ezer, and not
Hadad-idri, we can infer that one at least of the
phonetic changes which distinguish the Aramaic
dialects had not yet made its way into the language
of Zobah. The language of Zobah stood near,cr to
Hebrew than did the language of Damascus.
The two cities of Hadad-ezer captured by David
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must have been not far from the northern frontier of
Israel. A comparison of their_ names, as given in the
Boo~<s of Samuel and Chronicles, goes to show that
they should be read Tibhath and Berothai. Tibhath
is a city with which E6yptian history has made us.
acquainted. 1 In the list of cities conquered by
Thothmes III. Tubikhu figures between Khazi near
Shechem and Damascus, and from the tablets of
Tel el-Amarna we learn that it occupied an important position near the borderland between P dl~s
rine and C~le-Syria, In the "Travels of a Mohar,"
a work composed by an Egyptian scribe in the time
of Ramses II., the tourist who came from the north
is described as taking the road to Kadesh and
Tubakhi. After this "the Magar," or Magoras, the
river of Beyrout, is named, then the mountain of
Shaua, which is described by Tiglath-pileser III. as
a spur of Lebanon, and finally Birotha. Whether
this Birotha, "the cisterns," is the same as the Derothai
from which David procured so much bronze, it is impossible to say; the latter, however, is alluded to by
Ezekiel (xlvii. 16), who places it in the vicinity of
Hamath, and may be the Bartu which is mentioned
in the list of Thothmes shortly after Damascus, and
three names before "the land of Tu bi" or Toh. In
this Tubi we recognise the Tob over which Hadadezer claimed supremacy, and from which _he drew a
part of. his forces.
1 The identification is due to Valdemar Schmidt in his
"Assyrien's og lEgypten's gamle Historic," ii. p. 742. The
Septuagint sh9ws ·that the original reading in 2 Sam. viii: 8
was Tebakh, of which Betakh is a .corruption. It is called
Tebah in Gen. xxiii. 24.
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Before we leave the Books of Samuel we must
not forget to ask whether the records of Egypt and
Assyria have rendered us any assistance towards
settling the date of the foundation of the Israelitish
monarchy. To this question an affirn1ative answer
can be returned. Thanks to the business-like precision of the Assyrians in chronological matters, we
are at length in the possession of a trustworthy
chronology which reaches bacl~ to the ninth century
before our era, and serves as a basis for determining
the dates of a still earlier period ..
The Assyrian: year was marked by the name of
an officer who was called a tz'mmtt. The limmtt or
"eponym" entered upon his office each new year's
day, and careful registers were kept by the ~uccessive
eponyms. The institution went back to ancient
times. The oldest inscription of any length yet discovered in Assyria-that of King Rimmon-nirari I.,
about B.C. 1330-is dated in a certain eponymy, and
cuneiform tablets found near Kaisariyeh in I(appadokia, which probably.. belong to the same age as
the Tel el-Amarna~ correspondence, show that the
Assyrian colony established there dated their documents in a similar way. The broken copies we
possess of the lists of eponyms begin with the
year 909 B.c. We must look to future excavation to furnish us with earlier and more complete
lists.
Besides these lists the Assyrians also kept a
chronicle of the events of the year during which a
particular eponym was in office, Whatever happened
during the year was briefly noticed after the name of
the cponym who gave his name to it. Fragments of
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such a chronicle have been preserved to us, commencing with B.C. 858.
In Babylonia there was a different system of
chronological reckoning. Time was there reckoned
by the reigns of the kings who were arranged in,
dynasties, and certain events were chosen to represent particular eras. The annals of the united
kingdom, which had its capital at Babylon, began
with B.C. 2468, when the First dynasty of Babylon
was considered to have established itself on the
throne. It is questionable, however, whether an
exact chronology can be traced back beyond I 806
B.C. But an approximately correct chronology, the
Babylonians believed, extended backwards to a much
earlier period. Nebonidos, for instance, tells us that
Naram-Sin, the son of Sargon of Accad, reigned 3200
years before himself, that is to say, about B.C. 3750.
From the time of Ahab and Jehu, as we shall see
hereafter, the Israelites and Jews were brought more
and more frequently into contact with the Assyrians.
In this way it has become possible to establish a
series of synchronisms between the history of Assyria
and that contained in the Books of Kings, and to
restore the chronology of the kings of Judah and
Israel, so long the despair of the chronologist. We
now know that Ahab was still alive in B.C. 854, that
Jehu paid tribute to the Assyrian monarch in B.C. 842,
that Menahem and Azariah had intercourse with
Tiglath~pileser III. in B.C. 738, that Sargon captured
Samaria in B.C; 722, and that the campaign of Sennacherib against Hezekiah took place in B.C. 7or. It
thus becomes clear that the chronology of the Second
Book of Kings is more than forty years in excess ..
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If the death of Ahab happened two years after the
battle at Qarqara, in which he acted as an ally of the
Syrian king against the Assyrians, the accession of
his son must be dated B.C. 852, <'>r 45 years later
than the date 'assigned to it by Archbishop Usher.
Assuming, therefore, that there is no error in the
chronology of the reigns between the revolt of the
Ten Tribes and the death of Ahab, we should have
B.C. 930 as the date of Solomon's death. This would
agree with the Tyrian chronology which makes
Hiram, the contemporary of David and Solomon,
reign trom B.C. 969 to 936. 1
Solomon was also the contemporary of Shishak or
Sheshonk I., the founder of the Twenty-second
Egyptian dynasty. Unfortunately we do not know
his precise date ; all we can be .certain of is that he
reigned twenty-one years. Boeckh, on the authority
of Manetho, places the commencement of his reign in
B.C. 934; Unger, on the same authority, in B.C. 930;
.while Leps:us pushes it back to B.C. 96r.
The exact length of Solomon's reign is not given
in the Old Testament, the forty years assigned to it
being, in Hebrew idiom, an indefinite period, the real
length of which was unknown to the author. Thus,
1 Menander, the Tyrian historian, made 143 years and 8
months elapse frcih1 the date of the building of Solomon's
temple to the foundation of Carthage (in B.C. 826), the length
of Hiram's reign being 34 years. According tor Kings ix. ro, r 1,
Hiram was still governing Tyre in the twentieth year of Solomon's reign; although, according to 2 Sam. v. r r, Hiram had
sent architects to David short! y after his capture of Jerusalem
and before Solomon was born. Josephus, however, seems to
be more correct in stating that the fourth year of Solomon was
the twelfth of Hiram.
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in' 2 Sam. xv. 7, Absalom is .said to have rebelled
against, his father " forty years" after his return to
Jerusalem, and yet the history of David's reign shows
that it could not have actually b<i!en more than one
or two. Materials exist, however, which enable us
to determine approximately how long it was that
Solomon sat ~pon the throne. It would seem from
1 Kings iii. 1 that he began to build his own palace
before the foundations of the temple were ready to
be laid. This happened in the fourth year of his
reign (2 Kings vi. 37). ·The temple was finished in
seven years, whereas the completion of the palace
required thirteen years (2 Kings vi. 38, vii. 1). We
may therefore assume that the palace was finished in
the fifteenth year of the king's reign, and that he
then set about erecting the fortification called Milla
as a protection for it (2 Kings ix. 24). It was while
Milla was in course of construction that Jeroboam
fled to Egypt, and was there hospitably received by
Shishak (1 Kings xi. 26-40). The Twenty-first
dynasty, with which Solomon had allied himself by
marriage, had come to'an end, and it is probable that
the founder of the new dynasty, who seems to have
been the hereditary leader of the Libyan ·mercenaries,
bore no good:-will to the son-in-law of a former
Pharaoh. However this may be, Shishak was already
on the throne somewhere abo_ut the sixteenth year of
Solomon, and as ·he invaded Judah five years after
Solomon's death, while his own reign did not last
more than twenty-one years, it is evident that the
Jewish monarch cannot have lived more than fifteen
years longer.
It is probable that the invasion of ·Palestine was one
y
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of the last events of Shishak's reign. An inscription
among the quarries of Silsilis, dated in his twenty-first
year,records the order given to his architect to build
a gateway and hall at Karnak. The order was
carried out, as the so-called "Hall of the Bubastids"
still remains to testify. It was in connection with
this "Hall " that the southern wall of the great court
at Karnak was covered with the escutcheons of the
conquered cities of Judah and Israel. The campaign
in Palestine must consequently have taken place
before the twenty-first year of the king's reign, though
probably not very long previously.
If it took place in his twentieth year, the death of
Solomon would have occurred when the Egypti~n
monarch had been fifteen years on the t?rone. Between that event accordingly and the flight of J eroboam during the building of Milla not more than at
most fourteen or fifteen years could have intervened.
If we make it fifteen years and suppose that J etoboam
did not take refuge at the Egyptian court until the
building of the fortress of Milla was already somewhat advanced, we should have about thirty-two years
for the full length of Solomon's reign.
With this agrees the view of the Biblical writer
that the work of building came to an end with the
first half of the king's reign (r Kings ix. 10). We
may therefore place the commencement of the reign
in B.C. 962, always remembering that the date may
be a year or more too high. As David reigned
seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in J erusal\'!m his acc.ession would fall in B.C. 1002, while the
foundation of the monarchy under Sau[ may be assigned to B.C. 1020. This would be some sixty years

DEVELOPMENT OF THE ISRAELITISH NATION.

323

later than the time when the Assyrian king Assurbil-kala was setting up statues in the cities and districts of" the iand of the Amorites."
With the Books of Samuel we enter upon a period
when the main outlines of Old Testament history are
no longer calied in question. The most sceptical
of critics ad~its the historical character of Eli and
Samuel, of Saul and David, as well as the general
credibility of the narrative. The inconsistencies and
contradictions he may have discovered in it are no
longer held to prove its entire untrustworthiness.
The portions of the story upon which doubt is cast
are for the most part portions about which the archceologist must necessarily be silent. They relate to
events which in the nature of things cannot be vouched
for by monumental evidence. We cannot expect to
find inscriptions which describe the apparition of
Samuel to Saul, or the single combat between David
and Goliath. At most we can only point'-to monumental records which incidentally illustrate some of
the statements of the text.
It is .thus that the' cuneiform tablets of Babylon
have given us a parallel to the consecration of Samuel
by his mother to the service of God. The temple
of the Sun-god at Sippara, north of Babylon, had
attached to it a sort of college or monastery, consisting of a number of priests who had been consecrated
to the service of the deity and were not allowed to
marry. It is probable that similar institutions were
attached to other Babylonian temples, or at least to
those which were dedicated to~ the Sun-god. It is
also possible that they are alluded to in 2 Kings
xxiii. 7 as having existed at Jerusalem until suppressed by Josiah. However this may be, the mcm-
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hers of the institution in Babylonia lived in a building
apart by themselves under a president. They were
called upon to perform certain religious functions in
the daily service of the temple, and were supported,
by the state.
,
We hear of the consecration of three of them in
one of the cuneiform tablets now in the B1~itish
Museum which have been brought from Babylonia.
The translation of the tablet is as follows : " The
woman U mmu-dhabat, the daughter of N ebo-bil-utsur,
the wife of Samas-yuballidh, the son of Bel-Bit-Uri,
the priest of the Sun-god, who has brought a document to him and also her three sons Samas-edhir,
Nidittum and Arad-Kin; and who has spoken .as
follows to Bel-yuballidh, the priest of Sippara: 'They
have not yet entered the House of the Males ; with
my sons I have lived, with my sons I have grown old
since they were little, until they have been counted
among the men' ; on the day when Umrnu-dhabat
[has said this], let her enter the House of the Males,
according to the writing of the document which lies
before Bel-yuballidh the priest of Sippara . . . Samasedhir, Nidittum [and Arad-Kin], her [three] sons
she gives to [the service of the Sun~Jgod. The witnesses are : N ebo-zira-yukin the son of Bel-[natsirJ
the son of Mukallim, Bel-natsir the son of Samasyuballidh, N ebo-[ musetiq-udda] the son of Tsill~,
Rimut the son of Musezib-Bel the son of Babutu,
••. [the son] of Bel-yukin the son of Rimmon-yume ;
dated [Sippara] the twenty-first day of the .month
. Nisan, the fifth year of Kambyses King of Babylon,
the king of the world." 1
1 See my translation of the tablet in the" Records of the Past,"
New Series, iv. pp. 109-u3.
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The document is drawn up in due legal -form, in
accordance with the habits of so business-like a people
as the Babylonians, and thus. bears evidence that
similar gifts of children by their parents to th<:; service of the deity were not of uncommon occurrence.
It will be noticed that the three sons of U mmu-dhabat
had already reached man's estate when they were
dedicated to the Sun-god by their mother, and that
she testifies to having lived continuously with them
since they were "little," so that consequently they
had never taken wives. It is interesting to find so
close a parallel to Hannah's gift of Samuel to the
Lord.
There is yet another point, in which light is incidentally thrown by the cuneiform inscriptiQns upon
the earlier chapters of the Books of Sa!mue1. This is
the mention of the Philistine god Dagon. Dagon is
popularly supposed to have had the form of a fish,
the origin of the belief being a derivation of the name
from the Hebrew word ddg "a fish." But there is
nothing iri the Scriptural narrative which lends countenance to such an idea. On the contrary the hands
of Dago,n are referred to (r Sam. v. 4) and the loss
of his head and hands is stated to have left him a
mere useless torso.
The decipherment of the cuneiform texts has in- ·
formed us who really was the Fish-god sometimes
depicted upon Babylonian and Assyrian seals. He
was Ea, the god of wisdom and of the deep, with
whom Dagonhad not the smallest connection. Dagon,
in fact, was a divinity of Sumerian origin, who is
associated in the inscriptions with Anu, the god of
the skr. That his worship was carried westward from
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Babylonia we know from the fact that Sargon " inscribed the laws" of Harran "according to the wish
of the gods Anu and Dagon." It would appear,
therefore, that Dagon was one of the numerous
deities whose names and worship were introduced
into Canaan during the long period of Babylonian
iilfluence and supremacy. Thus a native etymology
was found for the name, as the fragments of Sanchu~
niathon preserved by Philo Byblius expressly inform
us, in the Canaanitish word dagan "corn." 1 Dagon
became a god of corn, an agricultural deity who
watched over the growth and ripening of the
crops.
This will explain the curious trespass-offering that
was made by the Philistines to the God of Israel.
"Five ·golden mice . . . that mar the land" were
among the offerings sent by them along with the ark.
Yahveh of Israel was looked upon as essentially "the
Lord of hosts," "a man of war," and as such he was
the antagonist of the agricultural god of the Philistine
c1t1es. He had proved his superior power by overthrowing the image of their god, just as in external
nature the corn which was under that god's protection was destroyed by th<:! mice. It was accordingly
natural to conclude that the mice were the instruments
and symbols of the God of Israel, and that the surest
1

The passage runs (in Cory's translation) : " But Ouranos
(Ann) succeeding to the kingdom of his father contracted marriage with his sister the Earth, and had by her four sons, Ilus
(El) who is called Kronus, and Betylus (Beth-el), and Dagon
which signifies corn, and Atlas." Later on we are told that the
son of Dagon was Demaroon, and that" Dagon aftet he had
found out bread-corn and the plough was called Zeus Arotrios
(the ploughman) " (Euseb. "Prcep. Evang." i. 6).
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way of appeasing his wrath was to present him with
them in a costly form.
.
That Philo Byblius is right in describing Dagon as
the god of corn is shown by a Phrenician cylindrical
seal of crystal now in the Ashmolean Museum at
Oxford. On this the name of "Baal-Dagon" is
written in Phrenician letters, while an ear of corn is
engraved near it. There are other symbols on the
seal, such as the winged solar disk, a gazelle, and
several stars, but there is no figure of a fish.
With the Books of Samuel the pedod is closed
when the history of Israel runs as it were along a
course of its own, unaffected by the histories of the
great empires of the ancient East. The Israelitish
monarchy has been founded, and for a time seems
destined to weld the tribes of Israel into a singie
coherent state. But the elements of division existed
in it from the first. Even in the time of David the
cohesion was not great, and the revolts which characterised his reign found their support in a feeling of
antagonism between Judah and the northern tribes.
The choice of Jerusalem as a capital, while it united
Benjamin with Judah, did nothing towards conciliating the other tribes. On. the contrary, it brought
into fuller relief the fact that the ruling dynasty was
Jewish, and the taxes required for the maintenance
of Solomon's court and for the construction of the
buildings he erected, though levied from all parts of
the kingdom, benefited Judah alone. Ephraim could
but look with jealous eyes on the fortification and
embellishment of a city which belonged to a rival
tribe, or on the rise of a temple which deprived the
older and more famous sanctuaries of their prestige
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and wealth. The growth of Jerusalem brought with
it the decay of Beth-el and Shechem.
In the Books of Kings we read the history of the
result of this opposition between the interests and the
feelings of the northern ancI the southern tribes. The
empire of David falls to pieces in the hands of his
unwarlike son, and the kingdom of Israel quickly
follows it. The twelve tribes had long existed only
in name. Simeon and Dan had been absorbed into
Judah, Reuben had~been lost in Moab, and Levi had
become-if indeed it had ever been otherwise-a
priestly caste. The twelve districts into which the
kingdom of Solomon was divided for the purposes
of government ignored altogether the old divisions of
the tribes (r Kings iv. 7-19). More and more the
country had tended to separate itself into' two main
sections, those of the north and of the south. The
south started with a capital, a central temple, and a
dynasty whose name was connected with a glorious
past. The north had none of these advantages.
From the outset its religious centres were twofold,
its capital was shifting, and its kings owed their
power rather to successful revolt and the choice of
the army than to inherited respect. It is small
wonder, therefore, that while Judah survived, the
kingdom of the northern tribes perished. The walls
of Samaria: failed to resist the Assyrian invader as
did those of Jerusalem, and the best of the Samaritan
kings failed to win: the reverence and loyalty which
were accorded in· Judah even to an Ahaz. Though
the name of Israel lingered in the north, it was in
the south that the nation of Israel survived.

CHAPTER VIL
GEOGRAPHY AND LANGUAGE,

AT the moment when for a brief space the whole
of Palestine obeyed a single rule, we may pause a
little and consider what the monuments of ancient
Egypt have to tell us about the early geography of
the country. First and foremost among these monuments are the cuneiform tablets of Tel el-Amarna.
Next in importance is the list of the places captured
by Thothmes III. in Palestine, and engraved by his
orders on the walls of the temple of-Karnak. Then
comes the curious fragment of old Egyptian literature,
usually known as "The Travels of the Mohar," which
was composed by a scribe in the reign of Ramses II.
It describes the adventures, or rather misadventures,
of a " Mohar" or military "commander" 1 who is
supposed to make a journey in his chariot through
Syria and Canaan. One of the objects of its author
1 The word is generally translated "champion." But it is the
Babylonian 1nuharzt " commander," and should be so transcribed. We musi: see in lt one of the many technical words
like abrek, abrikku, which were borrowed from Babylonia. In
the cuneiform inscriptions bf the Seleukid and Arsakid period
the usual word for the "governor" of a city is mumahiY. Sargon
entitles himself" the muhartt" "to whom the god Ea has given
supreme power 11
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seems to have been to exhibit his knowledge of the
names of localities in vVestern Asia.
Of subordinate importance are the lists given by
Ramses II. at Karnak, and by Ramses III. .at
Med!net Habu, containing the names of the places
which they had conquered during their Palestinian
campaigns. Those of Ramses II. are much injured,
but can be restored in many cases by a comparison
with the corresponding names enumerated by Ramses
III. Indeed so exact is the correspondence between
the two in several instances, as ,to raise the question
whether the later king of the Twentieth dynasty,
Ramses III., has not simply copied the lists of his
predecessor of the Nineteenth. All doubt on the
subject, however, is set at rest by a closer examination of the lists. That of Ramses III. is not only
much fuller than' that of Ramses II., iLalso observes
a stricter geographical order. lf it sometimes gives
a wrong character where the old list has the right
one, the conver,<;e is also the case, and we are able 'to
correct the false spellings of the Scribe of Ramses I I.
by the more correct transcription of the names in the
geographical "cartouches" at Medin et Habu. Thus
the word which is written qa'zt "district" at Med!net
Habu appears as qa' in the text of Ramses II. at
Karnak:,1 and the name of the Dead Sea, which was
7

1 Qau is identical with qaz', which is translated "plateau " by
Brugsch in his Dictionary, from the Egyptian root qci "to raise."
But the word seems to be of foreign origin, since it is written
gau(t) in the Poem bf Pentaur, where the determinatives both
of "road" and of " country" are attached to it. De Rouge
identified.,. it with the Hebrew gay "valley,'' but the sense will
not suit. Qaz' has merely the determinative of" locality." The
names of places in Southern Palestine given l;>y Ramses II. at
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"the Lake of Rothpana" according to Ramses IIL,
is made " Ropa[ na]" by Ramscs I I. If there has
been borrowing, the scribes of Ramses III. and
Ramses I I. must alike have borrow.ed from some
common source. But of this common source no trace
exists.
Besides the geographical lists, the historical inscriptions of th~ Pharaohs give us from time to time some
account of the geography of Canaan. This is more
especially the case with the annals of Thothmes II I.
The historical inscriptions supplement the lists, and
often help us in locaUsing the places enumerated in the
latter. The campaign of Thothmes III., for instance,
defines the position of Aluna, which occurs among
the geographical " cartouches " at Karnak, while
another name which is found among them-that of
Shemesh-Aduma - is called Shemshu-Aduma in a
historical text of Amenophis II.1 Thanks to the
patient labours of Mariette and other scholars, of
whom the Rev. H. G. Tomkins is the latest and
most complete, the names given by Thothmes III.
have been for the most part identified with certainty. 2
These identifications can now be supplemented by
Karnak are those which, owing to miscopying, appear in an
unintelligible form in Brugsch's "History of Egypt," English
translation, 2nd edit., ii. p. 67, where, for instance, the first name,
" Qa-sa-na-litha" ought to be Qa'a-n-Salem' "the district of
Salem."
1 On a stele against the northern pylon of Karnak, line 3 ;
published by Bouriant, "Recueil de Travaux relatifs a la Philologie et a l'Archeologie egyptiennes et assyriennes,'' xiii. 3, p.
16r.
.
See Mr. Tomkins's article in the "Records of the Past,"
New Series, vol. v.
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the geographical lists of Ramses II. and Ramses III.,
which I have recently copied at Karnak and Med!net
Habu.
We learn from the Tel-el-Amarna tablets that the
desert which extended from the great " Wall" of
Egypt to the southern frontier of Palestine, together
with the strip of land along the sea-coast known to
Scripture as "the way Of the Philistines," was termed
Melukhkha "the land of salt." North of it came
Kinakhkhi or Canaan, which included both Phcenicia
, and Palestine. Northward of Palestine, again, but
eastward o(_the northern half of Phcenicia, was the
land of the Amorites, one of whose cities was Kadesh,
on the Orontes. To the north of the Amorites were.
the kingdoms of Alasiya, of N ukhasse, called,Anaugas
by the Egyptians, of the Qadi, whom Prof. Maspero
identifies with the Ketis of the Cilician plain, of
Rhal, and of the Hittites. The northern portion of
the Phcenician coast was termed Zahi, the southern
part of it being Kaft. Zahi was included in Khal,
which probably took its name, as Mr. Tomkins
thinks, from the river Khal, on which Aleppo stood.
At times the Egyptian would speak of the whole of
this country, together with the western part of Mesopotamia, as that of the Uppet arid Lower Rutennu
or Lutennn, the Upper Rutennu denoting Palestine
and Phcenicia.
In the fifteenth century before our era, the territory
of which Jerusalem was the head extended southward as far as Carmel of Judah, and westward to
Keilah and the mountains of Seir CJ osh. xv. IO ).
Lachish seems also to have been comprised in it,
though it was placed under a special Egyptian
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governor. But it is remarkable that. the ancient
sanctuary of Hebron, though it must have lain
within the limits of the vassal kingdom of ] erusalem,
is never alluded to in the Tel el-Amarna correspondence. On the other hand, Ebed-tob, the priest-king
of Jerusalem, makes frequent reference to the Khabiri or "Confederates," who had their seat to the
south of his capital, and who were attacking the
cities under his charge. "Now," he says, "the Cotlfederates are capturing all the fortresses of the king.
Not a single governor remains (among them) to the
king my lord ; all are destroyed. Behold, Turbazu
thy soldier [has fallen] in the great gate of the city
of Zelah. Beholc!, Zimrida of Lachish has ·been slain
by the servants who have acted against the king.
They have murdered ] ephthah~Hadad thy .soldier in
the· gate of the city of Zelah." Other letters are
equally urgent : "All the governors are destroyed i
no governor remains to the king the lord. Let the
king turn his face to (his) servants, and let him send
help, even the troops of the king my lord. No
countries remain unto the king; the Confederates
have wasted all the countries of the king: If help
comes this year, the countries of the king the lord
will be preserved ; but if no help comes, the countries
of the king my lord are destroyed."
In .one passage the determinative of locality is
added to the name of the Khabiri, and .since in the
Egyptian texts of Ramses II. and Ramses Ill.
Hebron is called Khibur, r believe .that we must see
'in the Khabiri of the Tel el-Amarna letters the
"confederated" tribes.who; met. at the central sane~
tuary of Hebron. Hebron means " C9nfederacy,"
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and we can well understand how it came to pass that
in the age of the decay of the Egyptian empire in
Palestine. its assailants in the south should have
established themselves at Hebron, and made it the
starting-place of their attack upon the Egyptian
province. It was what David did in after days, and
what Absalom did again, and just as Jerusalem was
. taken by David while he still reigned in Hebron, so
it may be that in older times also Jerusalem fell into
the hands of the confederated tribes of Hittites and
Amorites who gathered together in Hebron.
Jerusalem had been left by the Pharaohs under the
government of its priest-kings, though they were
closely watched by "Commissioners "from Egypt, as
well as by the governors of the neighbouring districts.
Elsewhere, however, the important fortresses 'of f'alestine were kept more strictly under Egyptian control.
It was only in a city like Sidon, whose importance
was commercial rather than military, that a king of
the old line was allowed to exist by the side of the
Egyptian governor; in other cases, the governor stood
alone. This was the case at Gaza, which commanded
the road from Egypt to Palestine; at Megiddo, which
has been called "the key of central Palestine"; at Gaza,
which, though only once mentioned. in the Old Testament (1 Chr. vii. 28), occupied the same place in the
geography .of pre-Israelitish Palestine that Shechem
and Samaria did in later times, and finally Ziri·
Basana " the field of Bashan," on the eastern side
ofthe Jordan. To these we may add Gezer, although
Gezer does not seem to have been a city of the first
rank. · In Phcenicia, the sacred city of Gebal was the
seat of the governor, but Zemar, in the north, owin~
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to its inland situation and strong position, was also
his second residence. Tyre was under a separate
g<wernor. This was doubtless owing to its wealth,
which was already famous. 'In one of the Tel elAmarna letters we read : "B~hold, the palace of the
city of Tyre : there is no palace of any other governor
like unto it; like the palace of the city of Ugarit is it.
Exceeding great is the wealth [of the city]." Arvad,
too, formed a district by itself, and with its large fleet
of ships was placed under the administration of a
separate officer.
It is clear that the Asiatic conquests of the Eighteenth dynasty had been very thorough. Canaanand Syria had become Egyptian provinces as c;ompletely as India is an English province to-day. The
list of places in Palestine, which Thothmes III. gives
at Karnak, are therefore merely samples selected for
reasons unknown to us to fill up a blank space on the
temple-wall. We find among them accordingly places
of great and little importance ranged side by side ;
common terms like "spring" and "cistern," "mountain "and "meadow-land," occupy separate cartouches,
and the same names are occasionally repeated, with
slight variations, as if they had been copied from
memoranda of different scribes.
Megiddo figures at the head of the list, after Kadesh
on the Orontes, and next to it comes Khazai or Gaza
near Shechem. The utter disappearance of this city
in Biblical times seems to show that it was destroyed
at the time of the Israelitish conquest, and its place
taken by the neighbouring Shcchem. Darnas'cus is
named after Merom ; but Damascus had not yet
b~come the capital of a Syrian kingdom ; its rise to
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greatness was due to the overthrow of Zobah by
David, and the successful revolt of Rezon against
Solomol).. On the eastern side of the Jordan, as has
been pointed out by Mr. Tomkins, We have Astrtu,
the Ashtoreth-Karnaim of Genesis, and ,Anau-repaa, or
"On of the Repha(im)." Then we meet with the
names of Liusa, the Laish of the Old Testament, and
of H uzar, or Razor, which in the time of the Tel
el-Amarna correspondence was allowed still to possess
a king of its own. Next we read the names of
Chinnereth, of Kishon, of Shunem, of ,A.chshaph, of
Taanach, and of Ibleam; and we <J.re then transported
to the sea-coast, to Acre, Rosh~Kadesh, "the headland of the sanctuary" of Carmel, and to Kalimna or.
.Carmel itself. Beth-Shemesh <J.nd Anaharath follow,
afterwards possessed by Issachar CJ osh. xix. 22, 19),
and then after some more cartouches we find ] oppa,
Lud, and " the district of Gath." Further on we read
the names of Socoh and Gath ; and soon afterwards
that of the Har or " mountain " of Ephraim. From
this point onwards the list is confined to the ,places
which were comprised in the later kingdom of Judah;
~Har-el, "the Mountain of God," or Jerusalem,1
Ekron, Carmel of Judah, Rabbah, the Emeq or "Vale "
of Hebron and Beth-Anath. The name of Hebron
does not occur, though its" Vale" is recorded. Either,
therefore, its sanctuary was not yet famous, or else it
must be alluded to under some other name. Jf my
belief is right that the name of Hebron originated
with the Khabiri or "Confederates" of the Tel elAmarna tablets, the second supposition must be the
one which we should adopt. Now the list act~ally
1

See above, p. 186,
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mentions a sanctuary in the" Vale" of Hebron. This
is Bath-shal, an exact reproduction in hieroglyphic
characters of the Assyrian Bit-sa-ili, the Hebrew
Beth-el or "house of God." The letters of Tel elAmarna have told us how a Canaanitish name could
find its way, under an Assyrian form, into an Egyptian
document, and accordingly in the Bath..shal of the
"Karnak List," I am inclined to see the great sanctuary of Southern Palestine, which was as much the
Beth-el, or " God's House," of the south as Beth-On
was the Beth-el of the mountains of Ephraim in the
north.
There are many names in the List which we look
for in vain in the Old J'estament. There are also
names which suggest questions difficult to answer for
the Biblical student. Foremost among the latter are
the names Yaqab-el, or J acob-el, and Y oshep-el, or
J oseph-el. J acob-el lay between Hebron and Carmel
of Judah, while J oseph-el was in the Har, or "mountain," of Ephraim. The interesting character of the
two names was first pointed out by de Rouge,1 and
Valdemar Schmidt,2 and has since been the subject of
a learned article by M. Groff. 3 It seems impossible
not to recognize in them reminiscences of the two
patriarchs Jacob and Joseph, preserved in the very
localities with which the Old 1;estament brings them
so specially into contact. But the precise meaning
of the names as they appear in the geographical List
of Thothmes is a more diffict:ilt matter to determine.
"Revue archeologique,'lnouvelle serie, iv. pp. 3 55-372 (1861 )"Assyriens og JEgyptens gamle Historie," ii. pp. 535, 537
(Copenhagen, 1877).
3 "Revue egyptologique," iv. 1 (1885).
t

2

z

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

Are we to regard the final el, "god," as a honorific
epithet, attached to the names like" Saint" in Europe,
or " Sheikh" in oriental countries ? For such a view
we have strong support in the Assyrian inscriptions.
Here we meet with names like Samas-Rimmon, "the
Sun-god (is) Rimmon," which assert the ultimate
identity of two deities of the popular cult. We firid
names of the same formation also in the Old Testameht; forexample,in the Hadad-Rimmon of Zechariah
xii. I I, or the familiar Elijah, " El (is) Y ahveh." It is
therefore quite possible that where we come acros~
two forms of a proper name, one of which contains as
its second element the divine title "el," the additional
syllable has pretty much the' same signification as the
"San" and" Saint" of geographical names like San
Remo and Saint Petersburg.
This view is confinned by the fact that the title is
added wheh the name is used as a geographical term.
In the "Travels of a Mohar 'I we find the same
country called at once Dagar and Dagar-el ; the
J erahmeel of Chronjcles (I Chr. ii. 2 5, &c.) appears as
Yurahma in the geographical list of Shishak; Jabneel
CJ oshua xv. II), the modern Yebna, finds its explanation in the qame of Y abni-il; the governor of Lachish
in the age of the Tel el-Amarna tablets; while
Jephthah becomes Jiphthah-el when used to denote a
locality (Joshua xix. 27). The formation of Jiphthahel is exactly parallel to that of Jiphthah-Hadad
(Yaptikh-Addu), of whom we are told in the letter of
Ebed-tob, quoted above, that he had been murdered
in the gate of Zelah.1
1

We may add to these names that of Iqib-il, 1n certain
tablets from Kappadokia, which are probably of the

cuneifon~
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It is, however, possible that the class of names of
which we are speaking· ought to be explained in
another way. It is possible that Jacob, Joseph,
and Jephthah are all ,abbreviations of longer names
of which el "God," formed part, just as J asher, of
which J eshurun (Deut. xxxii. I 5, xxxiii. 5) is a
diminutive, is an abbreviation of the longer Israel.
But the explanation is not very probable. Were
it correct, we should expect to find the older and
fuller forms, J acob-el and J oseph-el, in some passages at least of the Bible. They can hardly have
disappeared from its pages without leaving a trace
behind.
J acob-el and J oseph-el are not the only nanies in
the List of Thothmes in which the name of a Biblical
personage has been combined with the title of divinity.
We find among them also the name of Mash-el, the
fy.Iisheal of Joshua xix. 26, where the title of el is
attached to a name_ which, philologically, is the same
as that of Moses. 1 Equally noticeable is the name
of Shmana which twice occurs in the Li1lt. Mr. Tomkins has shown that it represents the Biblical Simeon,
and proves that the Septuagint is right in reading
Syrn0on instead of the Masotetic Shimron in Joshua
xi. I, xix. I 5. That the . Hebrew text is incorrect
had indeed been already indicated by the fact that
the place · is called Simonias by Josephus and
same age as those of Tel el-Amarna. Iqib-il seems to be identical
'with Jacob-el.
1 In Hebrew Mosheh, which, as I have pointed out in my
Hibbert Lectures on the "Religion of the Ancient Babylonians,'' is most easily explained by the Babylonian. :M:asu,
"hero."
·"·
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Simonia in the Talmud, while its modern name is
Semunieh. 1
How the name of Simeon could have planted itself
so far to the north of the district subsequently
occupied by the tribe of the same name, is a problem
similar to that presented by the existence of Yaudu
in Northern Syria, or of a place called Lui-ail near
Tyre. 2 The difficulty here is geographical as well as
chronological ; in the case of J oseph-el it is merely
chronological.
The records of the campaigns. of Ram~cs I I. .in
Palestine are so shockingly mutilated that their
contributions to the ancient geography of the country
are of a fragmentary character. We learn from the
inscriptions on the walls of the Ramesseum at Thebes
that in his eighth year the Pharaoh sacked Ashkelon,
and captured Shalam, or Jerusalem, Merom and BethAnath, as well as "Dapur in the land of the Amorites."
At Karnak we find the cartouches of many well-known
names : "the district of Salem." or Jerusalem, the
Dead Sea (Rpthpana), the country of the Jordan,
Korkha in Moab, Carmel of Judah, Sl:Jmshon the
city of the Sun-god on the border of Simeon, Hadasht
or'Hadashat, "the new country," Gaza, the district of
Sela, and finally Yaqab-el or Jacob-:el. The latter
name has been partly defaced by the sculptor, who
has engraved over it two Egyptian hieroglyphs.
The same names, with the addition of others, meet
us again at Medinet Habu, where Ramses III., some
1 For this and the other names of the List, see Mr. Tomkins's
exhaustive article in "Records ·of the Past," New Series,
vol. v.
2
See above, pp. 306, 297.
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seventy years later, has left us the monument of his
victories. Here we find, besides the names enumerated
by Ramses II., Beth-Anath, "the Springs of Khibur"
or Hebron, Aphekah, and Migdol. But it was only
the southern part of Palestine, the country which subsequently formed the territory of Judah, which
Ramses III. overran. Central Palestine he left untouched, and though his armies marched northward
afong the coast of the Mediterranean, the cities of
Phcenicia remained independent. Between Gaza and
Qamdu, in the neighbourhood of Mount Hermon, only
two village names are given, lnzat and Lui-ail, both so
insignificant as to be otherwise unknown. The other
names are those of natural localities, Rosh Kadesh,
the sacred headland of Carmel, "the spring of the
Magoras" or river of Beyrout, so called from its
numerous Magha:rat or caves, and a Bor or" cistern."
It is not until we reach Qamdu 1 that we once mo!'e
find the names of towns, though among them is
Shinnur or Shcnir, the Amorite name of Mount
Hermon (Deut. iii. 9), called Saniru in the Assyrian
inscriptions. 2 From Shenir and its Mandara or
"\Vatch-tower," Ramses made his way to Hamath,
the capture of which he claims, as well as to the cities
of the Hittites of Carchemish.
Our review of the pre-Israelitish geography of
Canaan, as it co.mes before us in the monuments of
ancient Egypt, would not be complete without the
Called Kumidi in the Tel el-Amarna tablets.
Shalmaneser II. says (W. A. I. iii. 5, No. 6) that in the
eighteenth year of his reign "Hazael of Damascus trusted to the
strength of his armies, and assembled his forces to a great
number. Saniru, a mountain suminit as you come to Lebanon,
he made his stronghold."
1

2

342

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.,

"Travels of the Mohar," that curious essay on the inconveniences of foreign travel to which attention has
already been drawn. It was first made known to the
modern world by the deciphering skill of Chabas and
Goodwin. The following is the translation of the
larger part of it as given by Brugsch Pasha, with a fe:w
alterations in the proper names-· 1
"I will porfray for thee the likeness of a Champion ; 2
I wi!I let thee know what he does. 'Ihou hast not gone
to the land of the Hittites, neither hast thou beheld the
land of Aupa. 3 The appearance of Khatuma thou
knowest not. Likewise the land of Igada:i, what is it
like? The Zar 4 of Sesostris and the city of Aleppo
is on none of its sides. How is its ford ? Thou hast
not taken thy road to Kadesh (on the Orontes) and
Tubikhi, 5 neither hast thou gone to the Shasu(Bedawin)
with numerous foreign soldiers, neither hast thou
trodden the way to the Magharat (the caves of the
Magoras near Beyrout), where the heaven is dark in
the daytime. The place is planted with maple-trees,
oaks and acacias which reach up to heaven, full of
beasts, bears and lions, and surrounded by Shasu in all
directions. Thou hast not gone up to the mountain
of Shaua,6 neither hast thou trodden it ; there thy
"History of Egypt," Eng. trans., 2nd edit., ii. pp. ~09 sqq.
More correctly "Commander," see above, p. 329, note I.
3 Ubi in the Tel el-Amarna tablets, incorrectly identified with
the Hobah of Genesis by the editors of "The Tell el-Amarna
Tablets in the British Museum."
4 Or "plain," see above, p. 2 SI.
5 Tubikhi, which is mentioned in the Tel el-Amarna tablets,
is associated witli Qamdu in the List of Thothmes III. See
above, p. 317.
6 Tiglath-pileser III. describes Mount Saue or Saua as in the
neighbourhood of the northern Lebanon.
1

2
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hands hold fast to the [rein] of thy chariot; a jerk
has shaken thy horses in drawing it. I pray thee, let
us go to the city of [the] Beeroth (cisterns). 1 Thou
must hasten to its ascent, after thou hast passed over
its ford in front of it.
· "Do thou expla,in the relish for the Champion I
Thy chariot lies there [beforeJ thee; thy [strength]
has fallen lame ; thou treadest the backward path at
eventide. All thy limbs are ground small. Thy
[bones] are broken to pieces. Sweet is [sleep]. Thou
awakest. There has been a time for a thief in this
~mfortunate night. Thou wast alone, in the belief t~at
the brother would not come to the brother. Some
grooms entered into the stable ; the horse ki.cks out,
the thief goes back in the night ; thy . clothes are
stolen. Thy groom wakes up in the night ; he sees
what has happened to him ; he takes what is left, be
goes to the evil-doers, he mixes himself tlp with the
tribes of the Shasu. He acts as if he were an Amu
(an Asiatic). The enemies come, they [feel about]
for the robber. He is discovered, and is immovable
from terror. Thou wakest, thou findest no trace of
them, for they have carried off thy property.
"Become (again) a Champion, who is fully accoutred. Let thy ear be full of that which I relate
to thee besides.
"The town 'Hidden,'-such is the meaning of its
name Gebal-what is its state? Its goddess (we will
speak of) at another time. Thou hast not visited it .
. Be good enough to look out for Beyrout, Sidon and
Sarepta. Where are the fords of the land of N azana ?
i The List of Thothmes III. mentions a Beeroth immediately
after Simeon or Semunieh (se€ above, p. 339).
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The land of Authu,1 what is its state? They speak
of another city in the sea, Tyre, the haven is her
name. Drinking water is brought to her in boats.
She is richer in fishes than in sand. I tell thee of
something else. Dangerous is it to enter into Zorah. 2
Thou wilt say it is burning with a very painful
sting Cl). Champion, come! Go forwards on the
way to the land of Pa-Kakina.3 Where is the road
to Achshaph? Towards no city. Pray look at the
mountain of User. How is its crest? Where is
the mount\].in of Ikama? \Vho can surmount it?
Champion, whither must you take a journey to the
city of Hazor? How is its ford? Let me (choose)
the road to Hamath, Dagara (and) Dagar-el. Here
is the road where all <;:hampions meet. ' Be good
enough to spy out its road, cast a look on Ya ...
When one goes to the land of Adamim, to what is
one opposite? Do not draw back, but instruct us!
Guide us, that we may know, thou leader!
" I will name to thee other cities besides these.
Thou hast not gone to the land of Takhis, to KafirMarlona,4 Tamnah, K.adcsh, Dapur,5 Azai, Harnammata, nor hast thou beheld Kirjath-eneb 6 near
1 This must be the U'su of the Assyrian inscriptions, the
'
,
.
Hosah of Josh. xix. 29, called U zu in a letter found at Tel elAmarna from Abi-sarru, the governor of Tyre.
2 The name of Zar, Tyre, calls up in the writer's mind that of
Zarin, Zorah, called Zarkha in the Tel el-Amarna tablets. Dr.
Brugsch supposes that in the next sentence there is a play on
the Hebrew word tsir'dh "hornet."
3 Perhaps Chabas was right in thinking that the scribe has
here made a mistake for Pa-Kanina or Canaan.
'1 Or Kafir-Malona.
5 For" Dapur in the land of the Amorites," see above, p. 340.
6 Qarta-anbu "the city of grapes."
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Beth-Thupar; 1 nor dost thou know Adullam (and)
Zid_iputa, 2 nor dost thou know any better the name
of Khalza 3 in the land of Au pa; the bull on its
frontiers (?). Here is the plc1ce where all the mighty
warriors are seen. - Be good enough to look and see
how Sina 4 is situated, and tell me. about Rehob. 5
Describe Beth-sha-el 6 along with Tarqa-el.7 · The
ford of the land of Jordan, how is it crossed? Teach
me• to know the passage in order to enter into the
city ,ot Megiddo which lies in front of it. Verily thou
art a Champion, well skilled in the work of the strong
hand. Pray, is there found a Champion like thee, to
place at the head of the army, or a seigneur who can
beat thee in shooting ?
"Drive along the edge of the precipice, on the
slippery height, bver a depth of 2000 cubits, full of
rocks and boulders. Thou takcst thy way b:ick in a
zigzag, thou bearest thy bow, thou takcst the iron in
thy left hand. Thou lettcst the old men see, if their
eyes are goo.:!, how, worn out with fatigue, thou
supportest thyself with· thy hand. Il est perdu, le
1 Thupar here would correspond with the. Hebrew 'sojJlter
"a scribe," rather than slzojJ!tar "a trumpet."
2 Zidiputa was in the south of Judah, as we learn from the
List of Shishak, who writes the name Zadiputh-il.
3 The Babylonian kltalzzt "fortress."
Southern Palestine
and Aupa were at the two extremities of the Asiatic territory
claimed by the Egyptians.
4 The Siannu of the Assyrian inscriptions, the· Sinite of
Gen. x. 17.
5 In the List of Thothmes Rehob is named immediately
before Ekron. But a different Rehob is probably intended
here.
0• Beth-el; see above, p. 337.
7 The name of this country is noticeable, as it combines the
name of the Hittite god Tarqa or Tarqu with the Semitic el.
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cltameazt, le Champion I Eh bien I Make to thyself
a name among the Champions and the knights of the
land of Egypt. Let thy name be like that of Qazairna'i
the lord of Asel,1 because he discovered lions in the
interior of the balsam-forest of Baka, 2 at the narrow
passes, which are rendered dangerous by the Shasu,
who lie in ambush among the trees. They treasured
fourteen cubits by five cubits. Their nose reached to
the soles of their feet. Of a grim appearance, without
softness, they cared not for caresses. Thou art alone,
no stronger one is with thee, no armt!e is b~hincl thee,
no ariel who prepares the way for thee, at)d gives thee
counsel on the road before thee. Thou knowest not
the road. The hair on thy heaq stands on end; it
bristles up. Thy soul is given into thy ha11ds. Thy
path is full of rocks and boulders, there is no way out
near, it is overgrown with creepers and wolf's foot.
Abysses are on one side of thee, the mountai11 and
the wall of rock on the other. Thou drivest in against
it. The chai;iot jumps on which thou art. Thou art
troubled to hold up. thy hors.es. If it falls into the
abyss, the pole drags thee down too. Thy ceintures
are pulled away. They fall down. Thou shacklest
1 Professor Maspero is probably right in thinking that Asel
is a mistake for Alasiya, the northern portion of Ccele-Syria
(" Recueil de Travaux relatifs a la Philologie et a l'Archeologie
egyptiennes et assyriennes," x. 3, 4; 1888). The name of
the hero Qaza-irnai seems to contain the same element as the
name of the Hittite country Qazawa-dana, from which came
Puu-khipa, the wife. of Khata-sir the Hittite antagonist of
Ramses II. From the Papyrus Anastasi (iv.) we learn that a
liquor called qazawa-ir by the Hittites came from Qazawa-dana.
2 Bairn is mentioned by Ramses II. as among the countries
of the" Anti of Menti" and the" Fenkhu" conque_red by him, .
immediately after Arama or Aram and Mau.
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the horse, because the pole is broken on the path of
the narrow pass. Not knowing how to bind it up,
thou understandest not how it is to be repaired. The
essieu is left on the spot, as the load is too heayy for
the horses. Thy courage has evaporated. Thou
beginnest to 1~un. The. heaven is cloudless. Thou
art thirsty; the enemy is behind thee; a trembling
seizes thee ; a twig of thorny acacia worries thee ;
thou thrustest it aside ; the horse is scratched, till at
length thou findest rest.
"Explain thou (to me) thy relish for the Champion!
"Thou earnest into Joppa. Thou findest the datepalm in full bloom in its time. Thou openest wide
the hole of thy mouth, in order to eat. Thou findest
that the maid who keeps the garden is fair. She does
whatever thou wantest of her.... Thou art recognized,
thou art brought to trial, and owest thy preservation
to being a Champion. Thy girdle of the finest stuff,
thou payest it as the price of a bad rag. Thou
sleepest every evening with a rug of for over thee.
Thou sleepest a deep sleep, for thou art weary. A
thief takes thy bow and thy sword from thy side; thy
quiver and thy armour are cut to pieces in the darkness; thy pair of horses run away. The groom takes
his course over a slippery path which rises before him.
He breaks thy chariot in pieces ; he follows thy foottracks. [He finds] thy equipments, which had fallen
on the ground, and had sunk into the sand, leaving
only an empty space.
"Prayer does not avail thee; even when thy mouth
says, ' Give food in addition to water, th_at I may
· reach my goal in safety,' they are deaf and will not
hear. They say not yes to thy words. The iron-
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workers e:1ter into the smithy ; they rummage in the
workshops of the carpenters; the handicraftsrnen and
saddlcrs are at hand ; they do whatever thou requirest. They put together thy chariot; they put
aside the parts of it that are made useless ; thy
spokes are fai;onnl quite new ; thy wheels are put on,
they put the courroies on the axles and on the hinder
part; they splice thy yoke, they put on the box of
thy chariot ; the [workmen] in iron forge the ... ;
they put the ring that is wanting on thy whip, they
replace the lanieres upon it.
"Thou goest quickly onward to fight on. the battlefield, to do the deeds of a strong hand and of firm
courage.
"Before I wrote I sought me out a Champion, who
knows his power, and leads the jeunesse, a chief in the
drmle, [who goes forward] even to the end of the
world.
"Answer me not, ' That is good, this is bad ' ;
repeat not to me your opinion. Come, I will tell
thee all which lies before thee, at the end of thy
journey.
" I begin for thee with the Palace of Sesostris.1
Thou hast not set foot in it by force. Thou hast not
eaten the fish in the brook . . . Thou hast not
washed thyself in it. With thy permission I will remind thee of Huzana; 2 where is its Khetem (fortress)?
Come, I pray thee, to the Palace of the land of Uzi,
of Sesostris Osymandyas 3 in his victories, (to) S[a]z-el
Sestsu [-Ra], the popular name of Ramses II.
Perhaps Mount Kasios, midway between Pelusium and ElArish. For Khetem, see above, p. 252.
s User-ma-Ra, a title of Ramses II.
1

2
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together with Absaq bu. I will inform thee of the land
of Ainin (the two Springs), the customs of which thou
knowest not. The land of the lake of Nakhai a~d
the land of Rehoburta 1 thou hast not seen since thou
wast born, 0 champion. Rapih 2 is widely extended.
What is its wall like? It extends for a mile in the
direction of Gaza.".
This curious specimen of ancient Egyptian sarcasm
is full of evidence as to the influence which the Semitic population' of Canaan had exercised upon the
countrymen of the writer. It abounds \vith Canaanitish, or, as we should now call them, Hebrew words,
which Dr. Brugsch has endeavoured to represent by
the introduction of French terms. Ebed "servant,"
gamal "camel," tsaba "army," naaruna "young men "
(jeunesse), are among the words which have been
borrowed from the language of Canaan, and even the
Canaanite barzel" iron " has been adopted under the
form of parzal. The most interesting of these
borrowed terms is ariel, as it settles the meaning of a
Hebrew word, about which there has been much dispute. When the Authorised Version states (2 Sam.
xxiii. 20) that Benaiah slew two "lion-like men" of
Moab, the word which is thus translated is arz'el, used
in a plural sense. It is plain, however, from the context in which it is found in the "Travels of a Mohar"
that the word must signify simply a "hero," and that
1

1 This seems a mistake for Rehoboth, the place mentioned
in Gen. xxvi. 22.
2 Raphia, called Rapikhu in the Assyrian texts, which now
forms the boundary between Turkey and Egypt on the road
from Gaza . to El-Arish. All that is left of its former state are
a mound of potsherds and a few broken columns. Its only
inhabitant is a telegraph clerk .

•
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it has nothing to do with "lion-like men." But iii
Hebrew art is "a lion" and- el is "God," and consequently nothing was easier than to play upon the
resemblance between ariel and the two words art and
el. This is what Isaiah has done in the famous
passage (eh. xxix.) where he addresses Jerusalem as
Ariel, and declares that though the enemy shall encamp about the city and sore distress it, it shall nevertheless be to the, Lord ah Ariel or " lion of God."
Why Isaiah should have chosen this particular
word, which seems to belong rather to the Moabite
than to the Hebrew dialect of the ancient language of
Canaan, is explained by the prophet Ezekiel. In
describing the ideal temple of the future, Ezekiel gives·
the exact measurements of the altar which was to
represent in miniature the sacred city itself. The
altar is accordingly identified with the city, and we
read (xliii. I 5): "So from the Har-el shall be four
cubits, and from the Ariel 1 and upward shall be four
horns." Now it will be remembered that in the List
of Thothrnes III. Jerusalem is called Har-el, "the
Mount of God," of which we have the Jewish equivalent in Gen. xxii. 14. It is, then, in the resemblance
in sound between Ariel "a hero," and Har-el, the old
name of "the city where-David dwelt," that we have
to look for the reason which made Isaiah predict for
"Ariel " its siege by the armies of Assyria.
I have said that the word seems to have belonged
to the dialect of Moab. This may be inferred not so
much from the fact that in the only passage of the
Old Testament in which it is employed otherwise
than as a proper name it is applied to two men of.
1

This reading is certified by the Septuagint text.
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Moab, as from the fact that it twice occ.urs in the
necessarily limited vocabulary of the Moabite Stone. 1
Mesha there tells us that he carried captive from
Ataroth " the Arel of Dodah and tore him before
Cheinosh in Kerioth," and that he took from Nebo
" the Are ls of Yahveh and tore them before Chemosh."
The Moabite king accordingly treated the "Heroes"
of the two Israelitish deities as Agag the Amalekite
had bee11 treated by Samuel. We shall have something more to say about them in another chapter.
. The Egyptian temples have preserved to us a
record of the geography of Palestine as it was in the
days after the foundation of the Hebrew monarchy,
which it will be instructive to compare with the
·geography of the country before the Israelitish conquest. Shcshanq, the Shishak of the Bible (I Kings
xiv. 25, 26), has imitated his predecessors by covering
part of a wall in the temple of Karnak with " cartouchcs," each of them containing the name of a
locality which he claims to have captured during his
campaign against Rehoboam. These names have
recently been subjected to a searching examination
by Professor Maspero, 2 and are now in a fit condition
to be handled by the historian.
The greater number of names naturally belongs to
the kingdom of Judah, more especially to the desci-t
region of the extreme south. Many of them denote
mere settlements of Bedawin squatters, such as ate still
1 Smend and Socin: "Die Inschrift des Konigs Mesa von
Moab" (1886), lines 12 and 17. The latest and best tra11slation
is that by Dr. Neubauer, in the "Records of the Past,'' New
· Series, vol. ii.
. 2 "The List of Sheshonq at Karnak," a paper read before the
Victoria Institute, l 89r.
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to be met with to the south of Palestine. The number
of cartouches has been eked out by such terms as.
Negeb "the southern region," Emeq "the valley,"
Hagri and Haqrama, which Professor Maspero is
doubtless right in comparing with the Talmudic ·
khagra "an enclosure," Shabbalut the Hebrew shibboleli "a stream," Abilu and . Abilama (abt!lim)
" meadows."
Some of the names, as Professor
Maspero has noticed, present us with a curious dialectal peculiarity, bit or beth ".house" appearing asfit,
and Mr (beer) "well" as fir, while ber!lkoth" blessings"
is written warakit.
The list is headed by the names of Gaza, Megiddo,
Rabbati, Taanach and Shunem, which show that the
invasion of the Pharaoh was not confined to the.
territories of Judah, though it is questiqnabi'e whether
we should not see in Rabbati the Jewish "capital"
Jerusalem. After Shunem comes Bitshailla which
Professor Maspero thinks may be Shiloh ; then we
have Rehob and Hapurama, the Haphraim of
Issachar (Josh. xix. 19). Among the cartouches which
follow are those of Mahanaim on the eastern side of
the Jordan, Gibeon of Benjamin and Beth-Boron.
From this po;nt onwards we are for the .most part in
the southern kingdom. Here .we find mention of
Ajalon, Makkedah and Yeud-ha(m)-mclek "Yehud
of the king." At the very outset of hieroglyphic discovery the last name attracted the notice of Champollion, who read. it Yaudah-melek, and saw in it a
reference to the " kingdom of Judah." The progress
of research, however, has shown that both the transcription and the explanation of the name must be
modified ; the aspirate which appears in its middle is
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the Hebrew article-never found, be it observed, in
the pre-Israelitish names of Palestine-and the place
itself, instead of being the Jewish kingdom, must be
the little town of J ehud on the borders of Dan (Josh.
xix. 45), from whicf'l, it may be, the tribe of Judah
took its name.1
Further on in the List come the names of Socho,
Aluna, Zadiputh-il, Migdol and Yarza, the modern
Khurbet Yerzeh, south of Megiddo, which with several
of the names which accompany it, is found also in
the List of Thothmes. Next we read of Arad, con·
quered by the Israelites before they entered Canaan
(Numb. xxi. 1-3), of Adoraim, and of Yurahma,
the J erahmeel of the Old Testament. The other
names of the List are obscure and unknown or else
too much mutilated to be identified with certainty.
From the time of Thothmes III. it was usual to
crown the oval cartouche in which the name of the
conquered locality was written with the head and
shoulders of a typical representative of its population.
The prisoners brought back to Egypt served as
models, and the Egyptian artists drew their outlines
with almost photographic fidelity. Now it is remark~
able that the ·heads which surmount the names of
Shishak's conquests in Palestine are the. heads of
Amorites, and not of Jews. They reproduce the
features of that fair-skinned, light-haired, blue-eyed 1
and long-headed Amorite race with which the earlier
1 The objection made by Max Miiller and Renouf that the It
of J ehud is not represented in the hieroglyphics, has been shown
to be baseless by Professor Maspero. In fact, in the Assyrian
inscriptions, the name of Judah is always written Yauda without
the aspirate.
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monuments of Egypt make us familiar. Nothing can
be more unlike the Jewish type as we see it in the
tribute-bearers of J ehu on the Black Obelisk of
Nineveh, or as we are familiar with it to-day. It is
evident that in the days of Shishak and Rehoboam
the old Amorite race was still strong in the south
of Judah. Outside Jerusalem and the more important fortresses it must have been th::: prevailing type.
In no other way can we account for its having been
selected by the sculptors of Shishak to typify the
population of the kingdom of Judah, to the entire
exclusion of any other type.
On the other hand the Black Obelisk of Nineveh,
would seem to indicate that in the northern kingdom.
of Israel, at all events in Samaria and its n~ighbour
hood, the Jewish type was the dominant one. The
two facts in combination help to explain the raci-al
characteristics of the present population of Palestine.
That population is in type partly Canaanite and
partly Amorite; except in a few recent Jewish_
colqnies we look in vain for traces of the Jew. I
have seen Amorites in the south ; Major Conder and
M. Clermont-Ganneau have discovel"ed the Canaanite
in other parts of the land. Now if the country population of Judah were Arnorite, the destruction of
Jerusalern and the deportation of the Jews would
fully· explain the disappearance of the Israelitish
element in the Southern Palestine of to-day, while the
comparatively early overthrow' of the northern king-,
dom, with the exile of its leading inhabitants and the
admixture of the rest with the foreigners. who were
settled ~mong them, would explain its disappearance
in the north. The Israelites were an intruding race,
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in Canaan, and it is a law of nature that when once
the dominant position of an intruding race is broken
down it becomes absorbed by the older inhabitants
of the .land. It has been so in Ireland ; it was also
the case in Palestine. 1
The blond Amorite race was widely spread. The
"land of the Amorites" known to the Egyptians, the
Babylonians and the Assyrians lay to the north of
Palestine proper, and its chief centre was Kadesh on
the Orontes, near the present Lake of Homs, which
after its capture by the Hittites became their principal stronghold in the south. But the fact that the
Babylonians at a very early epoch included the whole
of the Mediterranean coast from Gaza in the south to
the mountains of Amanus in the north under the
general title of "Amorite," shows that the Amorite
1)opulation was not confined to Ccele-Syria. The Old
Testament assures us that when the Israelites first
attacked Canaan, important Amorite kingdoms existed on the eastern side of the Jordan, while we learp
from the fourteenth chapter of Genesis that there
· were Amorites on the shores of the Dead Sea.
Kadesh-barnea itself was situated in "the mountain
of the Amorites" according to Deut. i. 19, 20, the
Amorite race was largely represented in the territory
of Judah, and Jacob declares that he had taken
Shechem "out of the hand of the Amorite" with his
sword and bow (Gen. xlviii. 22). In short, the moun&
tainous country ·of Palestine was largely in the hands
of Amorite tribes, a.nd we are expressly told in
Numb. xiii. :29, that 'Yhereas "the A1palekites dwell
in the land of the south,"" the Hittites and the Jebu·
1 See my "Races of the Old T€stament," pp. 7 5 sqq.
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sites and the Amorites dwell in the mountains ; and
the Canaanites d\vell by the sea, and by the coast of
Jordan."
Whatever may have been the original language
of the Amorites, and however long they may have
retained it to the north of Palestine, it is certain that
in Palestine itself they had adopted " the language of
Canaan," Hebrew as we call it, long before the days
of Israelitish conquest. The letters found at Tel elAmarna would alone prove this. Canaanitish (or
Hebrew) words occur from time to time, not only in
the letters which were written by the governor of
Phcenicia, but also in those which were sent from
J erusalern and other places in which the Arnorites.
lived. Thus we find the king of Jerusalem using
anuki "I," the Hebrew anochi, instead of the Assyrian
anaku, and zuru'zt, the Hebrew zero' a" arm," instead
of the Assyrian qatu, while other correspondents from
Southern Palestine explain the Assyrian sise "horses,"
qatsira "cattle," elippi "a ship," ina qati~su " in his
hand," and arki-su "after him," by their cori:esponding
Canaanitish equivalents si'tsi (Heb. sus), maqani (Heb.
miqneh), anay (Heb. oni), badiu (Heb. b'yado) and
akhrun-u (Heb. akharono). The Phrenician governors
similarly inform us that batnu (Heb. beten) is the
native representative of the Assyrian pant.? "stomach,''
khaparu (Heb. 'aphdr) of the Assyrian ipru "dust,"
and kilubi (Heb. chelf'tb) of the Assyrian khukharu "a
cage." The last-mentioned word, it may be noted, is
employed in Jer. v. 27, where it is said that "as a
cage (che!z'tb) is full of birds, so are their houses full of
deceit."
These old Canaanitish words, which have been so
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strangely preserved under the dust-heap of an Egyptian city, are important not only in indicating the
wide extent to which the Canaanitish language was
spoken in Palestine, but also in proving that long
before the days of the Israelitish invasion "the language of Canaan " was in all respects the same as
that of the Old Testament. This, indeed, is implied
by Isaiah (xix. r 8), and the discovery and decipherment of the Phcenician inscriptions have long since
convinced scholars that such must have been the fact.
But now comes a question of some difficulty and
interest: If Hebrew were the language of the Canaanites, how came it to: be also the language of their
Israelitish foes and supplanters ?
B.ut it was not the Israelites alone who had made
it their own. The Moabite Stone shows that their
Moabite kinsfolk had do1ie the same, and the similarity of the proper names which we find alike among
Moabites, Ammonites and Edomites makes it more
than probable that their example had been followed
by the children of Ammon and of Esau. In fact the
descendants of Abraham, the emigrant from Chaldcea,
whether they called themselves Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites or Israelites, had all adopted the
ancient language of Canaan.
That it could not have been their original language
is shown by the fact that they were all new-comers.
Unless we imagine that they were but branches of
the Canaanites., which is contrary to history, we
cannot accoµnt for their speaking precisely the same
language as the natives of Canaan except on the
supposition that they had borrowed it. Moreover,
the nearest kinsfolk of the Israelites were to be found
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in the deserts to the east of Egyp~, where the population as represented on the monuments of Egypt
have typically Jewish features. But these kinsfolk
did not speak Hebrew ; their dialects were partly
Aramaic, partly Arabic.
How, then, we may repeat, came the Israelites, like
the Moabites beyond the Jordan, to adopt the languag·e of the people they endeavoured to subdue and
to exterminate ? There can be but one answer to
the question; at all events there is but one answer
which linguistic science cai1 admit. The reason must
have been the same as that which caused the· Normans in France and Sicily to adopt the languages of
their conquered subjects, and the Manchu conquerors.
of China to forget that they are not Chini:;se. The
conquered population must have been superior to its
masters both in numbers and in culture. The Israelites in Canaan must have formed merely a dominant
class, ·which held its own by force of arms in the
midst of a more civilised people. Civilisation and
numerical superiority alike fought on the side of the
ancient language of the country, and compelled the
invader to learn and adopt it.
This conclusion is in accordance with the facts of
arch.eology. As late as the time of Rehoboam, as
we have seen, we may infer from the sculptured
monuments of Shishak that the main bulk of the
Jewish population was descended from the older
inhabitants of the .land. But it is also in accordance
with the clear testimony of the Old Test~ment itself.
'VVe have only to read the first chapter of Judges to
see how imperfect and superficial the Israelitish
conquest must have been, We have only to study
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the Book of Joshua to discover that the Israelites,
like the Saxons in Britain, destroyed the cities and
not the population of the country, and that the
number of cities actually overthrown was not very
large. We have only to turn to the list of the
" mighty men" of David to learn how many of them
were foreigners, Hittites, Ammonites, Zobahites, and
even Philistines of Gath (2 Sam.:xv. 18, 19; cp. vi. ro).
Nor must. it be forgotten that David himself was
partly a Moabite by descent.
The common belief, in fact, that the Canaanites
were exterminated before the children of Israel is a
belief which is not only contrary to the evidence of
archceology and philology, it is not supported by the
statements of the Old Testament writers. It is like
the similar belief that the Anglo-Saxons massacred
the pre-existing population of Britain, against which
anthropology as well as common sense has long since
raised its voice. Such exterminations of a whole
people are fortunately difficult to carry out, especially
in days of primitive warfare. A few towns may be
captured, a few massacres may take place; but the
invading horde. soon finds that it is more profitable
to make slaves of the conquered than to slay them.
And when the first tide of victory and lust of booty
are past, the conquerors are content to settle among
the subject population, learning from them their ways
and arts of life, a11d intermarrying with them. Under
s-uch circumstances· it is inevitable that the one
borrows the language of the other ; on which side
the borrowing shall lie depends on the amount of
culture possessed respectively by the conquered a,nq
their lords,

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

Whatever, then, may have been the original language
of Israel, we can sufficiently account for the fact that
it adopted the language of Canaan. Before the Song
of Deborah and Barak was composed, the language
of Canaan had become the language ·of the chosen
people. From henceforth we shall have to term it
Hebrew. As the growing nation of Israel incorporated into its midst the older elements of the
population, so, too, did it adopt the language and
inherit the literature and the history of the people in
whose midst it dwelt. The break in the history of
Canaan caused by the Israelitish invasion was
temporary only, nor did it extend ·to all parts of the
country at one and the same time ; it cannot be.
compared with the break in the history of our own
island produced by the Saxon invasion. The continuity of Canaanitish history, in short, was no more
interrupted than was the continuity of Canaanitish
descent; and the fact is an important one for the
historian of the past.
·

CHAPTER VIII.
THE MOABITE STONE AND THE INSCRIPTION OF
SILO AM.
WITH the dismemberment of the empire of David,
and the revolt of the Ten Tribes from the Davidic
dynasty, the dream of Hebrew empire and Israelitish
unity was at an end. The Israelites ceased to be a
danger to the surrounding peoples, and for a time the
two kingdoms in the north and south were allowed
to develop peacefully, undisturbed except by petty
wars with neighbours as little powerful as themselves.
The condition of the great monarchies. on the banks
of the Euphrates, the Tigris and the Nile accounted
for this. Assyria was under eclipse, with its road to
the west barred by the loss of its Mesopotamian
fortresses; Babylonia was in decay; and Egypt had
become decrepid. The campaign of Shishak was a
last sparkle of expirin~ life ..
The dynasty of Shishak was of Libyan origin, and
the rise of its fo~mder was due to the power which
the Libyan mercenaries had gained in the state. But
though it lasted for about one hundred and twenty
years, the successors of the first Shishak-or Sheshonq
as the Egyptologists write his name-have few, if
any, victories to record. If we may trust the silence
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· of the Books of Kings they made no attempt to
follow his example by another invasion of Palestine.
But though the Books of Kings are silent about
any further invasions on the side of Egypt, there is a
passage in the second Book of Chronicles (eh. xiv.)
which asserts that when Asa was on the Jewish
throne "there came out against them Zerah the
Ethiopian with an host of an hundred thousand and
three hundred chariots." Like certain other statements in the Books of Chronicles the passage stands
alone, no other reference to the event being found in
the Bible. The "higher" criticism has accordingly
thrown doubt upon it, the Chronicler with his exaggerated numbers and endeavour to transform tl~e
earlier history of Israel in to a history of ritual being
naturally regarded by the "higher" c~itics with
disfavour. Indeed the late Bishop of Natal has gone
so far as to speak of his 1' fictions." The account of
the invasion of Judah by " Zerah the Ethopian " has
accordingly been pronounced to be unhistorical.
But the mere fact that the story re$tS upon the
authority of the Chronicler alone is no argument
against its historical character. The Chronicler had
access to ancient documents which have long since
perished, and we know that he sometimes made use
of them (see, ·for example, I Chron. iv. 22). The
historical literature at his command was not confined
to our present Books of Kings. It is true that the
number of soldiers assigned to the Ethiopian army is
grossly exaggerated ; but the Chronicler's partiality
for high cyphers is equally conspicuous in passages
whose historical trustworthiness is vouched for by
other books of the Old Testament, It is also tn\e
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that "profane" ,history knows nothing of an Ethiopian
power, at the time when Zerah is said to have reigned,
which could have invaded Judah without first possessing
itself of Egypt, and the Ethiopian conquest of Egypt
did not take place until more than a century later.
But nevertheless a discovery made by Mr. Naville
among the ruins of Bubastis in Lower Egypt goes to
show that the account of Zerah's campaign is founded
in fact. One of the monuments disinterred there
during the excavations carried on for the. Egypt
Exploration Fund is dated in the twenty-second year
of Osorkon II., the great-grandson of Shishak I.
On it. the king is made to declare that "the Upper
and Lower Rutennu have been thrown under his
feet." 1 The Upper Rutennu 'signified Palestine in
the geographical language of Egypt, the Lower
Rutennu being Syria, and it would seem thereforethough the title of Conqueror may be only honodficthat Osorkon had been engaged· in a successful
campaign in Asia.
Now the twenty-second year of Osorkon II. falls
about forty years after the invasion of Judah by
Shishak, and consequently in the twenty-fifth year of
Asa's reign. The elates accordingly will agree well
together; and when we remember that Zerah was not
only a Hebrew word. signifying "sunrise" but also a
Hebrew name, we are justified in believing that it is
the Hebrew form given to the Egyptian Osorkon.
The two names are sufficiently alike for the foreign
one to have been assimilated in sound and spelling to
the more familiar native 01~e.
1 " Bubastis (Eighth Memoir of the Egypt Exploration
fund)" pp. 50, 51.
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The only mistake made by the Chronider is that
of calling Zerah a Cushite or Ethiopian. The mistake is doubtless due to the fact that the later kings
of Egypt, So and Tirhakab, who intervened in the
affairs of Palestine, belonged to an Ethiopian dynasty,
and that consequently Tirhakah is called "king of
Ethiopia" in the Books of Kings (2 Kings xix. 9),
although he is also termed " Pharaoh king of Egypt"
(2 Kings xviii. 21). The Chronicler was not a student
of Egyptian history, and has therefore transferred a
political co_ndition of affairs which was true of the
age of Hezekiah to the earlier age of Asa.
The long reign of Asa made him_ a contemporary
of Ahab of Samaria, with whom the monumental
history of Palestine may be said to begin,. One of
the oldest memorials of alphabetic writing is the
famous Moabite Stone, erected by Mesha king of
Moab in record of his successful revolt from Israel,
and in honour of his god Chemosh, to whom his
successes are ascribed. The stone was discovered in
1868, by a German missionary, the Rev. F. Klein.
He was on a visit to Moab, and was informed by an
Arab sheikh that close to where he then was a stone
was lying, at Dhiban, the ancient Dibon, which was
inscribed with old characters. On examining it he
found that it was a stele of black basalt, rounded at
the top, and measuring nearly four feet in length and
two feet in width. It was covered with thirty-four
lines of an inscription in the letters of the Phcenic;:ian
alphabet. Mr. Klein had l(ttle idea of the importance
of the discovery he had made, and instead of copying
the inscription contented himself with noting down
a few words, and compiling an alphabet out 0f the
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r.est. On his return to Jerusalem, however, he informed the Prussian Consulate of the discovery, and
measures were at once taken to secure the stone.
A few weeks later Sir Charlen Warren, at that
time agent of the Palestine Exploration Fund, was
informed of the existence of the monument, but as
he knew that the Prussian Consul was negotiating for
its purchase he took no action about it. Unfortunately in the spring of the following year, M. Glermont-Ganneau, the dragoman of the French Consulate,
heard that the stone was still lying at Dhiban with
its inscribed face exposed to the weather, and he
determined to get possession of it for France.
Natives were accordingly sent to take squeezes of the
inscription, and to offer a large sum of money for the
monument. The natives quarrelled in th,e presence
of the Arabs, and it was with some difficulty that a
half-dried squeeze was carried off safely by Selim elQari, M. Clermont-Ganneau's agent, and delivered to
the French Consulate. It is upon this squeeze,
which is now preserved in the Louvre, that we are
largely dependent for our knowledge of the contents
of the text.
The sum offered for the stone by M. ClermontGanneau was as large as £375, whereas £80 had
already been promised by the Prussian authorities,
and at last agreed to by the Arabs after long and
tedious bargaining. The largeness of the sum and
the rival bidding of the two European Consulates
naturally aroused in the minds of both Moabite
Arabs and Turkish officials an exaggerated idea of
its mercantile value. The governor of Nablt1s ac~
cordingly demanded the splendid prize fo1 himself;
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and the Arabs, rather than lose it for nothing, lighted
a fire under it, poured cold water over it, and so
shivered it into fragments. The pieces were distributed among different families, and placed in their
granaries, in order to act as charms in protecting the
corn against blight. A considerable number of the
fragments have since been recovered, but without the
squeeze which was taken while the stone was still
intact, it would have been i1,llpossiblc to fit many of
them together, while for the missing portions of the
text it is our only authority.
The work of restoration and interpretation was
ably performed by M. Clermont-Ganneau, by way of
amends for the over-hasty zeal which~ brought about
the destruction of the monument. T11e latest and
best edition of the text, however, is that which was
published in 1886 by the two German Professors
Smend and Socin, after weeks of study of the
squeeze preserved in the Louvre. Of this text
Dr. Neubauer gives the following translation-1
"I, Mesha son of Chemosh-melech king of Moab, the Dibonite. My father reigned over Moab thirty years and I reigned after my father. I made this monument to Chemosh at
Korkhah. A monument of salvation, for he saved me from all invaders, and let me see my .
desire upon all my enemies. Omri
[was] king of Israel, and he oppressed Moab many days, for
Chemosh was angry with his
land. His son followed him, and he also said : I will oppress
Moab. In my days Che[mosh] said:
I will see my desire· on him and his house. And Israel surely
iJerishecl for ever. Omri took the land of
Mecleba 2 and [Israel] dwelt in it during his clays and half the
1

"Records of the Past,'' New Series, ii, pp. 194 sqq.
2 Numb. xxi. 30, Is. xv. z. ·
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days of his son, altogether forty years. But there dwelt
in it
Chemosh in my days. I built Baal-meon· 1 and made therein
the ditches ; I built
Kirjathaim. 2 The men of Gael dwelt in the land of Ataroth 3
from of old, and the king of Israel built there
Ataroth ; and I made war against the town and seized it.
And I slew all the [people of]
the town, for the pleasure of Chemosh and Moab; I captured
from thence the Arel of Dodah and tore
him before Chemosh in Kerioth. 4 And I placed therein the
men of Sh(a)r(o)n, and the men
of M(e)kh(e)rth. And Chemosh said to me: Go, seize Nebo 5
upon Israel ; and
I went in the night and fought against it from the break of
, dawn till noon; and I took
it, and slew all, 7000 men, [boys?], women, [girls?],
and female slaves, for to Ashtar-Chemosh I devoted them.
And I took from it the Arels of Yahveh and tore them
before Chemosh. And the king of Israel built
Jahaz, 6 and dwelt in it, while he waged war against me;
Chemosh drove him out before me. And
I took from Moab 200 men, all chiefs, and transported them
to J ahaz, which I took
to add to it Dibon. I built Korkhah, the wall of the forests
and the wall
of the citadel : I built its gates and I built its towers. And
I built the house of Moloch, and I made sluices of the waterditches in the middle
of the town. And there was no cistern in the middle of the
town of Korkhah, and I mid to all the people : Make
for
yourselves every man a cistern in his house. And I dug the
canals for Korkhah by means of the prisoners
of Israel. I built Aroer,7 and I made the road in [the province
of] the Amon. [And]
1
3

6

Josh. xiii. 17.
Numb. xxxii. 3,
Is. xv. 2.

2

6

Numb. xxxii. 37.
4 J er. xlviii. 24, Amos ii.2,
7 Deut.-ii. 36.
Is. xv. 4•
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I built Beth-Bamoth,1 for it was destroyed. I built Bezer,2
for in ruins
[it was. And all the chiefs] of Dibon were 50, for all Dibon
is subject; and I placed
one hundred [chiefs] in the towns which I added to the land.
I built
Beth-Medeba and Beth-diblathaim 3 and Beth-baal-meon •I
and transported thereto the [shepherds ? . • •
and the pastors] of the flocks of the land. And at Horonaim 0
dwelt there . . .
. And Chemosh said to me : Go down, make war upon
Horonaim. I went down [and made war]
. And Chemosh dwelt in it during my clays. I went up
from thence . . . "

Two more lines follow, but so little is left of them
that any translation of them is out of the question. .
We have only to compare the inscription,of Mesha
with what we are told about him in the Books of
Kings to see at once that while there is a general
agreement between the two accounts, there are also
discrepancies. It was David . and not Omri ~vho,
according to the Old Testament, was the conqueror
of Moab. But the inconsistency here is apparent
rather than real. On the one hand, it is more than
probable that Moab followed the common example
of the other subject populations of the Israelitish
empire in shaking off the yoke of Solomon, so that
they had again to be subdued by an Israelitish king.
In this way we could explain how it happened that
after the partition of the Davidic empire Moab fell
to the lot of the northern kingdom instead of follow~
1 Numb. xxi. 19, 1s. X.\1, 2 (A.V. "high-places"). Cp. Josh.
2
Deut. iv. 43.
xiii. 17.
4 Josh. xiii. 17, Jer. xlviii. 23,
B Jer. xlviii. 22.
6 Is. xv. 5, J er. xlviii. 3, 5, 34·
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ing the fortunes of Judah. On the other hand, it
is by no means certain that the word "oppress"
(ya'anu), which is used of Omri, is really synonymous
with an act of conquest. The country may have
already been in the possession of the northern kingdom when the founder of a new dynasty signalised
his accession to power by increased severity in his
treatment of a subject province.
Mesha, we are told (2 Kings iii. 4), "was a sheepmaster, and rendered unto the king of Israel an
hundred thousand lambs and an hundred thousand
rams with the wool." We are further told that after
Ahab's death he rebelled, and that J oram the son of
Ahab marched against him, together with his allies
the king of Judah and the tributary king of Edom.
The allies made their way by a circuitous path of
seven days through the Edomite desert. Here they
nearly perished for want of water, but were saved by
the prophet Elisha, who caused ditches to be dug
which in the morning were found to be filled with
water. To the Moabites, however, the water, lighted
up by the rays of the rising sun, seemed to be of the
colour of blood, and fancying that the three allies
had fallen one upon the other, they hurried tumultuously to the camp of the invaders in the hope of
spoil. ,But here they were received by a united and
disciplined army; their ranks were broken, and they
were driven back into their own land. From this
time forward Moab fared badly; its cities were
destroyed, its wells filled with stones, and its trees
cut down, and the Moabite king was at last forced to
take refuge behind the fortress, where he was closely
besieged. rn· his straits "he took his eldest son that
BB
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should have reigned in his stead, and offered him for
a burnt-offering upon the wall. And there was great
indignation against Israel : and they departed from
him and returned to their own land."
There is only one way in which this narrative can
be reconciled with what we read upon the Moabite
Stone. We must suppose that the campaign recorded
in the Second Book of Kings, and the successful war
of independence waged by Mesha, belonged to different periods in the life of the Moabite king. In
fact that this must have been so seems evident from
the statement of Mesha that the Israelites were
driven out of Medeba when the reign of Ahab was
only half over. The recovery of Medeba, it. would
appear, was the beginning of the revolt from Samaria,
and the first sign that Chemosh had ceased to be
"angry" with his people.
The war would accordingly have commenced
before Ahab's death, otherwise it could not have
been said that Israel dwelt in Medeba Ol).ly "during
half the. days" of his reign. The· assertion, therefore, of the Biblical writer that M~sha did not rebel
until after Ahab was dead cannot be strictly correct.
The first successes of Moab were gained while Ahab
was still on the throne, though it is possible that the
most important of the victories recorded on the
Stone did not take place until after his death.
The Israelitish writer is naturally silent about the
victories of Moab, and the Moabite king is equally
silent about any successes his enemies may have
obtained in the war. It is quite possible, therefore,
that the country north of the Arnon had already
regained its independence before Joram came to the
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throne, and that his campaign was directed. to
rendering it again tributary. In this case, it would
have been Joram who built Jahaz "while he made
war" against M oab, the loss of the fortress being one
of the results of the retreat of J oram and his allies
at the time of the "indignation against Israel."
However this may be, a comparison of our earliest
monumental record of Israelitish wars with the
Biblical narrative tells us in pretty plain language
what the historical character of that narrative .really
is. It shows that the historical records of the Old
Testament are like other authentic historical records
of the ancient world, and that we must no/t apply to
them a different standard from that which we apply
to the earlier records of Greece or Rome. To expect
from a Jewish writer of the sixth century before our
era the same strict historical methods as those which
we require from a historian of to-day, or to demand
that the materials he used should have been derived
from the reports of "special correspondents" and
have been subjected to the criticism of numberless
"reviewers," is entirely to mistake the conditions
under which ancient history was written. It was not
intended to be a colourless narrative, in which all the
events which occurred were set down with judicial
impartiality, however unfavourable they might be to
the people to whom the historian belonged and for
whom he wrote his history. On the contrary, the
historian was a patriot, often an enthusiastic patriot,
and he wrote to celebrate the victories of his nation,
not their disasters, their glory and not their shame.
What ought to astonish us in the Books of Kings is
not that the losses and defeats of ] udah and Israel
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are frequently passed over in silence, but that any of
them should be recorded. It is not surprising that
nothing is said about the loss of Moab in the age of
Solomon, or that the victories of Mesha are ignored,
a successful raid of J oram being alone mentioned ;
what is surprising is tlpt we should hear of Syrian
successes against Israel and of Assyrian successes
against Judah.
It is plain, too, that we cannot look for that strict
accuracy of language which, it must be remembered,
is a new thing even in the writing of modern history.
We now know that the revolt of Moab began some
time bef6re the death of Ahab ; but it was not until
after that event that the province appears to have
been entirely lost to Israel, and consequently the
words of the Biblical writer are sufficiently exact for
all general purposes. And on the other hand, it is
also plain that the narratives of the Books of Kings
are neither fictions nor myths. They record history,defective, not wholly accurate history it may be; but
nevertheless it is history, and the historian, who bears
in mind the conditions under which it was compiled,
can use it with confidence. There has been a gradual
education in the way in which history should be
written, as there has been an education in other
exercises of the mind, and it is absurd to expect from
the compiler of the Books of Kings the critical
judgm_ent or the point of view of a~ Gibbon or a
Grote.
We cannot leave the Moabite Stone without
noticing one or two points which are of considerable
interest. There is first of all the evidence it affords
of the knowledg e of alphabetic writing in the lands
0

MOABITE STONE AND INSCRIPTION OF SILOAM.

37 3

of the Jordan. The art of writing and reading can
have been no new thing. As soon as Mesha has
shaken off the yoke of 'the foreigner, he erects
an inscribed momlment in commemoration of his
victories. It is the first and most natural thing for
him to do, and it is taken for granted that the record
will have numerous readers. It was like the great
slab on which Isaiah was instructed to write with the
common "pen of the people" words which all who
saw should be able to understand (Is. viii. 1). Moreover, the forms of the letters as they appear on the
Moabite Stone show that alphabetic writing must
have been long practised in the kingdom of Mesha.
They are forms which presuppose a long acquaintance
with the art of engraving inscriptions upon stone, and
are far removed from the forms out of which they
must have developed.
Then again the language of the inscription is
noteworthy. Between it and Hebrew the differences
are few and slight. It is a proof that the Moabites
were akin to the Israelites in language as well as in
race, and that like their kinsfolk they had adopted
the ancient "language of Canaan."
The likeness between the languages of Moab and
of Israel extends beyond the mere idioms of grammar
and syntax. It is a likeness which exists also in
thought. The religious conceptions of the Moabite
are strikingly similcJ,r to those of the Israelite, and he
looks out at the world with much the same eyes.
Chemosh is as much the national god of Moab as
Yahveh was the national God of Israel.' It is true
that Moloch is once mentioned, but so also is Dodah
in the case of Israel, and elsewhere Chemosh, and
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Chemosh only, is the object of worship and praise.
Even the Babylonian and Canaanitish godd1,7ss Istar
or Ashtoreth cannot maintain· a separate existence
by the side of him. She has been identified with
him, and has accordingly become a male divinity, or
rather a mere epithet of the national god.
Mesha ascribes his victories to Chemosh, just as
the victories of Israel were ascril::ed by the Jewish
kings and prophets to Y ahveh. When Moab was
oppressed by the enemy, it w~s because Chemosh
was "angry" with his people, reminding us how " the
anger of Yahveh was kindled against Israel, and He
c;lelivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled
them." 1 It was Chemosh who "drove" the king of.
Israel "out before" Mesha, and who sai~ to the
Moabite prince," Go, seize Nebo upon Israel," even as
Yahveh declared that He would "drive" the Canaanites
".out from before" Israel, 2 and "said unto David, Go
and smite the Philistines." 3 Chemosh had allowed
Mesha to "see" his "desire upon all" his "enemies,"
the very phrase which is used by Yahveh in the
Psalms; 4 and as _Samuel set up a "Stone of Help,"
saying, " Hitherto hath Yahveh helped us," 5 so
Mesha erected his monument to Chemosh as "a
monument of salvation,
he had saved" him "from
all invaders." In fact, as Dr. Ginsburg has remarked :
"If the name of Jehovah were substituted for that
of Chemosh, this inscription would read like a chapter
in t~e Book of Kings."

for

1 _Judg.

ii. IJ, 2 Kings xiii. 3.
Exod. xxiii. 29, 30, Judg .. ii. 3, vi. 9.
s I Sam. xxiii. 2.
4 Ps. lix.
0 f Sam. vii. 12. ·
2

101

cxviii. 7.
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Such coincidences of thought and expression are
important to the historian as well as to the student
of ancient religion. They are a fresh proof of the
impossibility of separating the history and historical
documents of Israel from those of the surrounding
nations, and of judging them by a standard which
would not be applied to the latter. They are also a
proof of the naturalness of the Biblical language ; it
was the language of everyday life and thought, not
that of students of the closet who were creating an
artificial history in accordance with certain theories
and "tendencies" of their own.
One of the points in which the Moabite idiom
agreed with that of the Hebrew is a point which
specially concei·ns the historian. It is where we read
that the northern district of Moab was occupied by
Israel during the reign of Omri and half the reign of
Ahab, " altogether forty years." As a matter of fact,
even if Omri's conquest had been made at the
beginning of his reign, the period would not have
exceeded twenty-three years. But the phrase_" t'orty
years" means merely _an indeterminate period of time,
just as it does in the Old Testament. Its employment on the Moabite Stone is a good commentary
on its employment in the Book of Judges, and on
the futility of the chronological schemes which see
in the "forty years" of the Biblical idiom a definite
number of years.
The city of Korkhah, in which the monument was
set up, 'must have been the citadel of Dibon. It
seems to be the place called " Kir of Moab" by
Isaiah (xv. r), and Kir-haraseth in the Second Book
of Kings (iii. 25). As we have seen, it is already
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mentioned in the geographical li~t of the Egyptian
Pharaoh, Ramses III.
A more difficult question is to determine exactly
who were the "Arels" of Dodah and Y ahveh who
were captured and "torn" before Chemosh like Agag
by Samuel. We know from Egyptian sources 1 that
Arel signifies a "hero," and the fact that two Arels
of Moab were slain by Benaiah (2 Sam. xxiii. 20)
may imply that the word was peculiarly characteristic
of Moab. The parallelism of Dodah and Yahveh
shows that Dodah must have been a deity, who
received divine honours in the northern kingdom of
Israel by the side of the national God. Dodah,
indeed, though like Y ahveh the word is provided.
with a feminine termination, has the same:! root as
the names of Dodo and David, "the beloved one,"
\vhile the feminine Dido was the name of a Phcenician
goddess. In Dodah, therefore, we must see the male
divinity of which Dido was the female counterpart.
It thus seems probable that in the Israelitish
sanctuaries there were certain "heroes" who acted
as the champions of the deity to whom they were
attached. It was their duty to fight on his behalf,
and to represent him in the presence of a foe. If this
view is correct, light will be thrown U:pon the character
of Goliath of Gath who came out to "defy the armies
of the living God.'' But more evidence is wanted
before any certain conclusion can be reached.
Among alphabetic inscriptions the next in importance to the Moabite Stone is that which was found
in the tunnel of Siloam. The Pool of Siloam at
Jerusalem is fed by a conduit which is cut for a
1

See above, p. 349.
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distance of 1708 feet through the solid mck, and
takes its start from the so-called Virgin's Spring.. The
object with which it was cut is unmistakable. ·The
Virgin's Spring is the only spring of fresh water in
the immediate neighbourhood of Jerusalem, and in
time of siege it was important that while the enemy
should be deprived of access to it, its water should be
made available for those who were within the city.
But the spring rose outside the walls, on the sloping
cliff which overlooks the valley of the Kidron. Accordingly a long passage was excavatedJn the rock,
by means of which the overflow of the spririg was
brought into Jerusalem, the spring itself being covered
with masonry so that it could be '' sealed up" in case
of war. That it was actually .so sealed we know
from a passage in the Second Book of Chronicles
(xxxii. 3, 4). Here it is stated that \vhen Sennacherib
threatened to invade Judah, Hezekiah "took counsel
with his princes and his mighty men to stop the
waters of the fountains' which were without the city:
and they did help him. So there was gathered much
people together, who ·stopped all the fountains, and
the brook that ran· through the midst of the land,
saying, Why should the kings of Assyria come and
find much water ? "
About ·sixteen feet from the mouth of the. tunnel
on the Siloam side an inscription was engraved on the
right-hand part of its rocky wall. The discovery of
the insci:_iption was made accidentally in 1880. In the
summer of that year some native pupils of Mr. Schick,
a German architect long settled in Jerusalem, were
wading in the Pool of Siloam and the part of the
tunnel which opens into it, when one of them slipped
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and fell into the water. On rising to the surface he
noticed what appeared to be letters cut in the rock,
and accordingly informed Mr. Schick of what he
had observed. Mr. Schick visited the spot, and
at once saw that an ancient inscription had been
found.
But the inscription had been carved below the
ordinary level of the water which flowed through the
subterranean passage. The characters had thus become
filled with a deposit of lime, which had equally filled
every crack and crevice in the rock, making it difficult
to distinguish letters and accidental flaws in the stone
one from the other. In fact, it was impossible for any
one who was not well acquainted with Semitic palceo.graphy to copy the inscription with even an apprnach
to correctness. The copy sent to Europe by Mr.
Schick was consequently little else than a collection
of unmeaning scrawls. Nevertheless, it was possible
to pick out here and there a Phcenician letter, SJ,nd
to recognise that the forms of these letters indicated
a comparatively early date.
In the winter after the discovery I arrived at
Jerusalem, and one of my first visits was to the newlyfound inscription. To make a copy of it, however,
proved to be a more troublesome task than I had
anticipated. Not only was it difficult to determine
the forms of the letters for the reason already stated,
it was necessary to sit for hours in the mud and
water: of the channel deciphering them as best one
could by the dim light bf a candle. It was not until
three afternoons had been spent in this fashion that
I had the satisfaction of obtaining a text the greater
part of which could be read, and which proved to be
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a record of the construction of the conduit written in
pure Biblical Hebrew.
About six weeks after my departure from Jerusalem,
Dr. Guthe arrived there on behalf of the German
Palestine Association, and aft'er making a more complete fac-simile of the inscription than had previously
been possible, removed the deposit of lime by means
of an acid, and so revealed the primitive appearance
of the tablet. Letters which had before been invisible
now became legible, and the exact shapes of all of
them could be observed. Casts and squeezes of the
text were taken, and the scholars of Europe were
able to study it at their leisure amid the comforts of.
their own homes.
The inscription consists of six lines, but a few
letters have been_"destroyed by the wearing away of
the stone. The translation of it runs thus-'-" [Behold]
the excavation! Now this is the history of the
excavation. While the excavators :vere lifting up
the pick, each towards his neighbour, and while there
were yet three cubits to [excavate, there was heard]
the voice of one man calling· to his neighbour, for
there was an excess in the rock on the right hand
[and on the left]. And after that on the day of
excavating the excavators had struck pick against
pick, one against the other, the waters flowed from
the Spring to the Pool for a distance of 1200 cubits.
And a hundred cubits was the height of .the rock
over the IJ.ead of the excavators."
It may be noted that the inscription has added a
new word-that rendered "excess "~to the Hebrew
lexicon: Apart from the lexical gain, however, it is
full of ling-uistic interest, as it proves the identity of
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the Hebrew spoken in Jerusalem before the Exile
with that of our present Old Testarnent books. At
the time when the inscription of Siloam was written
the Hebrew language \\'as already that which is
embodied in the Biblical text.
What that time was cannot unfortunately be fixed
with exactness. All we can say positively is that it
was earlier than the age of the Babylonian Captivity,
and probably not far distant from the reign of
Hezekiah. The inscription contains no record of
date ; not a single proper name occurs in it, much
less the name of a king. A blank space was left on
the smooth face of the niche in which it was engraved,
apparently for the purpose of inscribing upon it tb,e
name of the prince by whose orders the c11-annel had
been cut; but the purpose was never fulfilled, and
the blank space was never covered with letters. The
inscription itself was concealed below the level of the
water, as if the engraver feared that it might become
known.
But though there is no indication of date in the
text, the age of the inscription can be determined
approximately by an appeal to history and palceography. We possess a good many inscribed Jewish
and Israelitish seals, characterised partly by proper
names compounded with the sacred name of Yahveh,
partly by lines drawn across the face of the seal and
dividing the lines of writing one from the other.
Several of these seals are older than the period of the
Exile, - and among them is one said to have been
found at Jerusalem, which is in the possession of Mr.
Clark. The inscription upon it tells us that it once
"belonged to Elishama, the son of the king." Now
\
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we know who this Elishama was. He is referred to
in J er. xli. r as a Jewish prince of·" the seed royal,"
and· grandfather of Ishmael, the contemporary of
Zeclekiah. He would therefore have flourished about
650 B.C., and his seal shows us what forms were
assumed by the letters of the Jewish alphabet in his
day. vVhen we compary these with the forms of the
same letters fou'nd in the Siloam inscription, it becomes
evident that the latter are somewhat more archaic,
and that consequently the inscription which contains
them must go back to the end of the eighth century
before our era.1
This. would bring us to thevreign of Hezekiah, and
historical reasons have made many scholars believe
that the tunnel of Siloam was the work of that king.
It is said of him (2 Chr. xxxii. 30) that he "stopped
the upper watercourse .of Gihon, and .brought it
straight clown to the west side of the city of David";
we are further told (2 Kings xx. 20) that" he made a
pool and a conduit, and brought water into the city."
As the word Gihon means a "spring," it can refer
only to the single spring of water possessed by
Jerusalem, which is generally known by the name
of the Virgin's \Veil. It would seem, therefore, that
what Hezekiah did was to "stop" the spring, and
introduce water into the city by means of a tunnel
which led to a pool on the vvestern side of the " City
of David."
There is, however, a passage in the Book of Isaiah
(viii. 6) which raises a difficulty. While Ahaz, the
father of Hezekiah, was still reigning, Isaiah delivered
a prophecy in which he makes allusion to " the waters
· 1
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of Shiloah that go softly."· NO\v Shiloah means
"tunnel" or "conduit," and the fact that the name
was already in use implies that the tunnel had already
been excavated. Indeed, this is rendered certain by
the statement that "the waters of Sliiloah" run softly.
Such a statement can apply only to the gentle flow
of the water through the artificial channel cut for it in
the rock.
Moreover, the tunnel of Siloam is not the only
conduit of the kiiid ~vhich has been excavated in the
so-called hill of Ophel. Below the pool of Siloam are
the traces of a lower pool into which the water was
conducted from the upper pool through a second
tunnel excavated in the rock. This second tunnel.
must have been made at a later elate than ,the first,
the lower pool having been constructed to· receive
the overflow of the upper one. When the inscription
was carved, it will be remembered, there was but one
pool, "the Pool," as it is distinctively named .
. Besides the' two tunnels of Siloam, as we may call
them, Sir Charles Warren discovered· a third, which
leads in a clue westerly di1'ection from the Virgin's
Spring. At a distance of sixty-seven feet from the
spring, a round basin has been hollowed out of the
rock, above which is a shaft forty feet .in height. The
shaft communicates with a cavern, the sloping floor of
which, after an ascent of about thirty feet, opens upon
a landing. North-west of the landing is a passage·
forty feet long, with a steep staircase some fifty feet
high at the end of it. The staircase leads to a vaulted
chamber a little below the present surface of the
ground.
As th.e first tunnel of Siloam takes its start from·
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the passage discovered by Sir Charles Warren at a
distance of about fifty fee(fr9m the Virgin's Spring,
it has often been maintained that the passage ·must be
older than the tunnel. But it does not seem likely
that the more elaborate engineering work should have
been the earlier, especially as it does not lead to
a reservoir, only to a smap basin, the supply of water
in which could never have been large. It is certainly
more reasonable to suppose that the part of the
passage which forms a portion of the Siloam tunnel
belonged from the outset to the latter. If so, its
further extension, and the complicated system of
shafts by which it was connected with the surface
of the hill, were the work of a later time. Similar
arrangements for closing the approach to a spring,
and conducting the water through a s'ecret passage
within the walls of a town, have been discovered at
El Jib, the ancient Gibeon, as well as on the site of
Rabbah of Ammon.
But whatever may be thought of the age to which
Warren's passage is to be referred, it cannot be the
conduit made by Hezekiah, as it does not lead from
the "Gihon," or Spring, to a" pool." There are only
two aqueducts which do so, the first and second
tunnels of Siloam. The conduit made by Hezekiah
therefore must be one of these.
That it was the second, or lower one, is rendered
probable by the words already quoted from the
prophecie_s of Isaiah. We gather from these that
before Hezekiah's accession the hill in which the two
tunnels are excavated had already been pierced by an
aqueduct, at~d that the. 'water was already flowing
softly through it. Moreover, it was '~the upper water-
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course" or "spring of Gihon," which was "stopped" by
Hezekiah, and an uppe,r source implies a lower one.
It is difficult to understand what the lower source
could have been from which a second supply of water
was derived, unless it were the pool on whose site the
present Pool of Siloam stands. In this case the
second tunnel would have been that through which
the water was "brought straight down to the west
side of the city of David."
The question, however, as to which of the two
tunnels was the work of Hezekiah is of little consequence, since the inscription recording the construction of the first,-now, alas ! destroyed-cannot be
much older, palceographically, than Hezekiah's reign ..
If the tunnel on the wall of which it was ,engraved
was not the work of· Hezekiah, we may confidently
assume that it had been excavated by one of his
immediate predecessors. The second tunnel, in fact,
looks like a continuation of the first, the completion
of which formed part of the original design,
The existence of the two aqueducts, therefore, and
the inscription which commemorated the excavation
of them, have an important bearing on the question of
the ancient topography of Jerusalem. It was to the
west side of the city of David that the conduit of
Hezekiah was brought, and consequently it must be
in the city of David that the two funnels are situated.
In other words, the so-called hill of Ophel, on the
western side of the Virgin's Spring, must be identical
with ''the city of David."
The topographical results which follow from this
conclusion are incompatible with the view which
makes pre_-Exilic Jerusalem occupy much the same
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area as the Jerusalem ofto-da y. vVe are told in the
Second Book of Samuel (v. 7) that Zion and the city
of David were one and the same ; they both alike
represented the hill on which the outpost of the
Jebusites had been built, and which protected the
approach to what afterwards became the temple-hill.
The site of Zion is accordingly fixed. · It was the
southern hill, the so-called Ophel, on the south-western
slope of which is the Pool of Siloam, and whose
northern boundary is the encircling wall of the sanctuary. The valley of the sons of Hinnom, where
children were burnt in the fire to Moloch, will thus
have been identical with the Tyrop~on, the valley
of the " Cheesemakcrs," on the western side of the
hill.
Since the days of the Jewish kings the appearance
of the hill has undergone much change. The valley
of the Checscmakers has been filled with rubbish to
a depth of more than seventy feet, while the summit
of Zion was cut away in the age of the Maccabees in
order that it might be overlooked by the temple-hill.
Between the temple-hill, and what I will henceforth
call Mount Zion, a valley, of which Dr. Guthe first
observed the traces, has been choked with stones and
earth. Mount Zion is now but a southernly continuation· of 1';'.rount Moriah, the J ebusite stronghold on
which the temple once stood, and on which the
mosque of Omar still stands.
If we would discover the tombs of David and his
successors, we must clear away the rubbish which fills
the old valley of the sons of Hinnom and covers the
rocky slope of the southern hill. Here and here only
will excavation be successful, and here only may we
cc
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expect to discover the relics of that Jerusalem which
N ebuchadrezzar destroyed. ·
The engineering skill exhibited in the construction
of the Siloam tunnel was of no mean order. We
learn from the inscription that the work of excavating
it was begun simultaneously at both ends. Although
the tunnel winds considerably for the sake of following
the softer lines of rock, the workmen so nearly met
in the middle that the noise made by the picks of the
one party was heard by the other. In fact,just about
the centre of the aqueduct, there are two culs de sac,
evidently the extreme points reached. by the two
gangs of miners before they became aware that they
were beginning to pass one another. To join the culs
de sac by breaking through the rock between the~
was the last operation of the engineers, and the
small amount of rock that had to be broken through
made the task an easy one.
When we consider the length of the tunnel, its winding course, and the depth below the surface of the
ground at which it has been cut through the solid
rock, it becomes pretty clear that the engineers who
superintended the work must have had scientific
instruments of some kind to guide them. Once . more
the truth is brought home to us that the inhabitants
of the old oriental world were not the ignorant
possessors of an inferior civilisation such as they have
often been represented to be. If their science was
not on a level wlth that of the nineteenth century, it
was nevertheless science, and sufficed for the requirements of an advanced culture.
The same truth is enforced by a study of the mere
forms of the letters of t.he Siloam inscription~ "While
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the angular forms of the Moabite characters as seen
upon the Stone of Mesha indicate that writing had
long been employed in Moab for monumental purposes, the _forms of the characters in the Siloam inscription· prove that the scribes of Judah had been
accustomed for ah equal length of time to write upon
papyrus or parchment. The letters are rounded rather
than angular, and their downward lines are curved at
the bottom as they would be in writing with a pen.
Before such forms could have been imitated upon
stone, they must have been firmly fixed in the usage
of the . people, and so prove that already before
the reign of Hezekiah written manuscripts were
plentiful in the Jewish kingdom.
What then becomes of the theories of a Vernes or
a Havet, which assume that before tne Babylonian
captivity writing was an art rarely, if ever, practised?
On the contrary, an indirect confirmation of a striking character is given by pala::ography of the claims
, put forward by the Old Testament Scriptures. These
caH upon us to believe that books were written and
read throughout the royal period of Israelitish history,
and that these books were not monuments of stone or
metal,.but books in the most modern and genuine
sense of the word. When it is stated in the Book of
Proverbs (xxv. 1) that ,Hezekiah employed men to
copy out the proverbs or' Solomon, we are reminded of
the libraries of Babylonia and Assyria, where scribes
were consj:antly at work copying and re-editing the
older, literature of the country, and. the very forms of
the letters in the Siloam inscription rise up in evidence
that the statement is true. The art of writing books,
let tls feel assured, was no new thing in Israel, and
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there was no reason why a manuscript of the age of
Solomon should not have been preserved to the age
of Hezekiah. We have no reason to doubt that "the
men of Hezekiah" did copy out " the proverbs of
Solomon," and they were more likely to know whose
proverbs they were than the most accomplished critic
of to-day.

CHAPTER IX.
THE ASSYRIAN TESTIMONY TO THE OLD
TESTAMENT.
THE weakness of Egypt and Assyria had been
the opportunity of Israel. The empire of David was
due as much to the absence of powerful neighbours
as to the military skill of Joab. With the exception
of the spasmodic revival of strength -under Shishak,
Egypt remained in a state of powerlessness and decay
from the time of Ramses III. till the period when it
'vas conquered by the rulers of Ethiopia. Babylonia
had long since ceased to be a conquering power, and
after the rise of Assyria was too busily occupied in
defending itself from the ambition of a dangerous
neighbour to think of attacking other states. Assyria,
too, from causes at present unknown to us, was for
awhile under eclipse. For a hundred and fifty ·years
its history is a blank ; even the names of its kings
disappear from the monuments.
But the eclipse of Assyria was not destined to be
perman~nt. A ti1ne came when a succession of energe~ic and· warlike monarchs once more made the
name of Assyria dreaded in foreign lands. Year
after year the Assyrian armies marched forth from
the gates of the capital, carrying ruin and desolation
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in their path. Nothing could resist them ; cities
were taken and destroyed, kingdoms were overthrown, and rival sovereigns were compelled to
acknowledge the might and supremacy of the god
Assur.
It was under Assur-natsir~pal that Assyria awoke
once more to a career of conquest. During his reign
of twenty-five years (from B.C. 883 to 858) the
boundaries of the empire were again ,extended to
the vicinity of Lake Van in the north, and to Carchemish and the ranges of the Lebanon in the west.
The Hittites were laid under tribute, and "the great
king" "hung up" his weapons on the shores of the
Mediterranean, and there received the tribute of th~
Phoenician cities.
Among these Phoenician cities were Tyre and Sidon.
The Assyrian forces had thus advanced dangerously
near the kingdoni of Israel, and it could not be long
before Samaria would be forced to follow the example
of Tyre and Sidon. This did not happen, however,
until after the death of Assur-natsir-pal. ·He was
followed by his son Shalmaneser II., who reigned
for thirty-five years (B.C. 858-823). Shalmaneser
proved to be an able and successful general, and a
large part of his long reign was devoted to securing
the road to the west, and diverting the trade of Phoenicia and Carchemish into Assyrian hands. In his
sixth year he fell upon Hamath and its allies.' An
account of the war is given on a monolith which was
erected by the Assyrian monarch at Kurkh among
the mountains of Armenia. He there tells us that
after sacrificing at Aleppo to the god of the city, he
moved southward. "To the cities of Irkhuleni the.
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Hamathite 1 approached. The cities ofEden,1 Barga
and Argana his royal city I captured. Hi~ spoil,
his goods (and) the riches of his palaces I removed ;
his palaces I delivered to the flames. From the city
of Argana I departed ; to the city of Qarqara. I
approached. Qarqara his royal city I overthrew, dug
up (and) burned with fir~; 1200 chariots, 1200 ridingh<;>rses (and) 20,000 men belonging to Hadad-idri of
the [country] of Damascus; 700 chariots, 700 ridinghorses (and) 10,000 men belonging to Irkhuleni the
Hamathite; 2000 chariots (and) lO,ooo men belor;iging to Ahab the Israelite ; 2 500 men belonging to
the Guans ; 1000 men belonging to the Egyptians ;
10 chariots (and) 10,000 men belonging to the Arkites; 3 200 men belonging to Matin-ba'al of Arvad;
200 men of the U'sanatians ; 4 30 chariots (and) 10,000
men belonging to. Adon-ba'al the Sianian·; 5 1000
camels from Gindibuh the Arabian (and) .. oo men
belonging to Baasha the son of Rehob of the country
of Ammon ;-these twelve kings he took to his assistance; to [offer] battle and combat they came against
me. With the mighty forces which Assur the lord has
given (me), with the powerful weapons which Nergal
who goes before me has granted (me), I fought with·
them ; from the city of Qarqara to the city of Kir?:au
I utterly defeated them ; 14,000 of their fighting-men
I slew with weapons.il Like Rimmon I rained a
2 Akhabbu mat' Sz'rald.
See Amos i. 5.
4 Probably from U'su, near Tyre.
See G_en. x. 17.
5 Probably the Sinite of Gen. x. i7,
6 'On an obelisk of black stone on which Shalmaneser has
inscribed the annals· of l:iis reign the number of the enemy who
perished is given as 20,500. The inscription on the black
obelisk, however, was not compiled until_ twenty-five years after
• 1
3
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deluge upon them ; with their corpses I filled the
face of. the pl~in ; their vast .armies I brought rio.wn
with my weapons ; their blood choked the lower
ground of the district. To restore life to it, purified
soil (?) was spread over its fields (which) I distributed
among its men. The river Orontes, which was bridgeless (?), I reached. In the midst of this battle I took
away from them their chariots, their ~iding-horses
(and) their horses which were bound to the yoke."
As the battle was fought in B.C. 853, Ahab must
have been still living in that year. The large number
of chariots with which he furnished his ally shows
that he must have been one of the wealthiest and
most powerful of the princes of Syria. We can easily
understand, therefore, how a Sidonian princess condescended to marry him. He was a neighbour whose
friendship could· not be refused or neglected, and his
wealth placed him on a footing of equality with the
merchant kings of Tyre.
The war with Damascus, in which Ahab met his
death, probably took place a year or two after the
battle of Qarqara. The Assyrian invasion had for a
time induced the Syrian states to make common
cause against the common foe. But as ·soon as the
danger was over and the Assyrian king had withdrawn his army from the West, the old jealousies and
mutual feelings of hostility broke out afresh. The
inscription of Shalmaneser shows that Ahab was
superior to the king of Damascus in one arm of
military strength, the chariot~, which could be manthe campaign against Hamath, whereas the Kurkh monolith
was erected in· the year following. During the interval the
number of the slain at Qarqara had had time to multiply.
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reuvred with special advantage in the plain of
Damascus. It is consequently not astonishing that
in alliance with Judah he should have considered
himself more than a match for the Syrian king. The
campaign was accordingly planned against Ramothgilead, from which the king of Samaria never
returned alive.
It will be noticed that although Ammon is mentioned, not a word is said in the inscription about
Moab, Edom or Judah. vVhy Moab sent no contingent to the allied ·forces is evident. Moab had
just revolted from Israel. Mesha was still engaged
in a war of independence, and his sympathies therefore would have been, not with Ahab and his allies,
but with their enemy. The absence of Judah from
the confederacy is more difficult to explain. But the
absence of Judah brought with it also the absence of
Edom. We are told in the Second Book of Kings
(xxii. 47) that there was at the time·" no king in
Edom ; a deputy was king." In other words Edom
was tributary to Judah, and its ruler was a nominee
of the Jewish king. The agreement of the fact with
what we may gather from the inscription of Shalmaneser .is one of those " undesigned coincidences"
which, if not pressed t.oo far, cannot fail to increase
our confidence in the Biblical narrative. The cuneifo~m text and the Book of Kings supplement one
another. '
But it will also be noticed that the king of
Damascus does not bear the same name in the" inscription and in the Books of Kings. The Assyrian
scribe calls him Hadad-idri ; according to the J cwish
writer his name was Ben-hadad. The difference 111
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the name, however, admits of an explanation. Hadadidri is the Aramcean form of the Biblical Hadad-ezer,
as Prof. Schrader was the first to point out, and it
was doubtless the real name of the Syrian king.
Hadad was the Syrian Sun-god whom the Assyrians
identified with their Rimmon, although Rimmon was
the god of the air and not the sun. But in Hadad
the Sun-god and the Air-god were united in one, a
union which was expressed by the compound HadadRimmon (Zech. xii. II). By the side of Hadad stood
his son Ben-Hadad. Contract-tablets found in Babylonia make mention of Syrian names, of which the
name Ben-Hadad forms an element. Thus, in the
thirteenth year of Nabonidos (B.C. 543) a certain.
Nadin the son of Kullum-ld-Bin-Hadad ,borrowed
half a maneh and three shekels, g.nd since the determinative of divinity is prefixed to the word BinHadad, it is clear that we must see in it the name of
a god. 1 Not only Hadad, therefore, but also BenHadad "the son of Hadad," must have been adored
at Damascus.
Hadad-idri and Bin-Hadad-idri, then, would have
been parallel names, both of which must have been·
in use. We know that the immediate prede.cessor of
Hadad-idri was a Ben-hadad (I Kings xv. 18), 2 and
the confusion between Ben-Hadad the father and
1 Strassmaier: "Babylonische Texte," III., No. 742. It should
be noticed that one of the kings of Edam (Gen. xxxvi. 35) was
called" Hadad the son of Bedad,''that is Ben-[Ha]dad. According to the Assyrian lexical tablets, Addu or Hadad and Dadu
were different forms of the same name, .and were used interchangeably in Syria.
2 We must read Rezon for Hezion in this passage; . see
I Kings xi. 23-25.
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Hadad-idri the son_ is ci.ccordingly not· difficult to
explain. It is an illustration of the unimportant
errors of detail which may occur. in the Biblical
narrative as in all other historical documents, without
impairing the authority of the narrative itself.
Though Shalmaneser gained the victory at Qarqara,
it is evident that his' forces had suffered severely. He
made no attemp't to follow it up, and withdrew at
once to Ni.neveh. · Four years intervened before he
again µiarched to the West, and in the year following
he claims to have captured eighty-nine towns belonging to Hamath, and to have defeated Hadad-idri of
Damascus and his twelve allies. The" twelve kings"
were again overthrown in the fourteenth year of
Sha!mane_ser's reign, but it was not until his eighteenth
year (B.c: 840) that· a detenriined effort was made to
break the Syrian power. Hamath now disappears
from the scene, and it is Damascus which has to bear
the brunt of the Assyrian attack. Hazael had become
king, and the Assyrian monarch found in him a more
formidable opponent than either Irkhuleni or Hadadidri had been. The following is the account given by
Shalmaneser of his western campaign"In the eighteenth year of my reign for the sixteenth
time I crossed the Euphrates. Hazael of Damascus·
trusted to the strength of his armies, and assembled
his armies to a large number. Shenir, a mountainsummit as you come to Lebanon, he made his stronghold. I fought with him, I defeated him ; 6000 of
his soldiers I slew with weapons, I 12 I of his chariots
(and) 470 of his riding-horses together with his camp
I_ took from him. To save his life he ascended (the
country). I pursued 'after him, In Damascus his
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royal city I shut him up. His plantations I cut
down. As far as the mountains of the Hauran I
marched. The cities to a countless number I threw
down, dug up (and) burned with fire. Their spoil to
a countless amount I carried .away. As far as the
mountain of Baal-rosh (at the mouth of the Dog
River), which (is) a headland· of the sea, I marched;
an image of my majesty I erected. upon it. At that
time I received the tribute of the Tyrians, the
Sidonians (and) of Jehu (Yahua) the son of Omri
(Khumri)."
This account is in strict accordance with the
narrative in the Books of Kings, excepting only
that J ehu is erroneously made the son or descendant
of Omri instead of the supplanter of his dynasty. It
was, however, in the time of Ahab the son of Omri
that the Assyrians first became acquainted with
the northern kingdom of Israel, and consequently
Samaria continued ever afterwards to be known to
them as Beth-Omri "the house of Omri," while the
founder of the line of kings who subsequently ruled
over it was supposed to be the same sovereign>
We gather from the Biblical history that Hazael
had murdered Hadad-idri and usurped the throne of
Damascus two or three years before Jehu followed
his example at Samaria. We further gather that
under Hazael the kingdom of Syria became stronger
and more powerful than it had ever been before. It
was while J elm was governing Samaria that Hazael
smote Israel in all its coasts (2 Kings x. 32); under
his son Jehoahaz Israel was delivered into the hand
of Hazael even as Moab had been delivered into the
hand ~f Omri (2 Kings xiii. 3'.__7), and "Hazael
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king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of
Jehoahaz" (2 Kings xiii. 22). Circumstances had
indeed changed since the time when Aha.b could send
to the support of his allies eight hundred chariots more
than the king of Damascus was able to provide, and
when the honour of marriage with him was sought
by a Sidonian princess. In place of the numerous
force~ which ·Ahab led into battle against Assyria,
'there were left to J ehoahaz "but fifty horsemen, and
ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen : for the king
of Syria had destroyed them, and had made them
like the dust by threshing" (2 Kings xiii. 7).
It is interesting to compare the language used by
the Hebrew historian, when describing the disasters
brought upon Israel by the Syrian J<:ing, with the
language of Mesha on the Moabite Stone. There
we are told that Omri of Israel had "oppressed
Moab many days, for Chemosh," the god of Moab,
"was angry with his land." But the time came when
Chemosh relented, and "saved" the Moabite prince
" from all invaders and let" him "see" his "desire
upon all" his "enemies." In similar language we
read in the Second Book of Kings that" the anger"
of the Lord was kindled against Isr<:el, and he
delivered them into the hand of Hazae~ king of
Syria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad the son of
Hazael, all their days" (xiii. 3). But "Jehoahaz
besought the Lorcl," and "the Lord was gracious
unto them, and had compassion on .them," so that
"He _gave them a sayiour" in the person of the son
and successor of J ehoahaz. Such a similarity in
thought and expression proves better than anything
else what we may term the naturalness and good
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faith of the Scriptural writer. It is an indication
that he belonged to the same Semitic race as the
Moabite king, and to the same period of Semitic
history. The story he has given us has not been
revised or improved upon by later hands ; it is clear
that it comes before us just as it was written,
breathing the spirit of the age to which it refers, and couched in the language of a pre-Exilic
time.
Though ,the Biblical narrative tells us of the
successes which Jehoash and Jeroboam II. gained
against Damascus after the death of Hazael, it does
not tell us what was the cause which enabled the
Israelites once more to make head against their.
powerful foe. The cause has been reveal~d to us
by the Assyrian monuments. They have shown that
the war waged against Hazael by the Assyrian
monarch in B.C. 840, disastrous as it was to the
Syrians, was not the last which the king of Damascus
had to face. Three years later· Shalrnaneser again
led his troops against " Hazael of the country of
Damascus." ,Four of his cities were captured, and
the Assyrian army made its way to the sea-coast,
where the . people of Tyre and Sid on and Gebal
bought off its attack by offering "tribute."
After this, however, Shalmaneser and his generals
atte.mpted no further campaigns in :the West. Hazael
was left to pursue his ambitious designs against the
independence of Samaria, and it is doubtless to this
period that the "oppression" of Israel by the Syrians,
. described in the Books of Kings, is to be assigned.
Many years had to pass before an Assyrian army
again marched into the neighbourhood of Palestine.
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It did not take place until Rimmon-nirari III., the
grandson of Shalmaneser, was king.
The reign of Rimmon-nirari lasted from B.C. Sro
to 78 I. At some period during his reign,· probably
in B.C. 797,.he reduced the kingdom of Damascus to
complete subjection. Samaria also was laid under
tribute, as well as Phcenicia, Edom, and the Philistines._ Among the latter the Jews were probably
included.· These are the words in which the Assyrian
king records his victories" As far as the shores of the great sea at the rising
of the sun, from the banks of the Euphrates, the
land of the Hittites, the land of the Amorites to its
farthest borders, the land of Tyre, the land of Sidon,
the land of Omri, the land of Edom, the land of the·
Philistines (Palastu), as far as the shores of the great
sea at the setting of the sun (the Mediterranean), I
subjected (them all) to my yoke, tribute and gifts
I imposed upon them. Against the land of Syria I
marched ; Marih the king of the land of Syria I shut
up in Damascus his royal city. The terror of the
glory of Assur his lord overwhelmed him ; he took
my feet, he became a vassal: 2300 talents of silver,
20 talents of gold, 3000 talents of copper, 5000
talents of iron, many-coloured garments of linen, a
couch of ivory, a canopy of ivory, hilts in abundance,
his goods, his property to a countless amount I
received in Damascus his royal city, in the midst of
his palace."
In B.C. 773, towards the end of the reign of Shalmaneser III. the successor of Rimmon-nirari, there
was another Assyrian campaign against Damascus,
and in the following year the Assyrian forces marched
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into "the country of Khatarika." This is the Hadrach
of the Bible (Zech. ix. r), from which we learn that it
formed part of the territory of Damascus. We have
no details of these two campaigns ; we may feel
pretty sure, however, from the record of them, that
they were favourable to Assyria. This 'would also
have been the case as regards another campaign
against Khatarika in B.C. 765, during the reign of the
successor of Shalmaneser III. Throughout all this
period of attack Damascus must have remained weak
and enfeebled, and its captu're by Rimmon-nirari
must have been the final blow to its power and
prestige.
_
It is not astonishing, therefore, if the decay of
·Damascus was as rapid as its rise, or if Jeroboam II:
was able to restore " the coast of Israel 'from the
entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain" (z
Kings xiv. 25). The passage in which the wars of
Jeroboam are alluded to (z Kings xiv. 28) is unfortunately corrupt, but we may gather from it that
Damascus was forced to become tributary to Israel.
It ·is possible that the alliance between Pekah of
Israel and Rezin of Syria in later days was a result
of this subjugation of Damascus by the Israelitish
king.
However this may be, the overthrow of Damascus
by Rimmon-nirari led to the first exercise of Assyrian
power and influence throughout the whole of Palestine.
The submission of Samaria, Edom and Philistia ·to
the Assyrian mon·arch was doubtless voluntary; had
it been otherwise Rimmon-nirari would not have
contented himself with an account only of his Syrian
campaign. We should have heard also of campaign
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011 the western side of the ] ordan, and of the capture
of the cities of Palestine. What happened at a later
day, when Ahaz purchased the help of the Assyrian
conqueror against his Syrian and Isrctelitish foes, may
easily have happened earlier. The homage and
tribute of the Samaritan· king may have induced
Rimmon-nirari to turn his arms against Damascus ;
and the Assyrian king may have represented the
''saviour". who was given to Israel "so that they
went out from under the hand of the Syrians."
With the power of Damascus thus broken, Samaria
had no longer anything to fear from its once
dangerous neighbour. No second Hazael a;ppeared
to restore the fallen fortunes of his city. In spite of
military revolutions Israel seemed destined to• take
the place left va:cant by Damp.scus, -and' to become
the dominant power <:>f the West. Assyrian armies
were no longer seen on the shores of the Mediter~
ranean, and the people of Palestine doubtless imagined
that they would be heard of no more. The dream of
restoring the empire of David appeared every day
more easy of realisation : the· northern boundaries of
Israel had been again carried as far as:" the entiering
of Hamath," and all that remained was to overthrow:
the Davidic dynasty at Jerusalem, and estahlish a
Samaritan ruler in its place.
The favourable morirent seemed to have arrived
with the accession of the young and weak-minded
Ahaz to the ] ewish throne. He had alienated a part
of his subjects, and in the court itself there was a
party ready to intrigue against him. Moreover the
attempt to dethrone: him could appeal to m:otives of
patriotism and policy. The Assyrian was once more

DD

1'HE liiGHER CRiTiCISM.

threatening the West; he had laid tribute upon
Menahem and Azariah of Judah had· been reduced
to vassalage. If Syria and Palestine were to resist
him successfully, it was necessary that they should
show a united front, and be prepared to follow a
common policy.
In alliance, therefore, with Rezin of Damascus,
Pekah the Israelite fell upon Ahaz. Judah was
invaded, and the invaders found a rival to Ahaz in a
creature of their own, whose father's name; Tab-el,
indicates his Syrian descent.1 The strong walls of
Jerusalem protected Ahaz for awhile; but his country
was overrun by the enemy, his resources were exhausted, and a party hostile to himself was plotting to
dethrone him in the capital itself. In his, extremity
he turned to Assyria for aid ; Tiglath-pileser was
more than ready to listen to an appeal which enabled
him to crush the confederated western powers before
their work of union was completed, and at the same
time placed Judah at his feet with its important
fortress of Jerusalem. ·
There were keen-sighted politicians in Jerusalem,
like Isaiah, who saw that the policy of Ahaz. would
eventually prove fatal to Jewish independence. To the
king and his advisers it seemed that the danger from
Assyria was remote, the danger from their immediate neighbours pressing. Syria and Samaria were
threatening the existence of the Davidic dynasty and
the independence of Judah ; while the armies which
marched out of Nirie\·eh had long tracts of country
to traverse and hostile states to encounter before
they could reach the frontiers of the Jewish kingdom,
I
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Less than a century previously, an Assyrian king had
extorted tribute from the populations of Palestine
and had sacked the city of Damascus ; but there his
forward_ progress was arrested, and many years
elapsed before an Assyrian army was again seen in
the West. What had happened once might, it seemed,
happen again, and the act of homage paid by Ahaz
to the_ Assyrian monarch appeared but a small price
for preservation from the overthrow that was threatening him.
The Jewish king, however, jud;;ed wrongly. Rimmon-nirari had represented a waning po>ver ; Tiglathpileser represented a rising power. In crushing
Damascus and Samaria the king of Assyria opened
the way to Judah. The barriers which had separated
Judah from the Assyrian invacler were broken down ;
after the fall· of Sy1:ia and the northern kingdom
Judah and ,Assyria stood face to face. The voluntary
vassalage of Ahaz became a lever in the hands of
the Assyrian princes for destroying not only the
independence but evei1 the existence of Judah, and
for possessing themselves of the fortress of Jerusalem.
The days were soon to come when Judah was to be
called on to confront a mightier enemy than any it
had ever met with before ; an enemy which the most
powerful states of Western Asia had been unable to
resist, and which in the years to come was destined
to conquer Egypt itself.
Tiglath-pileser JII. was the founder of the second
Assyrian empire. The first Assyrian empire had
perished partly from internal_ decay, partly through
the attacks of its Armenian neighbours. Rimmonnirari had been the last of the c@nquering kings
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of the old ·dynasty. It is true that the Assyrian
armies still continued to march year by year out of
the gates of Nineveh; but it was rather to defend
the existing boundaries of the kingdom than to
achieve fresh conquests. At last a time came when
revolt broke out in Assyria itself. Assur the old
capital of the country rose in rebellion, and its
example was followed by other cities. The Assyrian
king and his troops were needed at home, and apart
from an expedition against some mountain-tribes in
the south-east, no campaigns were made throughout
the reign. of Assur-nirari, -the last king of the old
stock. In B.C. 747 a rival claimant to the throne
started up; in the following yea'r there was "insur..
re.ction in the city of Calah," within . sight of
Nineveh; and in B.C. 745 the first Assyrian empire
came to an end, The last representative of the
anc.ient dynasty died or was slain, affid, Pulu, 0r Pu:!, a
military captain o.£ 0bscure origin, seized the throne
on the tbinteenth; day of the month Iyyar. He
attempted t01 legitimise himself by adopting the
name of Tig.la:th"pikser which had been borne four
centuries be·fore: by one of the most famous of the
molil.archs of the old.er dynasty.
In Assyria he' was henceforth knowll during his
reign of eighteen years. as Tiglath-pileser III. But
the Baby:lonfa.ns refused to acknowledge the title;
When the Assyrian monarch had reduced Babylonia
to obedience, and by "taking the hands of Bef" had
become the legitimate ruler of Babylon, he was
still addr.essed there as PuL
In the Babylonian
dynastic tablets discovered by Mc Pim:hes the two
yea:r.s' reign 0£, Tigla.th-pileser is gLv:en; as thatl of
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"Pulu." 1 So, too, in the list of Babylonian kings
preserved in the Almagest of Ptolemy, the Assyrian
king is called Porns, where the name of Pul has
passed through a Persian channel, in consequence of
which the l has been changed into r.
In the Old Testament the first mention made of
Tiglath-pileser is under his original name of Pul.
." Pul,_the. king of Assyria," we are told, "came against
the land : and Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents
of silver that his hand might be with him to confirm
the kingdom in his hand" (2 Kings xv. 19). The
tribute. offered by Menahem is referred to in the
cuneiform texts. In one of his inscriptions Tiglathpileser mentions the tribute of " Menahem of
Samaria''. (Meniklzimme Samerz'na), which he received along with that of Hiram of Tyre, Rezon of
Damascus, and othei: princes in the eighth year of his
reign.
In the same year Tiglath-pileser had overthrown
the combined forces of Hamath and Judah. Azriyahu or. Azariah " of the land of Judah " had sent
heip to the king of Hamath. The mutilated annals
of Tiglath-pileser give us some details of the war.
The city of Siannu or Sin, and other cities near lhe
Mediterranean "as far as Mou'nt Saue which is in
Mount Lebanon," as well as the mountain of Baalzephon,. the province of the cities of Kar-Hadad and
Hadrach, the province of Nuqudina, the land of
Khazu or H uz, together with many other districts
and cities, were occupied by the Assyrian forces.
Tiglath-pileser goes on to say : "I added to the
1
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territory of Assyria nineteen districts of the city of
Hamath as well as the cities within them, which are
on the coast of the sea of the setting sun, which in
their faithlessness had revolted to Azariah; my
officers as governors I placed over them."
The'e contemporaneous accounts of the western
campaigns of Tiglath-pileser which have been rescued
from the mounds under which they were so long
buried, have at last cleared up the chronology of the
later kings of Samaria. The synchronisms established between them and the kings of Judah by the
compiler of the Books of Kings have been the
despair of chronologists, and various expedients have
been devised for reconciling the conflicting date~
given in the Scriptural record. Interregna )1ave been
interpolated for which no authority can be found in
the Biblical text, and a system of co-regents has been
invented, for which equally little authority c·an be
cited. The cuneiform annals of Tiglath-Pileser have
swept away all these ingenious schemes. The Biblical chronology must be rejected, and the synchronisms
established by the compile1; must be regarded as based
on an erroneous calculation of dates.
The conclusion is important, as it sh.ows us very
distinctly what are the limits within which criticism
of the Biblical writer is justifiable. On the one hand
the inscriptions of Tiglath-pileser prove that he was
scrupulously honest in recording the earlier history of
his people, and that the materials he employed were
thoroughly trustworthy. But on the other hand they
also prove that he was not an accomplished chronologist, and that where he attempted to arrange his
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materials in a chronological system he fell into error.
The synchronisms he endeavoured to establish were
sometimes based on imperfect data; at other tinies
his scheme did not take account of all the facts.
It was, in short, an artificial scheme which, like most
artificial schemes, was no,thing more than what the
student of physical science would call a "useful
w~rking hypothesis." Confronted with the facts
which the contemporaneous monuments of Assyria
have given us the scheme breaks down.
But the "higher critic" cannot claim the credit of
being the first to anticipate this result. The inconsistent character of the Biblical chronology of the
royal houses of Judah and Israel has been known
ever since .chronologists set to work upon it. System
after system has been proposed to reduce it to order
a.i1d harmony; the systems have been unsatisfactory
only because the materials on which they rested
were insufficient to solve the chronological problem.
To-day all is changed. The Assyrian records have
given us fixed points of departure for dating the
reigns of the Jewish and Israelitish kings ; from
Ahab to Hezekiah we can check the chronological
statements of the Books of Kings ,and determine the
value to be attached to them.
Archbishop Usher's chronology is that which
represents most naturally and with the least amount
of distortion,the chronology of the Hebrew Scriptures.
If we compare it with that which has been revealed
to us by the Assyrian inscriptions we shall find an
irreconcilable difference between the two.
The
following table will show at a glance how great is the
discrepancy between them-
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USHER:

Ahab, n.. c. 918-,897.
Jehu, 884-856.
Ben-hadad murcl.ered by Hazael dr. 880.
Azariah of Judah, 810-758.
Menahem pays tribute to Pu!,
cir. 770.
Pekah, 759-739.
Accession of Hoshea, 739.
War with Rezin of Damascus,
74I.
Capture of Damascus, 740.
Ahaz of Judah, 7 42-726.
Capture of Samaria, 72I.
Invasion of Judah by Sennacheril:J, 7I 2 ..

ASSYRIAN MONUMENTS:

Ahab fights at Qarqara, KC.
853.
J ehu pays tribute to Assyria,
84r.
Hadad-ezer murdered by Hazael, 843.
Azariah defeated by TiglathPileser, 737.
Menahem pays tribute, 737.
War with Pekah, 734·
Death of Pekah and accession
of Hoshea, 729.
War with Rezon, 734.
Capture of Damascus, 732.
Submission of J eho-ahaz of
Judah, 734.
Capture of Samaria, 722.
Sennacherib invades Judah,
7or.

The facts are the same, but the chronological
framework in which the facts are set is wholly
different. There can be but one conclusion from
this. The materials at the disposal of the Biblical
compiler were not sufficient to aHow him to adjust
his dates accurately, 'and like other historians he was
forced to supply what was wanting by conjectures of
his own. The result was a scheme of chronology,
which ·could be made to agree with the data he had
before him, but which fuller information has caused
to share the fate of all similar artificial schemes.
The fact is instructive, and is a fresh proof that the
historical records of the Old Testament do not differ
from other historical records whose. claim to confidence has been accepted by the verdict of posterity.
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The facts contained in them a:re trustworthy, and
have been honestly copied from older and in many
{;ases contemporaneous' documents; it is only their
setting and- framework, the order in which they are
arranged and the links of connection by which they
are bound .together that belong to the later compiler.
We can question h.is chronology while admitting to
the fullest the correctness of his facts.
In some instances it is possible to discover the
cause of his chronological errors. It is plafo that the
sixteen years' reign of J otham must have been coeval
with that of his father Azariah. Indeed the fact is
clearly stated in the Books of Kings themselves.
There we are told (2 Kings xv. 5) that Azariah beca~e
a leper, and was accordingly compelled to live in a
separate house,.. while '( Jotham the'-·king's son was
over the palace, judging the people of the land." The
independent reign of J otham can have lasted at the
most only a few months.
The Biblical compiler overlooked this fact, and
accordingly introduced a series of erroneous synchronisms between his reign and that of -Pekah of Israel.
He even .extended the . reign
of J otham to twenty
)
years (2 Kings xv. 30), thcJugh the latter date admits
of a different exp'lariation.
As we have seen, "forty years" in Hebrew idiom
signified an indefinite period of time, more commonly
shorter than longer. When the exact length of the
period was unknown, it was described as "forty
years." The half of forty is twenty, and accordingly
a portion of the unknown period was described as
consisting of "twenty years." Hence the staterr{ent
that Pekah was slain in the twentieth year of Jotham
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means simply that the murder took place when the
reign of Jotham was about half over. Pekah himself
is asserted to have reigned twenty years (2 Kings xv.
27). The Assyrian inscriptions have proved that this
was not the case, and that his reign could not have
really lasted for more than seven or eight years. In
the twenty years of Pekah, therefore, we must again
see the half of the indefinite " forty." The documents
accessible to the Biblical writer did not inform him
how long Pekah had actually reigned ; "forty" years
would have been too long a period for his chronological scheme, and accordingly it was halved.
The murder of Pekah is referred to in one of the
mutilated texts of Tiglath-pileser. Here the Assyrian
king describes the capture of certain cities " on the
outskirts of the land of Beth-Omri" or Samaria, and
as one of them begins with the syllable Gal, while
another was an Abil or Abel, it is tempting to see in
them the names of Gilead and Abcl-Beth-Maachah,
which as we learn from 2 -Kings xv. 29 were among
the places wrested from Pekah by Tiglath-pileser.
Tiglath-pileser then goes on to say that the conquered
districts were ·added to Assyria and placed under
Assyrian governors. - After this he marched to Gaza,
and on his return to the north, the inscription proceeds : "The country of Beth-Omri [I occupied], all
its men [as wdl as their p03sessions] I carried away
to Assyria. Pekah their king [I] slew, and I appointed Hoshea to be king over them."
Though the first syllable of the Assyrian word aduk
"I slew" is destroyed, enough is left of the end of the
word to show that it represented the first person
singular, and consequently the statement of Tiglath-
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pileser can be reconciled with that of the Biblical
writer, who informs us that Pekah was murdered by
Hoshea, only by supposing that Hoshea acted as the
instrument of the Assyrian king. It was ag~inst
Pekah and Rezon that the campaign of Tiglathpileser was directed, and the overthrow and death of
the two allied princes was Jone of the objects for
which it was undertaken. With the death of Pekah
resistance to Assyria on the part of Samaria came to
an end. Hoshea came forward as the vassal and
representative of the king of Assyria, and Samaria
was thus spared the siege and destruction which fell
to the lot of Damascus. It was not until some years
later that Hoshea refused to pay the tribute due to
his suzerain, and the ruling aristocracy of Samaria
were ill-advised enough t~ follow his example. For
a time Samaria and Jerusalem alike had acknowledged the supremacy df Assyria, and submitted to
be tributary to "the great king."
The siege of Damascus lasted two years. It was in
B.C. 734 that Tiglath-pileser had marched into Syria.
Rezon was defeated in a pitched battle, and saved
his life only by flying to Damascus. Here behind
the strong walls of his capital he defied for awhile
the forces of his enemy, while the Syrian captains who
had been captured in the battle were impaled on
stakes round about the town.. After cutting down
the plantations by which Damascus was surrounded,
and leaving a sufficient force to reduce it by famine,
the Assyrian monarch moved westward in order to
punish the Palesti9ian allies of the Syrian king.
Pekah was the first to feel his vengeance, and then
came the turn of the Philistines. That they should
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have joined the enemies of Judah is not wonderful;
between Judah and the Philistine cities there was
perpetual feud, and the weakness of Judah was
always the opportunity 0f the Philistines. We learn
from the Second Book of Chronicles (xxvii"i. 18) that
during the war with Syria the Philistines had invaded
the Jewish kingdom and captured many of its towns .
. It will be noticed that the name of the Syrian king,
which is written Rezin in the Old Testament, is
written Rezon (Razunnu) in the cuneiform texts.
That the latter is the correct fomi. of the name is
clear from the Books of Kings themselves. The
founder of the kingdom of Damascus bore the same
name as its last sovereign. But this name is giv~n
in the Bible'as Rezon, not Rezin (2 Kings ,xi. 23). In
fact the i of Rezin is merely an example ofa weakened
pronunciation of an older zt or o which we meet with
elsewhere in Hebrew words and names. Thus, Hiram
of Tyre is called Huram by the Chronicler, and Toi
of Hamath is written Tou (r Chr. xviii. 9). The
spelling of the name of Rezon, however, in the Books
of Kings is rendered noteworthy by a discovery
recently made in Northern Syria, to which attention
has al.ready b:oen directed. At a place called Sinjerli,
to the north-east of Antioch, German explorers have
found the remains of ancient palaces, as well as
monuments which bear iascriptions in tll.e letters
of the Aramaic alphabet. Two of them record the
name of Panamrpu king of Sama'la, who, as we know
from the Assyrian texts, was a contemporary of
Tiglath-pileser III., and mention is more than once
made of "Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria." The
names, both of the king and of the country over which
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he ruled, are written in precisely the same way as
they are in the Books of Kings. The name of
Assyria has the vowel it expressed in the second
syllable, contrary to the usual custom of early
Semitic writing, in which only the consonants are
written, while the first sy liable of the name of Tiglathpileser ends with the fetter g, just as it does in the Old
Testament. What makes this remarkable is the fact
that such a. spelling testifies to a mispronunciation of
the name, In Assyrian the name is Tukl}lti~Pal-esar,
where the gutturul is k and not g. 1
An inferen.ce of some moment can be drawn from
the agreement between the representation of the
name at ~injerli and in the pages of the Old Testament. The misspelling of the name of the. king and
the notation of the vowel in the name of Assyria
could not have originated independently in Northern
Syria an<f in Judah. We know the age to which the
monuments of Sinjerli belong; two of them at least
were erected by Bar-Rekeb the son of PananilmU, and.
consequently a contemporary of Tiglath-pileser, whose
"servant" he calls himself. Here then we have a
proof tha~ ev~n the peculiarities of speHing in the
historkal annals ©f the Books of Kings go back to
the. period of the events rec.ord:ed in them. The
document or documents from· which the account of
Tiglath-pjlest;:ri is derived must have been cmeval with
the. Assyrian king. But this is not all. We have a
proof that the spelling of these documents was; followed even. where it was inaccurate;
Nothing can put in a more vivid light the trust,.
worthy; character of the Books of Kings. If the
1
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Biblical compiler reproduced faithfully the mere
spelling of the documents of which he made use, we
may conclude that he reproduced their contents with
equal fidelity.
Moreover, oriental arch~ology has
shown us that in one instance at all events this
spelling goes back to the age of the events described
in the narrative to which it belongs, and that this
age is anterior to the Babylonian Captivity by more
than a century. The fact raises the presumption that
in other instances, where as yet we cannot check the
verbal accuracy of the Biblical writer, he is equally
trustworthy, and that in reading the records he has
preserved for us we may feel confident that we have
before us the actual words of a contemporaneous
authority.
But it is time to return to the story of the Assyrian
invasions and the gradual consolidation of Assyrian
power on the shores of the Mediterraneaq. More
than once it has been necessary to refer to the'reign
of Ahaz over Judah, and to the league of Syria and
Ephraim against him which led to the intervention
of Tiglath-pileser, to the overthrow of Damascus and
Samaria and the subjection of Jerusalem to the
Assyrian king. In the cuneiform records Ahaz is
called J ehoahaz. This doubtless was his full name,
and it has been conjectured that his tendency to
idolatry and his desertion of the national religion of
Israel caused the Jewish historians to drop that part
of his name which implied a worship of the national
God. However that may be, it remains that the
Jehoahaz of the Assyrian inscriptions is the Ahaz of
the Old Testament. The act of vassalage performed
by. Ahaz when he went to "meet" his Assyrian
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suzerain after the capture of Damascus is mentioned
in the annals of Tiglath-pileser. From these we learn
that the Assyrian king held an asse.mbly of all the
Western princes who paid him tribute. "J ehoahaz
the Jew" is named along with:the kings of Komagene, ·
of Melitene, of Tuba! anc;I of Hamath, with Panammu
of Samahla, Mattin-baar of Arvad, Sanib of Ammon,
Solomon of Moab, Kaus-melech of Edom and the
rulers of Ashkelon and Gaza. It will be noticed that
the king of Ammon bears the same name as the king
of Admah in the time of Abraham (Gen. xiv. z).
Tiglath-pileser, as vve have seen, made himself
master of Babylonia, and by performing a ceremony
at Babylon which consisted in "taking the hands " of
the image of Bel (and thus becoming the adopted
son of the chief Babylonian god, caused himself to
be acknowledged as the rightful sovereign. He survived the ceremony only two years. In December
B.C. 728 he died, and the crown was seized by another
usurper, Ulula, who assumed the name of Shalmaneser IV. It is this Shalmaneser whose name occurs
in the second Book of Kings.
Immediately after his accession Shalmaneser
marched to the .\i\Test. The city of Sibraim between
Damascus and Ha~ath (Ezek. xlvii. 16) was the
first to fall before his arms. His attention was next
called to Sam:i.ria.
Encouraged by the death of
Tiglath-pileser, Hoshea had renounced his allegiance
to Assyria, and was intriguing with "So" king of
Egypt. At first, it would seem, the presence of
Shalmaneser in the West t~rrified Hoshea into submission. But it was not for long. "The king of
Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea ... therefore

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

the king of Assyria shut him up and bound him in
prison" (2 Kings xvii. 4).
But it would seem that Hoshea had been supported
in his "conspiracy" by the leading inhabitants of
Samaria. The imprisonment of the king therefore
made but little difference to the policy of the dty.
Samaria still refused its tribute to Assyria and was
accordingly besieged. The siege went on for three
years.
It was in B.C. 722 that Samaria was taken. But
its conqueror was not Shalmaneser. Shalrnaneser
had died in December B.C. 723 after a short reign of
five years, and another soldier of fortune had usurped
the throne. This :vas Sargon, called Sargon II. to'
distinguish him from the famous monarc~1 and hero
who had reigned in Babylonia more than 3000 years
before.
When we consider that the two, usurpers who had
preceded Sar:gon had adopted the names of older
Assyrian kings in orde11 to legitimise their title to
the throne, while the name of Sargon had been borne
by one of the most illustrious of early Babylonian
monarchs) and (so far as we know) by rio subsequent
king·, it becomes probable that Sargon also was an
assumed title, and that the successor of Shalmaneser
IV. had originally been cailed by another name., The
probability is strengthened by the meaning of the
title. Sometimes it is written Sarra-yukin "(the
god) has appointed the king"; at other times Sarrukinu "the legitimate king." In assuming it, therefore,
Sargon would have emphasised the fact that he had
no competitor who, could dispute the crown wiith him\
and that he, was, rightful lord not of Assyria only but
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of Babylonia as well. Moreover the fact that Sargon
had been the name of a Babylonian prince would
have caused the Babylonians to forget the original
name of the usurper, if he had had any, whereas
Tiglath-pileser and Shalmaneser, having been Assyrian
monarchs, were distastef~l to the people of Chaldcea,
and.the kings who borrowed their names were accord~
ingly known at Babylon by the names they had
originally borne.
The earlier rtame of Sargon, however, is not met
with in any cuneiform text. But it is possible that
it has been preserved in the prophecies of Hosea.
Jareb there appears as the title of the reigning king
of Assyria, and as the passages in which it appears
seem to relate to 1the last struggles of Samaria, it
may be that in Jareb we have to see the birth~name
of Sargon of Assyria.1
It was at the very "beginning" of Sargon's reign
that Samaria fell. In one of the inscriptions found
in the palace which he built near Nineveh Sargon
declares': "The city of Samaria I besieged, I took;
27,280 of its inhabitants ·I carried away; 50 chariots
that were among them I collected, and the rest (of
the people) I caused to keep their possessions; my
governor I appointed over them, and the tribute of
the former king I laid upon them." Another inscription adds that in place of that part of the population
which had been carried away, Sargon "caused the
men of the countries" he had "conquered to inhabit"
1 See Hos. v. 13, x. 6.
In the latter passage it is stated that
"the calves "of Beth-el shall be carried captive to Assyria along
with the other spoil of Samaria, whose King Hoshea has already
been "cut ·off."
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the land, and imposed upon them the same taxes as
those which were paid by the Assyrians themselves.
Samaria thus became a province of Assyria, and was
treated accordingly.
The "former king·" referred to in the inscription is
.of course Hoshea. We learn from the Old Testament
that he had sent ambassadors to "So king of Egypt,"
and trusting to Egyptian help had refused to pay
any longer the tribute which was due to Assyria.
So, or Seve, as the name would be more correctly
vocalised, seems to be mentioned in a text of Sargon
which follows immediately after the account of the
capture of Samaria. Sargon here says : " Hanon
king of Gaza, along with Sab'e the commander-inchief of Egypt, came against me at Raphia to make
combat and battle: I utterly overthrew them. Sab'e
feared the sound of my weapons, and he fled away
and his place wa~ not seen : Hanon king of Gaza I
took with my hand: I received the tribute of Pharaoh
(Pi.Yu) king of Egypt, Samse queen of the Arabs, and
Ithamar of the Sabceans, gold the product 'of the
mountains, horses and camels." .
In this passage Sab'e, the general of the Egyptian
forces, is carefully distinguished from the Pharaoh
who was " king of Egypt." As a matter of fact the
Pharaoh of Egypt at this time was either Shabaka,
the founder of the Ethiopian dynasty, or his predecessor, Bokkhoris, the Bok-n-ren-f of the native monuments.. On the other hand it is obvious that the
Biblical Seve or So and the Assyrian Sab'e must be
one and .the same. In calling Seve " king of Egypt,"
· therefore, the Biblical writer has made a mistake ; he
was the commander of the Egyptian army, and at
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mos,t one of the local kinglets who abounded at the
time in the Delta. But as commande~·-in-chief of the
army he doubtless possessed more authority than the
Pharaoh himself, and it may well have been with him
rather than with his nominal master that the negotia,tions of Hosea were ca,rried on.
In any case .we: ha:ve· here one of those smaller
inaccurades from which no historian can hope altogether to escape. Where the materials before him
are scanty or imp~rfect it is inevitable that he should
at times draw false conclusions, which fuller evidence
may subsequently correct. The existence of such
inaccur.acies in the Biblical narrative is the best proof
we can have of its conformity with other historical
writings. It is to be judged like them; an impossible
standard ·of mathematical accuracy is not to be
demanded for it. ·The substantial truth of the story
has been abundantly vindicated : the errors due to
the defectiveness of his materials show only the
honesty of the compiler and set the general trustworthiness of his history in a clearer light.
Perhaps one of the best examples of the carefulness
with which his materials have been treated is to be
fou°:d in the account of the capture of Samaria.
" Shalmaneser, king of Assyria," we are told, came
up against Hoshea, who thereupon became his vassal.
At a later date Hoshea revolted from "the king of
Assyria," and was in consequence shut up in prison.
"Then the king of Assyria" marched against Samaria
"and' besieged it three years. In the ninth year of
Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria and carried
Israel away into Assyria." No one who had only
the Biblical narrative before him could avoid believing
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that the "king of Assyria" of the ·last sentence was
the "king of Assyria" of the earlier part of the story,
and as the latter was Shalmaneser it was universally
assumed that Shalmaneser must have not only begun
the siege of Samaria but have finished it as well.
We now know, however, that this was not the case. _
Shalmaneser died before the conquest of Samaria
was completed, and the capture of the Israelitish
capital was the first achievement of the reign of his
successor Sargon.
It is plain that the documents used by the compiler
of the Books of Kings did not mention the name of
the conqueror of Samaria. He was called in them
simply "the king of Assyria," and the compiler m~y
accordingly well have supposed that thi~ "king of
Assyria" was Shalmaneser. At all events, if he did
not §Up pose it himself, his readers for. more than two
thousand years have done so. No blame, however,
can attach to him for having occasioned the erroneous
inference. On the contrary the fact redounds to his
credit. It shows how scrupulous he was to r~produce
his authorities just as he found them. They spoke
only of" the king of Assyria" without specifying his
name: the compiler has done the same. It may be
questioned whether many modern historians would
have been equally reticent and exact. The te1nptation
to conclude that "the king of Assyria" who finished
the siege of Samaria was identical with the one who
commenced it would have been too strong for most
of them, and we should have been told that "Shalmaneser took Samaria and carried Israel away."
It was not all Israel, however, that was carried into
captivity. The comparatively small number of those
I

•
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who( were transported by Sargon shows. that only the
upper and military classes who were held responsible
for the rebellion were visited 'with punishment. The
great bu'lk of the people were left in quiet possession
of th~ir country and property. The northern kingdom
of Israel was transformed into an Assyrian satrapy,
and it was necessary that such of the old inhabitants
as were agriculturists or artisans should remain there.
The treatment of Samaria, in fact, resembled the
treatment of Jerusalem by N ebuchadrezzar after the
rebellion of Jehoiakim and Jehoiachin. It was only
"the mighty of the land" and those" that were strong
and apt for war" who were carried into captivity.
The fate that befell the northern kingdom was very
different 'from _that which befell Judah a few years
later, when Sennachei-ib catTied away no less than
200,150 of its inhabitants," small and great." The
Ten Tribes never underwent a captivity such as that
which was the lot of the Jews.
Some of the captive Israelites were settled in
Mesopotamia on the banks of the Khabour, "the
river of Gozan," called Guzana in the Assyrian
inscriptions. It was here, in the neighbourhood of
Rezeph, that a cuneiform tablet places Khalakhkhu or
Halah. Others were transported to the cities of the
Medes. Their places were supplied, as we have seen,
by exiles from other countri~s which were subsequently overrun by Sargon. Babylon, Cuthah; and
Sepharvaim, a~ well as Hamath;sent their contingents.
Ifamath was annexed to the Assyrian empire two
years after the capture of Samaria ; Media was
invaded in B.C. 713, and it was not until B.C. 709 that
, Sargon's conquest of Babylonia was complete. Con-
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sequently it must have been after that event that the
last of the colonists planted by Sargon in. the northern
kingdom of Israel were established in their new
homes.
,
Other colonists were added to them in later days.
Some of them were introduced by Esar-haddon
(Ez. iv. 2), others by "Asnapper" or Assur-bani-pal
after his conquest of 'Elam (Ez. iv. 9, ro). These,
however, were settled not in Samaria only, but in the
other cities of the northern kingdom as well. The
compiler of the Books of Kings seems to have included
all three colonisations in his narrative, since he describes the new settlers as dwelling in "the cities" of
Samaria, and as adding to the worship of their own
deities that of the God of Israel, a cult which, according to the Book of Ezra (iv. 2), was not practised
before the time of Esar-haddon. In this case we
shall have an example of what we may call a
shortening of the historical perspective similar to
that which will meet us again in the account of
Sennacherib's death.
With the pverthrow of Israelitish independence the
way to Jerusalem was made clear for Assyria. The
possession of the Jewish capital was strategically
important. It was a strong fortress, fortified at once
by nature and by art. As long as it remained
independent the A!'\syrian frontier in Asia was
exposed ·to attack from Egypt, while the coveted
conquest of Egypt itself was a difficult and dangerous
undertaking. It· is true that the Assyrian atmies
could ~arch along the coast-road which led past the
Philistine cities and "the way of the Philistines," but
while Jerusalem remained in hostile. hands there was
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danger in crossing the desert that lay between Raphia
and .the Delta. A disaster to the Assyrian arms
would under such circumstances be irretrievable; the
Jewish allies of Egypt could attack the Assyrian
invader in the rear and cut off his retreat to his own
provinces'. The fall of,S,~maria thus pointed naturally
to the fall of Jerusalem ; the one was the prelude to
the other. Hezekiah had witnessed the destruction
of his neighbours, and must have felt that his own
turn could not be long delayed.
Accordingly he looked about him for allies who
were menaced by the same peril as himself. A
league was formed among the states of Palestine
to resist· the Assyrian. The Philistine cities were
occupied by Jewish garrisons, and Moab and Edom
joiried the confederacy. The "Pharaoh" of Egypt
promised help, and an embassy came to Hezekiah
even from Babylon.
The Biblical history of Hezekiah's reign has come
to us in detached fragments. We have two versions.
of it, one in the Books of Kings, the other in the Book
of-Isaiah, but the two versions differ but little from
each other. .A comparison of them makes it pretty
plain that they have both been taken from a common
source, though the narrative in the Books of Kings
is the r?ore consecutive and well-arranged of the
two.
The Chronicler informs us that "the acts of Hezekiah " were " written in the vision of Isaiah the
prophet." This vision, then, would have been a
. biography of the king, and we may conclude that
the fragmentary history of his reign which we now
possess was extracted from it. The most striking
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fact connected with this fragmentary history, however, has been revealed to us by the Assyrian monuments. The fragments are not arranged in chronological order; the embassy of Merodach'-baladan took
place ten years before the campaign of Sennacherib
in Judah. The latter event happened, not in the
fourteenth year of Hezekiah's reign, but in his twentyfourth year; the visit of the Babylonian ambassadors·
and the sickness of Hezekiah were ten years earlier
than the great Assyrian invasion.
But this is not all. In the account of Sennacherib's
campaign there are references which apply only to
Sargon, the father and predecessor of Sennacherib.
It was Sargon, and not Sennacherib, who conquer~d
Ham<tth, Arpad, and Sepharvaim, and ~nto whose
hand Samaria had been delivered (2 Kings xviii. 34).
The name of Sargon occurs once only in the Old
Testament. I 11 Isaiah xx. I, it is said that "Sargon
the king of Assyria" sent his tartan or" comrpanderin-chief '' against Ashdod, and that the city was taken
by the Assyrian general. The statement is in full
accordance with what we learn from the annals. of
Sargon himself. Akhimit, whom Sargon had appointed king of Ashdod, had been dethroned and
the crown given to a usurper, who seems to have been
a nominee of Hezekiah.I As the usurper is called
Ya van or "the Greek," it would appear that Greeks
were already settled in this part of Palestine, and
1 The words of Sargon are, "Hittites who plotted rebellion
repudiated the sovereignty of Akhimit, and exalted over them a
Greekwho had no right to the throne, and, like them, haci no
reverence for my sovereignty." Does this imply that a part of
the population in Southern Palestine was still known by the
name of Hittites ?
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that Hezekiah had found in - them allies against
the Philistines. He was now exercising a sort of
suzerainty over the Philistine cities, and Ashdod,
under its Greek prince, was induced to head them in
thE! revolt against Assyria., Judah, Edom, Moab, and
Egypt were the othe'f ,members of the league.
All this took place in the year 711 B.C. The
Babylonian embassy from Merodach-baladan had
already been received by Hezekiah, and it had
doubtless a good deal to do with the outbreak of
the revolt.
Merodach-baladan, "the son of Vagina," as he is
called in the inscriptions, was a Kaldu or Chaldcean
from the marshes of Southern _Babylonia. He had
t.aken advantage of the death. of the Assyrian king,
, Shalmanese'r IV., in B.C. 722 to enter Babylon and
seize the throne. For twelve years he governed the
country. Sargon was employed elsewhere, and his
wars in the north and wect left him no leisure for
restoring Babylonia to Assyria. Gradually, however,
the enemies who had threatened the frontiers of the
empire were overthrown and subdued, and a time
came when Sargon W<J.S free to turn his eyes towards
the south. Year by year he had grown more powerful, and the Assyrian army had become irresistible in
attack. It was clear that it could not be long before
a fresh Assyrian invasion of Babylonia would be
attempted, and even \\'ith the help. of his Elamite
friends, Merodach-babdan could not hope to resist it
successfully.
His sole chance was to divide the
forces of the foe by exciting trouble in the west.
. The illness of Hezekiah was the pretext for the
Babylonian embassy ; bwt it was a pretext which
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deceived no one. It did not deceive Hezekiah, who
in the pride of his heart showed all his treasures and
military resources to the envoys, and thus tried to
impress upon them that his alliance was well worth
seeking. It did not deceive Sargon, who at once
determined on his plan of action. Before either
Babylonia in the east or Palestine in the west was
ready, he had flung his army on the western conspirators. Ashdod, which had already committed an
overt act of treason, was besieged, and its Greek
ruler fled to the "desert-land" of Melukhkha, between
Palestine and Egypt. There he was betrayed by
the Arab king, who sent him iti fetters to his
Assyrian enemy.
Meanwhile Ashdod and Gath were captured, their
leading men carried into exile, and new colonists
from "the East" introduced in their place, an
Assyrian governor being placed over them. The
Assyrian forces then overran the neighbouring
country, and Judah, Edom, and Moab were. compelled to submit long before Egyptian succour could
be sent to them. Sargon entitles himself" the conqueror of the widespread land of Judah," and certain
chapters in the Book of Isaiah (x. and. xxii.) seem
to. imply that ] erusalem was taken after a short siege.
At all events the language of the chapters (x. 9, I r,
32, xxii. 3, 5, 7, 14) does not agree with the history
of Sennacherib's campaign, when no "bank" was cast
against Jerusalem, or "arrow" shot there (2 Kings
xix. 32), while the mention of the fourteenth year of
Hezekiah in connection with the Assyrian campaign
(2 Kings xviii. I 3), and the references on the part of
the Assyrian invader to his conquest of Hamath and
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Samaria (2 Kings xviii. 34), point explicitly to an
invasion by Sargon. In this case the Jewish historian
will ha\\e fused in one two separate Assyrian invasions of Judah, one in B.C. 71 I, when the" tartan" of
Sargon entered Jerusalem and forced Hezekiah to
.become his tributary,' -';;i:nd another ten years later,
when the armies , of Sennacherib were compelled
ignominiously to retreat from the soil of P~lestine.
The historical perspective will have been shortened
in the way already noticed, and to the eye of one
who wrote more than a century later, the two invasions, so similar in their beginning, so dissimilar in
their final result, will have blended into a single
picture .
. Sargon, howe'{er, has left us no description of his
conquest of Judah. He did ' not take part in it
himself. The Book of Isaiah tells us that the campaign against Ashdod was conducted by the commander-in-chief of the Assyrian monarch, and in
strict accordance ·with this· the Assyrian annals
describe the king as spending the whole year "at
home." Moreover, his attention was centred on a
more important war and a more difficult conquest
than that of Judah or Ashdod. The revolt in the
west had been crushed before it had time to be
dangerous ; it was no~ the turn of Merodach-baladan
in Babylonia to feel the. heavy arm of the Assyrian
monarch. It was in vain that help came to the
Chaldcean prince from Elam and from the nomad
tribes on the eastern frontiers of Babylonia ; Merodach-baladan fled from Babylon, and after a decisive
battle, in' which he was utterly defeated and his camp
taken, took refuge within the walls of his ancestral
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city of Dur-Yakin. The city stood among the
marshes at the mouth of the Euphrates, and its
fortifications had been recently repaired and extended;
it was, however, unable to resist the Assyrian assault,
and after a short while fell into the hands of Sargon,
along with Merodach-baladan and his family. It was
burned with fire and its walls razed to the ground.
Meanwhile the Assyrian prince had returned to
Babylon, and had there been solemnly enthroned as
the adopted son of Bel and the successor of the
ancient Babylonian kings.
The capture of Dur-Yakin did not take place till
B.C. 706, four years after the commencement qf the
war with Merodach-baladan. In the following year
Sargon was murdered, and on the twelfth ,day of the
month Ab or July, his son Sennacherib ascended the
throne. The death of the old king of Assyria was
the signal for fresh revolts in Babylonia and Palestine. Hezekiah" rebelled against the king of Assyria,
and served him not."
'
The first task Sennacherib had to undertake was
the reconquest of Babylonia; and the pacification of
its easte.rn frontier. This required two campaigns.
His third campaign was directed against the west.
The following is the description which he gives of
it';
"In my third campaign I marched against the land
of the Hittites.1 The fear of the glory of my sove1 From the ninth century B.c., when the Assyrian kings began
to make their way into the district of the Lebanon, the name of ,
"Hittite" came to be more and more applied to all the populations of the west. True Hittite kingdo'ms had ceased to exist
in this part of the world after the fall of Carchemish in ;B.C. 717 ·
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reignty overwhelmed Elula:us (LulZ) king of Sidon,
and he fled. from the city of Tyre to the land of
Yanana 1 in the middle of the sea. I subdued his country. The power 'of the weapons of Assur my lord
overwhelmed the cities of .Great Sidon,2 Little Sidon,
Bit-Zitti, Sarepta, Makhalliba, Usu, 3 Ekdippa, (and)
Accho (Acre), his fortified cities, the fortresses, the
pasture and irrigated lands, (and) his stronghold, and
they submitted unto me. Ethbaal (Tubahlu) I set
on the royal throne over them, and I laid upon hih1
annual tribute and gifts to my sovereignty, never to
be discontinued. As for Menahem of Samsi-murun,
Ethbaal of Sidon, Abdilihti of Arvad, U ru-melech of
Gebal, Mitinti of Ashdod, Pudu-il of Beth-Ammon,
Chemosh~nadab offy,Ioab (and) A-ram1nu ofEdom, the
kings of the Amorite land; all ·of them, they brought
to my presence in sight of the city of Usu numerous
offerings and abundant tribute, and kissed my feet.
And Tsidqa 4 king of Ashkelon, who had not submitted to my yoke, the gods of the house of his
father, himself, his wife, his sons and daughters (and)
his brothers, the seed of his father's house, I carried
but as it had been the Hittites who for several centuries had
represented to the Assyrians the furthest western population
with whom they were acquainted, the name of" Hittite" had
been extended to the Semit.es of Syria and Palestine when the
Assyrians came into contact with them in the time of Shalmaneser II., and continued to be so used down to the closing days
of the Assyrian monarchy.
1 Cyprus, the land of the "Ionians."
2 See Josh. xi. 8, xix. 28.
3 The Hosah of J 6sh. xix. 29.
4 Probably a contracted form of Zadkiel, or possibly of
Ze'dekiah.
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away and brought to Assyria. Sarru-ludari, the son
of Rukibti, their former king, I appointed over the
people of Ashkelon, and I imposed upon him the
payment of tribute and homage· to iny sovereignty,
and he became my vassal. In the course of my
campaign I besieged and captured the cities of BethDagon, Joppa, Bene-berak and Azur, the cities of
Tsidqa, which did not submit at once to my yoke ;
I carried away their spoil. The priests, the chief
men and the common people of Ekron, who had
thrown into chains of iron their king Pad!, because
he was faithful to his oaths to Assyria, and had given
him up to Hezekiah the Jew, who imprisoned him
like an enemy in a dark dungeon, feared in their
hearts. The king 1 of Egypt, the bowmen, the
chariots (and) the horses of the king of Melukhkha 2
had gathered together innumerable forces and gone
to their assistance. In sight of the town of Eltekeh
before m~ was their order of battle drawn· u_p; they
demanded their weapons. In reliance upon Assur
my lord I fought with them and overthreo/ thenh
My hands took the captains of the chariots and the
sons of the king 3 of Egypt, as well as the captains of
the chariots of the king of Melukhkha, alive in the
midst of the battle. The towns of Eltekeh and Timnath I besieged (and) captured; I carried away their
spoii. I marched against the city of Ekron and put
to death the priests (and) chief men who had committed the sin (of rebellion), and I hung up their
bodies on stakes all round the city. The citizens
1

Another copy of the text reads "kings."
The "salt "-desert between Gaza and El-Arish.
a Another copy has " kings."

2
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who had done wrong and wickedness I counted as a
spoil ; as for the rest of them who had committed no
sin or crime, ·in whom no fault was found, I declared
an amnesty for them. I caused Padi their king to be
brought out from the midst of Jerusalem, and I seated
(him) on the . throne ·af
,sovereignty over them, and I
__ ' laid upon him the tribute due to my lordship. But
as for Hezekiah of Judah, who had not submitted to
my yoke, forty-six of his strong cities together with
innumerable fortresses and small towns which .depended on them, by overthrowing the walls and open
attack, by battle, engit1es, and battering-rams, I
besieged (and) captured. I brought out of the midst
of them and counted for a spoil 200, I 50 persons
great and small, male and female5 horses, mules,
asses, camels, oxen and sheep without number.
(Hezekiah) himself I shut up like a bird in a cage
in Jerusalem his royal city. I built a line of forts
against him, and kept back his heel from going forth
out of the great gate of the city. I cut off his cities
which I had despoiled from the midst of his land, and
gave them to Metinti king of Ashdod, Padi king of
Ekron, and Tsil-baal king of Gaza, and I made his
country small. In addition to their former tribute
and yearly gifts I added the tribute due to my
sovereignty, and I laid (it) upon them. The terror of
the glory of my sovereignty .,overwhelmed him, even
Hezekiah, and he sent after me, to Nineveh, the city
- of my sovereignty, the Arabs and 1 his body-guard
whom he had brought for the defence of Jerusalem
his royal city, and had furnished with pay, along with
30 talents of gold, Soo talents of silver, a treasure of
'

_1
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The conjunction is omitted in one copy of the text.
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carbuncles and other precious stones, a couch of
ivory, a throne of ivory, a chain of ivory, an elephant's
hide, an elephant's tusk, rare woods of every sort, a
vast treasure, as well as his daughters, the eunuchs of
his palace, the princes and the princesses, and he sent
his ambassador to offer gifts and perform homage."
It is instructive to compare this account of the
campaign which is given by "the great king" of
Assyria himself, and vvas written only ten years after
the events recorded in it, with the account given in the
Old Testament. The two accounts supplement and
complete one another. The'J ewish narrative naturally
dwells on the latter portion of the invasion, when
Jerusalem was saved at the last moment, as if by
miracle, from the arms of the all-powerful foe. Tl~e
Assyrian record dwells just as naturally on' the earlier
history of the campaign, and the period when the
whole of Judah outside the walls of the capital was
swept with fire and sword.
But a difference rriay nevertheless be observed
between the two nat1ratives. The Biblical writer does
not disguise the fact that Hezekiah submitted himself
to Sennacherib, saying: " I have offended ; return
from me : that which thou puttest on me I will bear."
We are told of the tribute which he sent to the
Assyrian monarch in the vain hope of buying off
his resentment, and· how the treasures which had been
shown to the ambassadors of Merodach-baladan
found their wa)' to the palaces of Assyria. It was
only when Sennacherib proved obdurate in his determination of transforming Jerusalem into an Assyrian
fortress that Hezekiah formed the desperate resolution
of <;lefending himself to the last. It was only when
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his subjects had learned that the invader was bent on
exiling them from their land that they determined to
die round the person of their king.
It is true that the capture of Lachish is not stated
in express terms. But it is implied in the statement
that Sennacherib had departed from Lachish in order
to !' war against P Libnah, another of the fortified
towns of Southern Judah, Moreover there is a reference
to the march of H Tirhakq.h king of Ethiopia" to the
assistance of his Jewish ally, even though nothing is
said of the battle at Eltekeh,
Senncicherib's description of his campaign presents
a great contrast, We hear of nothing except conquest,
spoil and success. The cities of the Philistines ar~
not only wrested from Hezekiah, but he is compelled
to reinstate on the throne of Ekron the Assyrian
vassal whom he had kept as q. hostage in J erusq.lem,
The Egyptian army is defeated and driven bci.ck to
Egypt, the Jewish towns are besieged and _taken, and
Sennacherib returns to Nineveh laden with booty.
Even the Arab mercenci.ries and bodyguard of
Hezekiah are among the captives whom he carries
away.
Nevertheless the narrative of Sennacherib itself
contains an indication that the conclusion of the
campaign was not so successful as the author of it
would have us believe, and that the Assyrian king
was forced to return home without having accomplished
the main object of his invasion of Judah. Though
Hezekiah was shut up in Jerusalem like a bird ,in a
cage, and a line of forts built against him, he was
nevertheless allowed to remain there unmolested.
Sennacherib admits by his silence that he never
0

FF

434

THE HIGHER CiUTlCISM.

penetrated. within the walls of Jerusalem. He was
compelled to retreat for reasons about which he says
nothing, without having possessed himself of the
Jewish capital and imprisoned or slain his contumacious vassal. Hezekiah was preserved from the fate
which had overtaken Rezon and Hoshea; for the
cause of his preservation we have to look elsewhere
than in the Assyrian texts.
The number of silver talents paid by Hezekiah
differs in the Assyrian and Biblical accounts. Sennacherib claims to have received eight hundred talent~
of silver; according to the Old Testament it was three
hundred talents only. Brandis, however, has endeavoured to show that the difference really originates
in a difference of computation, eight hundred " light"
Assyrian talents being equivalent to three hundred
"heavy" Palestinian ones. Be this as it may, we may
feel pretty sure that the Assyrian king would wish to
make the sum he received seem as large as possible,
while we may suspect that a Jewish scribe would be
equally inclined to minimise it.
There is another statement in the Assyrian account
which at first sight appears to conflict with the
Biblical history. " Tirhakah king of Ethiopia" is
described as " the king of Egypt:" But we have
learned from the Egyptian monuments that .Egypt
was at the time under Ethiopian domination. Tirh~kah was an Ethiopian by birJh ; it was conquest
which had made him king of Egypt. The Old
Testament is consequently more exactly accurate in
calling him " king of Ethiopia" than the Assyrian
inscription. His army was Egyptian ; but the Pharaoh
himself was Ethiopian.
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We .cannot refuse to believe the assertion Qf
Sennacherib that he defeated the Egyptian forces.
Had it been otherwise, the Egyptian princes would
not have retreated from the frontier of Palestine and
left Hezekiah to his fate. It is true that on a statue
in the Gizeh Museum Tirhakah claims to have conquered the Shasu, or Bedawin, the Hittites, the Phcenicians of Arvad, the Assyrians and the people of AramN aharaim.1 But such a legend is merely a copy of
the inscriptions engraved by the great conquerors of
the Eighteenth and Nineteenth dynasties, and proves
at most nothing more than that Tirhakah had gained
some successes over an Asiatic enemy. The fact
that Sennacherib did not follow up his victory at
Eltekeh shows that he too had suffered in the conflict,
and wm1ld have furnished the Egyptian scribes.with
a sufficient pretext for describing Tirhakah as a
successor of a Thothmes or a Ramses.
The Greek writer, Herodotos, bas left us evidence
that Egyptian vanity not only did not allow the
retreat of Sennacherib to be forgotten, but assigned to
it an exaggerated imFortance. The dragoman, or
cicerone, who showed him such portions of the temple
of Ptah at Memphis as an "uncircumcised " foreigner
was permitted to see, attached a story to a statue
there which connecte.d it with an imaginary defeat of
Sennacherib. The statue· was that of a deity, and as
the god bore in his hand the figure of a " mouse," or
rather iclineumon, it is probable that it represented
the god Honis. But ,,it was transformed by the ignorance of the ·guides into the figure of a priest-king
I De Rouge
in the "Melanges d'Archeologie egyptienne et
.
".1. p. 13.
assynenne,
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to whom the name of Sethos or Seti was given. The
following is the version handed down by Herodotos
of this early example of a dragoman's folk-lore. 1
" The next king, I was told, was a priest of
Hephcestos, called Sethos. This monarch despised
and neglected the warrior-class of the Egyptians,
as though he did not need their services. Among
other indignities which he offered them, he took from
them the lands which they had possessed under all the
previous kings, consisting of twelve acres of choice land·
for each warrior. Afterwards, therefore, when Sennacherib king of the Arabians and Assyrians marched
his vast army into Egypt, the warriors one and
all refused to come to his aid. On this the monarch,
greatly distressed, entered into the innei· sanctuary,
and before the image of the god bewailed the fate
which impended over him. As he wept he fell asleep,
and dreamed that the god came and stood at his side,
bidding him be of good cheer, and go boldly forth to
meet the Arabian host, which would do him no hurt,
as he himself would send those who should hl'!lp him.
Sethos then, relying on the dream, collected such of the
Egyptians as were willing to follow him, who were none
of them warriors, but traders; artisans, and marketpeople; and with these marched to Pelusium, which
commands the entrance into Egypt, and there pitched
his camp. As the two armies lay here opposite to
one another, there came in the night a multitude of
field-mice, which devoured all the quivers and bowstrings of the enemy, and ate theJhongs by which they
managed their shields. Next morning they commenced their flight and great multitudes fell, as they
1

Herodotos, .ii.

141

(Rawlinson's translation).
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had no arms with which to defend themselves. There
stands to this day in the temple of Hepha::stos a stone
statue of.Sethos, with a mouse in his hand, and an
inscription to this effect: ' Look on me and learn to
reverence the gods.'"
It is hardly needful to point out the fabulous
character of this story. The meaning assigned to
the inscription on the statue proves that it was in
large n:ieasure an invention of Greek or Karian guides
who did not understand the hieroglyphic writing.
But there are also indications that the substance of
it was derived from native Egyptian folk-lore. Thus
the assertion that Sennacherib was king of the
Arabians, and that his army consisted of Arabians,
implies an Egyptian source, the Sh.asu or Arabians
being bett~r known to the Egyptian people than the
otl~er inhabitants of Asia on account of their proximity
t9 Egypt. It is somewhat curious that whereas in
the ·Assyrian account the Arabians form the bodyguard of Hezekiah, while the king of Malukhkha, or
the "salt-desert" between Egypt and Palestine, is the
· ally of the Egyptian Pharaoh, in the Egyptian story
the Assyrian enemy'is transformed into a king of the
Arabs. How little truth, however, there can be in
the Egyptian legend may be judged from its statement that Sennacherib made his way as far as
Pelusium. As a mattet of fact he never crossed the
Egyptian border. Equally apocryphal is the existence
of a priest-king SethOs. No priest of Ptah (the
Heph~stos of Hetodotos) ever made himself king of
Egypt, or attempted to rob the military class of their
lands. ·
It has been thought that one of the traits in the
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story has been borrowed from ·the Old Testament.
In the prayer of Seth6s to Ptah has been seen a
reflection of the narrative which tells us how Hezekiah
spread the letter of Sennacherib before the Lord, and
besought the God of Israel to save His people. But
such a supposition is by no means either necessary '
or probable. The act of Hezekiah was one which
would have seemed natural to his contemporaries.
Assur- bani-pal the grandson of Sennacherib des.cribes
a similar act on his· own part. When the formidable
war with Elam broke out, and the Elamite king
Teurilman sent messengers to Nineveh saying: "I ,
will not desist until I march to make war with him,"
Assiir-bani-pal entered the sanctuary of Istar arid
besought the aid of the goddess. "I stood before
her," he says, "I bowed myself down before her; I
supplicated her divinity, and she came to give peace
tci me, saying : 'The goddess of Arbela am I ; 0
Assur-bani-pal king of Assyria, the creation of rny
hands [art thou]' ... My bitter lamentati9n did
I star hear, and 'Fear not,' she said, she, caused my
heart to rejoice." That night, we are further told, a
certain seer dreamed a dream in which Istar appeared
to him and bid him say to the Assyrian king: "Eat
food, drink wine, make music, exalt my divinity,
while I go (and) this work is accomplished. I will
cause thee to obtain the desire of thy heart, thy face
shall .not grow pale, thy feet shall not totter, thy
beauty' shall not fade (?). In the midst of the
conflict, in her kindly womb she takes ,thee to her
bosom and overthrows all who obey thee not."
Here, it will be noticed, the parallelism extends
beyond the visit of the king to the shrine of his
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divinity. The "seer" who is instructed· by !star to
carry her message of consolation to Assur-bani-pal
performs the same office as that which was ,performed
by the prophet Isaiah.
.
If no real contradiction can be pointed out between
the details of the campaign of Sennacherib as
described ih the· Assyrian and the Biblical narratives,
there is nevertheless one respect in which they are
hopelessly at variance. And in this one respect we
know that the truth lies on the Assyrian side. The
invasion of Sennacherib took place in B.C. 701 in the
twenty-fourth year ~f Hezekiah's reign, and not in his
fourteenth, as is alleged in the Books of Kings. An
easy evasiOn of the difficulty would be to assume
that "fourteen" has been written by mistake for
"twenty-four" in the Hebrew text. ·. But it so
happens, as we have seen, that there actually was
an Assyrian invasion of Palestine and Judah in the
fourteenth year of Hezekiah, though the invader was
Sargon and not Sennacherib. Moreover, there are
passages in the Biblical account of Sennacherib's
invasion which imply that the King of Assyria who
is referred to was Sargon, the conqueror of Samaria
and Hamath (2 Kings xviii. 34). We seem therefore
forced to the conclusion that two independent
Assyrian campaigns, separated from one another by
a distance of ten years, have been joined by the
Jewish compiler into one.
I have already described th:s as a foreshortening
of the historical perspective. A similar foreshortening
is to be found in the sort of appendix which is added
to the account of Sennacherib's campaign. The
disaster. that befell the Assyrian army was followed
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by the retreat of the Assyrian king to his own
country, where he" dwelt at Nineveh. And it came
to pass as he was worshipping in the house of
Nisroch his God that Adrammelech and Sharezer
his sons smote him with the sword."
The only inference which can be drawn from these
words is that the murder of Sennacherib took
place immediately after his return to Nineveh, and
nccordingly such \Vas universally assumed to. have
been the case before · the decipherment of the
Assyrian inscriptions. We now know, however, that
Sennacherib continued to reign for twenty yeai·s after
the Judcean campaign, and that so far from dwelling
all that time in Nineveh he engaged in several
military expeditions. Indeed the very ye'ar after his
retreat from Palestine he undertook a· cam.paign
against Babylonia.
Here, then, we have another illustration of the
limits of our confidence in the historical accuracy of
the Biblical narrative. The narrative itself is limited
by the amount of the materials at the disposal of its
Compiler. He reproduced them faithfully, and it is
consequently but seldom that an unprejudiced critic
can detect a real inconsistency between his story and
that of the monuments. But his materials were
sometimes less complete than ours, and when this
Was the case he naturally drew wrong inferences from
them, or grouped them in such a way as to occasion
wrong inferences in others. The materials -them·
selves, however, were trustworthy, and they were
honestly reported.
The ·story of Sennacherib's campaign offers us
ilbundant proof of this. !t is not only in its general
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outlines that ·it is corroborated by the Assyrian
records ; it agrees with them also in those points of
detail in which even a modern historian is sometimes
caught tripping. Thus the military force detached
by Sennacherib from the main body of the Assyrian
army and sent, against Hezekiah was placed, we are
informed, under the command of "Tartan, and Rabsaris, and Rab-shakeh." Since the early days of
Assyrian discovery it has been known that "Tartan"
is the Assyrian Turtanu or "Commander-in-chief,"
who took the supreme command of the troops in the
absence of the king. Prof. Schrader has pointed out
that Rab-shakeh is the Assyrian Rab-saki or "Chief
of the princes," the title of the highest civil functionary
in Nineveh, and Mr. Pinches has lately discovered
that Rab-saris corresponds with the Assyrian title
Rabu-sa-resu " Chief of the heads." The exact office
held by the latter is still to be determined.
The accuracy "vith which these titles have been
teproduced, in the Hebrew text suggests of itself
that the document from which they are quoted
was contemporaneous with Sennacherib's campaign.
Equally suggestive ate the words addressed to the
Rab.shakeh by the servants of Hezekiah: " Speak, I
ptay thee, to thy servan:ts in the Aramcean language ;
for we understand it ; and talk not with us in the Jews'
language." The fall of Samaria had caused the
language of Israel to become that of the Jewish
kingdom alone, while the contract~tablets found at
Nineveh have thrown a flood of light on the first part
of the request. They have made it clear that
Aramaic was at the time the commercial language
of the civilised East, the medium of intercourse
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among the educated classes of the Assyrian empire.
It was a language yvhich every one was expected to
know who was concerned with trade or diplomacy,
and accordingly Eliakim and Shebna not only understood it themselves, but expected the Rab-shakeh to
understand it also. Even the words with which the
Rab-shakeh opens his address are indicative of the
Assyrian epoch. "The great king, the king of
Assyria," is the stereotyped expression with which
the Assyrian monarchs describe themselves.
But this accuracy of detail is of course not
mathematical. It is not probable that the number
of the dead in the Assyrian camp could have been
so large as 185,000. Apart from the fact that the
number is a round one, or the difficulty of ascertaining
how mai1y persons had actually died, an Assyr'an
army did not contain so many men. Wherever we
have any clue to the size of it, we find that it was
comparatively small.
The name of Nisroch, again, is incorrect. No such
deity was known to the Assyrians. But it is probable
that the text is here at fault, and that it has been
corrupted by the scribes. At all events the Septuagint reads Meserach and even Assarach, and it is
possible that the original word was Asshur.
Dr. Winckler finds a further inaccuracy in the
statement that two of Sennacherib's sons Were concerned in the murder of their father. According to
the cuneiform document known as the " Babylonian
Chroncile" : " Sennacherib king of Assyria was
murdered by his own son in an insurrection on the
twentieth day of the month Tebet." But because
onl:v one son is here mentioned as the actual assassin,
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it does not at all follow that no other son took part
in the deed. We have, in fact, indirect testimony
that the Biblical narrative is correct. Abydenos
stated in his Assyrian history that Sennacherib was
assassin.ated by his son Adramelus and was succeeded
by N ergilus, who was in turn put to death by Esarhaddon.1 As Professor Schrader remarks,' Nergilus
and Sharezer are alike mutilated names, the full form
of the name being Nergal-sharezer (" 0 Nergal,
defend the king ").
The "Babylonian Chronicle" tells us that from the
day of Sennacherib's murder until the second of
Adar Assyria was in the hands of the rebels, and that
it was not until the eighth of Sivan that Esar-haddon
mounted the throne, after the. defeat of the rebel
army. It would therefore have been during this
"period of insurrection," which lasted forty-two days,
that Nergal-sharezer reigned in Nineveh. On the
second o( Adar the flight of himself and his supporters would have taken place. What happened
afterwards is describc:d by Esar-haddon himself. "The
snow and cold of the month Sebat and the might of
the tempest I did not fear: like a 'si'si'n bird in its
flight I opened my hands to overthrow the enemy.
I trod the road to Nineveh forcefully, hastily. Be~
fore me in the land of Khani-rabbat (Kappadokia)
all the flower of their warriors opposed my march
and brandished their weapons.· The terror of the
1 Ap. Euseb. "Chr. Arm." ed. Mai, p. 25. According to
Alexander Polyhistor the murderer was Ardumusanus. See
Schrader : " Cuneiform Inscriptions and the Old Testament,"
Engl. transl., ii. p. I 5. Adramelech is possibly a corrupt reading
for Ardamelech, Assyrian Arad-milki "servant of the king."
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great - gods my lords overwhelmed ·them ahd they
beheld the onset of my powerful attack and pre.ssed
forward. Istar the mistress of war and battle who
loves my priesthood stood at my side and shattered
their bows ; she broke their serried ranks, and in their
army they said : 'This is our king.' At her supreme
command they came over to tny side."
'
The course of events is pretty dear. Esai·-haddon
was not in Nineveh at the time of his father's murder.
It is probable that he was ii;i the field, leading the
veteran army of Assyria against some e11emy who
may have been the king of Ararat. The native cuneiform inscriptions of Armenia show us that the king
of Ararat at the)ime was a certai11 Erimenas, whos·e
father had been engaged in war with Sennacherib.
If hostilities were still going on between the Armenian
kingdom on Lake Van and.'Assyria it is easy to understand why the conspirators should.have.fled to Ararat
after the failure of their rebellion. At any rate the
Biblical statement. that they did so is fully borne
out by the narrative of Esar-haddon. It was in
Khani-rabbat that he met the rebel army, and Khanirabbat was the Assyrian name of the district on the
western frontier of Ararat, of which the modern centre
is Malatiyeh. Here, on the extreme boundary of the
Assyriari empire, the conflict took place which was:
decided by the desertion of the Assyrian portion of
the hostile forces to Esar-haddon. He was saluted
as king not only by his own soldiers but by the troops
of his rivals as well.
Three months, 1however, had elapsed in the conflict.
In Sebat or January, immediately on receiving the
news of his father's death, Esar-haddon had marched

ASSYRIAN TESTIMONY.

445

through a country which was covered with snow, and
must therefore have lain to the north of Assyria. lt
was not until the eighth of Sivan or May that he wa.s
proclaimed king.
·
It is probable that the murder of the old king had
been due to his partiality towards Esar-haddon,
Esar-haddon was his representative at the head· of
the army in the field, a,nd a sort of will exists in
which Sennacherib bequeaths to his son Esar-haddon,
" who was afterwards .called Assur-sarra.-yukin the
son of his name," a large quantity of treci.sure. Like
Solomon, therefore, Esar-ha,ddon would have been
pointed out as Sennacherib's successor, q.nd his
brothers would have taken advantage of his absence
to organise a conspiracy and seize the throne: That
they failed in their attempt was due as mllch to
Esar~haddon's promptitude as to the fact that he was
at the head of the best part of the Assyrian army.
I have dwelt thus iong on the Assyrian wars in the
West in the time of Hezekiah because they offer us
fuller materials than any other portion of the Books
of Kings fo! testing the historical character of the
statements we find in the latter. Nowhere else is the
Biblical narrative and the monumental narrative alike
so full. Nowhere else have we records, coµtemporary
with the events they describe, which cover so completely the same ground as the Scriptural story. It
was only in the reign of Heiekiah that Jerusalem
played an important part in Assyrian history. Before
the fall of Samaria its possession was not a matter of
moment ; after the fall of the sister-kingdom it
sheltered Egypt and prevented the soldiers of Sennacherib from overrunning the valley of the Nile.
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Egypt did not become an Assyrian province until
the Jewish king had first become a vassal of Esarhaddon.
A comparison of the two accounts of Hezekiah's
reign, the Jewish and the Assyrian, brings two facts
very clearly to light. In the first place the good
faith of the compiler of the Books of Kings has been
fully vindicated, as well as the trustworthiness of the
documents which he employed, In the second place
the mist which has surrounded Hezekiah for so many
centuries has disappeared. He takes his place by
the side of the other oriental princes who were his
contemporaries. His policy was the same as theirs,
and so too was the character of his court. His body~
guard, with whom he defends his capital, ai·e Gentile
Arabs, his harem is guarded by eunuchs, and he claims
to be lord of the Philistines as well as of the Jews.
But there is another fact which results from the decipherment of the cuneiform texts. The events of
Hezekiah's reign narrated in the Books of Kings and
in the parallel passages of the Book of Isaiah are not
arranged in chronological order. The sickness of
Hezekiah and the embassy from Merodach-baladan
which followed upon it, instead of taking place after
the campaign of Sennacherib, occurred more than ten
years before. The " king of Assyria" from whom
Hezekiah and Jerusalem were to be delivered (2
Kings xx. 6) was not Sennacherib but Sargon. The
campaign which Isaiah had in view when he declared
to the Jewish king that fifteen mor.e years were to be
added t0 his life. was the same campaign as that
which was forced on by the Babylonian embassy.
Consequently the expression ''in those days," with
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which the account of Hezekiah's illness is introduced,
has no reference to the retreat of Sennacherib and
still less to the accession of Esar-haddon twenty years
later. There is only one way of accounting fer it.
It must have formed part of the document which was
used by the co._!npiler, and this doci1ment was not the
same as that fro;n which he had extracted the history
of Sennacherib's campaign.
In other words the
materials he employed did not constitute a consecutive history ; they were independent authorities,
the connection of which with one another had to be
supplied by the compiler himself.
This is an important conclusion. On the one hand
it explains to us why we can accept without hesitation the history contained in the Books of Kings,
even in its details, while the chronological framework
of the history must -be thrown aside as artificial and
misleading, and also why, as we have seen, we meet
from time to time with statements which imply a defective knowledge of the facts. On the other hand it
shows that the compiler had at his disposal a greater
number of documents than those which he quotes by
name.
It has long been recognised that the Books of
Kings must have been compiled in Babylonia, probably during the two years' reign of Evil~Merodach.
Indeed it is difficult to nnderstand how it can be said
that Jehoiachin ate bread before Evil-Merodach "all
the days of his life" (z Kings xxv. 29), if the Babylonian king had been already dead. But whether or
not this were the~ case, the book must have been
written before the end of the Exile, since no allusion
is made to it. And furthermore, the reference to
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Jehoiachin indicates that it was written in the land of
the Captivity.
The Jewish exiles, therefore, must have had access
to their older literature. Not only the "Chronides
of the kings of Israel" and the '' Chronicles of the
kings of Judah" must have been at their disposal, but
a large mass of other literature as well. The library
of Jerusalem, where the scribes of Hezekiah were
employed, like the scribes of the Assyrian and Babylonian libraries, in copying and re-editing the earlier
literary works of their country (Prov. xxv. r), must
have been carried away by Nebuchadrezzar. Such
a proceeding would have been in entire harmony with
custom and precedent. \Vhen the generals of .1\ssu1:bani-pal stormed a city of Babylonia the most precious
booty they could obtain from it was a cuneiform text
which the library of Nineveh did not possess, and
even Sennacherib, whose tastes seem hardly to have
been literary, did not disdain to carry away a portion
at least of the library of Merodach-baladan when he
wreaked his savage vengeance on Babylon by utterly
destroying the city. And Nebuchadrezzar resembled
Assur-bani-pal rather than Sennacherib. His inscriptions show that he was not only a man of deep
religious feeling, but a man of education as well. His
relations with Jeremiah further make it clear that he
knew something about Judah and its inhabitants, and
was not inclined to deal harshly with the literary class
among them. Like the Assyrian kings before him,
his quarrel was with men, not with books.
The library of Jerusalem must have contained
books whic;:h emanated from the northern kingdom as
well as from Judah itself. In no other way can we
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explairi the existence in the Old Testament Canon
of the works of the two northern prophets Amos and
Hosea, or the marks they bear of having passed
through the hands of a ] ewish editor. If, then, the
library of Jerusalem had been transported to Babylon
along with the other treas4res of "the kipg's house,"
there would have been Israeliti,sh as well as Jewish
documents contained in it, and we could understand
how it was possible for a writer who lived in Baby~
lonia to quote the "Chronicles of the kings of
Israel."
A small stone weight discovered on the site of
Samaria has been the means of confirming the belief,
long held by Hebraists, that the Book of Canticles
was composed within the liinits of the northern
kingdom, and has at the. same time dissipu.ted one
of the linguistic objections to its early date. The
weight was purchased by Dr. Chaplin, and it bears on
either side an inscription cut in beautifully executed
Phcenician letters of the eighth century B.C: We owe
the explanation of it to Dr. Neubauer, who has pointed
out that it must be rendered "a quarter of a quarter
of a natsag." According to Prof. Flinders Petrie the
weight exactly corresponds with the sixteenth part of
an Asiatic standard of 640 grains which he believes
to be Hittite. The genitival relation between the
two wo1:ds, each of which denotes "a quarter," is she!
("of"), which is also found in Canticles iii. 7. 1 Instead
of being a sign. of late date; the word is thus shown
to have been used in the northern kingdom before the
overthrow of Samaria and the fall of the Israelitish
monarchy. It is an incidental proof that books of
1

See my letters in the Academy for Aug. 2, I 890, and Oct. 1893,
GG
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northern origin were admitted into the library of
Jerusalem, and so bears out the evidence afforded by
the prophecies of Amos and Hosea. Just as the
library of Nineveh contained the literary works of
Babylonia, so, too, the library of Jerusalem contained
the literary works of Samaria.
The disaster which overtook the army of Sennacherib
in Palestine saved the Jewish monarchy from extinction, but it did not save it from becoming the
tributary of Assyria. We find the name of Manasseh
of Judah among the vassal princes of the West who
were summoned to the Assyrian court by Esar-haddon
and his successor Assur-bani-pal, and the fact that
both these Assyrian kings were able to neglect Judah
in their campaigns against Egypt shows that ·the
fortress of Jerusalem had passed into their possession.
The reign of Esar-haddon lasted from D.C. 68 r to
ll.C. 668, and it seems to have been shortly before
his death that the "twenty-two kings" of Palestine,
Phcenicia and Cyprus were required to furnish him
with materials for a new palace and to appear before
him in person. The names of the kings are given in
the following order: Baal king of Tyre ; Manasseh
king of Judah; Kaus-gabri king of Edom; Mutsuri
("the Egyptian") king of Moab; Tsil-Baal king of
Gaza; Metinti king of Ashkelon ; Ika-shemesh king
of Ekron; Melech-asapa king of Gebal ; Matanbaal king of Arvad; Abibaal king of Samsi-muruna ;
Pudu-il (Pedael) king of Beth-Ammon; and Ahimelech king of Ashdod. Sidon had been destroyed by
Esar-haddon and consequently is omitted from the
list. The Philistine cities have ceased to be dependent on Judah-that no- doubt was one of the results
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of Sennacherib's campaign-but Padi of Ekron, like
his enemy Hezekiah, has passed avvay from the scene.
A few years later another muster of the king·s of
the West was made by Assur-bani-pal. All the princes
who are named by Esar-haddon were present, with
two exceptions. Pedael ·Of" Beth-Ammon" had been
succeeded by Amrninadab, and Matan-baal of Arvad
by Yakinel.
From this time forward all further mention of
Judah disappears from the monuments of Assyria ..
Its rulers were content to pay their annual tribute-to
Assyria, and to· acknowledge the supremacy of "the
great king." But the power of the great king himself
was beginning to wane. The wars of Assur-bani-pal
with Elam exhausted the military resources of Assyria,
and the revolt of Babylonia shook the Assyrian
empire to its foundations. The revolt was ind'eed
suppressed, and Elam was overrun with fire and
sword, the ancient city of Shushan being razed to the
ground ; but the victory was boug·ht dearly. Egypt,
with the help of Lydia, had freed itself from the
Assyrian yoke ; the nornad Skyths, or Manda, as the
Babylonians called them, were harassing the eastern
frontiers of the empire; and the descendants of Sargon
were losing their energy and strength. The prestige
of the past, however, still kept the falling empire
together, and the government continued to be acknowledged on the shores of the Mediterranean. As late
as B.C. 609 Josiah of Judah still considered himself
bound to oppose the march of the Egyptian Pharaoh
in the name of his suzerain "the king of Assyria "
(2 Kings xxiii. 29).
But it is clear from the history of Josiah that the
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subst.ance of Assyrian authority had passed away from
Palestine. Vv e cannot otherw'ise explain his occupation of the old kingdom of Israel, when he carried
out at Beth-el and "in the cities of Samaria" the
same religious reforms as those which he had carried
out in Judah. Had an Assyrian satrap still held rule
in Samaria such high-handed doings on the part of a
tributary prince would never have been allowed. But
satrfl,p and troops were alike needed nearer home, and
what had once been the northern kingdom was left
ui1defended, to be again united to the house of David.
Two years after the death of Josiah in defence of
his nominal sovereign, Nineveh was captured and
destroyed by its enemies. The "bloody city" becarµe
a ruinous heap. The Assyrian empire va11ished from
the earth, and its very existence soon became little
more than a name. The oriental world over which
it had tyrannised became the fighting-ground of
three rival powers-the Babylonians, the Egyptians,
and the so-called Medes.
For four years Palestin.e remained in the hands
of Egypt. Then came· the battle of Carchemish, in
which Pharaoh-necho was u!terly defeated by Nebuchadrezzar, and driven back to his own country.
From this time forward the fortunes of Judah are
bound up with those of Babylonia.
When the battle of Carchemish W'as fought, Nebuchadrezzar was not yet king. His father, N abopolassar, under -whom Babylonia had recovered its
independence, was still on the throne. But the news
of the victory had hardly 1·eached Babylon when the
old king died. His successor found himself heir not
to a kingdom, but to an empire.
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Recent investigations have made it probable that
Nebuchadrezzar was by i·ace a Kaldu or Chald~an,
like Merodach-baladan. The Kalda had been a
tribe who were settled in the marshes on the shores
of the Persian Gulf. It is probable that they belonged
to the Semitic race ; but even this is not certain.
Except in the prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel,
the name of N ebuchadrezzar is mis-spelt in the
Hebrew text. In Babylonian it is written Nabiumkudurri-utsur-" 0 Nebo, defend the landmark!" and
the substitution of n for r can be explained only as
the error of a copyist. A similar error has been
pointed out in another passage of the Old Testament.
In the name of Asnapper (Ez. iv. ro), Assyriologists
have seen a contracted form of that of Assur-(bani)pal, with the final l changed into r in accordance with
Persian pronunciation.
The consistent mis-spelling of the name of Nebuchadrezzar in so many of the Biblical books points
to a period when the Babylonian empire had passed
away, and the Jewish scribes no longer knew the
true pronunciation of the name of the great Babylonian conqueror. It is somewhat remarkable that
the mis-spelling should be found in the Books of
Kings, considering that in another case-that of the
name of Tiglath-pileser-the spelling implies an exact
reproduction of an early document. We must suppose
that the text of the Books of Kings has in this particular instance been altered so as to make it agree
with the text of those later historical books in which
the name of N ebuchadrezzar has assumed a misshapen
form.
Though Nebuchadrezzar has left us many inscrip-
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tions, they all relate to his buildings or to his acts of
devotion towards the gods. A mere fragment only
has been discovered of his annals. That records the
events of his thirty-seventh year (n.c. 568), when he
marched against Amasis king of Egypt, and made
himself master of the eastern portion of the Delta.
Otherwise Nebuchadrezzar stands in marked contrast
to the Assyrian kings. While they delighted to
describe their campaigns and victories, his chief pleasure is to enumerate the temples he had built and
restored, and to utter prayers and praises to the gods
of Babylon. The contrast is ac:_centuated by the
character of the ruins which Assyria and Babylonia
have severally bequeathed to us. In Assyria it is the
royal palaces whose remains we discover, in Babylonia the temples of the gods.
It might have been thoug·ht that if Nebuchadrezzar
had recorded anywhere the history of his Palestinian
conquests, it would have been in Syria itself. Three
inscriptions cut on the rocks of ''the western land "
have been found. Two were discovered by a Frenchman, M. Pognon, in the vVadi Brissa, not far from
that Riblah of Hamath where the eyes of Zedekiah
were put out CJ er. xxxix. 7)', the other was discovered
on the northern bank of the N ahr el-Kelb, on the
Phcenician coast. It was along the valley of the
Nahr el-Kelb or "Dog's River," eight miles 1iorth of
Beyrout, that the great military road of the ancient
East once ran. It had been trodden by Egyptian
and Assyrian armies as well as by the troops of
Babylonia. Ranises II. had erected monuments of
himself at its side, and his example had been followed
by the Assyrian kings. In ! 88 i a long inscription
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of Nebuchadrezzar was also found there. (by Mr,
Loytved, the Danish consul) hidden beneath the ferns
and creeping plants of a lofty cliff. But such portions
of the inscription as were still legible proved to be
like the inscriptions of Wadi Brissa, a mere recital of
the architectural and religious labours of the Babylonian monarch. They contain no reference to a
Palestinian campaign or to any other historical event.
The only passage in them which possesses an interest
for the Biblical student is one in which mention is
made of " the wine of Helbon." In one of the
inscriptions in the 'vVadi Brissa, it is true, there is
allusion to an "enemy" who seems to have been
overthrown in the neighbourhood of the Lebanon.
But the passage is unfortunately mutilated, and it
may after all relate' only to the general success of
N ebucpadrezzar in war.
For our knowledge of the final overthrow of the
Davidic monarchy we are still dependent on the Old
Testament alone. Here and there, it is true, illustrations of the Biblical narrative may be gleaned
from the monuments, but they relate only to incidental details, not to the general story. Thus we are
told in J er. xxxix. 3, that " all the princes of the
king of Babylon came in, and sat in the middle gate
(of Jerusalem), even N ergal-sharezer, Samgar-nebo,
Sarseehim, Rab-saris, Nergal-sharezer, Rab-mag."
Sarsechim, Rab-saris, and Rab-mag 'are titles, and
it is probable that they have been misplaced in the
text, Sarsechim originally standing between Nergalsharezer and Samgar-nebo. As we have seen, Mr
Pinches 1'as discovered the Assyrian or Babylonian
form, of the title;! Rab-saris-Rabu-sa-resu or" Chief
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of the Heads "-and to the same scholar we owe the
recovery of the Assyrian form. of the title Rab-mag;
It was Rab-mugi, and denoted the Chief Physician
who was attached to the king. 1
Nergal-sharezer the Sarsechim or "Prince of the
nobles," is probably the usurper who murdered his
brother-in-law, Evil-Merodach, in B.C. 559, and
seized the crown. But this was subsequent to the
time when the Books of Kings come to a close.
Nebuchadrezzar had died in B.C. 661, and his son
had succeeded to the heritage of the mighty empire
he had founded. It would seem, therefore, that the
Biblical writer brought his task to an end in B.C. 660.
Evil-Merodach was already on the throne, but his assassination had not yet taken place. His act of kindness to the exiled Jewish king is all that is ;.ecorded of
him. It is, however, sufficient to date the compilation of the Books of Kings, and it brings the history
of royal Judah down to its pathetic termination. The
bli~1d Zedekiah was doubtless dead, since his name is
no longer mentioned; and Jehoiacnin, the last of the
line of David who had sat on the throne, had spent
nearly thirty-eight out of the fifty-six years of his life
in a Babylonian prison. It may be that the murder
of his friend and benefactor brought with it the death
of J ehoiachin as well ; at any rate, the writer of the
Books of Kings can tell us nothing more.
1

"Records of the Past," New Series, ii. p.

182,

CHAPTER X.
THE LATER HISTORICAL BOOKS OF THE OLD
TESTAMENT.
\i\TI-IETHER we are "higher critics" or not, we
cannot fail to be struck by the ecclesiastical tone of
the Books of the Chronicles. From the beginning of
the Books to their end a single object is kept steadily
in view, and that obje(:t is the growth and consummation of tqe Israelitish theocracy. vVe have only
to compai·e the Books of Kings with the Books of
the Chronicles to see how wide is the difference
between them. In the one it is the history of Israel
and Judah in the royal period that is set before
us ; in the other, it is rather the history of the
temple and the temple services. The history of the
northern kingdom whose seats of worship were elsewhere than at Jerusalem, is put aside as valueless',
and the histot;y of Judah alone is given in detail.
But even here the Chronicler dwells rather on the
liturgical observances of the Jewish kings than upon
their secular policy, and the civil history of Judah is
made use of to point the moral that observance of
the Levitical laws brought with it prosperity, while
disaster followed upon their neg·lect.
Th~re is another fact wqich ought also to strike t1s,

458

. THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

At times the Chronicler refers to earlier documents
which are not alluded to elsewhere in the Old Testament, and gives us information about secular events
which supplements the statements of the Books of
Kings. Thus, quite at the outset of the work, we find
an account, almost unintelligible in its present form,
to which is attached the statement "And these are
ancient things," or rather" ancient words" (r Chron.
iv. 22), while in a later chapter the acts of Jehoshaphat
are said to have been" written in the Book of Jehu,
the son of Hanani, who is mentioned in the Book of
the Kings of Israel" (2 Chron. xx. 3 I).
It has been questioned whether the writings
referred to were ever actually seen and consulte.d
by the Chronicler, and doubt has been cast upon the
narratives of political events which are supplementary
to what we read in the Books of Kings. But there
i~ one case in which oriental archceology enable~s us
to test the trustworthiness of these. supplementary
narratives, and in this case, as Professor Schrader has
pointed out, the suspicions of the higher criticism
have been shown to be unfounded. Manasseh, it
is stated by the Chronicler, was carried in chains to
Babylon by the king of Assyria, and subsequently
allowed to return to his own land. The fact that the
Assyrian king carried the Jewish prince to Babylon
instead of Nineveh seemed to militate decisively
against the truth of the story. The cuneiform inscriptions, however, have set the matter in a new
light. We have. learned from them that Esar-haddon,
the contemporary· of Manasseh, was king of Babylonia as well as of Assyria, and that he was also the
restorer of Babylon, thus reversing the policy of his
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father, Sennacherib. Sennacherib had crushed the
Babylonians with fire and sword, and razed their
capital to the ground. Esar-haddon, on the contrary,
endeavoured to conciliate his Babylonian subjects;
he rebuilt the ruined capital of the country, and probably resided there from time to time. At his death
.the empire was divided between his two sons, Samassum-yukin receiving Babylonia, while Assyria and
tqe other provinces of the empire fell to Assur-banipal. Babylonia, however, still continued subject to
Assyria, and a time came when its vassal king raised
a revolt against his brother. Among· those whom he
induced to rebel with him were the kings of Syria
and Palestine.
One of these\ kings, would have been Manasseh of
Judah. The revolt was, however, suppressed in both
west and east, and the authority of Assyria was teestablished in Syria as well as in Babylon. This
re-establishment of the Assyrian power would have
fallen towards the encl of Manasseh's long reign.
\Vhat more likely, therefore, than that the disaffected
Jewish prince was punished, like so many other
princes of his time, by being led away into captivity?
After the suppression of the Baby Ionian revolt and
the death of his rebel brother, Assur-bani-pal probably imitated the example of his predecessors and
visited Babylon in person. There is, indeed, a passage
in his annals which seems to imply as much. Here
he tells us that after removing the corpses of the
rebels from the midst of Babylon, Cutha and Sippara,
and piling them in heaps, "in accordance with prophecies I cleansed the mercy-seats of their temples;
I purified their chief places of prayer. I appeased
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their angered gods and their wrathful goddesses with
supplications and penitential psalms. Their daily
sacrifices which they had discontinued I restored and
established as they had been of old. As for the i·est
of the sons of Babylon, Cutha and Sippara, who had
fled at the stroke of slaughter and destruction, I had
mercy upon them, I proclaimed an amnesty to them,
I let them live in Babylon. The men of Accad along
with the Chaldreans, the Aramceans and the Marshmen whom Samas-sum-yukin had led away and
united· in one conspiracy, who revolted against me
by their own decision, I trod clown to the 'uttermost
part of their borders by the command of Assur,
Beltis, and the great gods my helpers; the yoke o(
Assur which they had shaken off I laid upon them.
I appointed over them governors and sub-prefects,
the creation of my own hands.'.'
Professor Schrader reminds u,s that when Sargon
conquered Babylon, the ambassadors of the seven
kings of Cyprus, who had come to him with presents,
were received, not in Nineveh, but in the conquered
city. If, then, the revolt of Manasseh had been put
down at the same time as the revolt of Babylon,
Babylon would have been the most natural place to
which the Jewish king could have been brought.
Assur-bani-pal would have bP.en there rather than in
Nineveh, cleansing the temples of the gods, inaugurating divine services, and establishing the
future government of the country.
But another objection has been raised against the
narrative of Manasseh's exile. It has been urged
that a:;foreign prince, who had once been convicted of
tlw crfm~ of r~bellion ~nd had l;>ee11 ca,rried \n chain;;
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to the presence of "the great king," would never
have been again restored to his throne. Such an
objection, however, falls away before the plain statements of the Assyrian 1 inscriptions. More than once
do we hear of similar cases. Assur-bani-pal himself
had caused N echo the Egyptian king of Sais to be
deposed and brought to Nineveh )n "iron chains,"
and yet a little later he allowed him to return to
Egypt and assume once more his royal powers.
What happened to N echo could happen also. to
Manasseh.
We can draw a conclusion of some moment from
this vindication of the account given us by the
Chronicler of the captivity of Manasseh. We have
no right to reject as unhistorical a narrative ..which is
found only inf the Books of the Chroni~les, merely
because there are no traces of it in the Books of
Kings. On the contrary, as it has been proved that
one of these narratives is in strict accordance with
historical facts, we may assume that in other instances
also we should find the same accordance if on\y the.
monumental testimony were at hand.
This conclusion leads on to another. A narrative
like that of the captivity of Manasseh must have
been extracted from some more or less contemporary
document which was not used by the compiler of the
Books of Kings. Consequently the Chronicler was
not confined to the Books of Kings and the writings
of the canonical prophets for the sources of his
history, and we can thus accept with confidence the
claim he makes to the employment of other means of
information.
We can accordingly grant him a much higher
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degree of historical trustworthiness than critics have
of late years been disposed to allow. But at the
same time oriental archceology makes it clear that
his statements are not always exact. We cannot
follow him with the same confidence as that with
wh!ch we should follow the author of the Books of
Kings. His use of the documents which lay before
him was uncritical ; the inferences he drew from his
materials were not always sound, and he makes them
subserve the theory on which his work is based.
Two examples will be sufficient to prove the truth
of this.
'Ne have seen that Pul and Tiglath-pileser were
one and the same .pers_on. Pul was the original name
of the Assyrian king, and it was the name he coi1tinued always to bear among Babylonian, 'as opposed
to Assyrian, writers. He is mentioned in the Books
of Kings under both names. But the passages in
which the different names occur are separated from
one another, and the one in which the king is called
Pul. may be regarded as emanating from a Babylonian
source. Whether or not the corn piler of the Books of
Kings knew that the two names alike belonged _to
the same monarch, we do not know ; there is nothing
in his narrative which implies that he was aware of
the fact, but there is equally nothing whieh implies
his ignorance of it.
When we turn to the Chronicler, however, there
is a change. The Chronicler tells us deliberately
that Pul and Tilgath-pilneser, as the name is mis~
spelt, were distinct one from the other. In 1 Chr.
v. 26 it is said that "the God of Israel stirred up
the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of
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Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria," to carry certain of
the tribes of the northern kingdom into captivity.
It is evident that the Chronicler had no authority for
the statement except what he had read in the Books
of Kings, and it is also evident that he drew from
them the same erroneous inferences as those dravvn
by subsequent commentators down to the time when
the cuneiform inscriptions of Assyria were discovered
and deciphered. The mis-spelling of the name of
Tiglath-pileser, moreover, shows how carelessly he
_could at times repeat his authorities.
The second example is one of which we have
abundant illustration. The Chronicler displays that
partiality for large numbers which is still characteristic of the Oriental. During the war between Ahaz
and the kings -of Damascus and Samaria, 120,000
fighting-men of Judah are declared to- have fallen
"in one clay," while the army of U zziah is said to
have consisted of. 300,7 50 men untler 2600 generals.
We.<have only to compare these numbers with the
ciphers given in the Assyrian' texts to be assured of
their groundlessness. When Ahab came to the help
of the Syrians he could muster no more than ro,ooo
men and 2000 chariots, while Damascus itself could
provide only 20,000 foot-soldiers, and Shalmaneser
does not' claim to have slain more than 14,000 men
out of the whole combined army of his enemies.
Assur-natsir-pal thinks it a subject of boasting that
he had slain 50 or r 72 of the enemy in battle, and
even in his war with Komagene he does not pretend
that more than 2800 men fell in fight. But the
annals of Sennacherib enable us to determine approximately what was the amount of the population
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in Judah during the royal period. When Sennacherib
had overrun the whole country outside the walls of
Jerusalem, and was carrying the inhabitants of it
into exile, they did not exceed 200,150 all told, men,
women, and children together. The Assyrian kings
were not likely to underrate the number of their
conquered foes, Sennacherib least of aU. Nor was
the case different when Samaria was captured by
Sargon. The Samaritans who were led into captivity
were only 27,280 in number, and yet Samaria had
been a more powerful state than Jerusalem.
The consistent exaggeration of numbers on the
part of the Chronicler shows us that from a historical
point of view his unsupported statements must .be
received with caution. But they do not justify the
accusations of deliberate fraud and "fiction" whi~l~
have been brought against him. ·what they prove
is that he did not possess that sense of historical
exactitude which we now demand from the historian.
He wrote, in fact, with a didactic and not with a
historical purpose. That he should have used the
framework of history to illustrate the lessons he
wished to draw was as much an accident as that Sir
Walter Scott should have based certain of his novels
on the facts of medi~val history. He cared as little
for history in the modern :European sense of the
word as the Oriental of to-day, who considers himself
at liberty to embellish or modify the narrative he is
repeating in accordance with his fancy or the moral
he wishes to draw from it.
In dealing, therefore, with the picture of Jewish
history presented by the Chronicler, we must con~
stantly keep in mind its personal and idealistic
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character, We must remember that it has been
coloured by the religious theory of the writer, to
which all else has been made subordinate. Uncritical
conclusions have been drawn from imperfect materials,
and historical facts have been considered of value, not
in so far as they represent exactly what has happened
in the past, but in so•far as they can be made to teach
a theological or moral lesson. We thus have in the
Books of the Chronicles the first beginnings of that
transformation of history into Haggadah, which is so
conspicuous in later Jewish literature. The pistory,
which is a parable for our instruction, tends to make
way for the parable itself.
Nevertheless, as w~ have seen, there ,is all the
difference in.the world between a cautious acceptance
of the unsupported· statement's bf the Chronicler and
a rejection of them altogether. The corroboration of
his account of Manasseh's captivity proves that they
are not "fictions" ; he had authority for the facts he
has recorded, even though the facts have not been
critically handled, or have been modified and added
to in the interests of a theory.
The narrative of the invasion of Judah by Zerah
the Ethiopian is a signal instance of the hastiness of
modern criticism in depriving the Chronicler of any
independent historical authority, as well as an illustration of his method of work. It falls chronologically,
as we have seen, during the reign of Osorkon II. of
Egypt, and we may gather from the inscription of
this Pharaoh found by Mr. N a~ille among the ruins
of Bubastis, that his armies had defeated the natives
He there asserts that
.of Palestine, if not of Syria.
.
"all countries, the Upper and the Lower Retennu,

.
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have been thrown under his feet." 1 In the language
of the Egyptian texts, it must be remembered, the
" Upper Retennu" signified Palestine, the " Lower
Retennu" Northern Syria.
We may therefore conclude that the Chronicler
had historical authority for his account of Zerah's
invasion of Palestine, just as he had for his account
of the captivity of Manasseh. But in his treatment
of the account he illustrates the amount and nature
of the historical accuracy which we are to expect
from him. Apart from the mis-spelling of the name
of the Egyptian king, which shows only . that the
narrative was derived from a Palestinian and not
from an Egyptian source, the title given to Zer<!-h is
inaccurate. He is called "the Ethiop/an," and his
troops are called " Ethiopians." Either the Chronicler
himself, or the source from which he quotes, has
drawn an incorrect conclusion from imperfect premises, and referred to the age of the Twenty-second
Egyptian dynasty a political condition of affairs
which was applicable only to the age of the later
Ethiopian dynasty. Nearly two centuries had to
elapse before Egypt was ruled by Ethiopian conquerors and an Ethiopian army could march out of
it against the land of Judah. What was true of So
and Tirhakah was not true of Zerah ; and while the
Books of Kings are correct in calling Tirhakah "king
of Ethiopia," the Books of the Chronicles are in error
in giving the .same title to the Egyptian Zerah.
The account of Zerah's invasion, moreover, begins
with. that numerical exaggeration which is character1 "Bl)bastis : Eighth Memoir of the Egypt Exploration
Fund." By E. Naville (1891), p. 51,
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istic,of the Chronicler. He tells us that Zerah came
~gainst Asa with "an host of an hundred thousand,''
while tl}e Jewish king himself had. an army of five
hundred and eighty thousand, the little tribe of
Benjamin alone, with its petty territory, supplying no
less than "two hundred. m1d fourscore thousand"
men. It is clear thq.t although we may accept the
otherwise unsupported narratives of the Chronicler in
their general outlin.es, the details they contain must
be submitted to criticism. 'vVe must ever bear in
mind that in the Books of the Chronicles we have to
look for Haggadah rather than for history in the
modern sense of the word.
From time to time we find the Chronicler recording
the same events as those which are narrated in the
Books of Kfogs, .but mentioning places and peoples
which are not referred to in the latter books, Thus
we are told that Uzziah fought successfully against
the Philistines, as well as against "the Arabians that
dwelt in Gur-baal and the Mehunims." It may be
, asked whether these additions to what we read in the
Books of Kings are to ?e regarded as belonging to
the details or to the general outline of the narratives
in which they occur? The account of the war of the
Syrians and Israelites ag·ainst Judah in the reign of
Ahaz ·affords an answer to this question. We are
there told that the Syrians and Israelites were not
alone in their attack upon the king·dom of Ahaz. It
was also invaded from the south by the Edomites as
well as by the Philistines.
The fragmentary annals of Tiglath-pileser II I.
furnish an indirect corroboration of this statement.
We leq.rn from them that, on taking up the quarrel of
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his Jewish vassal, Tig·lath-pileser marched not only
against Damascus and Samaria, but also against
Hanno of Gaza. Gaza therefore must have joined
the confede1:acy which had b~en formed to overthrow
J uclah, and Gaza at the time seems to have been the
leading Philistine s.tate. As for the Edomites, we
know from the Books of Kings (2 Kings xvi. 6) that
the Syrians expelled the subjects of Ahaz from Elath
on the Gulf of Aqabah, and they could not have clone
this without Edomite help. The way to Elath lay
through Edomite territory.
We may, then, consider the notices by the Chronicler
of nations whose names are not mentioned- in the
Books of Kings as worthy of full credit. Even .the
"Mehunims," of whom Uzziah is said ~o have been
the conqueror, have had light cast upon them by
oriental archceology. Prof. Hommel and Dr. Glaser
see in them the Minceans of Southern Arabia, whose
power exter1ded at one time as far north as Gaza, and
who have left memorials of themselves in the neighbourhood of Teima, the Tema of the Old Testament.
The "Mehunims," or "Maonites," are referred to in
another passage of the Chronicles (r .Chron. iv. 41), as
well as in the Book of J uclges (x. I 2 ). As the power
of the Minceans waned before that of Saba, or Sheba,
any notice of their presence on the borders of Palestine
must go back to a considerable antiquity. If, therefore, their identification with the Mehunirn of the
Chronicler is correct, the referehce to them bears the
stamp of contemporaneous authenticity.
From the Books of the Chronicles we should pass
naturally to the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, more
especially if the opinion can be sustained which
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·assigns the compilation of all these books to one and
the same hand. But from the archceological and
monumental point of view the Books of Ezra and
Nehemiah belong to the same period as the Book of
Daniel, and it will accordingly be more convenient to
defer any consideration of them until vve come to
deal with the n~rrati~es of Daniel. The return of the
Jews froti1 their exile in Babylonia is so closely
bound up with the history of the rise and fall of the
Babylonian empire as to make it difficult to treat of
the one without at the, same time treating of the
other. Cyrus was the successor of N ebuchadrezzar
and N abonidos, and we cannot understand the motives
of the policy which allowed the Jewish captives to
return to their 01vn land and there rebuild the temple
of their fathers without first understanding the causes.
which made Cyrus the master of Babylon.
The Book of Esther stands on a different footing.
It carries us on to a time when the Persian king was
undisputed lord 6f the oriental world and the ancient
power of Babylonia had become a thing of the past.
i'n Ahasuerus, as has long been recognised,. we have
the Xerxes of the Greek historians, and the scene of
the story must be laid at some period subsequent to
that of the Greek campaign.
Of the three capitals of the empire, Shushan or
Susa was the one in which Ahasuerus was holding
his court. at the time when the book opens. The
names of those about him, as far as they can be
interpreted, are all Persian, with two exceptions.
The names of Mordecai and Esther are Babylonian
in ongm. Mordecai is the Babylonian Marduka
"devoted to Merodach"; Esther is "!star," the name
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of the great Babylonian goddess, who became Ashtoreth in the West. More than one inference can be
drawn from this fact. On the one hand, it is clear
that Jews who still held fast to the worship of their
national God, were nevertheless not averse to being
called after the names of the Babylonian deities. In
the contract-tablets which have been discovered under
the soil of Babylonia we occasionally find the names
of Jews, and in some instances these Jews are associated with persons evidently of the same nationality
but who have adopted, if not. the beliefs, at all events
the divine names of the Babylonian religion. Thus
we have the name of Bel-Yahu, "Bel is Yahveh," a
very pronounced assertion that the national gods· of
Babylonia and J udcea were one and tf1e 'same. BelYahu was the ancestor of N ergal-ebus "the god
N ergal has made," the father of Ea-bani "the gocl Ea
has created." At a later date we meet with the
names of Gamar-ya'ava, Natanu-ya'ava, Subunuya'ava, and Aqabi-yava, in which Mr. Pinches was
the first to point out that we have the full form of
the name of Yahveh. 1 Gamar-ya'ava or Gamariah is
associated with Barikia or Berechiah, Samas-iriba
("the Sun-god has descended") and others as witness
to the sale of a slave by Sa-Nabu-duppu (" Nebo's is
the tablet"), the son of Nabu-sarra-utsur (" 0 Nebo,
defend the king!"), and it )s a curious coincidence
that the scribe who drew up the deed of sale was
called Marduka or Mordechai. 2
1

See Pinches in the Proceedings of the Society of Biblical
Arclueology, Nov. 1, 1892, pp. 13-15.
2 Pinches in the "Records of the Past,'' New Series, iv. pp.
104 sqq. It must be remembered, however, that the author of the
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A second inference which may be drawn from the
names of two of the chief actors in the history of
Esther is that Babylonia rather than Susa was the
home of the writer who has recorded it, or at any
rate of the sources from which it has been de'rived.
Mordecai and Esther may have been settled in Elam,
but their names show that they had first been settled
in Babylonia. At the same time it is pretty certain
that the name of Esther without any qualifying
addition could not have been a personal name. It
must have formed part of a compound in order to
become the name of a woman. Either, therefore, the
quaiifying portion of the compound has been dropped,
or else the name must at the outset have signified
the goddess and not a hµman being. In this latter
case the woman Esther cari have had no existence
save, in the imagination of a Jewish writer, and the
identification of Hadassah with the old Babylonian
goddess !star would have been the work of an age
wJ;iich had forgotten who Istar was. At any rate,
whatever be the view we adopt, it is difficult to avoid
the conclusion that a Jewish author who made
Mordechai and Esther the hero and heroine of his
·Book of Tobit was acquainted with a version of the quarrel
between Haman and Mordechai which is entirely different from
that which we have in the Book of Esther, and that in place of
Mordechai we find the name of Achiacharus, the nephew of
Tobit and the cupbearer of Esarhaddon (Tob. xiv. IO. "Re·
member, my son, how Aman handled Achiacharus that brought
hi~n up, how out of light he brought him into darkness, .and how
he rewarded him again ; yet Achiacharus was saved, but the
other had his reward ; for he went down into darkness. Manas·
ses gave alms, and escaped the snares of death which they had
set for him ; but Aman fell into the snare and perish~d.")

472

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

story could not have had a very distinct idea of
what these names actually meant. They must have
come to him through the mist of antiquity, it may. be
through oral tradition, and of the Babylonian language
he liimself could have known nothing.
But the names of Mordechai and Esther are not
the only indications of Babylonian influence upon the
language of the Book of Esther. In ix. 26 we meet
with the word 'z'ggereth "a letter." 'Iggereth, which
also occurs in the Book of Nehemiah, is the Assyrian
egz'rtu, the term applied to "a letter " as opposed to
a duppu or "tablet." It is probable that it made its
way into Persia after the Persian conquest of Babylon,
as we know that dupptt did. - From Persia11 it. woqld
have passed to the language of the later b,ooks of the
Old Testament. How largely this language was
affected by Persian is illustrated by the Book of
Esther. Numei·ous words of Persian origin are to be
found in it., Apart from the mysterious Purim, the
etymology of which is still an unsolved problem, we
come across words like pathshegen "a copy" (iii. 14,
iv. 8, viii. 13), the Persian patz'-thagana "correspondent," and akhashteranz'm "royal" (not "camels" as
in the Authorised Vetsion of viii. to, 14), from the
Persian khshatram "a crown" with the adjectival
termination dna. Kshatram is also the source of
kether "a crown" (i. 11, ii. 17, vi. 8), as it is of the
Greek K{oapis, and karpas "cotton " in the first
chapter (i. 6) claims con,nection with the Sanskrit
karpdsa and the Greek Kap?Ta<rns.
Reference is more than once made to "the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia," or,,
as it is also called, '(the book of records of the
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chronicl~s" (ii. 23, vi. I, x. 2; see also ix. 32).

The
mention of these chronicles reminds us of the "parchment" archives of the Persian kingdom which Ktesias
the Greek historian consulted, and from whence he
asserted that he derived his accounts of Assyrian and
Persian history. These accounts, so far as they have
··been preservedt 'are little more than historical
romances·; the proper names are exact, though they
may not always oelong to the same age as the scene
of the story in which they occur, but the narrative
itself resembles the Haggadah of the Jews rather
than sober history. Now it is· impossible to read
these stories of Ktesias side by side with the Book of
Esther without being struck by their startling resemblance, at. all events in general character. The scenery
in both is Persian with a Babylonian background ; the
proper names are partly Persian, partly .Babylonian ;
and just as the name of the Babylonian goddess
Istar becomes the personal name Esther, . so the
Babylonian Moon-god Nannar appears in the fragments of Ktesias as the satrap Nannaros. The
curious exaggerations and improbabilities of the narrative of Esther find their counterpart in the semihistorical legends of Ktesias. Thus Ahasuerus or
Xerxes is said to have ruled over r27 provinces, the
stake on which Haman was impaled was fifty cubits
or seventy-five feet high, and the number of Persians
slain by the Jews amounted to 75,000. In fact, the
story of the massacre of the Persians sounds like an
echo of the massacre of the Magians after the revolution which gave Darius his throne; it·seems almost
incredible that a Persian king could have issued an
edict to Haman for the massacre of the Jews, and
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then, instead of rescinding it, have arranged a civil
war among his own subjects. It is equally difficult
to believe that Haman could have given the Jews so
long a notice as from nine to eleven months (iii. 12)
of his intention to destroy them without their quitting
the kingd~m, or that he could have been ignorant of
the Jewish parentage bf Esther. The long interval
of time that elapsed between the divorce of Vashti
and the marriage of Esther is similarly improbable;
while the cause of the divorce would have aroused
the strongest feelings in Persia against Xerxes, his
summons to his wife that she should leave the harem
and show herself publicly at a carouse being a violation
of all Persian modes of thought.
The narrative implies that Vashti and Esther were
the legitimate wives of " the great king " ; otherwise
there would be no point in the stress laid upon the
fact that Esther was made queen in the place of
Vashti (i" 19, ii. 4)'. The only wife of Xerxes, however, known to history was Amestris, who was
married to him before the third year of his reign, and
who continued queen until his death. Either, therefore, Esther must be identified with Amestris, or else
we must consider Amestris to have been reduplicated
under the variant forms of Vashti, and Esther. In
either case the historical character of the B.ook of
Esther is invalidated. Apart from the cruelty for
which Amestris was distinguished, and which agrees
but ill with what· we are told about the Jewish orphan,
a Persian king was not allowed to marry outside the
seven chief Persian houses, to which accordingly
Amestris belonged. Esther, on the other hand, was
not a Persian, much less a member of the Persian
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aristocracy. To suppose that she was not "queen,"
but one of the many illegitimate wives Xerxes may
have had, is contrary to the narrative in the Book of
Esther, which states explicitly that she was "queen,"
and it is upon this fact that the plot of the story is
made to turn. Only one conclusion consequently
seems to be p~~ssible : the story of Esther is an
example of Jewish Haggadah which has been founded
upon one of those semi-historical tales of which' the
Persian chronicles seem to have been full.
Of the remaining books of the Old Testament the
oriental archceologist has but little to say. The
prophets, indeed, have bequeathed to us documents
of the highest historical value ; sometimes it is a
detailed fragment of history which they have recorded
for us, sometimes it is an allusion to ~~me single
contemporaneous event. But in most cases such
fragments of history have already been noticed; they
have found their place in that general history of the
Hebrew people upon which the monuments of the
past have shed such light. Here and there, however,
we come across passages which have been illuminated
by the progress of oriental re~earch, but which do not
fit into the continuous history of Israel. Thus in the
Book of Proverbs there are two statements, the
importance and true signification of which can now
be realised for the first time. The twenty·fifth
chapter of the book is prefaced by the words,
" These are also proverbs of Solomon which the men
of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out." The words
point to the existence in Jerusalem of a library
similar to those which were estab'rished in the cities
of Babylonia and Assyria. The vassalage of Judah
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to the king of Assyria in the reign of Ahaz had
necessarily led to the introduction of Assyrian culture
and science into Jerusalem. Ahaz himself had led
the way. In the court of the palace he had erected a
sun-dial, a copy of the gnomons which had been used
for centuries in the civilised kingdoms of the Euphrates
and the Tigris. But the erection of tbe sun-dial was
not the only sign of Assyrian influence. The most
striking feature of Assyrian and Babylonian culture
were the libraries where scribes were kept constantly
employed, not only in writirig and compiling new
books, but in copying and re-editing· older ones. The
"men of Hezekiah" who "copied out" the proverbs
of Solomon performed duties exactly similar to the
royal scribes of Nineveh~ They imply the existence
at Jerusalem of a royal or public library which
resembled those of Assyria, where the past literature
of the country was preserved and stored. vVhen and
by whom it had been fonned we do· not know ; what
is certain is that it existed.
The literature with which the libraries of Assyria
were filled was not limited to that of Assyria itself.
On the contrary, a large part of it was derived from
the sister-kingdom of Babylonia. Indeed, among the
most precious spoils of a Babylonian city were the
books of its library, of which no copy had previously
existed in - Nineveh. Nothing seems to have been
despised ; even a list of the plants grown in ·the
gardens of the Chaldcean usurper, Merodach-baladan,
found its way into the great library of Nineveh.
What happened . in Assyria we may reasonably
expect to have happened also in Judah in the days
when Assyrian influence was strong. Here too there
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had been a sister-kingdom, that of Samaria, which had
possessed its prophets and writers. Some of their
works at least would have probably found a place in
the library where "the men of Hezekiah" were
employed in re-editing ancient texts.
That such was actually the case is testified by the
Book of Hosea. Hosea was a northern prophet, and
his prophecies were delivered to the rulers and the
inhabitaf1ts of Samaria. But they have undergone a
revision in Judah ; in other -vvords, they have passed
through the hands of Jewish editors. Even the
introduction which assigns to them their date names
the contemporaneous kings of Judah rather than those
of Israel (Hos. i. r ), and there are passages where
the context shows that the name of Judah has been
substituted for that of Israel (e. g. viii. 14)> Perhaps
there are other passages where the prophecy has been
adapted to the needs of Judah. by the insertion of
words which refer to the southern kingdom.
Whether the library of Hezekiah contained other
literature besides that of Samaria cannot .be proved.
But it is not improbable that it did. The list of the
Edomite kings, given in the thirty-sixth chapter
of Genesis, for instance, may have been derived from
a document preserved in it, and if the Book of Jobor rather its Edomite original-is older than the age
of the Exile, it may also have been a work which was
edited, and as it were. Hebraised, by the Jewish
scribes. All this is possible, and the possibility
should not be neglected by literary criticism.
It has often been remarked that the prophecies of
Isaiah exhibit a wide acquaintanceship with the earlier
literature of his country. Here and there they contain
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passages whi.ch are quoted from older prophets and
adapted to the occasion for which he needed' them.
"The burden of Moab " (eh. xv., xvi.) is a notable
example of this. It breaks off in the middle of a
sentence, and the prophet adds : " This is the word
which the Lord spake concerning Moab long ago.
But now the Lord hath spoken " again, this time
defining the period within which the predictions
uttered " long ago " should come to pass. When we
remember that Isaiah was one of the advisers of
Hezekiah, and that he played a leading part in the
politics of the day, we naturally conclude that the
older prophecies which he used so freely formed part
of the literature of the royal library. We have _in
them fragments of the literary works which lay before
the prophet and his contemporaries. Indeed it may
be that Isaiah was himself the son of one of the scribes
who were attached to the library of the king. A seal
belonging to Dr. Grant-Bey of Cairo has upon it,
in Hebrew letters of the period before the Exile, the
name of ''. Amoz the scribe." Amoz was also the
name of the father of Isaiah, and as the name does
not seem to have been a v'ery common one, it is
possible that the father of the prophet and the scribe;
of the seal were one and the same.
There is another statement in the Book of Proverbs
which has received light from the decipherment of the
cuneiform monuments. This is to be found in the
first verse of . the thirty-first chapter, where the
true signification of the verse has been disguised in
the Authorise~ Version by an incorrect translation.
The verse should be rendered: "The words of Lemuel
the king of Massa which his mother taught him.'
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Massa is mentioned in Gen. xxv. 14 among the sons of
Ishmael, and is there associated with the Nabathceans,
the Kedarites,' and the people of Du mah and Terna.
In Gen. x. 23 Mash is, along with U z, one of the four
sons of Aram. Modern epigraphic discovery has
fully confirmed the accuracy of the latter assertion·
The N abathcean and other inscriptions found on the
rocks and tombs Of Northern Arabia have shown that
the older language of the country was Aramaic. It
was not until the followers of Mohammed swept northward and eastward, carrying with them the sword
and language of Islam, that Arabic, as' we now term
it, became the language of the northern portion of
the peninsula. In the days, not only of the Old
Testament, but of the New Testament as well, the
speech of the descendants of Ishmael was ~till for the
most part that of Aram.
It is possible that Mesha also, the western limit of
the children of Joktan (Gen. x. 30); was identical with
Massa and Mash. However that may be, there is
frequent mention of the latter country in the cuneiform inscriptions. It corresponded roughly with the
Arabia Petre.ea of the geographers. It was the desert
district which stretched away eastward and southward
of Babylonia. The "country of 'Mas"- is already
alluded to in the great Chaldcean Epic of Gilgames,
·and it was through the .desert of .Mas that Esarhaddon led his army in his expedition against the
tribes of Central Arabia. In the pre-Semitic period
of Babylonia it gave its name to the copper which
was brought from it; a Sumerian name of the metal
being kz'-mas, literally "(of) the land of Mas," which
was borrowed subsequently by the Semites under the
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form of keniassu. In the inscriptiohs of Tiglathpileser III. and · Assur-bani-pal, one of the tribes
'which inhabited this land of Mas is frequently called
the tribe of Ma' sa.
That the proverbs of a king of Massa should be
included in the literature of the Old Testament is of
'interest from several points of view. On the one hand
it makes it clear that the books with which the library
of Jerusalem was stored were not confined to the
works of Jewish or Israelitish authors. On the
other hand it indicates that the language spoken in
Massa was not very dissimilar from that spoken in
Palestine.
All this increases the probability that in the Book
of Job we have a genuine specimen of North Arabian
or Edomite literattire which has passed through the
hands of Jewish editors. This woulq explain to a
large extent the philological difficulties that meet us
in the book. We should expect to find in it idioms
and syntactical constructions which are different from
those of Hebrew, as well as words which are either
foreign ·to the Hebrew lexicon or else used in other
senses than those attached to them in Hebrew. That
Hebrew, the "language of Canaan," was spoken with
slight dialectical variations beyond the boundaries of
Canaan we know from the Moabite Stone, and the
Eclomite proper names which have been preserved.
make it probable that the language of Edom also was
substantially that of Judah. On the other hand U z
was not only the son of Aram and the brother of
Massa ; we learn from the Book of Lamentations
(iv.21) that Uz was further a district of Edom.
If we pass from the Book of Proverbs to the
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writings of the prophets we shall find abundant
example~ of the debt which historical criticism owes
to the revelations of the ancient monuments. The
date of Nahum, for instance, has thus been approxi~
mately fixed. In his denunciation of Nineveh the
prophet asks: "Art thou better than No-Amon? ...
Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity:
her young children also were dashed in pieces at the
top of all the streets" (Nah. iii. 8, ro). No-Amon,
"the No of Amon,'' called NI in the Assyrian inscriptions, was Thebes in Upper Egypt, whose protecting
divinity was Amon, the god to whom the· great temple
of Karnak was dedicated. The sack of Thebes to
which Nahum makes reference is described upon the
Assyrian monuments. Egypt had revolted from
Assyria under Urdaman the son of Tirhci-kah, and
summary vengeance, was accordingly taken by the
Assyrian generals. NI or Thebes, in which U rdaman
had taken refuge, was captured, and "swept like a
deluge." Its temples were destroyed, its inhabitants
enslaved, and its treasures carried away to Assyria.
Among other objects two obelisks which had stood
at" the entrance of the temple," and which were 2500
talents in weight, were transported as trophies of war
to Nineveh. All this happened during the early part
of the reign of Assur-bani-pal, about B.C. 665, and the
memory of the destruction of the ancient capital of
Egypt must have been still fresh in the minds of· the
neighbouring populations when the Hebrew prophet
. referred to it. The date of his prophecy, therefore,
cannot have been much later than B.C. 660 ; nor could
it have been earlier than B.C. 666.
It is probable that Professor Schrader is right in
I I
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the explanation he gives of another passage in the
minor prophets. In Hos. x. 14 we read that the
fortresses of Ephraim are to be spoiled, "as. Sh~lman
spoiled Beth-Arbel in the day of battle." It has
usually been assumed that in Shalman we are to see
the name of some Assyrian king or general, while
Beth-Arbel has often been identified with the Assyrian
city of Arbela. But though the name of more than
one king of Assyria is compounded with that of the
god Sulman or Sallimannu, the god of "peace," we
find none which consists of the divine name alone.
For this we have to look to the West. Apart from
Shelomoh or Solomon of Israel, the Assyrian .texts
make u's acquainted with a 'Salamanu king of Moab.
This 'Salamanu or Solomon was a tributary of Tiglathpileser III. and consequently a contemporary of
Hosea. It is probable therefore that he is the Shalman
to whose recent attack upon Israel the prophet
alludes, more especially as Beth-Arbel was the name
of an Israelitish town near Pella on the eastern side
of the Jordan, and thus in the line of Moabite
invasion.
There . is yet another passage upon which · the
cuneiform records have thrown light. In Obad. 20
it is said that the captives of Jerusalem were Hin
Sepharad." Sepharad is the 'Saparda of the cuneiform
inscriptions which we first hear of in connection wi~h
the closing days of the Assyrian empire. Its enemies
were gathering against it from the north-~ast, and
hundred days and nights of prayer to the Sun-god
were enjoined by the prophets in order thafhe.rnight
"remove the sin" of the people and deliver Nineveh
from its foes. Th~se foes consisted of Kastarit of
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Karu-kassi, Mamiti-arsu of the Medes, th~ Gimirra
or Kimmerians, and the people of the Minni and of
'Saparda. The Medes lay to the east of the Minni,
who again were the eastern neighbours of Ararat,
while the Kimmerian hordes had established themselves in the north and west of Asia Minor. We
have therefore to .look for the land of 'Saparda in the
same direction.
Its precise situation has lately been made known
to us by a cuneiform tablet published by Dr. Strassmaier.1 It is one of the numerous astronomical
tablets which belong to the era of the Seleukid and
Arsakid dynasties, and have been brought to the
British Museum from Babylonia. It is dated in "the
thirty-seventh year of Antiochus and Seleucus the
kings," that is to say in B.C. 275. In the previous
year it is stated that the king had collected his
troops and marched to the country of 'Saparda.
Here Antiochus left a garrison in order to face the
Egyptian army at the ford of the river.· It was not
until the following year that "the royal body-guard,
which had gone to 'Saparda the year before to meet
the king, returned to Seleucia the royal city which
lies upon the Tigris."
Classical history informs us that the campaign in
'Saparda here referred to was a campaign in Bithynia
and Galatia. Here then was the fand of Sepharad to
which the captives of Jerusalem were brought. The
fact points to a comparatively late date, since neither
the Assyrians nor the Babylonians held possession of
this northern portion ofAsia Minor. It formecl part,
however, of the empire of Cyrus which was re1

Zeitsclmft fiir Assyrt'ologie, vi. 3, pp. 235, 236,
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conquered by Darius Hystaspis. Darius organized it
into a satrapy, and in his: inscriptions it is named
between the satrapies of Kappadokia in Eastern Asia
Minor and Ionia in the West.
The northern confederacy which threatened Assyria
in the days of Esar-haddon II., and of which Kastarit
or Kyaxares was. the head, clears up certain passages
in the prophecies of Jeremiah which have hitherto
puzzled the commentator. In "the· judgment of
Babylon" the nations who are called upon to overthrow the city of the oppressor are neither Elam nor
Persia, but the Medes and "the kingdoms of Ararat,
Minni and Ashkenaz" (li. I 1, 27, 28). The Medes,
moreover, are not the Medes of the claBsical writers,
the Manda or "Nomads" of the cuneiform texts,
but the Mada, the true "Medes" of the Assyrian inscriptions. This is evident, partly because they are
associated with the nations of the north, and not with
Elam, partly because they are spoken of as governed
by "kings" and not by a single monarch. The
Manda of Ekba:tana were under a single rule1: ; the
Mcdes proper, on the other hand, as we know from
the monuments, obeyed a number of different princes.
The kingdom of Minni adjoined that of Ararat on
the south-east. Ararat, as we have seen, was the
name given by the Assyrians and Hebrews to the
country called Biainas in the native inscriptions, the
capital of which was at Van, while the Minni of
Scripture are termed Manna in the Assyrian texts
and Mana in those of Van. Ashkenaz seems to
be the Asguza of the Assyrian monuments which is
spoken of by Esar-haddon in connection with the
Manna; at all events, if it is not Asguza, there is
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no other country known to the cuneiform inscriptions
with which it can be identified.
It is clear, therefore, that the political situation
presupposed in "the word which the Lord spake
against Babylon and againstthe land of the Chaldceans
by Jeremiah the prophet" is not that of the time of
Cyrus. Ararat is still a formidable power, and the
place of the Manda over whom Astyages ruled is
taken by t:he Medes, by Minni, and by Ashkenaz.
If we turn to the prayers addressed to the Sun-god
by the king of Nineveh at the time when his
kingdom and capital were being threatened by the
northern hosts, we cannot fail to be struck by their
parallelism. with the prophecy of Jeremiah. The
enemies against whom the Assyrian monarch lifts
up his prayers are the enemies whom Jeremiah
summons to march against Babylon. "0 Sun-god,
great lord, I beseech thee," says Esar-haddon of
Assyria. "0 god of fixed destiny, remove our sin !
Kastarit, lord of the city of Kar-kassi, has sent to
Mamiti-arsu, lord of the city of the Medes, saying:
vVe are confederate with one another; let us revolt
from the country of Assyria . . . . Kastarit with his
soldiers, the soldiers of the Kimmerians (Gomer), the
soldiers of the Medes, the soldiers of the Minni . ; ..
have taken the city of Kisassu . . . . into their hands
thy great divinity is being delivered." Kar-kassi
seems to have been in the country of Ararat, while
Ashkenaz, according to the tenth chapter of Genesis,
was the eldest son of Gomer.
It may be'that the prophecy of Jeremiah was one
which had first been uttered against Nineveh, and
adapted subsequently to the political circumstances
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of a later time. That such adaptations of older
prophecies were not infrequent vie already know;
Isaiah's prophecy of the coming doom of Moab is an
illustration of them. It is therefore possible that in
Jerenifah's denunciation of Babylon the prophet has
made use of some earlier prophecy of which Nineveh
was the burden. But it is also possible that the
prophecy belongs to a time when Babylon had
already taken the place of Nineveh as the seat and
capital -of oriental despotism, but when in other
respects the political condition of Western Asia still
remained what it was in the closing, days of the
Assyrian empire.
lri. any case the prophecy must be earlier than the
age of the "Second Isaiah" to which modern criticism
has so often referred it. Upon this point, at all
events, the evidence of the monuments is clear. The
nations who are called upon: .to take vengeance npon
Babylon are the nations of the north (]er. I. -3) ;
Cyrus of Elam and Persia has not yet appeared
upohthe scene. Ararat is still a formidable power,
like Minni, it; has not as yet been absorbed into the
empire of Cyrus; and in place of Astyages, king of
the nomad Manda of Ekbatana, it is, " the kings of
the Medes" who are "consecrated" to the· holy· war
CJ er. Ii. 28). N ebuchadrezzar is still the ruler of
· Babylon; the days are as yet far off when his
dynasty has perished and his throne been usurped
by Naboi1idos.
There is yet another of the prophetical writings
upon whkh the cuneiform monuments of Assyria and
J?abylonia might be expected to throw light. This
is the Book of Jonah. Nineveh and not Jerusalem is
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the s11bject and centre of it, and the story it contains
w.ould seem. fitter· to have been preserved in the
library of Nineveh than in the library of Jerusalem .
. At present, however, the Assyriologist can add but
little to the discussions and controversies of which
the book has been the subject. The name of the
Assyrian king .is not mentioned ; indec:d, he is called
"the king o'f Nineveh,'' a title that could never have
been applied to him in Assyria, nor at a time when
the Assyrian empire was still in existence. Had the
Book ·of Jonah· been compiled while the power of
Assyria was still felt and feared in the West, we
should have heard, as in the Books of Kings and
Isaiah, of "the great king," "the king of Assyria."
Professor Schrader has pointed out a further
indication that the compilation of the book .belongs
to a later period than the age of the prophet "Jonah
the son of Amihai" (2 Kings xiv. 25). Nineveh is
said to have been "an exceeding great city of three
days' journey" (Jon. iii. 3), and to have contained
r 20,000 children "who could not discern between
their right hand and their left hand" (Jon. iv. I I).
These statements are in strict accordance with actual
facts if we include within the circuit of Nineveh not
only Nineveh itself, the modern Kouyunjik, but also
Calah in the south (now Nimrud) and Dur~Sargon
(now Khorsabad) in the north. The circumference
of the whole of this district is about ninety miles,
which may be roughly described as a three days'
journey. Dur-Sargon, however, was not built until
the reign of Sargon, a hundred years later than the
time ·when Jonah of Gath-Hepher delivered his
prophecies in the kingdom of Samaria.
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Dr. Trumbull has lately called attention to the
parallelism that exists between the earlier history of
Jonah and that of the divine monster, half man and
half fish, from whom the Babylonians believed they
had derived the elements of culture and civilisation. 1
Jonah, we are told, was thrown as a sacrifice into the
sea and swallowed by a great fish, in whose belly he
remained three days and three nights. At the end
of that time he was cast forth upon the dry land, and
thereupon proceeded to Nineveh, there to "preach"
as the Lord had commanded him. The Babylonian
legend was told by the Chaldcean Berossos in the
following words" In the first year (of the world) there appeared,
rising up from the Persian Gulf, a being endowed
with reason whose name was Oannes. The body of
this monster was that of a fish, but below the fish's
head was a second head which was that of a man,
together with the feet of a man which issued from
his tail, and with the voice of a man; an image of
him is preserved to this day. This being passed the
day among men, but without. taking any food, _teach·
ing them letters, sciences, and the first principles of
every art, how to found cities, to construct temples,
to measure and assign limits to land, how to sow and
reap; in short everything that can soften manners
and constitute civilisation, so that from that time
forward no one has invented anything new. Then
at sunset this monster Oannes descended again into
the sea and spent the night among the waves, for he
was amphibious. Afterwards there appeared several
other similar creatures. . . . Oannes wrote a book
1

See Journal of Bi'bli'cal Li'terature, xi.
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on the origin of things and the rules of civiHsation,
which he delivered to mankind." 1
It is possible to trace a resemblance between even
the name of Jonah and that of Oannes, especially
when we find that the latter name is also written
Iannes. 2 It may be that the Hebrew writer identified
the Babylonian teacher with. the prophet of his own
nation. But it is also possible that in the name of
Jonah ~we have to see Yavan u "the Greek." In the
time of Sargon (B.C.) 7 I r the Greeks were already
so numerous on the coast of Palestine as to permit a
"Yavanu" or "Greek" "who had no right to the
throne" to become king of Ashdod. 3 When first we
hear of] onah he is making his way to the Phcenician
port of J oppa, and his destination is Tarshish in the
far West.
All this, however, is mere matter of speculation ;
what is more certain is that the fast ordained by the
"king of Nineveh" (Jon. iii. 5, 6) finds its parallel in
the cuneiform tablets. It was just such a fast as was
ordained_ by Esar-haddon II. when the northern foe
was gathering against the Assyrian empire, and
.prayers were raised to the Sun-god to "remove the
sin" of the king and his people. "From this day,"
runs the inscription, "from the third day of this
month, even the month Iyyar, to the fifteenth day
Ensebius: "Chron. armen.,'' p. 9, ed. Mai;. Syncellus, p. 28.
By Pindai', according to the" Philosophoumena," v. 7, p. 97j
ed. Muller. Hyginus (" Fabul." 274) makes it Euahanes, and
Helladius (ajJ. Photium: "Biblioth." 279) Oes.
a· According to Stephanus Byzantinus (s.v. 'I6vwv) Gaza 'vas
also called I6ne, while the sea between Gaza and the frontier of
Egypt was called " Ionian."
1

2
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of Ab of this year, for these hundred days (and)
hundred nights the prophets have proeiaimed (a
period of supplication)." The prophets of Nineveh
had declared that it was needful to appease the
anger of heaven, and the king accordingly issued
his proclamation enjoining the solemn service of
humiliation for one hundred days.
The Book of· Jonah, the scene of which is mainly
Nineveh, leads fittingly to the Book of Daniel, of
which Babylon forms the background. Here, if
anywhere, would be the: plac~ to turn aside from the
history and archceology of the ancient monument.s to
their philological bearing upon the·fanguage of th.e
Old Testament. Some of the strongest weapons .of
the "higher" criticism are drawn from tl;ie armoury
of the Hebrew language, and conclusions as to. the
date of a particular passage or book have again and
again been based on the occurrence of words. and
idioms supposed to be of late date, or of Persian and
Greek origin. On the philological side the decipherment of the cuneiform texts has opened up a· new
and wide field. of view to the Biblical student. The
dialects of Babylonia and Assyria were closely allied
to Hebrew; they must moreover have influenced the
Hebrew language, not only during the Babylonian
Exile but also during the earlier period of Assyrian
influence in the West. In the Babylonian and
Assyrian inscriptions we have a series of texts, a
large part of which have come to us from the hands
of their first writers, and have therefore been preserved from the corruptions which are the necessary
lot of all ancient documents when once the language
of them has ceased to be that of their copyists. The
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Assyro-Babylonian texts, moreover, go back to a
remote period in the history of civilised humanity,
and we can follow them step by step through the
long centuries of Babylonian and Assyrian culture.
In these precious contemporaneous documents therefore we have a picture not only of the life and
thoughts and history of the people, but also of the
language they spoke and of the various phases
through which it passed. There is no possibility
here of asserting that a particular document must
be of late date because a word or an idiom which is
found in it is in the opinion of the critic of the time
of the Greek Alexander ; the age of most cuneiform
texts is fixed without the aid of the philologist, and
it is the philologist who has to accept the date
furnished him by the archceologist.
If therefore the Assyrian representative of a
Hebrew word is met with in an inscription of early
date, it is no longer permissible for the Biblical critic
to maintain that the word in question is of Greek
origin or the formation of a recent age. One or two
examples will illustrate the force of this argument.
In the Song of Songs (iii. 9) we meet with the word
appiryfJn, usually translated "a litter." The word has
been supposed to have been borrowed from Greek,
appiryfJn being a Hebrew modification of the Greek
<f>opi:fov, and the composition of the Song of Songs
has been accordingly assigned to the epoch of
Alexander the Great and his successors, when Greek
influence made itself strongly felt for the first time
in Palestine. But all such conclusions and speculations have been overthrown by .the discovery of the
Assyrian equivalent ofappiryfJn, aparne, in one of the
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so-called Kappadokian cuneiform tablets. These are
records of the loan of money and other objects
which have been discovered in Kappadokia, and are
memorials of an Assyrian colony once settled in that
part of Asia Minor. They are of early date, probably, indeed, as early as the age of the Tel
el-Amarna tablets, that is to say the fifteenth century
before the Christian era. Already, therefore, the
word aparnt or appiry6n was known to the Semites,
and its occurrence in a Biblical book ceases to be a
criterion of the period to which the book must be
assigned. 1
As a second example let us take the word 'iggereth,
which occurs in the Books of Chronicles, Nehemiah
and Esther in the sense of "a letter," Hebrew
philologists had little doubt that it was of Persian
derivation, the Persian original beirig engdre " a
writing," from which the Greek liyyapo~ was derived.
But we now know that 'iggereth has an Assyro1 The case wot1ld be different with the word parde's "garden"
or "paradise," which occurs in Cant. iv. 13, if we could be st1re
that the reading is correct. Parde's, like the Greek ?rapaoE1uo~,
was borrowed from. Persian, its Zend equivalent being pairi·
daeza, from which the Sanskrit paradesa and Arabic jirdaus are
also derived. But 1 believe that the reading is corrupt, and that
the word which originally stood in the text was a loan-word
(pare's) from the Assyrian pir's1t. Pir'stt comes from a root
which means "to divide" or "separate," and it had the signification of a "garden." Nothing wottld have been more natural
than for a copyist .of a later period to have regarded the un·
familiar pare's as a mistake for parde's and to have altered it
accordingly. Both were aliens in the Hebrew lexicon, but
whereas the one would have belonged only to the earlie1' age
of Hebrew literature, parde's was a word which st1cceeded in
forcing its way into the later vocabulary of Hebrew speech.
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Babylonian origin, and is really borrowed from the
Assyrian egirtu which signifies "a letter," more
especially one which was sent by the royal post.
Just as the decipherment of the cuneiform inscriptions has expelled from the pages of the Hebrew
lexicon the explanations which _Sanskrit was once
supposed to afford of such proper names·as Tiglathpileser and Sennacherib, so also has it expelled many
of the Persian 'etymologies which were formerly
.proposed for certain Hebrew words. Tiplt'sar, for
instance (Jer. li. 27); which was supposed to mean
."captain," and to have been introduced from the
:f ersian language, turns out to be the Babylonian
dup-' sarru " a scribe," itself borrowed by the Babylonian Semites from the old non-Semitic Sumerian
dup-'sar or" tablet-writer." It is, in fact, an abiding
testimony to the use of clay tablets for writing
purposes among the early population of Chaldcea.
Dup was the tablet on the soft clay of which the
cuneiform or wedge-shaped characters were impressed by the stylus, and though a time came when
it was used to signify other writing materials besides
those of clay, it continued to the last to denote more
especially the favourite Babylonian and Assyrian
substitute for papyrus or leather.
But the decipherment, of the cuneiform inscriptions
has done _more than explode the Persian or Sanskrit etymologies of· Hebrew words. It has made it
pretty clear that no Persian influence could have
been exerted upon either the Jews or their language
before the fall of the Babylonian Empire. We have
numberless contract-tablets from Babylonia which
belong to the age of Nebuchadrezzar and his sue-
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cessors, and we look in vain in them for any traces
of Persian influence. And yet these tablets represent
the language of every-day commercial life, and if
Persian terms were to be found anywhere in Babylonia, it would· be here that we should have to look
for them. The Babylonian language would necessarily have· been affected by Persian influence before
that influence could have been felt in Hebrew; it
would have been only through Babylonia that Persia
could have affected the language of the Jewish exiles.
If, therefore, the language of· Babylonia shows no
contact with Persia, much less would any be shown
by the language of Israel. Before the conquest of
Babylonia by Cyrus, or rather by Darius, there
could have been no direct and immediate, intercourse
between the exiles from Judah and the natives of
Persia. Wherever therefore we find in the Old
Testament clear traces of Persian influence, we may
be sure that we are dealing with documents that
did not take their present shape before the reign of
Darius.
On the other hand, cuneiform decipherment has
made it questionable whether the occurrence of words
which may be of Greek origin is equally certain
evidence of a late date. As we have seen, there were
Greek colonies on the coast of Palestine in the time
of Hezekiah, and they already enjoyed so much
power there that a Greek usurper was made king of
Ashdod. The Tel el-Ainarna tablets have enabled'
us to carry back a contact between· Greece and
Canaan to a still earlier period. In one of them
mention is· made of a Yivana or " Ionian," who went
on a mission in the country about Tyre. Dr. Peters
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furthermore tells us that the American Expedition to
Babylonia has discovered at Niffer magnesite from
Eubrea a~ong the remains of the Kassite dynasty,
which ended in B.C. 1229.
It is thus possible that there was intercourse and
contact b~tween the Canaanites or Hebrews in
Palestine and the Greeks of the ..tEgean as far back
as the age of Moses, and if so, that the languages of
Greece and Canaan borrowed a few words on_e from
the ·other at a period far earlier than has hitherto
been supposed. The word mekheroth 'in the Blessing
of Jacob (Gen. xlix. 5), which is rendered "instru~
ments '' in the Authorised Version, has often been
identified with the Greek µ&xaipa "a sword" : it is
now quite possible to accept this derivation, and yet
at the. same time to maintain the eady date of the
passage in which the word is found. Lappzd " a
torch " is another word which may be a loan from
Greek. It has no satisfactory etymology in the
Semitic languages, while the Greek A.aµ7Tas is connected with the root of A.aµ7Tw, and therefore cannot
have been borrowed from abroad. Lapptd is found
iR Genesis (xv. 17) and Isaiah (lxii. 1), and Lapidoth
was the husband of Deborah (Jud. xiv. 4). Even the·
Hebrew name of "wine," yayz'n or yaz'n, which appears
as tnu in .Assyrian, is almost certainly borrowed from
Greek. The vine was not a native of the countries
in which the Semitic peoples lived, while the naturalists tell us that it was indigenous in Armenia and the
Balkans. Yayz'n, moreover, like lapptd, has no Semitic etymology. We may therefore see in it a word
which came to the inhabitants of Canaan from the
west or the north, and was by them handed on to
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their kinsfolk in Assyria. 1 In .Assyria, however, it
never took root ; the word used for "wine" by the
writers of the cuneiform texts is a different one, and
fntt is preserved only in the lexical lists, which were
intended to explain foreign or rare words.
Philology apart from archceology is not always a
safe criterion for the age and date of a book. The
conclusions of "the literary analyst" are doubtless
valuable, but they need to be controlled by archceologi'cal evidence. The existence of Persian words in
a book of the Old Testament does not of itself prove
anything, except contact with the Persian people and
language; it is only when the archceologist steps in
and shows that such contact could not have taken
place before a certain date, that the facts presented
by the philologist become of use in det~rmining the
age of the document in which they occur. Once
more, therefore, we are brought to see that in settling ·
the disputed questions of the "higher criticism" it is
to archceology that the first· appeal must be made.
In the· facts of archceology we have to look for the
tests by which the conclusions of the critic must
stand or fall. A crucial instance is afforded by the
Book of Daniel, and to the Book of Daniel we will
no~ proceed.
1

See my letter in the Academy, Oct. 22, !892, pp. 365, 366.

CHAPTER X1.
THE BOOKS OF DANIEL AND EZRA.1
UNTIL quite recently it was assumed that we were
well acquainted with the main outline of the events
which led to the fall of the Babylonian empire and
the rise of that of the Persians. We had received the
story of t.hem from two sources, the one Biblical and
the pther classical, and the Old Testament writers
agreed sufficiently with those of Greece to warrant us
in believing that the. picture presented · to us was
substantially correct.
In one or two points only
was there divergence. While our Greek authorities
made Nabonidos the last king of the Babylonian
empire, the Book of Daniel substituted for him "Belshazzar, the son of Nebuchadnezzar." In the same
Book also " Darius the Mede" made his appearance
by the side of Cyrus "the Persian," whereas no trace
of the Media'n prince could be found in the classical
authors, unless perhaps in the Kyaxares of Xenophon's romance, the Cyropcedi'a.
In the main outlines of the story, however, there
was agreement. From both alike we learned that
1

It is but right to note here that some of Professor Sayce's
views on the Book of Daniel are not shared by other authorities.
See the article Danz'el in the new edition of the Bz'b!e Dz'ctz'onary,
and the late Professor Fuller's articles in the Ex.posz'lor, 3rd
Series, Vols. I. and II., "The Book of Daniel in the light of
recent research and discovery." [lVote of Tract Committee.]
KK
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Cyrus was king of Persia and the founder of the
Persian empire, that Babylon was taken after a long
siege, and that the conquest of Babylon by Cyrus
was a work of time and difficulty. The overthrow of
Bel and Nebo to which the Hebrew prophet had
looked forward was literally accomplished ; Cyrus
w::ivs an adherent of Zoroastrian dualism with its
abhorrence of idolatry, and his conquest of Babylonia brought with it the fall of the Babylonian
religion. He was not only a Messiah, he was also a
monotheist, whose sympathy with the faith of Israel
permitted the Jewish exiles to return to their own
land, and there rebuild the temple of their fathers.
Herodotos and the Books of the Old Testament
seemed to agree in" presenting us with this picture of
ancient history. And there was nothing either in
the Hebrew Scriptures or in the writers of Greece
and Rome which appeared to cast any doubt upori it,
or to suggest that it required modification. What
our manuals of ancient history told us about Cyrus
and Astyages and N abonidos seemed to be among
the most certain of the facts which had come down
to us from the past. No one dreamed of disputing or
doubting them.
And yet it is just this portion of ancient history
which the archceological discoveries of the last few
years have obliged us to remodel and reconstruct.
We now possess the actual records of N abonidos· and
Cyrus written· by their instructions, and as it were'
under their own- eyes, in the language and characters
of Babylonia. They are records the truth of which
cannot be doubted. They are official records, drawn
up at a time when the events to which they refer had
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but just happened, and although one is a record of
Nabonidos and the· others of his conqueror Cyrus,
·they are in full harmony with one another. It may
be indeed that in the case of Cyrus the Babylonian
priests have coloured the language of the record in
accordance with their own views a'nd prejudices, but
the evidence of the inscriptions of Nabonidos, as well
as the .anpalistic character of one of the documents,
shows that it was a colouring only and nothing
more.
In order properly to understand and appreciate the
importance of our new sources of information, it is
necessary to give them in full. First in importance
comes what is termed the Annalistic Tablet of
Cyrus. It is a cuneiform tablet first brought to light
by Mr. Pinches in 1880, which gives a summary account of the reign of Nabonidos, and of his conquest
by Cyrus. The object of it was twofold; on the one
hand to chronicle the events of the previous seventeen
years, on the other to trace the rise of the power of
Cyrus, and to prove that his conquest of Babylon
was due to the impiety of Nabonidos. The chosen
of Bel-Merodach, the true worshipper of the gods of
Babylonia was Cyrus and not Nabon.iclos.
The beginning of the tablet is unfortunately broken.
WJ;iere the sense first becomes clear, mention is made
of the country of Hamath, in which the Babylonian
army had been encamped during the month of Tebet
or December. In the following year the army
marched to Mount Amanus and the Mediterranean.
After this we read as follows" Astyages (Istuvegu) gathered [his forces] and
marched against Cyrus king of Ansan, and [joined
battle ?]. The army of Astyages revolted against
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him and seized [him] with the hands ; to Cyrus they
,de[livered him]. Cyrus marched against the country
of Ekbatana (Agamtanu) the royal city. Silver,
gold, goods and chattels, [the spoil] of the country of
Ekbatana, they carried away, and to the country of
Ansan he brought. The goods and chattels were
deposited in [Ansan].
"In the seventh year (B.C. 548) king (N abonidos)
was in Teva (the western suburb of Babylon); the
king's son, the nobles and his soldiers were in the
country of Accad (Northern Babylonia). [The king in
the month Nisan] did not go to Babylon. Nebo did not
go to Babylon; Bel came not forth; the [new year's]
festival [took placeJ ; they offered sacrifices as [peaceofferings] to the gods of Babylon and Borsippa in the
temples of E-Saggil and E-Zida.
" In the eighth year (no event happened).
"Jn the ninth year N abonidos the king was in Teva.
The king's son, the nobles and the soldiers were in
the country of Accad. The king did not go to
Babylon in the month of Nisan. Nebo did not go
to Babylon; Bel came not forth; the new year's
festival took place. They offered sacrifices as peaceofferings to the gods of Babylon and Borsippa in
E-Saggil and E-Zida. The fifth day of the month
Nisan the mother of the king who was in the fortress
of the camp on the Euphrates above Sippara died.
The king's son and his soldiers mourned for three
days. There was lamentation. In the month Sivan
there was lamentation in the country of Acc·ad over
the mother of. the king. In the month Nisa.n Cyrus
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king of the country of Persia collected his army and
crossed the Tigris below Arbela, and in the month
Jyyar [marched] against the country of the Sute (or
Bedawin). He slew its king ; his goods he captured ;
he ascended the country. [He departed again J after
his ascent, and a king existed there again.

"In the tenth year the king was in Teva; the king's
son, the nobles and his soldiers were in the country
of Accad .• The king in the month [Nisan did not go
to Babylon]. Nebo did not go to Babylon; Bel came
not forth ; the new year's festival took place. They
offered sacrifices as peace-offerings to the gods of
Babylon and Borsippa in E-[Saggil and E-Zida]. On
the twenty-~rst. of the month Sivan ... of the
country of Elam, in the country of Accad . . . a
governor in the city of Erech ...1
"In the eleventh year the king was in Teva; the
king's son, the nobles and his soldiers were in the
country of Accad. [In the month Nisan the king did
not go to Babylon.] The king did not come forth to
Bel [in the month Elul]. The new year's festival took
place. They offered sacrifices [as peace-offerings to
the gods of] Babylon [and Borsippa in E-Saggil and
E~Waj~
.
Here the tablet is broken. Where it again becomes
intelligible the translatiQn is as follows" And the lower sea (the Persian Gulf) revolted ...
Bel came forth ; the new year's festival as a peace1 It is possible that the lacunw in this passage should be
supplied thus : " [ Cyrus, king] of the country of Elam [descended] into the country of Accad ; [he appointed] a governqr
in the city ofErech,"
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offering was kept ; in the month . ~ . [Lugal-banda
and the ·other gods] of Marad, Zamama and the
other gods of Kis, and Beltis and the other gods of
Kharsak-kalama entered Babylon ; at the encl of
the month Elul the gods of the country of Accad
which are above the sky and below the sky entered
Babylon; the gods of Borsippa, Kutha and Sippara
did not enter. In the month Tammi1z (June) when
Cyrus had delivered battle against the soldiers of
Accad in the city of Rutu (?) on the banks of the
river Nizallat, when the men of Accad also had delivered battle, the men of Accad raised a revolt: some
persons were slain. On the fourteenth day of the
month Sippara was taken without fighting ; N abonidos fled. On the sixteenth day Gobryas (Bgbaru), the
governor of the country of Kurdistan (Gutillm), and
the soldiers of Cyrus entered Babylon without fighting. Afterwards Nabonidos was captured after being
bound in Babylon. At the end of the month Tammuz the javelin-throwers of the country of Kurdistan
guarded the gates of E-Saggil ; no cessation of services took place in E-Saggil and the other temples,
but no special festival was observed. The third day
of the month Marchesvan (October) Cyrus entered
Babylon. Dissensions were allayed before him. Peace
to the city did Cyrus establish, peace to all the pro·
vince of Babylon did· Gobryas his governor proclaim.
Governors in Babylon he ,. appointed. From the
month Chisleu to the month Adar (November to
February) the gods of the country of Accad, whom
Nabonidos had transferred. to Babylon, returned to
their own cities. The eleventh day of the month Marchesvan, during the night, Gobryas was on the bank
of the river • • • The wife of the king died. From
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the twenty-seventh day of Adar to the third d;;i.y of
Nisan there was lamentation in the country of Accad;
all the people smote their heads. On the fourth day
I{ambyses the son of Cyrus conducted the burial at
the temple of the Sceptre of the world. The priest of
the temple of the Sceptre of Nebo, who upbears the
sceptre [of Nebo in the temple of the god], in an
Elamite robe took the hands of Nebo ... the son of
the king (Kambyses) [offered] free-will offerings in
full to ten times [the usual amount]. He confined to
E-Saggil the [image] of N ebo. Vidims before Bel
to ten times [the usual amount he sacrificed]."
The rest of the text is destroyed, but the fragments
. of it which remain indicate that it described the
various attempts made by Cyrus and his son Kam·
byses after the overthrow of N abonidos to settle the
affairs of Babylonia and conciliate the priesthood.
We must now pass on to anotf1er inscription, which
was drawn up by Cyrus soon after his conquest of
Chaldcea, and in which we may see a manifesto of
his policy and of the claim he made to be the legitimate successor of the older Babylonian monarchs.
He had been called to the throne, he tells us, by BelMerodach, who had rejected the impious usurper
N abonidos, and he thus held the sovereignty by the
same right as David had done in Israel. In reading
the words of Cyrus we are irresistibly reminded of
the language in which the Books of Samuel describe
the rejection of Saul and the selection of David in
his place.
But it is not only the Books of Samuel of which
the inscription reminds us, there are other books and
passages in the Old Testament to the language of
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which it presents a remarkable resemblance. It is,
in fact, the most Hebraic of all the· cuneiform texts
known to us, and on this account is more than usually
difficult to translate. We are sometimes left in u!1certainty as to where a sentence ought to end or
begin, and a double translation of the passage thus
becomes possible. The construction of the sentences
is often wanting in that simplicity which generally
distinguishes the syntax of the Babylonian and Assyrian monuments; we are reminded by it of the language of the later Hebrew prophets which similarly
gives occasion to a disputed interpretation. Even
the vocabulary of the inscription is not altogether
free from what we may term a Hebraism. Twice 'vv_e
find 1nalku, the Hebrew melech, used in the sense of
"king," in the place of sarru, the Hebrew s~r. Everywhere else in cuneiform literature sarru is the "king,"
malku the subordinate "prince." It is only here that
the Hebrew usage is followed, according to which
meleclt was the " king" and sar tl;ie " prince.''
The inscription is engraved on a cylinder, ahd was
first published, with translation and commentary, by
Sir Henry Rawlinson in 1880. The commencement
and conclusion of it are destroyed ; what remains is
as follows: "[Nabonidos] commanded for Ur and the
other cities what did not befit them ... the costly
duty of the daily sacrifice he caused to cease . . . he
had established within th,t'! city .(of Babylon) the
worship of Meroc1ach the king of the gods (alone)
Attheir complaining Bel (the lord) of the gods
was mightily wrathful, and [the men deserted ?] their
abode. The gods who dwelt among them left their
habitations in wrath when they were made to enter
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Babylon. Merodach in . . . journeyed to all peoples
wherever they are found, and visited the men of
Sumer and Accad who are like his own. body . . . he
granted mercy to all peoples, even all of them ; he
rejoiced and fed them; he appointed also a prince
who should guide in righteousness the wish of the
heart which his hand upholds, even Cyrus the king
of the city of Ansan ; he has prophesied his name for
sovereignty; all men everywhere commemorate his
name. The country of Kurdistan and all the people
of the Manda he has subjected to his feet; the men
of the black heads (of Babylonia) he has caused his
hand to conquer. In justice and righteousness has he
governed them. Merodach, the great lord, the restorer
of his people, beheld with joy the deeds of his vicegerent who was righteous in hand and heart. To his
city of Babylon he summoned his march; he bade
him also take the road to Babylon; like a friend and
a comrade he went at his side. The weapons of his
vast army, whose number like the waters of a river
could not _be known, were marshalled in order, and it
spread itself at his feet. Without fighting and battle
(Merodach) caused him to enter into Babylon ; his
city of Babylon he spared ; in a hiding-place N abonidos the king, who revered him not, did he give into
his hand. The men of Babylon, all of them, and the
whole of Sumer and Accad, the nobles and the highpriest, bowed themselves beneath him; they kissed
his feet ; they rejoiced at his sovereignty; their countenances shone. Bel who through trust in himself
raises the dead to life, who benefits all men in difficulty
and fear, has in goodness drawn nigh to him, has
rpa,de strong his name. I am Cyrus the king of
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multitudes, the great king, the powerful king, the
king of Babylon, the king of Sumer and Accad, the
king of the four zones, the son of Kambyses, the
great king, the king of the city of Ansan ; the grandson of Cyrus, the great king, the king of the city of
Ansan; the great-grandson of Teispes, the great king,
the king of the city of Ansan ; of the ancient seedwyal, whose rule Bel and Nebo love, whose sovereignty
they desire according to the goodness of their hearts.
When I entered into Babylon in peace, with joy and
gladness I founded the seat of dominion in the palace
of the princes. Merodach the great lord enlarged my
heart; the sons of Babylon and [its cities] on that
day I appointed as his ministers. My vast ar.my
spread itself peacefully in the midst 9f Babylon ;
throughout [Sumer and] Accad I permitted no gainsayer. Babylon and all its cities I governed in peace.
The sons of Babylon [and its cities 'gave me] the
fulness of their hearts and bore my yoke ; and their
lives, their seat and their ruins I restored. I delivered
their prisoners. For my work .. Merodach the great
lord established a decree; unto me, Cyrus, the king,
his worshipper, and Kambyses my son, the offsprin-g
of my heart, and to all my people, he graciously drew
nigh, and in peace before them we duly [reigned].
All the kings who inhabit the high place.s of all regions
from the Upper Sea (of Lake Van) to the Lower Sea
(of the Persian Gulf), the inhabitants of the intands,
the kings of Syria and the inhabitants of tents, all of
them brought their rich tribute, and in Babylon kissed
my feet. From [the city of ...] to the cities of Assur
and Arbela (?), Accad, the land of Umlias, the cities
of Zamba,n, Me-Turna,t and Pur-ili,, as far as ~h«
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frontier of Kurdistan, the cities [which .lie upon] the
Tigris, whose seats had been established from of old,
I restored the gods who dwelt within them to their
places, and I founded for them a seat that should be:
long-enduring ; all their peoples I collected and I
restored their habitations. And the gods of Sumer
and Accad, whom Nabonidos, to the anger of (Merodach) the lord of the gods, had brought into Babylon,
by the command of Merodach the great lord I settled
peacefully in their sanctuaries in seats which their
hearts desired. May all the gods whom I have
brought into their own cities intercede daily before
Bel and Nebo that my days be long, may they pronounce blessings upon me, and may they say to
Merodach my lord : 'Let Cyrus the king, thy· wor-'
shipper, and Kambyses his son [accomplish the desire]
of their hearts; [let thern enjoy length] of days.'"
After this the text is too much injured for a translation
cif it to be possible. Mention, however, is made of
the offerings presented by Cyrus to the temples of the
Babylonian deities; beyond this nothing is clear.
Before we proceed to consider the facts disclosed
to us by these two monuments of the great Asiatic
conqueror, and .the wholly new aspect of the history o~
his reign which they present to us, it will be as well to
give an extract from an inscription of N abonidos
compiled soon after the overthrow of Astyages in B.C.
549, when Cyrus was first beginning his career of
conquest. The inscription records the restoration of
the great temple of the Moon-god at Harran by the
Babylonian monarch in accordance with a dream.
Nabonidos tells us: "E-Khulkhul, the temple of the
Moon-god whic;h is in the city of Harrani within
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which since days remote Sin (th~ Moon-god) the'great
lord has founded the habitation of his heart's delight,
with this city and temple his heart was enraged, and
he caused the people of the Manda to come, and they·
destroyed this temple, and caused it to go to ruin.' In
my firmly established reign Bel the great lord in his
love of my sov:ereignty has granted peace to this city
and temple, has accorded mercy. At the beginning
of my long-enduring reign Merodach the great lord
and Sin, the light of heaven and earth, caused me to
behold a dream ; they stood on either side of me ;
Merodach spoke with nie : 0 Nabonidos, king of
Babylon, with the horses of thy chariot bring bricks,
build E-Khulkhul, and let Sin the great lord establish
'his seat within it. Reverently I answered,the lord of
the gods Merodach : As for this temple which thou
orderest to be built the people of the Manda surround
it and noisome are their forces. Merodach again
spoke with me: The people of the Manda .of whom
thou speakest, they, their land, and the kings who are
their allies, exist no more. In the third year, when
it shall arrive, I will cause them to come, and Cyrus
the king of Anzan, their little servant, with his little
army shall overthrow .the widespread people of the
Manda ; he shall capture Istuvegu, the king of the
people of the Manda, and bring him a prisoner
to his own country. Such was the word of the
great lord Merodach, and of Sin, the light of heaven
and earth, whose promises change not. Unto
their supreme promises I attended reverently; I
prostrated myself, I made prostrations, and my face
was troubled ; I turned not or withdrew my side
(where I lay). Moreover I caused my vast armies to
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come from the land of Gaza on the frontier of Egypt,
and the Upper Sea beyond the Euphrates· as far as·
the Lower Sea, kings, princes, priests and my widespread peoples, whom Sin, Samas and Istar my lords
have entrusted to me, in order that they might rebuild
E-Khulkhui' the temple of Sin my lord who marches
beside me, which is in the city of Harran."
Nabonidos had been an usurper, the son of Nebobaladhsu-ikbi, and in no way related to the family of
Nebuchadrezzar. That had come to an end in the
person of Evil-Merodach, who had been murdered by
N ergal-sharezer, his sister's husband. But the crown
was not destined to remain long in the family of
Nergal-sharezer. His infant son was put to death
soon after his own decease, and the throne was seized
by N a:bonidos.
. Recent researches seem to show that Nebuchadrezzar had been by race a Kaldu or Chaldcean, and
therefore not of pure Babylonian descent. N abonidos,
on the contrary, came forward as the representative
and successor of the ancient Babylonian kings. He
spent his time not only in restoring the older shrines
and temples of the country, but also in digging up
their foundation-stones, in order to read the buried
records of the early princes who had erected them,
and so to verify the historical traditions of Babylonia.
Babylonia, however, was a land of mixed nationalities; it was in the capital Babylon that the purest
representatives of the true Babylonian race were to
be found, and it was around E-Saggil, the great
temple of Bel Merodach at Babylon, that the
national life and history mainly gathered. The
patriotism and antiquarian zeal of Nabonidos, accord0
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ingly, worked along with' a desire for centralisation.
Babylonian religion was both the image and the
unifying bond of the national life, and the most
effective way of producing political centralisation was
to centralise Babylonian religion. Bel-Merodach was
not only to be the supreme deity of the imperial
city and the reigning monarch; he was to become
also the supreme ,deity of the Babylonian divinities.
They were to be brought into his temple at Babylon
and there become his servants, a symbol of the
subjection which Babylon and its master now exacted
from the cities and aristocracy of the rest of the
country. N abonidos thus attempted in Babylonia
what the kings of Judah had successfully carried put
in Palestine.
The attempt cost him his throne. The cylinder
inscription of Cyrus shows us plainly that he had
roused against himself the hatred of the powerful
hierarchies whose influence and wealth were bound
up with the maintenance of the local cults of Babylonia. Several of the cities of Babylonia claimed to
be of older date than Babylon itself, and the gods
they worshipped to have been revered long before
Bel·Merodach was heard of. At Nipur indeed
Merodach was regarded as merely "the younger
Bel," the god of Nipur, the old Surµerian Mui-lil or
El-lil, being the "older Bel." Deep therefore must
have been the resentment of the local aristocracies
and priesthoods of Babylonia when they saw the
images of their deities carried away from their
ancient shrines, and added to the undistinguishable
crowd which filled the temple of the god of Babylon.
It meant the suppression of the local cults and the
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subordination of those who served them to the priestly
courtiers of the capital. It was a blow struck at
local independence; at Babylon the priesthood were
under the immediate control of the king, who himself
acted from time to time as high-priest ; and the
concentration of Babylonian worship in the capital
placed the priesthood everywhere in the same
dependent position. We need not wonder therefore
that there was a large party in Babylonia who plotted
the overthrow of Nabonidos, and were ready to
intrigue with his enemies whenever they should arise.
The adherents of the dynasty of Nebuchadrezzar,
the local priesthoods and aristocracies, not to speak
of the Jews and other foreign exiles who were settled
in the country, all joined together to drive him from
the throne.
It was ~f these discontented elements in the
Babylonian population that Cyrus made skilful use,
and his first act after the conquest of Nabonidos was
to show how fully mindful he was of his obligatiOns
to them by restoring the local and foreign gods to
their former shrines. In this work of restoration BelMerodach himself was naturally made to sympathise.
The fall of Nabonidos had brought with it the fall of
what we may term the centralising party in the
Babylonian hierarchy, and those to whom the task of
drawing up the cylinder, inscription Of Cyrus was
entrusted/saw in the conqueror the chosen vicegerent
of Merodach whom the god had summoned to avenge
his injured brother deities. Cyrus had proved himself a worthier and 'truer successor of the ancient
Babylonian kings than Nabonidos, and the crown
which Bel had removed from the head of the
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usurper he had accordingly transferred to the king
of Anzan.
What the power of N abonidos really rested upon
is pretty clear. His own inscription speaks of his
" vast armies," and we learn from the annalistic
tablet that he kept a largt; standing army permanently encamped in Northern Babylonia. The defeat of
this army caused the immediate fall of Nabonidos's
power. Sippara, the leading city of Northern Babylonia, in whose vicinity the camp had been, submitted
without further opposition, and Babylon itself, whose
almost impregnable walls might have defied the
invaders for months, opened its gates to receive and
welcome the victorious troops. Indeed so fully did
Nabonidos realise what the defeat of his army meant
for him, that he never attempted to stand a siege
either in Babylon or anywhere else, but fled and
concealed himself in a" hiding-place." The conqueror
felt equally confident in the good-will of the Babylonian population towards himself. The wife of
Nabonidos was buried with royal honours, the eldest
son of Cyrus conducting the funeral in person; while
N abonidos, according to the Chaldcean historian
Berossos, was made governor of Karmania. Cyrus
evidently knew that he had nothing any longer to
fear from him.
·
•
The reception given to Cyrus by the Babylonians
offers a striking contrast to the rebellious restlessness
of the same people under Darius and Xerxes. The
death of Kambyses was the signal for revolt. Again
and again the Babylonians reasserted theit ancient
independence. Kings,' who called themselves the
descendants of Nabonidos, again reigned over them 1
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and Babylon endured long and painful sieges before
it could be taken by the Persian troops. It was· not
until Xerxes had destroyed the temple of Bel as well
as the walls· of the city that the rebellious spirit of
its inhabitants was at length quelled.
Darius and Xerxes, in fact, were looked upon as
enemies, as aliens in both race and religion, whereas
Cyrus and Kambyses were, as they are called in the
contract-tci.blets, "kings ·of Babylon," the representatives of the ancient monarchs, the honourers of the
national gods, the restorers of the national shrines.
Babylon occupied in the old oriental world much the
same place as that which was occupied by Rome in
the medic-eval world. It was the holy city of the
East, the seat of a theocracy as well as of the earliest
imperial authority with which the East was acquainted.
Founders of empires might arise elsewhere, but unless
they could become the adopted sons.of Bel-Merodach
by "taking his hands," their claims to universal
dominion could not be recognised. They remained
·merely successful generals or local princes; it was
not until their rule was acknowledged in Babylon and
' by the god of Babylon that it became legitimate.
Even Tiglath-pileser III. and Sargon, in the height of
their power and conquests, do not venture to assume
the coveted title of " king of Babylon" until they
have "taken the hands" of Bel.
To be recognised by Bel-Merodach and his people,
therefore, meant a great deal more than the mere
conquest of Babylonia. It raised the conqueror at
once to a position far above that of the contemporary
monarchs of Asia, and made him the undisputed
successor of the ancient Babylonian lines of kings,
tL
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Babylonia became his adopted country; he inherited
its history and traditions, its religion, its glories, and
its name.
This was a fact of which Cyrus was' well aware,
and he took full advantage of it. He appeared in
Babylon not as a conqueror, but as a restorer of the
old paths, the allayer of dissensions, and the deliverer
of the people from the tyranny and impieties of
Nabonidos. He had been summoned to the work by
Bel, and it was as the vicegerent of Bel that he
carried it out. The deities who had been sacrilegiously
torn from their ancient seats were restored to their
shrines, the temples of Bel and Nebo were filled with
the rich offerings of Cyrus and his son, the language
and writing of Babylonia were adopted in 'the official
documents, and the sole territorial title assumed by
the prince was that of " king of Babylon." The
names of Anzan and Persia were dropped, and included along with those of the other countries over
which he ruled in the ~itle "king of the provinces."
It was because the policy of Darius and Xerxes
was diametrically opposed to that of Cyrus that the
results of it also were so different. Darius was, and
remained, an Aryan Persian, proud of his origin and
contemptuous of other races. For him Babylon was
but one of the great cities of his empire, and the
capital of a province from which he could extract a
large amount of revenue. For its traditions and
history he cared but little; he was "king of Persia,"
not of Babylonia, and the successor of the Persian
Akhcemenes, not of the Babylonian kings. Babylonian
religion was in his eyes a false idolatry ; the god whose
supremacy he acknowledged was Ormazd the god of

'l'IIE HOOKS OF DANIEL ANb EZH.A.

5t 5

Zoroaster, not Bel-Merodach of Babylon. With the
-consolidation, therefore, of the power of Darius, the
sceptre of empire passed finally from the ancient
city on the Euphrates, and an Asiatic conqueror never
again came to " take the hands of Bel." Persia rose
on the ruins of the empire of Nebuchadrezzar, and
Persepolis took the place of Babylon.
This contrast between Cyrus and Darius must be
kept in mind if we would understand the character of
the empire of Cyrus, and the motives which governed
his policy. But it is a contrast which the cuneiform
monuments of Babylonia have revealed to us for the
first time. The Persian empire of Darius and his
successors so thoroughly blotted out and obscured the
earlier empire of Cyrus as to make the writers who
lived· under it identify the one with the other. 'I;he
identification was assisted, and to a certain extent
suggested, by the policy of Darius himself. In .reconquering the· disintegrated empire of Cyrus and
Kambyses, he essayed to prove that he was after all
the successor and heir of the great conqueror of
Western Asia, and Cyrus had been like himself an
Aryan an<;l a Persia11 prince. The claim, indeed; was
partly true. Both alike drew their descent from the
Persian house of Akh~menes, and in Teispes, the
probable conqueror of Anzan, both alike. had a common ancestor. Cyrus, moreover, had been king of
Persia before he became king of Babylonia. But here
the resemblance ceased. Cyrus was not originally
king of Persia, but of the Elamite province of Anzan.
·when he overthrew Astyages, and thus raised himself
to an equality with Nabonidos of Babylonia, Persia
was not yet included in his dominions. The Annalisti

516

THE I-t!GHER CRiTiCISM.

tablet shows us that the occupation of Persia did not
take place until between the years 549 and ')46 13.C.
It is in B.C. 546 that he is called for the first time
" king of Persia."
Whether or not the occupation were the result of
conquest, we do not know. What is certain is that
Persia and Ansan or Anzan (for the name is written
in both ways) were not the same country. A lexical
tablet from the library of Nineveh states that Anzan
was the country known to the Semitics as Elam on
the eastern border of Babylonia, and Gudea, one of
the earliest of the Sumerian kings whose monuments
we possess, records his conquest of "Anzan in the
country of Elam." The Elamite kings, whose capital
was at Susa, entitle themselves lords "of the kingdom
of Anzan, kings of Shushan." The inscriptions of
Sennacherib distinguish Anzan from Parsuas or Persis,
and imply that it formed part of the dominions
of the Elamite monarch.
The country of Anzan took its ~1ame from the
city of Anzan, which does not seem to have been far
distant from the Babylonian frontier. It was the
union of Anzan and Susa or Shushan, and of the
districts of which they were severally the centres,
which created the monarchy of Elam. In becoming
kings of Anzan, therefore, Cyrus and his predecessors
became kings of Elam. They succeeded to the
ancient inheritance of the Elamite sovereigns and
so lost the purity of their Persian nationality.
In the old Eastern world the adoption of a new
nationality meant the adoption of a new religion and
of new deities. Consequently we need no longer be
surprised at finding Cyrus and his son SQ readily
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in the requirements of Babylonian polytheism, and acknowledging themselves the devout
worshippers ·of the gods of their new possession.
The Zoroastrian spirit of iconoclasm which led Xerxes
to destroy the image of Bel found no echo in the
breast of Cyrus ; the king of Anzan was a polytheist,
not a follower of the Aryan Zoroaster.
The fact is important, as it overthrows the attempts
that have been made to discover references to Persian
Zowastrianism in the prophccie~ of Isaiah or elsewhere. When God declares that He has formed
both the light and the darkness, and that He has
created evil as well as good (Isai. xlv. 7), it is no
longer necessary to believe that an answer is intended
to the doctrines of Zoroastrian dualism, still less that
the return of the Jewish exiles and the permission
granted them to rebuild their temple were due to the
sympathy of Cyrus with their religious faith. On
the contrary, the cuneiform documents translated
above show that this permission formed part of a
general policy, and that the Jews were no better
treated in this respect than the other sufferers from
Babylonian oppression. If Sheshbazzar was ordered
to convey to Jerusalem the sacred vessels of the
Lord, it was only because the Jews, unlike their
fellow-exiles, had no image of their national God.
The sacred vessels were the sole part of the furniture
of their temple which they could carry back.
The discovery that Cyrus was king of Anzan or
Elam rather than of Persia throws light on certain
passages of the Old Testament which have hitherto
been somewhat puzzling, and at the same time proves
their historical e:x;actitudC. In thG Book: of Isaiah
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(eh. xxi.), where the approaching fall of Babylon is
predicted, the spoilers who are summoned to the
work are Elam and Media (v. 2). It is not Persia
who is bi.dden to" go up," but Elam. We know now
how historically true this statement is, and that what
was once supposed to be an evidence of inaccuracy
turns out to be a proof of the trustworthiness and
antiquity of the document in which it occurs. The
writers of Greece and Rome, like those of the later
books of the Old Testament itself, have agreed with
Darius in forgetting who Cyrus really was; the sole
record .of the fact which remained before the dis·'
covery of the cuneiform texts was a single passage
in the Book of Isaiah. The conqueror of Babylonici.
was an Elamite prince.
There is another passage in the Old Testament
which is cleared up by the new discovery. A
prophecy of Jeremiah delivered at the beginning of
Zedekiah's reign (xlix. 34--39), declares that El;:i.m
is about to be scattered towards the four winds of
heaven, and that its king and . princes are to be
destroyed. Elam had been one of the last conquests
of the Assyrian empire. Assur-bani-pal had sent
army after army to invade it, and eventually the
whole country was ravaged with fire and sword,
Shushan was captured and spoiled, and it became a
province of Assyria. With the decay of the Assyrian
empire it seems to have recovered its independence;
at all events in .Jer. xxv. 25 mention is made of
"the kings of Elam." This ·was in B.C. 604, the first
year of Nebuchadrezzar's reign, and seven years
before the date of the other prophecy.
That there were "kings" of Elami and not one::
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king only, appears to imply that when the power of
Assyria was broken the old Elamite monarchy fell
into the hands of more than one ruler. However this
may be, we cannot fail to see in the conquest of the
country of vvhich Jeremiah speaks its conquest by
Teispes. First Anzai;i fell before the invaders, and
then Shushan. The new line of kings, however,
continued to call th~mselves "kings of Anzan";
it was not until a later period that the name of
Shushan overshadowed again that of Anzan.
While Cyrus I. the great-grandfather of Cyrus
the Great reigned in Anzan, it is probable that
Ariaramnes the great-grandfather of Darius succeeded
his father Teispes in Persia. Both Ariaramnes and
Cyrus I. were sons of Teispes, and since Darius in
his inscription at Behistun declares that" eight" of his
predecessors had been kings before him ''in two
lines," it is clear that both Ariaramnes and his son
Arsames must have enjoyed royal power. We must
assume, therefore, with Sir Henry Rawlinson that
Teispes was the conqueror of Anzan, and that upon
his death his kingdom was divided, the newlyacquired conquest being assigned to Cyrus I., and
his ancestral dominions to Ariaramnes. It is true
that Darius does not give Ariararnnes and Arsames
the title of kings ; but this proves little, as he does
not give the title to Teispes and Akhcemenes, both of
whom were independent monarchs.
If it is startling to learn that Cyrus was in reality
an Elarnite prince, it- is equally startling to find that
Istuvegu or Astyages was king, not of the Medes,
but of the Manda. As we have seen in an earlier
chapter, the name of Manda was applied by the
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Babylonians and Assyrians to the "homad" tribes
who at times threatened their eastern and northern
borders. The astrological tablets refer to a period
when the Manda overran Babylonia itself, when Bel
and the other gods of Chaldcea fled to Elam for
safety, and the barbarians ruled the country for thirty
years. It may be that the disaster here described
was that conquest of Chaldcea which the fragments
of Berossos ascribe to the "Medes." Be that as it
may, Teuspa or Teispes, the leader of the Gimirra,
is called a " Manda" by Esar-haddon, and an
inscription of Assur-bani-pal recently discovered by
Mr. Strong returns thanks to the Assyrian gods for
the defeat of" that limb of Satan," Tuktammu of th.e
Manda. It is possible that Tuktammu ,(or rather
Duktammu) is the Lygdamis of Strabo who led the
Kimmerians into Kilikia from whence they afterwards marched westward and burned Sardes. 1 At
all events we must see in him a forerunner, if not
a predecessor of Istuvegu, the Astyages of the
Greeks, who governed the Manda in Ekbatana.
Ekbatana, the modern Ramadan, called Achmetha
in the Old Testament (Ezra vi. 2), and Hangmatana
in the Persian inscriptions, had been built in the
territory of the old kingdom of Ellipi. Ellipi had
been tributary to Sargon, and in the time of
Sennacherib we find it in alliance with Elam. After
this it disappears from history ; the "Manda" had
descended upon it, and made it the chief seat of their
power.
It would seem that the Manda of Ekbatana were
the Scythians of classical history. As we have seen,
~
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Teuspa the Kimmerian and his people are ~termed
Mai1da by Esar-haddon, and in the inscriptions .of
Darius the Gimirra Umurgah of the Babylonian text
correspond with the Saka Humuvarka of the Persian·
text. 1 The Saka Humuvarka are the Amyrgian
Sakce of Herodotos (vii. 64), who, he tells us, were
the Scythians of the Greeks.
Totally distinct from the Manda were the Mada or
Medes. Their land lay to the north-east of that of
Ekbatana and extended as far as the shores of the
Caspian. They consisted for the most part of Aryan
tribes, allied in blood and language to the Persians,
and governed by a number of petty independent
chieftains. It was they who in concert with the
Kimmerians, the Minni and Kastarit or Kyaxares of
Karu-Kassi attacked the tottering Assyrian empire
in the time of Esar-haddon II., and it is they again
who are called upon in the prophecies of Jeremiah to
join in invading the empire of Nebuchadrezzar.
When, in the generations which succeeded Darius
Hystaspis, Cyrus became the founder of the Persian
empire, the Medes and the Manda were confounded
one with the other. Astyages, the suzerain of
Cyrus, was transformed into a Mede, and the city
of Ekbatana into the capital of a Median empire.
The illusion has lasted down to our own age. There
was no reason for doubting the traditional story ;
neither in the pages of the writers of Greece and
Rome, nor in those of the Old Testament, nor even
in the great inscription of Darius at Behistun, did
1

The reading N ammirr:'l instead of Gimirr:'l proposed by
Delitzsch is erroneous, and is inconsistent alike with geography
and philologJ'•
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there seem to be anything which cast suspicion upon
it. It was not until the discovery of the monuments
of Nabonidos and Cyrus that the truth at last came
to light, and it was found that the history we had so
long believed was founded upon. a philological mistake. It is not the first time that philology has
misled the historian, and needed the correcting
guidance of arch<eology.
There is still another point in which the inscriptions
of Cyrus have revolutionised our conceptions of the
history of his reign. There was no siege and capture
of Babylon ; the capital of the Babylonian empire
opened its gates to his general as Sippa.ra had clone
before. Gobryas and his soldiers entered the city
"without fighting," and the daily servic;es in the
great temple of Bel-Merodach suffered no interruption. Three months later Cyrus himself arrived,
and made his "pc;!aceful" entry into the new capital
of his empire. We gather from the contract-tablets
that even the ordinary business of the place had not
been affected by the war. 1
1 Even after the entrance of Gobryas into Babylon on the
16th of Tammuz, the contracts made there and at Sippara
continued to be dated in the reign of Naboniclos. Thus Dr.
Strassmaier has published contracts elated in the 17th year of
"Naboniclos king of Babylon" on the 22ncl of Tammuz, the
5th, 21 st and 29th of Ab, the 3rd, 5th, II th, 18th, 21 st and
28th of Elul, and the rnth of Marchesvan. There is also one
relating to "the daily sacrifice" dated in the month Chisleu.
On the other hand there is a contract elated in the month Tisri
of "the accession year of Cyrus king of Babylon,'' as well as
others dated the 24th of Marchesvan, and the 7th of Chisleu of
the same year. It is clear that the transference of power from
N abonidos to Cyrus must have been a peaceful one, so far as
the commercial community was concerned. It should be added
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All this is in direct opposition to the story of the
conqqest of Babylonia as it has hitherto been received. According to Herodotos it occupied a long
space of time. Babylon itself was. besieged by Cyrus
' for months, and was taken only by a stratagem.
The Persian invader drained off the waters of the
river, and his army under the shelter of night crept
into the city through the empty channel. The story
of Herodotos was repeated by historian after historian, and the Book of Daniel seemed to set its seal
upon it.
· But we now know that the siege never took place.
The tale told by Herodotos of the di;aining of the
river is as mythical as the further tale told by him of
the dissipation of the Gyndes into three hundred and
sixty channels by the army of Cyrus before it entered
Babylonia at all. There can be no reference to it either
in the words of Isaiah: "(The Lord) saith to the
deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers," 1 or in
those of Jeremiah: "I will dry up her sea; and make
her springs dry." 2 Such language, indeed, applies
rather to the destruction of the reservoirs and other
. means of irrigation, which made the plain of Babylonia a fruitful garden. It may have suggested the
idea which took shape in the legend reported by the
Greek writers, but the legend itself derives from it
no support.
that the contracts elated in the reign of N aboniclos, which were
witnessed on the 21st of Ab and the 5th of Elul, were drawn up
in " the city of the king's palace, Babylon," while that elated
the 7th of Chisleu of the accession-year of Cyrus is simply
inscribed "Babylon."
2 Jer. li. 36,
1 lsa,. xliv. 27,
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The siege and' capture of Babylon by Cyrus is
really a reflection into the past of the actual sieges
undergone by the city in the reigns of Darius
Hystaspis and Xerxes. It was Darius who first
proved that the fortifications of the city of N ebuchadrezzar were not impregnable, and who made his way
within its walls by means of stratagem. In B.C. 521
he took it for the first time, capturing in it Nidintu·
Bel who had prociaimed himself a son and successor
of Nabonidos, and had assumed the name of Nebuchadrezzar. In B.C. 5 I 5 it was again taken by him
after a siege of nearly twenty months. The Babylonians had revolted a second time under a pretender
of Armenian origin, who like his predecessor pr.ofessed to be N ebuchadrezzar, the son of N abonidos.
On this occasion the walls of Babylon were partially
destroyed. They must, however, have been subsequently restored, since a third revolt broke out in the
reign of Xerxes shortly afrer the return of the Persian
monarch from his disastrous campaign in Greece. A
certain Samas-erba took the title of "king of Babylon," and occupied the throne for a few months. He
was the last native king of Babylonia, and on his
overthrow Xerxes destroyed not only the fortifications
of the city, but also the temple of Bel-Merodach.1 It
was a sign and token that the power had finally
passed away from the god of Babylon.
We are now in a position to test the historical
statements of the Book of Daniel by the facts of
contemporaneous evidence, and to see whether or
not modern criticism is justified in rejecting them.
At the outset we are struck by two assertions ;
~ Arrian, vii. 17,
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Belshazzar, and not N abonidos, is said to be the
last " king of the Chaldc:eans," and his successor is
called "Darius the Mede."
The name of Belshazzar or Bil-sarra-utsur has
been found in the cuneiform texts. He was the son
and heir of Nabonidos, and is apparently "the son of
the king" who is referred to in the Annalistic tablet.
His father alludes to him more than once in his
inscriptions, calling him "Bil-sarra-ut~ur (my) eldest
son, the offspring of my heart,'' and records exist of
the offerings made by him to the temple of the Sungod at Sippara by the hands of his stewards. 1
But Belshazzar never became king in his father's
place. No mention is made of him at the end of the
Annalistic tablet, and it would therefore appear that
1 Thus, in the month Iyyar ~nd the ninth year of his father
Nabonidos, Belshazzar is stated to have presented two oxen
and thirty-three sheep for sacrifice to Bit- Uri at Sippara through
the agency of a certain Bel-sarra-bullidh (Strassmaier: Inschnjten von Naboni'dus, No. 332). Two years later we find Belshazzar acting as a wool-merchant. The contract which contains a record of the fact is as follows (Strassmaier, No. 581):
" Twenty manehs of silver, the price of wool, the property of
Belshazzar the son of the king, which by the agency of Nebofsabit, the steward of the house of Belshazzar, the son of the
king, and the secretaries of the son of the king, has been handed
over to Nadin-Merodach the son of Basa the .son of Nur-Sin,
in the month Aclar, the silver, namely twenty manehs, he shall
give. The liouse of . . . a Persian, and all the (rest of the)
property of Naclin-Merodach in town and country, shall be the
security of Belshazzar the son of the king, until Belshazzar shall
receive in full the money. The debtor shall pay the whole sum
of money as well as the interest upon it." Then follow the names
of six witnesses, including that of the priest who drew up the
deed, as well as the elate : "At Babylon, the twentieth clay of
_the month (Adar), the eleventh year of N aboniclos king of
(Babylon),"
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he was no longer in command of the Babylonian
army when the invasion of Cyrus took i)lace. Owing
to the unfortunate lacuna in the middle of the tablet
we have no account of what became of him, but since
we are told not only of the fate of N abonidos, but
also of the death of his wife, it seems probable
that Belshazzar was dead. At any rate when Cyrus
entered Babylonia he had already disappeared from
history.
Here, then, the account given by the Book of
Daniel is at variance with the testimony of the
inscriptions. But the contradictions do not end
here. The Biblical story implies that Babylon was
taken by storm ; at all events it expressly states that
"the king· of the Chaldceans was slain." ,N abonidos,
the Babylonian king, however, was not slain, and
Cyrus entered Babylon "in peace."
Nor was Belshazzar the son of N ebuchadrezzar, as
we are repeatedly told in the fifth ,:;hapter of Daniel.
He was the son of the usurper N abonidos, and
N abonidos did not even belong to the family of
N ebuchadrezzar. The error is an indication of the
ag·e to which it belongs. It is an error which we
find again in the pages of Herodotos, though Herodotos substitutes Labynetos, that is to say Nabonidos,
for Belshazzar, and transforms N ebuchadrezza1'. into
· Labynetos I., making him the father of Labynetos II.
For the origin of the error and the forgetfulness of
Babylonian history which it implies, we have to go to
the period ·when Babylon was bearing with sullen
impatience the yoke of Darius and his successors.
The two pretenders to the Babylonian throne who
arose in the reign of Darius called themselves
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"N ebuchadrezzar, the son of N abonidos," thus linking the last king of the Babylonian empire with the
glorious name of its founder. The disgrace and
disaster associated with the name of Nabonidos we1'.~
thus absorbed and forgotten in the memory of the
mighty N ebuchadrezzar, while the oriental love of
contrast was gratified by the picture of the father
who gained everything, and the son who lost it all.
It is clear, then, that the editor of the fifth chapter
of the Book of Daniel could have been as little a
contemporary of the events he professes to record as
was Herodotos. For both alike the true history of
the Babylonian empire has been overclouded and·
foreshortened by the lapse of time. The three kings
who reigned between Nebuchadrezzar and Nabonidos
have been forgotten, and the last king of the Baby~
lonian empire has become the son of its founder.
In one respect the compiler of the Book. of Daniel
is even less well informed than the Greek historian.
Herodotos still knows that N abonidos was the king
who was overthrown by Cyrus ; in the Book of
Daniel even this is forgotten.
But, as we have seen, the cuneiform inscriptions
have proved that the Belshazzar of Daniel is no
Though he never
figment of the imagination.
became king of Babylon, he was at one time heir to
the throne, and the commander of the Babylonian
army. While his father remained in the capital,
busied with his antiquarian pursuits and his endeavour
to centralise his kingdom both politically and religiously, Belshazzar showed himself to the world as
a man of action. Outside Babylon he was probably
better known than N abonidos himself.
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What wonder, then, if he became a prominent
fig·ure in popular tradition, and in course of time
absorbed the name and person of his father ? Na~
bonidos, who had lost his crown, faded out of the
remembrance of his countrymen ; Belshazzar, who
was prepared to fight for it, naturally lingered in their
memories.
If Belshazzar " the king of the· Chaldceans 'J has
thus been shown to be a reflection of a historical
Belshazzar distorted by popular tradition, we are
prepared to find that "Darius the Mede" owes his
origin to the same cause. vVe know from the inscriptions of Cyrus that the successor oI Nabonidos
was Cyrus himself, and not a Mede, and the long
sei"ies of contract-tablets we now possess, dated as
they are month by month and almost day by
day from the reign of Nebuchadrezzar to that of
Xerxes, proves that between N abonidos and Cyrus
there was no intermediate ruler. The overthrow of
Nabonidos was followed immediately by the accession of Cyrus. The scribes and merchants of Babylon
know nothing either of a king Belshazzar or of Darius
the Mede.
Moreover, the name of" Mede" reminds us of the
later confusion between the Medes and the Manda.
It was the conquest of the. Manda, and not of the
Medes, which changed Cyrus from the tributary
king of Anzap into an independent and powerful
monarch. If, therefore, his troops consisted of others
besides Elamites and Persians, they would have been
the Manda of Ekbatana.
"Darius the Mede" is, in fact, a reflection into the
past of Darius, the son of Hystaspes, just as the
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siege and capture of Babylon by Cyrus is a reflection into the past of its siege and capture b:y_ the
same prince. The name of Darius and the story of
the slaughter of the Chaldcean king go together.
They are alike derived from that unwritten history
which in the East of to~day is still made by the
people, and which blends together in· a single picture
the manifold events and personages of the past. It
is a history which has no perspective, though it is
based on actual facts ; the accurate calculations of
the chronologer ·have no meaning for it, and the
events of a century are crowded into a few years.
This is the kind of history which the Jewish mind in
the age of the Talmud loved to adapt to moral and
religious purposes. This kind of history thus becomes
as it \ve're a parable, and under the name of Haggadah
serves to illustrate the teaching of the Law.
The story of the overthrow of the Babylonian empire
which we read in the Book of Daniel belongs to the
age in which this kind of history originated, in which
the memory of the conquest of Babylonia by Darius
Hystaspis was· still fresh. Darius and not Cyrus accordingly is the destroyer of the Babylonian monarchy,
and Cyrus becomes his successor. Darius, moreover,
is a Mede; this is because from the reign of> Darius
onwards the Medes were not only fused with the
Persians but were even named before them. Indeed,
in the earlier Greek writers, the name of Persian
is entirely supplanted by that of' Mede. It was,
therefore, only natural that in the unwritten history
of the people the fall of Babylon should have been
attributed to Darius, and that a Median king should
have been made to precede the Persian Cyrus.
MM
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In one passage of the Book of Daniel (ix. r) Darius
is called the son of Ahasuerus or Xerxes. Here,
again, we have another limitation of date. Before
Darius I-Iystaspis could have been transformed into
the son of his own son Xerxes, the .reig·n not only of
Darius l:lut of Xerxes also must have been past. We
are carried at the earliest to the close of the fifth
century B.C.1
A leading feature in the story. of the overthrow
of Belshazzar by Darius is the appearance of the
mysterious handwriting on the wall of the Babylonian
palace. In the very midst of the sacrilegious feast at
which the Babylonian king was drinking wine and
praising his gods out of the golden vessels of .the
temp1e 6f Jerusalem, "the fingers of a man's hand"
wrote certain words on the palace wall. All the wise
men of Babylon were sumfr10ned to read and interpret
the writing, but in vain, and it was not until Daniel
was brought in that the words were deciphered.
They were, we are told, "Mene, Mene, tekel upharsin."
It has long been recognised that the words in
question are Aramaic. But it was reserved for the
acuteness of M. Clermont-Ganneau to point out their
philological explanation. Par'szt or bar'szt in Assyrian
means 11 a part of a shekel," while tekel is the Afamaic
representative of the Hebrew sftekel, the Assyrian
sikltt. Mene is the equivalent alike of the Assyrian
mana or "maneh," the standard weight, and of the
verb manz'J, "to reckon." In the Babylonian languftge,
therefore, the-mysterious words which appeared upon
1 In the Book of To bit (xiv. r 5) Assuerus or Xerxes takes the
place of Kyaxares, evidently in order to bring the statement in
the Book of Daniel into harmony with profane history.
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the wall would have been man£ mana sikla tt bar'si~
" Reckon a man eh, a shekel and (its) parts."
. vVhy the wise men of Babylon could not c)ecipher
the words we are not informed. Aramaic was studied
and known there not only by the mor~ highly cultivated classes but by t.he commercial classes as well.
It :was, in fact, the common language of trade, and
the sentence which ·was written upon the wall was
\ one which 'must have been often employed in the
transactions of the bazaar. It may be we are to
understand that it was the interpretatio;1 of the words
rather than the reading of them which baffled "the
astrologers, the Chald<eans and the soothsayers."
Indeed even now the connection between the interpretation assigned 'to them and their literal ·meaning
is far from clear. ' '
The last word alone is easy to explain. Pere's or
par's1t, "a part of a shekel," comes from a root which
signifies "to divide," while the name of Persia is
written in precisely the same manner both in Babylonian and in Aramaic. Here therefore we have an
obvious play upon the name of the Persians. But
what play can be intended by the words Mene and
tekel is difficult to discover. It has been suggested
that Mene was intended to refer to "Media," but the
similarity between the two words is not great.
Our examination of the fifth chapter of the Book
of Daniel has led us to a very definite result. The
same monumental evidence which has vindicated the
historical accuracy of the Seri ptural narrativ()' in
other places has here pronounced against it. The
story of Belshazzar's fall is not historical in the
modern sense of the word history.
1
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We can now pass with surer steps to the other
portions of the book. The fifth chapter so thoroughly
resembles them in character that we may expect to
find archaoology pronouncing the same verdict upon
them as it has passed upon that chapter. And such
indeed is the case. It is with good reason that the
Book of Daniel has been excluded from the historical
books of the Old Testament in the Jewish Canon and
. classed along with the Hagiographa.
The first two chapters afford evidences of a compilet
of a later age than that of a contemporary of N ebuchadrezzar. The name of the great Babyl~nian monarch
is misspelt.
N ebuchadrezzar-N abiu-kudurri-utsur
in the cuneiform-has been corrqpted into N ebuchadnezzar. The other Babylonian nam~s me,ntioned in the
chapters are equally incorrect. Belteshazzar, we are
told, was the name given to Daniel after his adoption
among the" wise men" of Babylon. Now Bilat-sarrautsur, "0 Beltis, defend the king," is a good Baby-.
Ionian name. But in the Book of Daniel the name is
written, not with a tau, as would be required by the
word Bilat, but with a tetlz, so that the first element
in it is transformed into the Assyrian word ballid!t
"he caused to live." The result is a compound
which has no sense, and would be impossible in the
Babylonian language.
Abed-Nego, again, is a corrupted form. Abed,
"servant," must be followed by the name of a deity,
and the word Nego does not exist in Babylonian.
The name ought to be Abecl-Nebo "Servant of
N ebo," an,d its corruption indicates want of acquaintance with the language and the gods of Babylonia. 1
1

I have found the name of Abed-N ebo in an Aramaic inscrip-
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Of Shadrach and Meshach little can be said.·
Nothing like them has been found among the multitudinou.s names met with in the Babylonian contracttablets, and their termination is, to say the least, a
very uncommon one in Assyria. Ashpenaz, again
(i. 3), is not Babylonian, whatever may be its explanation, and though Arioch (ii. r 5) is found in the
cuneiform inscriptions, it would not have been used
in Babylonia in the age of Nebuchadrezzar. It was,
as we have seen in a former chapter, a name of
Sumerian origin, and it had passed out of use centuries
before N ebuchadrezzar was born. It may have made
its way into the Book of Daniel from the fourteenth
chapter of Genesis ; it certainly did not do so from
the Babylonia of the Exile.
Besides the proper names there is another note of
late date. ·"The Chald;:eans" are coupled with the
"magicians," the "astrologers," and the "sorcerers,"
just as they are in. Horace or other classical writers
of a similar age (Dan. ii. 2). The Hebrew and
Aramaic equivalent of the Greek or Latin "Chaldc.eans" is Kasdim (Kasdayin), a name the origin of
which is stilli uncertain. But its application in the
earlier books of the Bible is well known. It denoted
the Semitic Babylonians, and more especially that
portion of them to which the family of Nebuchadrezzar belonged. It was in fact a national name;
when Abraham is said to have been born in "Ur of
the Kasdim," what is meant is that he was born in
the Ur which was in the land of the Babylonians.
tio1i of the sixth or fifth century B.C. engraved on the sandstone
rocks north of Silsilis in Upper Egypt.
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The classical term " Chaldcean" is of later date than
the Biblical term "Kasdim." The Kalda or Chaldceans
of the monuments were a tribe which lived in the
marshes at the mouths of the Tigris and Euphrates,
and· we first hear of them in the twelfth century before
our era.1 But, as we have seen, '.lVIerodach-baladan
was their hereditary prince, so that after his conquest
of Babylon, and acknowledgment as king of Babylonia,
they became the ruling caste in the country. Dr.
Winckler and M. Delattre have brought forward some
powerful arguments to prove that N ebuchadrezzar
also belonged to the same race; if so, we should·have
abundant reason for accounting for the fact that the
word " Chaldcean" came in time to denote a native. of
Babylonia, to whatever tribe or race of it ,he may have
belonged. It thus came to have precisely the same
signification as the .Biblical Kasdim, and when the
Jews became acq uaipted with Greek literature, "Kasdim" and "Chaldceans" were regarded as the national
equivalents of one another.
But after the fall of the Babylonian empire the
word Chaldcean gradually assumed a new meanjng.
The people of the West ceased to be acquainted with
the Babylonians through their political power or their
commercial relations; the only " Chaldceans" known
to them were the wandering astrologers and fortunetellers who professed to predict the future or practise
magic by the help of ancient " Chaldcean books."
"Chaldceans" consequently became synonymous with
fortune-tellers, and fortune-tellers, moreover, who,
like the Gypsies or "Egyptians" of to-day, were not
1

See Hilprecht: "The Babylonian Expedition of the University of Pennsylvania," i. pp. 38, 39.
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considered of a very respectable character. The term
lost its national and territorial signification, and
became the equivalent of" sorcerer" and "magician."
It is·· in this sense that the term Kasdim is used in
the Book of Daniel. It is a sense which was unknown
in the age of N ebuchadrezzar or of Cyrus, and its
employment implies~ not only that the period was
long since past when Babylonia enjoyed a political
life of its own, but also that the period had come
when a Jewish writer could assign to a Hebrew word
a signification derived from its Greek equivalent.
This last fact is of considerable importance, if we
would determine the age of the Book of Daniel. We
are transported to a period later than that of Alexander
the Great, when the influence of Greek ideas and
habits of thought, was so strong in Palestfoe as to
cause a Hebrew writer to forget the true signification
of a name which was of frequent occurrence in his own
literature, and to use it in precisely the same erroneous sense as that in which it was used by the Greeks
of his own day. In the eyes of the Assyriologist the
use of the word Kasdim in the Book of Daniel would
alone be sufficient to indicate the date of the work
with unerring certainty.
An almost equally clear indication of date is
that " the Chald;:eans "
furnished' by the statement
·,
spoke to N ebuchadrezzar "in Syriac " or Aramaic.
It is true that their words are given in Aramaic, and
that after the ag·e of. the Exile the common language
of the Jews was Aramaic both in Palestine and in
Babylonia. But it never was the language of the
"Chaldceans," unless it were in those later days when
"Chaldceans" told fortunes to Syrians and Greeks in
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what had become the language of the Mediterranean
coast. The cuneiform texts show that even as late
as the reign of the Parthian kings -the language, of the
native Babylonians was still that of their fathers.
Aramaic indeed had been spoken in Babylonia long
before the time of Nebuchadrezzar, but it was spoken
by the Aramcean tribes who had settled there. It had
also become to a certain extent the language of
international trade, and it is very probable that it
was commonly used as a means of intercourse with
foreign populations like that of the Jewish exiles who
inhabited Chaldcea. But it would have been the last
language to be spoken at the court of a great Babylonian monarch by his native subjects, more especially
by those who belonged to the learned Class. The
wisdom of Babylonia, including its astrology, its
pseudo-science of omens, and its interpretation of
dreams, was stored up in a literature which was
written in the two old languages of the countr,ySemitic Babylonian, and agglutinative Sumerianand to have discarded them for the language of the
trader and the conquered Aramcean would have been
an act of sacrilege. Nor would Nebuchadrezzar and
his courtiers have been likely to understand what was
said.
The statement, therefore, that the king of Babylonia
was addressed by his native subjects in Aramaic
proves that its author was unacquainted with the
real language of the Chaldceans. He cannot have
had a first-hand acquaintance with Babylonia, and
must have been misled by the fact recorded in the
Books of Kings, that the Rab-shakeh of Sennacherib
was requested by the ministers of Hezekiah to speak
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to them in the Aramaic tongue. This, however, did
not -mean that Aramaic was the language ~f Assyria
and Babylonia, but that it was the language of foreign
diplomacy. The decipherment of the cuneiform monuments has show11 us that Assyrian and Babylonian
differed from Aramaic as much as French differs from
Portuguese.
The period to which the Apocalypse of Daniel is
assigned is also the period of which the Books of
Ezra and Nehemiah treat. It has long been recognised
by commentators of various schools that these two
books, together with the Books of Chronicles, really
constitute a single work. Their compiler and the
Chronicler seem to have been one and the same, and
they must once have formed a continuous_ narrative.
Indeed the First Book of Esdras-so long accounted
canonical by the Church-commences where the Books
of the Chronicles break off, and ends where the Book
of Nehemiah begins. In the Masoretic Book of Ezra
the fact is disguised by the repetition at its commencement of the last two verses of the Chronicles,
and the break between it and the Book of Nehemiah.
Sir H. H. Howorth has recently argued that the
First Book of Esdras is the older and better version
of the Masoretic Book of Ezra. It was at all events
the version that was known to Josephus, from which
we may infer that as late as the time of the destruction
of Jerusalem it was still. the commonly accepted
version of the Jewish Church. It was also the version
which was found in the Septuagint, and was accordingly regarded as canonical by the early Christians.
The Greek translation of the Book of Ezra was made ·
subsequently to the lifetime of Josephus, probably

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

by Theodotion, and its insertion in the Septuagint
belongs to a still later ag·e. That it should have
taken the place previously held by the First ·Book of
Esdras in the estimation of the Christian Church was
due to St. Jerome, who wished to restrict the canon
of the Old Testament to such books only as were
preserved in his day in their original Hebrew dress.
But whether we regard the First Book of Esdras
or the Book of Ezra as best representing the primitive
form of the work of which they are but variant
versions, the fact remains that the work in question
was only part of a larger whole, which comprised the
Books of the Chronicles and· the Book of Nehemiah.
For .the history of the return from the Exile and tpe
events which immediately followed it, thf'! author of
the work made use of an Aramaic chronicle, portions
of which he has quoted from time to time in its
original language. The high value of this Aramaic
chronicle is acknowledged by the most sceptical
critics as well as its contemporaneity with the events
it recorded.
Other documents besides the Aramaic chronicle
were made use of by the compiler and incorporated
in his work. His arrangement of them is not ~lways
strictly chronological, and the result has been extreme
perplexity to the commentators and interminable
controversies. The question is rendered still more
complex by the fact that some of the passages which
offer the greatest difficulty to the historian are omitted
in the First Book of Esdras, and may therefore have
been interpolations. Of course the opposite supposition is also possible, their omission in the version
known as the First Book of Esdras having been due

THE BOOKS OF DANIEL AND EZRA.

539

to a desire to get rid of the difficulties which they
occasion.
The primary difficulty concerns the date to which
the rebuilding of the temple must be assigned and
consequently the age of Zerubbabel and the highpriest J eshua, and of their contemporaries, the prophets Haggai and Zechariah. The question partly
depends, however, upon a previous one: Was Zerubbabel identical with Sheshbazzar, "the prince of
Judah," to whom. Cyrus entrusted the office of leading
back the Jewish exiles to their old homes ?
In view of the fifth chapter of Ezra it is impossible
to believe that he was. Here Zerubbabel, the contemporary of Darius (vv. 2-5), is expressly distinguished from Sheshbazzar wl;10 lived in the first year
of the reign of Cyrus as king of Babylon (vv. 14-16).
The actual words of the official letter are quoted which
was written to the Persian king by Tatnai, the
governor of Syria,1 and there is no escape from their
obvious meaning. Moreover, as Sir H. H. Howorth
has remarked, although a person might bear two
_names in two different languages, it was very unusual
that he should do so where the language to which the
names belonged was the same. Now Zerubbabel as
well as Sheshbazzar is Babylonian. It represents the
Babylonian Ziru-Babili "the seed of Babylon," while
Sheshbazzar, as a Belgian scholar has pointed out, is
the Babylonian Samas-bil-utsur "0 Sun-god, defend
the lord." The fact would not be changed if we were
1 'Abar naharalt mistranslated "on this side the river" in the
Authorised Versio11 means "on the other side of the river"
Euphrates, the geographical point of view being that of a
resident in Persia or Babylonia.
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to adopt the reading of the First Book of Esdras and
of Josephus, Sanabazzar instead of Sheshbazzar, since
Sana is the Babylonian Sinu "the Moon.:god." It
appears in the name of Sanballat, the Babylonian
Sinu-ballidh "the Moon-god has given life."
In the letter of Tatnai and his companions (Ezra v.
14) the title given to Sheshbazzar is that of pekhdh.
Pekhdh is the Assyro-Babylonian pakltat or pikhat
" a satrap " or " governor," a word of constant occurrence in the cuneiform inscriptions. Like so many
other words relating to the administration of the
country, it was borrowed by the Persians :when the
conquests of Cyrus and Darius had made them the
successors of the m<>:marchs of Babylonia. It thµs
continued to be the official title of the Pe~sian satrap
who governed a Semitic population.
In the first chapter of Ezra (i. 8) the title is changed
into that of" prince of Judah." This shows us that
we here have the work of a Jewish writer, who looks
at the earlier history of his country from a purely
J ewish,poinf of view, and accordingly translates even
an official title into one which had a special meaning
and interest for a Jew.· The title, therefore, which he
bestows upon Sheshbazzar does not necessarily imply
that the Persian governor was himself of Jewish
descent; for aught we know, he might have been a
Babylonian. Perhaps the fact that his father is not
named indicates his foreign origin.
Zerubbabel, on the other hand, is called the son of
Shealtiel not only in the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah
but also by his contemporary Haggai. It is therefore
strange to find a different genealogy assigned to him
by the Chronicler (r Chron. iii. 17-19), who makes him
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the son of Pedaiah and the grandson of Salathiel or
Shealtiel. Salathiel was the son of Jehoiachin, the
exiled king of Judah, who was still living when EvilMerodach mounted the throne of Babylon in B.C. 56r.
All through the long reign of N ebuchadrezzar had
Jehoiachin pined in a Babylonian prison, where it is
not likely that a son could have been born to him.
Shealtiel, therefore, must have been born before B.C.
598 or after B.C. 56r.
Zerubbabel's contemporary was the }1igh-priest
J eshua or Joshua. According to the prophets I-I aggai
and Zechariah, Joshua was the son of J osedech, who
is called J ehozadak by the Chronicler (I Chron. vi.
r 5). The Chronicler adds that J ehozadak was carried
captive to Babylon by Nebuchadrezzar. This, however, can hardly be correct, since, according to the
second Book of Kings (xxv. 18), it was his father
Seraiah. who shared the captivity of Zedekiah, unless
indeed we are to suppose that Jehozadak acted as
high-priest along with his father. However t.his may
be, it is clear that J ehozadak or J osedech was a
contemporary of Zedekiah, and also of Shealtiel the
"father" of Zerubbabel.
With this agrees the genealogy of the high-priests
which we read in the twelfth chapter of Nehemiah
(xii. ro, I r). From this we learn that between Jeshua
· and· Jaddua, the contemporary of Alexander the
Great, there were four generations, or about one
hundred and twenty years. This would bring us to
the reign of Darius Hystaspis for the date of Jeshua,
the same date as that to which we should be brought
if, as the Chronicler asserts, Zerubbabel were the
grandson of Shealtiel.
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Ho_w, then, are we to explain the very definite
statements in the fourth chapter of Ezra, statements
which are equally to be found in the first Book of
Esdras ? Here we are told that "the people of the
land" intrigued against the Jews "all the days of
Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of
Darius," and that their intrigues continued into the
reigns of Xerxes and of Artaxerxes. A copy of the
letter to Artaxerxes is then given, as well. as the
answer of the king, the result of which was to put a
stop to the erection of the temple at Jerusalem
" until the second year of Darius king of Persia.''
The·n at last the work was begun anew, and brought
to a successful termination by Zerubbabel and J eshua,
aided by the prophets Haggai and Zechariah.
This account thus transfers Zerubbabel and his
contemporaries from the reign of Darius Hystaspis
to that of Darius Nothos, just a century later. The
decree of Darius ordering the governor of Syria
and his companions to assist the Jews in the restoration of their temple would have been issued, not in
B.C. 5 19 but in B.C. 422. And that this is the date to
which the compiler of the Book of Ezra refers it is
made doubly certain by his dwelling· upon the fact
that "they builded and finished it according to the
commandment of the 'God of Israel and according to
the commandment of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia." The work was accomplished
after the reign of -Artaxerxes, which lasted from B.C.
465 to B.C. 425. ·
There is no possible means of avoiding the conclusion. Before the decipherment of the cuneiform
inscriptions it was imagined that, like the Pharaohs of

THE BOOKS OF DANIEL AND EZRA.

543

Egypt, the Persian kings may have borne double
names, and that the Xerxes of the Book of Ezra may
have been intended for Kambyses, and Artaxerlxes
for the pseudo-Smerdes. But we now know that
such was not the case. The kings of Persia, like the
kings of Babylonia before them, were contented with
but one name, and by that name alone they were
known in all parts of their dominions. The son and
successor of Cyrus is Kambyses in Babylon and the
other "provinces" as well as in Persia and Egypt,
and Darius the son of Hystaspes is Darius and
nothing else, whatever the language in which he
addresses his subjects. The Cyrus, Darius, Xerxes,
Artaxerxes, and Darius of the Book of Ezra can be
none other than the Cyrus, Darius I., Xerxes, Arta~
· 'xerxes, and Darius II. of Persian history.
And yet there is a passage in which Zerubbabel
not only appears to be identified with Sheshbazzar,
he also appears to be carried back to the reign of
Cyrus. This is at the beginning of the fourth
chapter, where it is stated that Zerubbabel and
Jeshua had told "the adversaries of Judah" that they
were restoring the temple, "as King Cyrus the king
of Persia hath commanded us" (v. 3), and immediately
after this statement comes the passage in which we
are told of the intrigues that were carried on "all the
days of C:yrus" and his successors. But the first
four verses of the chapter are not found in the First
Book of Esdras, and those scholars therefore who
consider the latter a more trustworthy version of the
original work than the Masoretic Ezra, regard them
as a late and unauthorised interpolation. In support
of this view it is urged that the same verses make
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Esar-haddon the transporter of the foreign colonists
to Samaria, whereas we know from the Assyrian
monuments that it was Sargon who captured the
Israelitish capital and settled in it certain Arab tribes.
But it is by no means clear that the majority of the
foreign colonists in the Samaritan district were not
really brought there by Esar-haddon. In the second
Book of Kings, where the names of the colonists are
enumerated, it is simply said that they were settled
there by" the king of Assyria" ; who the king actually
was is not r_ecorded. The colonists whom Sargon
. in one of his inscriptions tells us he had established
in " Beth-Omri" or Samaria were Tharnudites and
other Arab tribes, of whom no notice is taken in the
Books of Kings, though it may be that HGeshem the
Arabian," who is so prominent a figure in the Book of
Nehemiah, was one of them. Moreover the number
of Israelites carried away by Sargon was comparatively
small ; they must have belonged to the upper classes
only, and been mainly, if not altogether, inhabitants
of the capital itself. It can hardly have been to
supply their place that the numerous settlers from
Hamath and Babylonia were planted not only in
Samaria but also " in the cities thereof," and to these,
as we learn from the Book of Ezra, were subsequently
added Elamites.
That Esar-haddon did establish a colony in Syria
-"the land of the Hittites" as it was cailed in his
day-we have .monumental evidence. He tells us in
one of his inscriptions that after the overthrow of the
rebellious king of Sidon he " collected all the kings of
the land of the Hittites and the coast of the (Mediterranean) Sea," and founded a city which he named " the
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city of Esar-haddon." Here he settled the captives
he had made among " the mountains and sea of the
rising sun," in other words an Elamite population.
The conquest of Elam, however, was the work of
his son and successor Assur-bani-pal, who sacked
Shushan, the ancient capital of the country, and carried
away its population. In the name of Assur-bani-pal
Pi·ofessor Gelzer has proposed to recognise that of
"the great and noble Asnapper," who, according to
the fourth chapter of the Masoretic Book of Ezra
(vv. 9, 10), "set in the cities of Samaria"" the Dinaites,
the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the Apharsites,
the Archevites, the Babylonians, the Susankites, the
Dehavites and the Elamites."
The passage in which this statement is made is one
of those that are omitted in the First Book of Esdras.
But it bears upon its face the stamp of authenticity.
The form " Susankite" is found in the native inscriptions of Susa, and could never have been invented by
a Jewish interpolator. The Apharsites are probably
the people of Apirti, now Mal Amir, in Eastern Elam,
while Erech and Babylon were captured by Assurbani-pal after the suppression of the Babylonian
revolt, and such of their inhabitants as were not
put to the sword may very well have been transported
to Palestine.
It is not difficult to identify Asnapper with Assurbani-pal, when we remember that a Babylonian l
became r in Persian, and that the name of Assur is
often expressed by the abbreviation As. It is strange,
however, that Asnapper is not entitled "king of
Assyria," and it may therefore be that he was a
general of" the great king." In any case the names
NN
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of the populations he is said to have settled in the
cities of Samaria guarantee the genuineness of the
passage in which they are found.
The fact, therefore, that certain verses in tlie fourth
chapter of the Book of Ezra do not exist in the First
Book of Esdras is no proof of their untrustworthiness.
That Zerubbabel and Sheshbazzar should seem to
be identified in one of them is better evidence against
them.
But even in the First Book of Esdras (vi. 18)
Zerubbabel is once named along with Sanabassar as
having received the gifts of Cyrus. Here, howev<;!r;
the insertion of the name of Zerubbabd is certainly
due to an interpolator. In the next verse the pronoun
is singular, not plural, showing that in the original
text the name only of Sanabassar occurred.
We must, then, conclude that Sheshbazzar and
Zerubbabel were different persons, and consequently
we are not obliged to make Zerubbabel a contemporary of Cyrus. But this leaves untouched the
question as to who was the Darius under whom
he lived.
We have seen that the fourth, fifth and sixth
chapters of Ezra make him Darius II., while the
genealogies as distinctly require him to have been
Darius I. That the genealogies must be right-,is
evident from the facts which are subsequently
recorded.
We need not lay much stress on the introduction
to the seventh chapter, in which it is stated that the
visit of Ezra to Jerusalem in the seventh year of the
reign of Artaxerxes took place" after " the restoration
of the temple of Zerubbabel, since the passage is not
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free from inaccuracies. The Persian king is called
"the king of Assyria" (vi. 22 ), and Ezra himself is
made the son of Seraiah, the contemporary of
Zedekiah and the grandfather of J eshua the highpriest. It is obvious that' the scribe who came to
Jerusalem in B.C. 45 8 in the plenitude of his strength
could not have b~en the son of a man who flourished
Ohe hundred and thirty years before.1
But in the history both of Ezra and of Nehemiah
the temple is described as already finished. The
statement is made in the official letter of Artaxerxes
which Ezra carried with him (Ezra vii. 16, 19), while
the proposal was made to Nehemiah by Shemaiah
that they should " meet together in the house of
God, ;within the temple, and let us shut the doors
of the te~ple" (Neh. vi. 10). Nothing can be more
~xplicit than this. It could not have been merely
the foundations of the temple that had been laid, or
a temporary building that .had been erected ; the
temple itself must already have been standing,
finished and complete.
Moreover, the high-priests who were contemporary
with Nehemiah and Ezra were Joiakim and Eliashib
the son and grandson of Jeshua; the friend and companion of Zerubbabel (Neh. iii. l, xii. IO, 26, xiii. 4).
This is in perfect agreement with the date of the
latter if he lived under Darius Hystaspis. But it
1 From Seraiah back to the reign of Solomon the list of highpriests _given in Ezra vii. l - 5 agrees with that in l Chr. vi.
4-15, but at that point omits the names of six priests given by
the Chroi1icler. On the other hand the list in N eh. xi. l l makes
Seraiah the son of Hilkiah instead of Azariah, and interpolates
a Meraioth between Zadok and Ahitub.
·
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renders the later date of Darius Nothos altogether
impossible.
Here, then, we are confronted by a chronol9gical'
inconsistency which no amount Qf ingenuity ·can
explain away. Darius I. and Darius II. are confounded with one another, just as in the Book of
Daniel the siege and capture of Babylon by Darius
Hystaspis is transferred back to the reign of Cyrus,
and the place of Cyrus is accordingly usurped by
"Darius the Mede."
How Darius I. came to be confounded with
Darius II. we may perhaps gather from some verses
in the twelfth chapter of Nehemiah (xii. 22, 23).
There we read-" The Levites in the days of Eliashib,
J oiada, and J ohanan, and J addua,'.were n:corded chief
of the fathers : also the priests, to the reign of Darius
the Persian. The sons of Levi, the chief of the
fathers, were written in the book of the chronicles,
even until the days of J ohanan the son of Eliashib."
The name of J ohanan is given as Jonathan, in the
list of the high-priests at the beginning of the
chapter (v. I r), and he was the grandson, not the son
of Eliashib. If, therefore, Eliashib were alive in the
twentieth year of Artaxerxes, that is to say in
B.C. 445, we can easily understand how his grandson
came to be a contemporary of Darius II., whose reign
lasted from B.C. 425 to 405. It is true that if Jaddua
were the son of J ohanan we are confronted by a fresh
difficulty, since J addua, according to Josephus, was
the high-priest who met Alexander the Great. But
the chronology of Josephus is hopelessly at variance
with that of the canonical books, the Jewish historian
making Sanballat, the advetsary of Nehemiah, a
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contemporary of Jaddua and Alexander, and asserting that Manasseh, the grandson of Eliashib, who
was driven away by Nehemiah (Neh. xiii. 28), was a
brother of J addua and the founder of the Samaritan
temple on Mount Gerizim. If we are to accept the
narrative of Josephus, the Darius of N eh. xii. 22
will' be, not Darius II., but Darius III. Kodomannos
(B.C. 336-330).
But whether we follow Josephus or the text of
Nehemiah matters but little for our present purpose.
The fact remains that it was in the reign of "Darius
the Persian" that the names of the priestly and
Levitical families were recorded in "the book of the
chronicles," and that this was done in the time of
Johanan and Jaddua. At this time, therefore, something happened which caused a new register of the
ministers of the temple to be made; it may even be
that work was carried on in the temple itself. AccuQ
sations may have been brought against the Jews
before Xerxes and Artaxerxes, and both these
monarchs-the latter certainly not before the close
of' his reign-may have interfered with the repair
and maintenance of the temple and its service. The
error of the compiler of the Book of Ezra would
then have lain in coupling this with the [attempts
that were made by the enemies of the Jews at an
earlier period to prevent them from rebuilding the
temple at all.
That Xerxes may have been unfavourably disposed
to the Jewish religion is very possible. We know
from his inscriptions that he was a strict Zoroastrian.
We also know that after his return from his Greek
campaign he destroyed the great temple of Bel at
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Babylon as well as the golden image which it contained. Dr. Oppert has lately pointed out what was
the cause of this latter act. One of the Babylonian
contract-tablets is dated in the reign of a king called
Samas-erba, and the names of the witnesses men- .
tioned in it show that the king in question must have
been a contemporary of Xerxes. It would appear,
therefore, that the Babylonians took advantage of
the absence of the Persian monarch and his army in
Greece, and the disasters which befell it there, to
assert once more their independence. Summary
punishment was dealt out to them when Xerxes
found himself again in his Asiatic dominions. But
it was upon their religion that the blow chiefly
fell. Xerxes or his advisers saw plainly that to
destroy the nation.al life and feeling of Babylon it
was necessary to destroy the religion of Babylon.
And this could be done only by destroying the
ancient temple which formed the centre of the
national life and the citadel of a discontented priesthood. As long as the temple of Bel remained, the
Babylonians could not forget that they were a people
distinct from their Persian masters, and that they
had behind them a glorious past.
Now it would have been easy for the Persian
governors of Syria to represent to the king that the
Jewish temple at Jerusalem was quite as much a
menace to the tranquillity of the empire as the temple
of Bel at Babylon. Like the Babylonians, the Jews
in Palestine had preserved a national life which ·
centred round the newly-restored temple of Yahveh.
Like Babylon Jerusalem was "a rebellious city," which
" of old time had made insurrection against kings,"
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while it had itself once been ruled PY " mighty"
princes. In fact the analogy between Babylon and
Jerusalem was so striking, that it would not have
been wonderful if the suppression of the Babylonian
revolt and the destruction .of the temple of Bel had
been followed by an attempt to injure the temple of
the Jews.
Be this, however, as it may, we cannot read the
Books , of Ezra and Nehemiah without being impressed by the extent to which the influence not
only of the Babylonian civil administration but also
of Babylonian religion had been felt by the Semitic
populations of Syria and Palestine. The names of
the leaders of the returning exiles, Sheshbazzar and
Zerubbabel, are alike Babylonian, and the first contains the name of the Babylonian Sun-god. Sanballat of Beth-Horon bears a specifically Babylonian
name, with which the name of the Moon-god of
Babylonia is compounded. One of the eleven elders
who accompanied Zerubbabel was called Mordecai,
" he who is devoted to Merodach," the divine patron
of Babylon (Ezra ii. 1, Neh. vii. 7); another, Bilshan,
seems to have the Babyionian name of Bil-sunu. For
Syrian and Jew alike, it was the Semitic Babylonian,
kindred in race, in language, and in religious conceptions, who caused his influence to be felt ; not the
alien Persian.
From the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah we should
naturally pass to the Books of the so-called Apocrypha. But about them the oriental arch~ologist has
but little to say. The decipherment of the cuneiform
inscriptions has finally destroyed all claim on the
part of the Books of Tobit and Judith to be con-

THE HIGHER CRtTICIS:M.

sidered as history, and has banished them to the
realm of Haggadah. Sennacherib was the son of
Sargon, not of " Enemessar," by whom Shalmaneser
must be meant, and in his time Rages in Media
did not form a part of the Assyrian empire, even if it
existed at all. The murder of Sennacherib did not
take place fifty-five days after his return from his
campaign against ] udah, but twenty years later;
Ekbatana was not yet built, and Elam or Elymais
not yet added to the empire of Nineveh. The mention of the evil spirit · Asmodeus, whose name is
derived from the Persian Aeshma-daeva, indicates
the date of the book. 1 The statements of the Book
of Judith are still more wide of the truth. Nebucha~
rezzar did not reign in Nineveh, which his. father had
helped to reduce to a heap of ruins, nor was Arphaxad a Median king. Arphaxad, in fact, is merely
a geographical expression, and the name has been
taken from the Book of Genesis. Arioch " king of
the Elymeans " equally owes his name to the Book
of Genesis. Ekbatana was not taken by Nebuchadrezzar, whose commander-in-chief could hardly have
borne the Persian name of Holofernes. The Persian
name of "Bagoas the eunuch" is equally an anachron~
ism. Throughout the book Nebuchadrezzar is transformed into a king of Nineveh, and the Ten Tribes
have apparently not yet been carried into captivity.
Bow hopeless its chronology is, however, may be judged
from the fact that the contemporary high-priest at] erusalem is asserted to have been "Joacim" (xv. 8), who,
as we learn from N eh. xii. 10, lived after the Exile.
l Aeshma-daeva is called in the Avesta "thewickedAeshma,"
and ranked next to Angro-mainyus the representative of evil
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The condemnation passed by the Assyriologist
upon the historical trustworthiness of the Books of
Tobit and Judith must be extended also to the
Stories of Susanna and of Bel and the Dragon. The
latter story, however, is based upon a Babylonian
myth, and may therefore be considered to be of
Babylonian origin. It rests upon the legend of the
great fight waged by Bel-Merodach against Tiamat,
the dragon 6f chaos and darkness, which is so graphically told in the Chaldrean epic of the Creation. But
the ] ewish writer has changed the evil :Spirit of Babylonian mythology into a living " dragon " worshipped
by the inhabitants of Babylon, and has made Daniel's
imprisonment in the den of lions a part of the story.
Whereas, however, in the canonical Book of Daniel
the latter event is ~tated to have happened. in the
reign of Darius, in the deutero-canonical History of
the Destruction of Bel and the Dragon it is placed
under Cyrus.
.
The other apocryphal books are untouched by
monumental discovery, They belong to the period
when the ·monumental records of the past have to
make way for the literature of Greece and Rome.
The inscriptions of Egypt and Babylonia can shed
but little light upon them, much less pronounce a
judgment upon their historical accuracy. The Greek
language in which they have been preserved is a
symbol of the change that has passed over the civilised world. The ancient culture of the Orient has
been handed on to the nations of Europe, and the
part once played in the history of mankind by
Egypt, by Babylonia, and by Assyria has become
a half-forgotten tale.

CHAPTER XII.
CONCLUSION.
OUR task is done. The records of the Old Testament have been confronted with the monuments of
the ancient oriental world, wherever this was possible,
and their historical accuracy and trustworthiness has
been tested by a comparison with the latest results' of
archa:ological research.
·
It is true "that in some instances the facts are still
so imperfectly known as to make the conclusions the
oriental archceologist draws from them probable only.
It is also true that in some cases a conclusion which
seems certain and evident to one student may not
seem equally certain and evident to another." If the
facts of history could always be interpreted in the
same way, there would be no need to write new his~
tories of the past. In all departments of study, more
especially in history and archceology, there are certain
groups of facts which admit of .more than one explanation.
But such groups can easily be distinguished from
those about which the scholar who is really acquainted
with his subject can have no shadow of doubt. It is
the half-scholars, those who have not so thoroughly
fathomed a subject as to know where its boundaries
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actually lie, that are never sure of their conclusions.
They have not sufficient knowledge to separate the
certain from the probable, and every fact or conclusion
which is placed before them seems enveloped in the
same nebulous atmosphere of uncertainty.
Doubtless this attitude of scepticism is on the whole
better than that attitude of unintelligent credulity
which is begotten of ignorance and vanity. But it
does not the less impede the progress of science, or
diminish the numb.er of false theories which are
current in the world. There is such a 'thing as
ignorant scepticism, as well as ignorant credulity, and
the intellectual society of modern Europe is more
likely to be influenced by it. Lord Bolingbroke, in
his letter to Alexander Pope, remarks with good reason
on the " pride" which renders men "dogm<J,tical in
the midst of ignorance, and often sceptical in the
midst of knowledge."
Unfortunately this attitude of ignorant scepticism
is sometimes assumed by men who are really great
scholars in some other department of learning than
that in which it is displayed. The history of the
decipherment of the Egyptian and Assyrian inscriptions affords a good illustration of the fact. The
earlier results of the decipherment were rejected with
contempt by learned classical and oriental scholars,
and it was triumphantly proved how impossible it
must be to decipher a lost language which was written
in a forgotten. script. Scholars have unfortunately
been only too ready to sneer at facts that were presented to them by workers in fields of which they
"' knew little or notlling, and orientalists have not been
always guiltless in this respect. Time after time we
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have seen assured facts stolidly rejected, because they
were combined with statements that were doubtful or
improbable; because those who· put them forward were
not agreed among themselves in all points; because,
finally, they knew less about the special subject of the
sceptic than the sceptic himself.
· But in history and archceology "truth is great" and
will eventually prevail, whatever may be the case
elsewhere. A fact will in time come to be recognised
a11d acct<pted, however strange and unpalatable it
may be at first. And we must not forget that in a
fact of history and archceology is included its interpretation by the archceologist and the historian.
The conclusion he draws is, in short, part of the fact
itself. If the fact is really a fact, the con,clusion must
be accepted as well as the premisses on which it rests.
The facts of history and archceology resemble the
facts of ordinary life. Their certainty or probability
is the certainty and probability which shape and
determine our ·daily actions. What view the philosopher may take of them is immaterial. For him a
fact may not exist at all, and a relative probability
may be all that he is prepared to grant to our most
cherished beliefs. But philosophy and archceology
or history are wholly separate things, and the
attempts that have been made to introduce the terms
and conceptions of philosophy into history have led
only to bad philosophy and still worse history.
It is not so much the character of the archceologist's
facts, as the imperfection of his records, that makes
it so often impossible for him to arrive even at a fair
degree of certainty. The past history of civilised
man is still in a fragmentary condition. The record
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fails us just where we need it most, the links are
broken just where the chain ought to be strongest.
It is a picture in which the lights and shadows do
not harmonise with one another; the shadows are
darkness and the lights lie scattered and apart. J
The "apologist" who deliberately shuts his eyes
to archceological light is far less blameworthy
than the "higher critic" who does the same. The
one can plead that he is defending what he believes
to have been the time-honoured doctrine of a
community, while the other rejects the testimony
of the archceologist for the sake of the theory of some
modern scholar. There is all the difference in the
world between views which have received the sanction
of large masses of rr..:mkind in various ages and of
various degrees of knowledge, and opinions. based on
the "literary tact" or" critical insight" of an individual
who not only belongs to the nineteenth century but
is not even an oriental. We may perhaps trust the
"literary tact" of a modern European when he is
dealing with modern European literature, but such
" tact" is worthless when it is exercised on the
ancient books of the East. Between the scholar
who has been trained in a German study and the
oriental even of to-day, there is a gulf fixed which
cannot easily be passed. If we are to have judgments
upon ancient oriental literature based solely on the
previous education and beliefs of the critic, let them
be pronounced by men like Burckhardt or Sir Richard
Burton, not by those whose knowledge of oriental
ideas has been derived from books. But· it is just
men like Burckhardt and Burton who shrink from
pronouncing such judgments at all,
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Perhaps it is this inability to recognise the vital
'difference that exists between the Oriental and the
European world that has been the cause of so vast
an amount of wasted time and labour over the
records of the Old Testament. "Apologists" and
"higher critics" alike have treated the Old Testament books ai1d their contents as if they had been
written in England or . France or Germany. We
approach them from our own modern and Western
point of view, and read into their language and
narratives the ideas which seem natural, if not
necessary, to us who have received them by educa. tion and inheritance. We transform the men of
ancient Israel into the men of medi~val Europe,
sometimes even into the men of modern, Europe, and
we criticise the Biblical writers as if they had lived in
an age of newspapers and reviews.
In fact, we cannot help doing so. We are, to use
the language of a current philosophy, the creatures
of our environment ; we cannot escape from the
influences which surround us, and the ideas a!ld
habits of thought in which we have been brought up.
Those who have been much in the East and have
tried to mingle with the native population know well
how utterly impossible it is for the European to look
at the world with the same eyes as the Oriental.
For a while indeed. the European may fancy that he
and the Oriental understand one another; but sooner
or later a time. comes when he is suddenly awakened
from his dream, and finds himself in the presence of
a mind which is as strange to him as would be the
mind of an inhabitant of Saturn,
But this i~ not all. It is difficult, if not impossible,
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for us to.· realise the intellectual point of view and
beliefs of those by whom the books of ~he Old
Testament were written, and of those by whom they
were read. It is almost as difficult for us to realise
the events which they record. Very few of us indeed
ever think of trying to realise them ; even commentators, whose business it ought to be to do so,
too commonly are contented with giving us a historical picture, whic;h is that of the nineteenth century
rather than of the ancient Hebrew world. How many
of those who read the Bible ever attempt to translate
into living reality the narratives they profess to study,
or to understand exactly what it was that the writers .
meant? We imagine that we understand them now
because we have never endeavoured seriously to discover what they were actually intended to signify.
It has been said, especially by Keltic writers, that
one of the chief defects of the Teutonic and AngloSaxon mind is its want of.the historical imagination.
The ordinary man has not the power of transporting
himself into a situation with which he is unfamiliar,
or where the springs of action are new to him~ He
cannot divest himself of his own personality, with all
its beliefs, prejudices and inherited instincts.
Oriental archceology is a corrective of this inability
to realise and therefore to understand the history of
the ancient East. It speaks to us in the to~es of the
nineteenth century-tones which we can comprehend
and listen to. It sweeps away the modern romance
which we have woven around the narratives of the
Old Testament, and shows us that they are .no
theological fairy tales, but accounts of events which
are alleged to have taken place in this work-a-day
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world. It tells us how the men thought and acted
who were contemporary with the heroes of the Hebrew
Scriptures, it brings before us as in a photograph the
politics of the day, and the theatre wherein those
politics were represented. In reading Sennacherib's
account of his campaign against Hezekiah we are
brought face to face with history just as much as w~
should be by the columns of a modern newspaper,
and we can picture the events with as much definiteness of outline in the t)ne case as we can in the other.
No conventional ideas of what the narrative ought to
mean come between us and the picture it presents .
. We judge it rightly or wrongly according to our
capacity for forming a j udgment upon purely histo_rical
grounds. Our concern is with history, and we realise
that such is the case.
'
It is in this way that oriental arch::eology has come
to teach us how to_read and understand the narratives
of the Old Testament. We begin to learn what the
history of the Orient was in the days of Moses, of Solomon, or of Hezekiah, and with this key in our hands
can unlock the historical treasures of· the Bible. We
can see in Hezekiah one of those oriental despots who
benefited their country, not indeed by a government
which would approve itself to the Englishman of today, but by one which was eminently suited to his
time and country. By prudent alliances and timely
submission he preserved the practical independence of
the great fortress which constituted his capital, and
. organised a ~ational feeling and resist'ance to the
· enemy by centralising there the religion of his country,
and thereby the unifying principle of the state. The
policy which destroyed the local high-places, each of
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which might have proved a rallying-place for factions
like those which nearly overthrew the dynasty of
David in the preceding reign,' was a policy which,
while it aggrandised the royal power, afforded Judah
its best chance of resisting the fate that had overtaken Samaria.
In glancing over the preceding pages we cannot
fail to be struck by the fact that the evidence of
oriental arch;;eology is on the whole distinctly unfavourable to the pretensions of the" higher criticism.''
The "apologist" may lose something, but the" higher
critic" loses much more. That primary assumption
of the late use of writing for literary purposes in
Palestine, which, consciously or unconsciously, has
done so much to wreck the belief of the critic in the
earlier narratives of the Bible, has been shown to be
utterly false. The cuneiform inscriptions have restored
the historical credit of certain passages of the
Pentateuch which had been resolved into myth, and
have demonstrated the worthlessness of the arguments
by which their mythic character had been maintained.
The arch;;eology of Genesis seems to show that the
literary analysis of the book must be revised, and that
the confidence with which ·one portion of a verse
is assigned to one author and another portion of
it to another is a confidence begotten of the study of
modern critical literature and not of the literature of
the past. Such microscopic analysis is the result of
short sight.
On the other hand, the same evidence which obliges
us to rejectthe conclusions of the newer critics in one
place equally obliges us to reject those of the older
school of commentators in another. We must accept
00
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the evidence in both instances or in neither. We
cannot admit it where it makes for our own favourite
views and disallow it where it makes for the views
of others. We cannot crush the " higher critic " with
it at one time and shut our eyes to its testimony at
another, on the ground that it may yet be.supplemented.
Nor can we quote it with approval when it condemns
the historical accuracy of the narratives in the Book
of Daniel; and ignore its judgment when it restores
the credit of the earlier books of the Bible.
Nor can we, whether as " higher critics " or as
" apOiogists," take refuge in the assertion that since
many of the facts of oriental archceology are not as
yet before us in a final shape~ we may disregard such
of them as do not suit our views. Tht:re is. never
much difficulty in explaining away a fact when it
is unpalatable. If the fact itself is difficult to deal
with, it is always easy to maintain that those who put
it forward are "uncritical," "credulous," or finally
"untrustworthy philologists." Sooner or later, however, facts have a way of revenging themselves, and
the facts of oriental archceology are no exception to
the rule.
The facts of oriental archceology, let it be remembered, have nothing to .do with theolbgy. The archceologist writes for the historian, not for the homilist
or the defender of dogma. The facts he deals with,
whether monumental or Biblical, are historical facts,
to be judged lih all other historical facts. in accord~
ance with the canons of historical reasoning. Such
questions as the possibility of miracles lie outside his
sphere. If his historical documents .contain an account
of what is commonly called .a miracle he is bound to
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say so, and he is also bound t<? state the amount of
historical credibility they possess. But there his
duties end. A cuneiform text, for instance, declares
that Sargon of Accad was brought up and beloved
by the goddess Istar. All that the archceologist is
required to say on the subject is that the text is not
contemporaneous with the reign of Sargon himself.
It is not for him to enter into the theologiqi.l side of
the question, a11d discuss the hypothetical possibility
of the occurrence.
In the preceding pages I have done my best to
speak simply as an archceologist. I have placed the
records of the monuments and the records of the Old
Testament side by side and endeavoured to treat
them both with an equal amount of impartiality and
an equal freedom from theological prepossessions.
How far I have succeeded it is for others to say. It
is difficult altogether to escape from our surrounding,
and to regard the sacred books of one's own faith
with precisely the same equanimity as the sacred
books of some other religion. It is easier to adopt
a neutral attitude towards the Qoran or the Veda
than it is towards the Hebrew Bible. But if any one
can do so successfully, it ought to be the oriental
archceologist, who has spent his life among documents
which in age, spirit, and even language resemble
those of the Old Testament. The habit of mind
cultivated by their study ought to fit him for approaching the historical examination of the Old
Testament books without partisanship and without
theological prepossessions.
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Pa-tu-pa-Rl'i, 212
Pekah,400,402,409,4ro,4rr
Pekoe!, I47
Pelusium, 137, 251, 436
Pepi Monuments, 190
Peters, Dr., 494
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458, 460, 481, 487
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Sehel, Inscription at, 217
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Sennacherib, 421, 424, 426, 428,
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Sesostris, 348
Sethos, 246, 436, 437
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Shabaka, 418
Shabbalut, 352
Shakalsh, 129, 299
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Shasu, 204, 300, 304, 306, 342,
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Sht1r, 99, 261
Shusan, or Susa, 469, 516, 545
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Sinope, 124
Sint1hit, 203, 266
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Tirhakah, 433, 434, 435, 466
Tiryns, 18, 127
Togarmah, 131
Toi or Ton, 315, 316
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338, 342, 349
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Trumbull, Dr. Clay, 180, 265, 488
Tsiclqa, 429, 430
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Tuba!, 126, 130, 415
Tuktammu, 520
Tum, 240
Tunip, 142, 306
Turbazu, 333
Tylor, Dr., 102
Tyre, 335, 344, 390, 392, 494
Tyropreon, The, 38 5
)]DARA-TUTU, 108, II5
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Ugarit, 335
Uinivu, 20, 128

Uknu, 100
Ulula, 415
Ummu-dhabat, 324, 325
Ur, 102, 158, 159, 504, 533
Uras, 50, 79, 107, IIO, II2, 176
Uru-melech, 429
User, 344
Usu, 429
Uz, 207,348,479,480
Uzziah, 463, 468
VAN, Lake, 390, 444, 484
Vashti, 474
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VVADI-BRlSSA, 454
Wacli-Feiran, 264
Wadi-Tumilat, 249, 250
Warren, Sir C., 365, 382 ·
vVellhausen, Mr., 281
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Winckler, Dr., 176, 442, 534
XERXES, 469, 473, 474, 475, 512,
513, 514, 517, 524, 530, 542,
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Xisuthros, u5, II6
YADNl·EL, 293, 294, 338
Yahu-bihdi, 89, 316
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Yarami, 291
Yarclana, 303
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Yaudu, 306
Yavan, 128
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Yivana, 20, 494
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Zakar-Baal, 129
Zakkur, 129, 299
Zamama, 502
Zamban, 506
Zamzummim, 160
Zaphnath-paaneah, 213
Zar, 241, 251, 252, 342
Zelah, 333, 338
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543, 546, 547, 551
Zidiputa, 345, 353
Zimuda or Zimridi, 291, 293, 333
Zion, Mount, 38 5
Zoan, 189, 191
Zobah, 313, 314, 315, 316
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Zorah, 344
Zoroaster, 515, 517
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